
OTES INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF SOME 
BRITISH BIRDS. 

T H E following incubation- and fledging-periods were obtained 
in 1928 (A) in west Sussex, (B) in north Wilts.; the incuba
tion-periods being calculated from the day on which the last 
egg was laid and the fledging-periods from the day or days 
of hatching until the day or days of departure from the nest. 

No. of 
eggs 

hatched 
Species. „ - . - , , . pe r iod " ^ ^ 2 and or 

young 
reared, 

5 
3 
5 

Incuba
tion-

period 
in days. 

Fledging-
period 

in days. 

B. Rook (C. / . frugilegus) 
B. Carrion-Crow (C. c. conne) ... 
B, Greenfinch (Ch. ch. Moris) ... 
B. Red-backed Shrike 

(L. c. collurio) 
B. Sedge-Warbler (A .schcsnobcenus) 
B, Ditto 
A. Mistle-Thrush (X. v. viscivorus) 
A, Redbreast (E. r. melophilus) 
A. Hedge-Sparrow 

(P. m. occidentalis) ... 
B. Spotted Flycatcher 

(M. s. striata) ... 
B. Swallow (H. r, rusiica) 
B. Martin (£>. u. urbica) 

16 — 
— 3i 
—- 14 

15 — 
12 11 
— 12 
— 1 5 - 1 6 
15 — 

Period 
of year of 
observa

tion. 

March 
May-June 3 

May 5 
June 4 

May-June 6 
May-June 2 

April 4 
April 4 

12-13 

13-14 

— April 4 

11-12 
21 
20 

June-July 5 
June-July 4 
J«iy 4 
W. D. SHAW. 

RAVENS BREEDING IN TREES IN DEVON. 
WITH reference to my note on this subject in Vol. XXI., 
p. 13, I am able to record a fresh tree breeding-site of the 
Raven (Corvus c. corax) in Devon for 1928. 

On April 5th the parent birds were feeding young in a 
nest in one of a group of big scots firs and on May 5th the 
parents and three young were sitting on a wall below the 
nest. This site local inhabitants assured me had never been 
used before. OWEN WYNNE. 

CALL-NOTES OF CARRION- AND HOODED CROWS. 
KNOWING I was to spend my holidays in one of the few 
districts in Germany where the Carrion-Crow (Corvus corone) 
and the Hooded Crow (C. comix) interbreed, I decided to 
make special observations to come to a conclusion concerning 
the difference in tone of their calls. 
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Both Carrions and Hoodies consorted and intermingled 
freely, together with the hybrids, and it was not easy at first 
to distinguish between their frequent and persistent calls 
both in the mornings and evenings. 

At the end of eight weeks my conclusions were that the 
Carrions' note is a deeper and more guttural croak, almost a 
bark, with more strength than the Hoodies' call, which, to 
my ears, appeared to be weaker and distinctly higher in tone. 

The hybrids misled me frequently, for their calls were a 
mixture between high and low notes, and sometimes were 
very like the Rooks' rasping " Kaw." G. W. CALVERT. 

LATE BREEDING OF GOLDFINCHES IN DEVON. 
ON September 3rd, 1928, I disturbed a Goldfinch (Carduelis 
c. britannica) feeding young. On September 4th, while 
passing the spot again, I saw three young birds leave the 
nest. This is the latest breeding record I have by a long 
way of this bird in Devon. 

I might add also that the birds began to breed earlier than 
is usual here this year and that there were three nests within 
twenty yards of my house, near Crediton, in April. 

OWEN WYNNE. 

BARK-STRIPPING BY HOUSE-SPARROWS. 
THE communications (antea, pp. 36 and 118) regarding the 
stripping of bark from trees brought to mind an experience 
to which, at the time, I did not attach much significance. 
During the nesting season House-Sparrows (Passer d. 
domesticus) annually stripped the smaller branches and 
twigs of a lime tree behind my home at Stoke Newington, 
Middlesex. I have often watched the birds stripping off 
the fresh bark, some of the twigs being left bare or with 
partially removed strips hanging raggedly. Although I 
have not seen this material added to the nest I assume that 
it was used for this purpose. It is difficult to understand 
why the birds should have expended so much energy when 
plenty of suitable material was available. It may have 
been used for decorative purposes in the same way as Tree-
Sparrows introduce fresh green leaves into their nests. 

I cannot say if this habit was confined to one pair, but, 
judging by the amount of bark removed, I imagine that 
several pairs must have been at work. 

