
TOTES 
THE INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 

SOME BRITISH BIRDS. 

THE following data were obtained during 1928, those marked * 
from north Westmorland, the rest from north Cumberland. 

Species. 

Greenfinch (Chloris ch. chloris) ... 
Bullfinch (Pyrrhula p. nesa) 
Tree-Pipit (Atithus t. trivialis) ... 
Grey Wagtail (Motacilla c. cinerea) 
Stonechat (Saxicola t. hibemans) 
Martin (Delickon u. urbica) 

*Peregrine Falcon (Falco p 
peregrinus) 

Merlin (F. c. tesalon) 
*Kestrel (F. t. tinnunwlus) 
*Buzzard (Buteo b. buteo) 
* Wood-Pigeon (Columbap. palumbus) 
•Sandpiper (Tringa hypoleucos) 
Landrail (Crex crex) 

Incubation- Fledging-
Period Period 

in Days. in Days. 
14 
12 

14 

13 

13 
12 

15 
22 

36 
25 
27 
4i 
29 

20 

*9 
R. H. BROWN. 

T H E following observations on incubation- and fledging-
periods were made at Brighouse, Yorkshire, during 1928. 

Species. 

f Greenfinch (Ch. ch. chloris) 
1st brood 
2nd brood ... 

(Nests about 3 yds. apart.) 
Linnet (C. c. cannabina) 
Redbreast (E. r. metophilus) 

1st brood 
2nd brood ... 

Hedge-Sparrow (P. m. occiden-
talis) 

3rd egg 

Incuba
tion 

period 
in days.J 

14 
12-13 

12 

Fledging- No. 
period of 
in days. Eggs. 

13-14 
16 

13th 

14th 12-13th 
14th 1 0 - i l t h 

No. Fledged. 

5 3 (2 young died) 
5 5 

5 5 

5 3 (2 infertile) 
3 3 

14th 13 4 2 ( 1 infertile) 
15th died on third day. 

J. C. S. ELLIS. 

t Interval ol tnirteen days between first fledging and first egg of second brood. 



VOL. XXII,] NOTES. 209 

EAST TO WEST MIGRATION ACROSS THE ENGLISH 
CHANNEL IN JANUARY. 

A FEW years ago I recorded immigration of Larks at Dungeness 
in early January, I was staying there again at the same 
season this year (December 28th to January 2nd) with 
Messrs. F. R. Barlow and J. D. Wood, and following easterly 
winds, which set in on December 31st, we witnessed the same 
phenomenon, though different species were involved. 

On January 1st, 1929, a flock of Starlings (Stumus vulgaris) 
came in from the east, flying strongly, about 8.30 a.m., the 
wind being then north-east and rather fresh. About 1.30 p.m. 
the same day, on Romney Marsh, some miles from the coast, 
a flock of sixty or more Snow-Buntings (Plecirophenax nivalis) 
flew past us westwards; they appeared to settle some 
distance away, but we could not find them, and in any case I 
think they were probably engaged in a similar westward flight. 

Next morning Starlings were again arriving from oversea 
and crossing the shingle in flocks, going rather north of west. 
The wind had become almost due east and was strong. We 
alsb saw a small party of Linnets (Carduelis cannabina) 
flying north-west across the shingle, and at midday, when the 
wind had increased, a single Linnet reached the shore, west 
of the point, apparently coming from the southland settled. 

The Dungeness watchers seem to regard this east to west 
passage of Starlings, Larks and Finches as a regular featrue 
when cold weather comes from the north-east in winter. It 
would be interesting to know how late it continues. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 

HOUSE-SPARROW AS PROBABLE FOSTER-PARENT 
OF CUCKOO. 

MY sister-in-law, Miss Fisher of Rathgar, Dublin, tells me 
that in the summer of 1928 she saw a young Cuckoo (Cuculus 
c. canorus) being fed by a House-Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) 
on the grass plot in front of her house. The plot is not more 
than five yards wide and there are terraces of houses all down 
each side of the road, over which there is constant traffic. 
Miss Fisher is no ornithologist, but I suppose the small bird 
reaching up to feed a big nestling is unmistakeable, I could 
find no notice of the House-Sparrow being victimized by the 
Cuckoo until I read Mr. Edgar Chance's note (antea, p. 141). 
I should also like to know what instances are recorded of 
the Cuckoo laying in suburban gardens. C. S. S. ELLISON. 

[For list of cases where the House-Sparrow has been 
victimized by the Cuckoo see The British Bird Book, II., 
p. 490 ; cf, also Brit, Birds, VII., p, 264.—F.C.R.J.] 
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SONG-PERIOD OF CORN-BUNTING. 
IN A Practical Handbook of British Birds (Vol. I., p. no) the 
song-period of the Corn-Bunting (Emberiza c. calandra) is said 
to be from February to October. 

