
THE BIRDS OF OXFORDSHIRE, B E R K S H I R E AND 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE : AN APPEAL FROM T H E OXFORD 

ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—May I be spared a little space to invite the attention of your 
readers to the Annual Report of the Oxford Ornithological Society on 
the Birds of Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. This Report, 
the last issue of which you were good enough to notice very favourably 
recently, has now been published regularly for some years, and is 
intended to cover the whole of the above three counties, which are not 
catered for by any other similar publication. We have already a 
number of valuable correspondents in some of the districts more 
remote from Oxford, but considerable areas, especially in Bucks, and 
some parts of Berks., are still very scantily or not a t all represented 
in our list of contributors. As Editor, I cannot feel altogether satisfied 
with this state of things, notwithstanding the gratification which I feel 
at the kind reception and support which the Report has already 
received, and this year I am making a special effort to enlist as far as 
possible the co-operation of all keen observers throughout the area. 
May I, therefore, appeal to those of your readers living in or familiar 
with any part of the above area who are not already contributors, to 
support their county report by placing themselves in touch with me 
and contributing notes when possible. They will thus assist in 
making the Report what it aims a t being—as fully and completely 
representative of the whole area as possible. 

I need scarcely add that it is in no way my wish to divert from 
British Birds any records of sufficiently wide interest and importance 
to merit publication in a journal devoted to British Ornithology in 
general. The Oxford Report is a local report and as such aims primarily 
at treating matters of mainly local interest more exhaustively than is 
practicable or even desirable in the journals of wider scope. Special 
attention is given to such matters as local distribution, fluctuations in 
the numbers of breeding birds, arrivals and departure of migrants, and 
observations of a bionomical or ecological nature, where these are 
concerned with the area under consideration, and not wholly to records 
of uncommon birds, though these are not neglected. 

I shall be happy to give further details about the Report or the 
Society, or both, to anyone interested. B. W. TUCKER. 
D E P T . OF ZOOLOGY, UNIVERSITY MUSEUM, OXFORD. 

AN EARLY WORK ON BIRD MIGRATION. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—Referring to my notes on " An Early Work on Bird 
Migration " (antea, Vol. XXI. , pp. 220-226), I find that the anonymous 
work I referred to is thus mentioned by George Edwards in his Natural 
History of Birds, Part II., 1747, p. 114:— 

" There was published some Years ago by Mr. Charles Morton, 
without Date, and since republished in the Harleian Miscellany, 
Vol, I I . Page 558. an ingenious, tho' I think chimerical, Account of 
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the Passage of Birds, which supposes them to go to the Moon, or 
some invisible aerial Island fixed above our Atmosphere, with some 
other such like Conjectures." 
The above is confirmation—if confirmation is necessary—of Charles 

Morton's authorship of the anonymous work in question. 
H U G H S. GLADSTONE. 

LATE BREEDING OF GOLDFINCHES. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to the note on late breeding of Goldfinches 
(Cardmlis c. britannica) in Devon {antea, p . 159), such cases are not un
common in my garden on the north coast of Cornwall. The following 
are instances from my records :— 

A brood left the nest on September 4th, 1924. 
,, ,, ,, ,, ,, „ September 7th, 1925. 
„ , ,, „ September 1st, 1927. 
,, ,, „ „ ,, „ September 4th, 1928. 

Late Greenfinches' nests also occur :— 
A brood left the nest on September 3rd, 1927. 
„ „ ,, ,, ,, ,, September 2nd, 1928. 

MAWGAN, ST. COLUMB. B. H. RYVES. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—The communication by Mr. Owen Wynne of his note on the 
late breeding of the British Goldfinch (Carduelis c. britannica) in 
Devonshire (antea, p . 159) prompts me to record tha t I saw at the 
mouth of the Rhymney River in Monmouthshire, on September 29th, 
1928, a family of three young Goldfinches which were following their 
parents around and still being fed by them. None of the young made 
the slightest effort to find food for itself. GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 

[September nests of Goldfinch with young have been frequently 
reported from many districts in England. Fledged young were noted 
in Northants on September 25th, 1895 {Zool., 1896, p . 61), and three 
young still in the nest on October 2nd, 1901, in Derbyshire.— 
F . C. R . JotTRDAIN.] 
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