Is it merely coincidence that in each instance the tree 
selected by Rooks and Sparrows has been the lime ? 

WILLIAM E. GLEGG. 
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LESSER WHITETHROAT IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON May 22nd, 1928, Mr. Charles Oldham and I watched a 
warbling Lesser Whitethroat (Sylvia s. curruca) in a secluded 
thicket near Llangwm, towards the centre of the county; 
and on June 6th, 1928, another in a similar situation at 
Moylgrove, in the north. 

As there is but one previous summer record of this species 
in Pembrokeshire, these two occurrences are probably a 
further indication of the extension of its range in south-west 
Wales already noted in British Birds (Vol. XVIII., p. 266, and 
Vol. XXL, p. 178). BERTRAM LLOYD. 

NEST OF SWALLOW IN BOWL. 
IN an outbuilding close to Fleshwick Bay, Isle of Man, on 
July 13th, 1928, I found a nest of a Swallow (Hirundo r. 
rustica) in a pot bowl which had been placed on a shelf just 
within reach and was partly tilted by a piece of sacking and 

resting against the wall. The nest was built on a foundation 
of small decayed potatoes and contained three normal eggs, 
which looked opaque and obviously incubated. 

JOHN ARMITAGE. 
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MISTLE-THRUSH LAYING TWICE IN THE SAME 
NEST. 

ON April 16th, 1928,1 found a nest of a Mistle-Thrush (Turdus 
v. viscivorus) in a horse-chestnut tree in co. Donegal containing 
four fresh eggs of a distinctive type. These I removed, and 
when passing the same tree with Mr. G. R. Humphreys on 
April 25th, I drew his attention to the nest. To our surprise, 
a Mistle-Thrush flew from the nest, which on examination 
contained four fresh eggs of the same type as the first laying. 
It is, I think, very unusual for the Mistle-Thrush to utilize 
the same nest twice in one season, though I have known of 
similar behaviour in the case of the Blackbird, Song-Thrush 
and Ring-Ouzel. C. V. STONEY. 

[In 1901 a nest close to my house at Clifton, Derbyshire, 
contained 5 eggs on April 29th. These hatched off safely, and 
on June 24th the nest was relined and contained 4 eggs. Two 
broods were also reared from a nest at Ashbourne in the same 
year.—F. C. R. JOURDAIN.] 

LATE SAND-MARTINS IN NORFOLK. 
AT Cromer on October 24th, 1928, I saw about ten Sand-
Martins (Riparia r. riparia) flying to and fro in quite a normal 
fashion. It struck me as being rather unusual to see so many 
as ten on such a late date. D. W. MUSSELWHITE. 

TAWNY OWL FEEDING YOUNG ON KESTREL. 
ON climbing up to the nesting-hole of a Tawny Owl (Strix a. 
sylvatica) on April 22nd, 1928, at Lavant, west Sussex, in 
order to ring the nestlings, I was surprised to find a newly-
killed adult male Kestrel (Falco t. tinnunculus), on part of 
which the young had evidently been fed. 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

DARK-BREASTED BARN-OWL IN MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
THERE is a collection of mounted birds in the Newport 
Museum and Art Gallery, made by the late Mr. Percy Lay-
bourne, a solicitor of this town. In this collection is a speci
men of the Dark-breasted Barn-Owl (Tyto alba guttata) which 
is not recorded in the Practical Handbook of British Birds. 

Mr. Laybourne told me the bird had been shot on the 
mountain side between Blaenavon and Abersychan, and was 
received by him in the flesh, and that he submitted it to the 
late Dr. Bowdler Sharpe, but whether in the flesh or not I 
am not quite sure. 
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To guard against any error in the identification, Messrs. 
Geoffrey C. S. Ingram and H. M. Salmon, of Cardiff, have 
examined the bird with me, and Mr. W. A. Gunn, the curator 
of the Museum, who has kindly given us every assistance. 
We have compared the bird with the description of alba and 
guttata in the Handbook, and are all agreed that it is guttata. 
The back of the bird is so dark that practically no trace of 
golden-buff is visible ; the breast and under-parts are of deep 
buff spotted all over with large, dark, almost black spots; 
mesial streaks are present on flanks; the facial disks are 
reddish-rust colour practically all over; the tail and wing-
feathers are very dark with strong bars. 

Mr. Gunn found a small slip of paper in the case marked 
" Blaenavon 1908," and he gives me the permission of the 
Committee of the Museum to publish this notice. No sex 
was indicated on the label. R. C. BANKS. 

