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AUTUMN HABITS OF ROOKS. 
BY 

T H E REV. E. PEAKE. 

THE aerial performances of Rooks (Corvus f. frugilegus) in 
autumn, as described by the Rev. E. U. Savage (antea, p. 57), 
have, I venture to suggest, a territorial significance. The 
visits of these birds to their nesting place or home are always 
attended by excitement and play. In September and October 
visits during the day are much more frequent than at other 
times in the non-breeding season and possibly this is owing 
to food being obtainable more or less near at hand after all 
the crops of grass or corn have been cleared off the fields. 
The more genial the atmospheric conditions, the greater is 
the excitement, the fun more furious. The wheeling and 
diving " stunts " take place chiefly about mid-day, with a 
clear, cloudless sky, and a fair, if not considerable, wind. 

Except for a month or a month and a half after the nesting 
season is finished, say the end of May, Rooks scarcely ever 
fail to pay a morning visit to the Rookery. If the weather 
never varied it would be as regular as clockwork with a few 
minutes' difference each day, according to the sun. The 
visit is generally marked by chasings to and fro and clamour. 
Visits during the day are occasional, and visits in the evening 
unusual except as nesting time approaches in February and 
March, and in September or early October. 

It is interesting to observe the direction from which Rooks 
arrive in the morning, or leave in the evening, so as to find 
out where their roosting-place is. Notes taken for seven 
years at Bluntisham, St. Ives, Huntingdonshire, seem to 
show that up to the beginning of October the Rectory Rooks 
go in a north-west direction, presumably to the woods near 
the famous Monks' Wood, Upwood or Wennington, but at 
that date they begin to go south, no doubt to Madingley, near 
Cambridge, a great roosting-place. On. September 28th, 
1927, I observed one band go south, another north. One or 
two notes seem to suggest that they possibly try at this time 
an intermediate place, Hemingford Park, which is due west, 
as they seem to make off in that direction. All the places 
named are about equidistant—from six to eight miles away, 
" as the Crow flies." 

Can any evidence about migration be derived from this 
movement of Rooks by a comparison of observations ? Is 
the cause " phototropic," or is it due to the thinning of the 
leaves in their favourite roost ? I note in Beebe's Log of 
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the Sun, p. 217, it is stated that about October 15th the Crows 
begin to flock "back and forth to and from their winter 
roosts ; the constancy of the mean date is remarkable." The 
exact species of Crow is not named, but is presumably 
C. brachyrhynchos. 

There is no need to describe the various forms of the aerial 
display of the Rooks, the massed wheeling, sometimes in 
solemn silence, sometimes with clamour, the side-slipping, 
rolling and diving of individuals. The rending of the air in 
the sudden dives is bound to attract the attention, even of the 
casual. The other day a big phalanx of Rooks passed over 
my head with a roar of wings, then they suddenly turned, 
and, opening out, came soaring down the wind, bursting into 
loud clamour, with a Jackdaw obligato—for the Jackdaws 
join in these evolutions. There seems no evidence that 
mating has anything to do with these performances. You 
certainly see two playing together sometimes, but you may 
see one by himself. Rooks often seem to go about in pairs. 
Certainly when the trees are clear of leaves, you may see 
pairs attending to the old nests. 

The middle of September is the most likely time to see the 
air manoeuvres of the Rooks in their most extravagant and 
varied forms, but I have observed them as early as August 3rd 
and as late as December 3rd. 


