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NOTES ON THE NESTING HABITS OF THE 
PEREGRINE FALCON (2). 

BY 

GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM, M.B.O.U., and 
H. MORREY SALMON, M.C. 

(PLATE 2.) 

IN Vol. XXL, page 26, Captain H. A. Gilbert has dealt with 
this subject up to the time the eggs have been laid and incuba
tion is proceeding, and so perhaps our notes may be useful as 
a supplement to his, for they were made at a nest which he 
discovered, and at which we were able to carry on observations 
while he was away in Scotland. 

F I G . 1.—The Falcon swooping overhead, 
chattering. 

(Photographed by G. C. S. Ingram.) 

The eyry is that which is shown in the photograph which 
accompanies his article, and was situated upon a cliff among 
the hills of South Wales. Immediately above the ledge used 
by the Falcons was a Raven's nest which had been occupied 
the previous season, when four young Ravens had been 
successfully reared. 

On June 6th, as we climbed across the screes which lay 
below the eyry, it became apparent that the three eggs which 
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it held on the occasion of our last visit (May 24th) had been 
safely hatched, for both parents flew out at us, swooping 
around and chattering with rage, a demonstration which we 
have learnt by past experiences with this species and the 
Merlin, to connect with the presence of young in the nest, 
for at other times it is very rarely, if ever, indulged in. 

The three white, down-clad young lay huddled together 
and looked to be five or six days old. They kept up a constant 
chorus of wheezy chuckings until their mother returned an 
hour later. She had flown past the ledge many times, the 
" whoof " of her wings as she passed the hide giving some 
indication of the irate at which she was flying, but at length 
she alighted, and, after a suspicious survey, walked quickly 
to the young. She dropped forward on to them and raked 
them under her with her bill, shuffling from side to side as she 
did so, puffing out her breast-feathers and partially opening 
her wings, but she never really got them underneath her, for 
they were always visible below her breast. 

Three hours later the tiercel was heard calling, a long-drawn 
" e-eep, e-eep, e-eep," and she hurriedly left, returning almost 
immediately with the headless body of a pigeon held in her 
talons. The young were fed for twenty minutes, after which 
she flew off, taking the remains with her. 

Other visits were made on June 13th and 20th, but on 
neither of them were we fortunate enough to see the young 
fed. They spent their time huddled together, sleeping, and 
rarely made a movement of any description. On each 
occasion our greeting by their parents was even more demon
strative and vociferous than the last, and on June 20th the 
tiercel came swooping down at us with a fierce noise of wings, 
passing above our heads at a height of only a few feet and 
causing us to cover-up hurriedly. 

On June 27th it was possible to make a guess at the sexes 
of the three young. The smallest and most active of them 
was also the one most advanced in plumage, and we were 
pretty certain that it was a male. While his larger and 
more lethargic sisters spent most of their time in sleep, he 
was constantly moving about, wing-stretching and preening, 
regarding the heavens with a keen and quick eye, and vastly 
interested in every passing bird. 

The ledge was in a disgusting state by this time, but there 
were few signs of prey to be seen upon it, only the legs of a 
pigeon, but below it, at the foot of the rocks, other grim 
remains were plentiful. 

Several attempts were made by the various members of the 
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family, from time to time, to break up the pigeon-legs, but 
although they had learnt how to hold and tear, they all lacked 
sufficient strength as yet to accomplish this. 

When we appeared on the ledge behind the hide, they all, 
for the first time, broke into a chorus of protest, using the 
harsh " yack, yack " of their parents. Meanwhile the latter 

FIG. 2.—The Eyry. June 27th. The Falcon has just brought in a 
Pigeon. 

(Photographed by G. C. S. Ingram.) 

were flying around, wailing and " hacking,"and the tiercel was 
so worked up he attempted to vent his wrath upon the 
falcon, for he circled above her and then, closing his wings, 
dropped at her like a stone, while she, avoiding his stoop with 
a swerve, stopped her cries and beat a retreat. 

The young were still on the ledge on July 4th, but looked 
almost ready to leave. They greeted our arrival by adding 
their cries to those of their parents, and the noise they made 
was astonishing. The young male flew off directly we climbed 



F I G . 3.—The Falcon and the two young females. July 4th. 
Compare condition of the eyry with Fig. 2. 

(Photographed by H. Morrey Salmon.) 
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to the hide, alighting upon a ledge a few feet away, but his 
sisters did not attempt to follow. 

As on previous occasions, they were fed between five 
and six o'clock in the evening, and we came to the conclusion 
that after the first two weeks of their lives no food is brought 
in between the hours of n a.m. and 5 p.m. 

During this period, on the days of our observation, for the 
greater part, both birds, unless disturbed, spent the time 
sitting on the rocks in various places from 200 to 600 yards 
approximately from the eyry. About midday they usually 
left for from half to one hour, but we did not see a kill brought 
in from any of these midday sorties. 

About 4 p.m., usually, the tiercel left first, followed by 
the falcon a little later, and while it was noticeable that at 
midday they went over the hill towards the next valley, 
across wild and open country, in the afternoon they went in 
the direction of a small country town, and it was evidently 
from here that they obtained the pigeons on which the young 
were fed. 

Twice the falcon was observed to return first, without 
prey, the tiercel bringing a pigeon later, which he plucked at 
one spot, and, calling the falcon, deposited on another rock 
on the cliff top, whence she fetched it, and eventually took 
it to the young. 

All the birds we saw brought in were pigeons, and we found 
the remains only of this species among those we examined 
in the eyry, and, except feathers of one Ring-Ouzel, nothing 
else on the ground beneath it. Little or no hunting, apparently; 
was done in the immediate neighbourhood. 

Owing to the distance of this eyry from our homes (fifty 
miles by car and then a stiff up-hill walk of three-quarters 
of an hour) it was impossible for us to reach it much before 
10.30 a.m., but on more than one occasion, upon our arrival, 
we had found the family engaged in a meal. 
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The Falcon brooding. June 6th. 
(Photographed by G. C. S. Ingram.) 
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