NOTES ON THE COMMON BUZZARD IN DEVON. 

FOR the first time I am able to record this year (1928) a clutch 
of four eggs in the nest of a Buzzard (Buteo b. buteo) in Devon. 
Out of many nests examined in this and past years, in every 
case but one (when there were two eggs) the full clutch has 
been three eggs. All the eggs of the four clutch were entirely 
without colouring. 

The unusual action of a Buzzard this spring is interesting 
in view of what the habits of this bird usually are. A family 
of five Ravens (Corvus c. corax), whose nest was within 200 
yards of a sitting Buzzard, were driven into the Buzzard's 
wood ; the hen bird came off her nest at once and did not 
rest till every Raven, young and old, had been driven from 
her own plantation. 

This same Buzzard had in her nest last year, besides her 
young, two adders, as well as mice and other food ; another 
adder, half killed, was found beneath another nest a mile 
away. OWEN WYNNE. 

[Clutches of four eggs occur regularly at one district on the 
coast of Devon and one instance of a five clutch is on record 
from the same locality.—F.C.R.J.] 

CORMORANT DROWNED BY AN EEL. 
ON October 15th, 1928, I was informed by a young man that 
he had found on the previous day, on Filby Broad, Norfolk, 
a large bird floating dead with a live eel fastened round its 
neck. My informant had killed the eel by a cut at the back 
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of the neck. I went over at once to see the bird, which proved 
to be a Cormorant (Phalacrocorax c. carbo). It was hanging 
on a gate-post to dry and the eel was then still firmly fixed in 
the position shown in the photograph. It was evident that 
the Cormorant had struck the eel through the eye with its 

upper mandible, the curved tip of which prevented its with
drawal. Knowing that an eel on being hooked can instantly 
tie itself round hook and line in two figure eights and remain 
so, it is easy to understand how it became tied round the 
neck of the Cormorant. Thus, neither could release itself, 
and the Cormorant, if not drowned before it reached the 
surface, must have been so shortly afterwards, as the weight 
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of the eel, which was over a pound, would have dragged its 
head down while its mouth was all the time wedged open. 
The constriction of the eel round the neck must also have 
been severe, as the mark was very visible when its strangle
hold was relaxed some hours after death. 

I have known of a somewhat similar case in which a Heron 
was strangled by an eel whose two eyes had been struck 
through by the mandible. A. H. PATTERSON. 

FULMARS BREEDING IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 
THIS summer (1928) I observed Fulmar Petrels (Fulmarus g. 
glacialis) nesting at five different places on the Northumberland 
coast and at one spot a few miles south of the border on the 
coast of Durham. The nests were most numerous at the most 
northern and most southern stations, and my observations 
were chiefly made at the former. 

Cliffs on Northumberland coast, where, in 1928, 9 pair of Fulmar 
Petrels nested. The first egg, which was laid among stones, 

may be seen in the near right-hand corner. 
The birds began to assemble on the cliff during May 6th 

and 7th, and the first egg was laid between 8.30 a.m. and 
4.30 p.m. on the 25th and by the 29th five more birds had 
laid. No attempt at nest building was observed and all the 
eggs were laid upon open ledges, generally near the tops 
of the cliffs, which averaged about 60 feet above the sea; 
only five of the ledges were beneath overhanging rocks. 
Some of the eggs were laid on grassy ledges, some on sand, 
and a few among stones. 
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The eggs examined, being clear and fresh, were free from 
any smell; the strong scent of Fulmar eggs reported in 
several well-known works is probably imparted by the birds 
during incubation. 

At the most northern place there were nine pairs, all of 
which laid, but in every case the eggs were taken within three 
weeks of their being laid. At the next spot there were two 
pairs which laid, but again the eggs very soon disappeared. 
At this station I several times observed from six to fourteen 
adult birds resting upon the sea near the cliffs. At the third 
locality, one pair incubated their single egg upwards of two 
weeks before the egg disappeared. This nesting place was 
in a stone quarry, more than a quarter of a mile inland, with 
several dwelling houses between it and the sea. At the 
fourth place there was one pair with an egg which was 
incubated for four weeks and then disappeared. At the most 
southern locality in Northumberland there was one pair 
which incubated the egg about ten days when the site of the 
nest was destroyed by a large portion of the cliff falling. 
Shortly before this there had been several very heavy rains. 

At the Durham locality there were eight pairs—all of which 
laid, six hatching off. One chick, however, was missing in 
a few days, another a few days later, a third, which had been 
napping its wings for a fortnight previously as if ready to 
fly, left between August 29th and 30th and the remaining 
three during the following four days. 

Except for a few Jackdaws, Pigeons and Pipits, and in one 
instance a Kestrel, which nested quite close to a brooding 
Petrel, I observed no other birds nesting on any of the cliffs. 

It may be mentioned that none of the Petrels appeared to 
lay again after the egg was taken. ISAAC CLARK. 

PASSAGE WADERS ON DURHAM SEWAGE FARM. 
DURING the months July, August and September of 1928, 
I observed the following waders on the Darlington sewage 
farm:— 

RUFF (Philomachus pugnax).—One Ruff and two Reeves 
arrived on the sewage farm on September n t h and remained 
until September 15th. The Reeves were much buffer than 
the Ruff, which was very grey. It was impossible to see 
any colour on legs and bills, as these were covered with black 
mud. All three birds flapped vigorously (the Ruff most 
frequently as he was the heaviest) when they sank in the 
soft ooze. The Ruff and Reeves searched the mud, while 
the Curlew-Sandpipers waded deeply in the water. 



166 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXII. 

KNOT (Calidris c. canutus).—A small party of Knots was 
seen on September ioth, but only for a short while. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPER (C. testacea).—About a dozen Curlew-
Sandpipers appeared on September 6th, and this number 
increased from day to day, until on September n t h it was 
raised to nearly thirty. The last Curlew-Sandpiper was seen 
on September 30th. 

LITTLE STINT (C. minuta).—One seen with Dunlin on 
September 30th. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—Regular autumn 
visitor. In 1927 birds were seen from the middle of August 
until November 1st. 

GREENSHANK {Tringa nebularia).—Two Greenshank were 
seen on September 2nd, and one of these birds remained until 
September 12th. 

Commoner waders seen were : Common Redshank (Tringa 
totanus), Dunlin (Calidris alpina), Ringed Plover (Charadrius 
hiaticula), Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus), Golden Plover 
(Charadrius apricarius), Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypo-
leucos) and Common Snipe (Capella g. gallinago). 

W. E. ALMOND. 

PASSAGE WADERS ON CHESHIRE SEWAGE-
FARMS. 

DURING August and September, 1928, the passage waders 
which visited the settling tanks of the Altrincham U.D.C. 
sewage-farm were not only more numerous than in most 
autumns but several unusual species were represented. 
Redshanks (Tringa t. totanus) were perhaps less plentiful 
than in many years; the largest number was on August 
28th. Snipe (Capella g. gallinago), on the other hand, were 
abundant in both months, numbering at least a hundred on 
August 8th. Lapwings (Vanellus v. vanellus) fluctuated as 
usual, sometimes being present in large flocks, and on 
September 26th fifty-three Golden Plovers (Charadrius apri
carius) alighted on one of the half-flooded tanks. This species 
seldom comes to the tanks, although considerable flocks 
occasionally frequent neighbouring fields. Dunlins (Calidris 
alpina) and Ringed Plovers (Charadrius hiaticula) come every 
autumn, and their numbers varied from day to day. When 
Snipe were plentiful, on August 8th, about a score of Dunlins 
were feeding, but on other days there were seldom more than 
ten or a dozen, and on many days only two or three. Three 
to six Ringed Plovers was the usual number, except on 
September n t h when fourteen suddenly appeared, settled 
for a short rest and then passed on. 
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On August 24th all the birds that I could see, beyond Snipe, 
were a few Redshanks, six Dunlins and a single Ruff (Philo-
machus pugnax), but on my next visit, on the 28th, I found a 
remarkable increase. Redshanks now numbered between 
thirty and forty, Dunlins six, and there were two Ruffs, two 
Green Sandpipers (Tringa ochropus), two Greenshanks 
(T. nebularia), five Turnstones (Arenaria i. interpres), and two 
Kentish Plovers (Ch. a. alexandrinus) with eight Ringed 
Plovers. On the 29th several of the birds had gone on, but one 
of the Kentish Plovers, apparently an immature bird, remained 
until September 4th, and was seen by Mr. A. W. Boyd and Mr. 
A. G. Haworth. About five of the eight Ringed Plovers 
were immature birds with incomplete breast bands, and I 
frequently had the Kentish at close quarters alongside these 
young birds, so that it was easy to see the difference—smaller 
size, more sandy colouring, wholly black bills and very dark 
grey legs. When, however, Mr. Boyd saw the bird which 
remained at close range and examined it with a powerful 
telescope, magnifying to forty diameters, he discovered a 
character which I have not found mentioned in any book 
that I have consulted, namely, that the breast patches are 
much broader and less sharply defined than in mature birds ; 
indeed, as he expressed it, there were faint indications of a 
breast band. We found, on examining the skins in the 
Dresser Collection, that in immature birds there are, some
times at any rate, a few buff-tipped feathers beyond the 
patches, and even on the front of the breast. In 1923 I saw 
a single Kentish Plover on this same farm on September 6th 
and 7th (antfia, Vol. XVIII., p. 26). 

The Turnstone seldom visits either the local sewage-farms 
or the meres, and I have not before seen it on this farm ; 
three of the five remained until September 2nd, and one 
was still there on the 4th. The birds levered up the mud as 
they do a pebble or weed and then washed their bills in the 
nearest pool. 

On August 30th there was another change—fewer Red
shanks, perhaps a dozen or so, ten Dunlins, three Ringed 
Plovers and one Kentish, two Common Sandpipers (Tringa 
hypoleucos), one Greenshank, one Ruff, three Turnstones, 
and one Curlew-Sandpiper (Calidris testacea). Curlew-Sand
pipers steadily increased—two on September 2nd, twelve or 
fourteen on the 4th, thirty-three on the 9th, and between 
forty and fifty on the n t h . Mr. Boyd and I were at the farm 
at different times on the 12th, when I counted forty-nine and 
he made out fifty birds. The numbers were reduced on the 
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14th, and when Mr. C. Oldham accompanied me on the 18th 
there were still thirty-six birds on the tanks; after this the 
number diminished, and I saw the last, a single bird with 
Dunlins, on the 27th. 

From September 4th to the 14th a Ruff and a Reeve were 
together ; the Greenshank remained until at least September 
n t h , and Green Sandpipers were present, usually in couples, 
on six different dates—August 4th and 28th, and September 
2nd, 6th, n t h and 30th. On this date, September 30th, a 
Little Stint (Calidris minuta) was feeding with three Dunlins, 
but I could not find it on October 2nd, though there were 
then six Dunlins. T. A. COWARD. 

Although several of the waders which usually visit the 
Prestbury sewage-farm on autumn passage were in smaller 
numbers than in most years, Green Sandpipers were more 
numerous. Snipe were not very abundant, and Common 
Sandpipers, Redshanks, Ringed Plovers and Dunlin were 
present only in very small parties. 

The returning Green Sandpipers, three birds, were first 
noticed on July 15th, and though the numbers observed 
varied slightly, they steadily rose, until both on August 4th 
and August 16th, I counted nine, and there may have been 
one or two more. On September 4th and 9th ten were 
counted, but on some fourteen other visits to the farm 
between August 21st and September 23rd, from five to seven 
was the usual number present. Two were on the farm on 
October 4th. 

On September 22nd I saw two on a stream at some little 
distance from the farm. RONALD M. GARNETT. 

WADERS AT BRENT RESERVOIR, MIDDLESEX. 
ON September 2nd, 1928, at the Brent Reservoir, I saw a 
flock of eleven Greenshanks (Tringa nebularia). The water-
level of the reservoir had been lowered considerably and 
large stretches of mud were exposed. I informed certain 
other members of the London Natural History Society of 
the presence of the birds, and the following day Mr. J. P. 
Hardiman visited the reservoir and saw nine Greenshanks. 
On September 12th I again visited the reservoir and saw a 
Sanderling (Crocethia alba) in winter plumage, two Curlew-
Sandpipers (Calidris testacea) and a Greenshank. Mr. J. P. 
Hardiman on the 13th saw the Curlew-Sandpipers and Green
shank, but the Sanderling had moved on. On September 
17th, when Mr. and Mrs. H. Boyd Watt visited the reservoir, 
the Curlew-Sandpipers and Greenshank were still present. 
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Dunlin and Ringed Plover were also present on each visit. 
The Curlew-Sandpipers were very tame, allowing approach 
to within ten yards or so. L. PARMENTER. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPERS IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 
ON September 16th, 1928, Mr. T. A. Coward and I watched 
three Curlew-Sandpipers (Calidris testacea) feeding on a patch 
of mud and sand at Gailey Pool. 

The Curlew-Sandpiper has been recorded once previously 
in Staffordshire—in 1923—also on September 16th ; I saw 
it then on another large reservoir in the south-west of the 
county (cf. British Birds, Vol. XVII., p. 142). A. W. BOYD. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 
ON October 21st, 1928, I saw a Grey Phalarope (Phalaropus 
fulicarius) on an artificial lake in Bedford. There were about 
forty Mute Swans on the same piece of water. These drove 
the Phalarope away when it approached them. It had 
disappeared on the following day. H. W. FINLINSON. 

SANDWICH TERNS IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON June 3rd, 1928, at 7 p.m., Mr. Charles Oldham and I saw 
a party of four Sandwich Terns (Sterna sandvicensis) at 
Newport, Pembrokeshire. Entering the bay—apparently 
from the open sea—they disported themselves for over an hour 
close inshore, diving frequently and resting at intervals on 
the sands by the tide-wash. On leaving, all flew slowly 
off, so far as we could judge, straight out to sea. 

On June 4th we were away in the evening ; but on June 
5th, at the same time and place, we again watched a party 
of four which came, behaved and departed, in exactly the 
same manner as those we observed two days previously. 
Possibly they were the same birds ; but in any case wc saw 
no more of them during the four ensuing days. 

Sandwich Terns appear to be very rare visitors to south
west Wales, and this, I believe, is the first record of the 
species in Pembrokeshire. BERTRAM LLOYD. 

LITTLE GULLS IN YORKSHIRE AND SPOTTED 
REDSHANK IN DURHAM-

AN adult Little Gull (Lams minutus) was seen at Whitby, 
Yorkshire, on August 27th, 1928. It was just changing into 
winter plumage, and frequented the mouth of the harbour 
every day up to September 10th. An immature bird of this 
species was observed on October 25th on the Yorkshire side 
of the Tees estuary. This bird was flying steadily southwards. 
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On November 4th, 1928, we saw a Spotted Redshank 
(Tringa erythropus) on the Darlington sewage-farm. By its 
plumage it was a bird of the year. It was wading deeply, 
and, at times, swimming. When swimming it jerked its head 
like a Moorhen. It ducked nervously like a Common Red
shank when approached and called loudly several times on 
the wing. The call was something like " tchu-it," several 
times repeated, with a short interval between each " tchu-it." 

M. G. ROBINSON. 
W. E. ALMOND. 

WHITE STARLING IN SUSSEX.—Mr. R. Carlyon-Britton 
informs us that on July 30th, 1928, he watched a pure white 
Starling (Sturnus v. vulgaris) feeding with a flock of normal 
birds at Portobello, Sussex. He could not get close enough 
to see the colour of the hides. In September, 1928, another 
Starling with white striatums on the rump was to be seen at 
Fishbourne, Sussex, for a week or so. 

TREE-CREEPER'S NESTS IN BUILDINGS.—With reference to 
the note on this subject (antea, p. 138), Mr. J. A. Bames 
informs us that six years ago he found a nest in Westmorland 
in an occupied house, behind a board which fitted closely 
against a roughcast wall just under the eaves. The house 
was quite a new one, with no ivy or climbingplants upon it. 
Records for sheds and outhouses are much more numerous. 

Mr. N. Tracy informs us that in the spring of 1925 a Tree-
Creeper built a nest behind some loose boards and posts in a 
small tool-shed near King's Lynn, Norfolk. As the door of 
the shed was generally kept locked, the bird used to gain 
entry through a small hole just above the door. This nest 
hatched off safely. In 1926, evidently the same pair built in 
the hut again, but this time on a shelf amongst some pea-
guards about two feet above their last year's nest. This nest 
also hatched off safely. About six years ago he saw a Tree-
Creeper's nest inside a boathouse on the Broads. 

LITTLE OWL IN NORTHUMBERLAND.—Mr. M. Portal informs 
us that a Little Owl (Athene n. vidalii) was shot at Angerton, 
Morpeth, Northumberland, on Mr. F. Straker's estate, on 
October 10th, 1928. The bird has seldom been recorded 
from Northumberland. 

SPOTTED CRAKES IN PEMBROKESHIRE.—Mr. H. A. Gilbert 
informs us that a wounded Porzana porzana was picked up 
by a dog on a wet bog near Solva on October 26th, 1928, 
while on the following day Mr. Gilbert saw at close range 
another Spotted Crake on a bog to the north of St. Davids. 
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