During 1927 I heard this bird in full song in the extreme 
north of the Isle of Skye up to November 12th, when I left 
the district. In 1928 it was in full song on five days up to 
December 4th. I left the island on December 8th, and 
between the 4th and 8th there were fine periods but the song 
was not heard. The birds which sing so late appear to be the 
same individuals which have nested in that locality, for they 
use the same stations for singing. AUDREY SETON-GORDON. 

WOOD-LARK IN LANCASHIRE. 
ON December 17th, 1928,1 saw a Wood-Lark (Lullula arborea) 
on the river side near Nelson, Lanes. It was feeding amongst 
the stones and allowed of sufficiently near approach for 
certain identification. The short tail was the most noticeable 
feature, but the crest, colour of legs and pale eye-stripe also 
marked it down as being undoubtedly of this species. In 
my experience it is an uncommon bird in this district. 

D. F. JOPSON. 

PROBABLE WATER-PIPIT IN WORCESTERSHIRE. 
SINCE I published a note on the Water-Pipit's status in 
England in May, 1924 (British Birds, Vol. XVII., pp. 304-5), 
I have looked for them in vain every autumn until 1928. 
After the dry summer there was more mud than for some 
years past by the Upper Bittell reservoir during the past 
autumn, and below the open mud were stretches of Polygonum 
amphibium, providing just the feeding-grounds that Anthus 
s. spinoletta seems to like. On September 26th two Pipits 
flew over, making a note that sounded like A. s. spinoletta ; 
a little later I saw two dingy-looking Pipits at the edge of the 
mud at some distance, but at that moment a Snipe got up 
and the Pipits took alarm, and I could not find them again. 
On October n t h I could only see Meadow-Pipits (A. pratensis); 
but on the 20th, in the company of Mr. F. R. Barlow, I put 
up a single bird two or three times, and each time it made 
the spinoletta note. As in earlier years, it was very difficult 
to detect among the Polygonum, and on rising it flew long 
distances. But once, at least, we got near enough to see its 
generally dull colour; and I think it showed a little white 
in the sides of the tail as it rose from the ground. I could not 
see it on November 8th or subsequently. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 
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GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN CUMBERLAND. 
ON January 9th, 1929, I saw a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius 
excubitor) at Keswick, Cumberland. Its flight was direct but 
undulating, and the black wings with a white bar, the grey 
back, almost pure white rump and black tail with white outer 
feathers were noticeable features. D. F. JOPSON. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND 
ITS " LARDER." 

ON December 24th, 1928, near Bourton-on-the-Water, 
Gloucestershire, I observed a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius 
excubitor) fly from an isolated thorn-bush. On examining 
the bush, which was about ten feet high, I saw a Linnet hung 
on a thorn about five feet up; it was headless, and the thorn 
was driven right through the neck. The ground at the foot 
of the bush was littered with feathers of Linnet and Goldfinch. 
A further examination of the bush showed traces of feathers 
and dry blood on most of the stoutest thorns, which had 
undoubtedly been used for hanging prey. I saw another bird 
of this species about two miles lower down the Windrush Valley 
on November 27th, but found no larder. A. G. TAYLER. 

INCUBATION BY GREAT TIT OF NUTHATCH'S 
EGGS. 

ON May 2nd, 1924, in my garden in Mawgan-in-Pydar, 
N. Cornwall, a Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni) completed her 
nest in log (A), but did not lay. 

In log (B), 60 yards distant, a Nuthatch (Sitta e. aflinis) 
was in process of laying. The pair had successfully reared 
a brood in this log both in 1922 and 1923. 

On May 4th, about 10 a.m., I watched the Nuthatch leave 
her nest after laying her fifth egg and covering it up with 
dead leaves. About 11 a.m. I observed a Great Tit, with 
material in her beak, enter log (B). Two hours later the 
Nuthatch's nest was completely hidden by masses of loose 
moss. On May 5th, 6th and 7th the Tit continued to carry 
in large quantities of moss and on the 8th laid her first egg 
on the dishevelled pile of moss and, on each succeeding day, 
laid an egg and covered up each with lumps of wool. 

On May 15th the Tit laid her eighth egg and there was a 
perfect nest with the usual wool lining, containing thirteen eggs 
(eight of the Great Tit and five of the Nuthatch). The Tit 
commenced and continued incubation of both clutches, but 
only seven of her own eggs (and none of the Nuthatch) were 
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hatched. Only one of the nestlings was reared, six dying 
when nearing the fledging state. 

I never saw the Nuthatches again after 10 a.m. on May 4th. 
The Tits were undoubtedly the pair from log (A). 

The following June, when about to clean out this log (A) 
for disinfection, I found a large bumble-bee ensconced in a 
woven compartment just under the wool lining of the Great 
Tit's original nest. B. H. RYVES. 

WRENS ROOSTING IN MARTIN'S NEST. 
WITH reference to Dr. B. B. Riviere's note on Wrens (T. t. trog
lodytes) roosting together in Martins' nests (antm, Vol. XX., 
p, 262), ever since (or before) December n t h , 1928, a party of 
Wrens have roosted in a House-Martin's nest on my house 
near Earls Colne, Essex, about twenty feet from the ground; 
this evening, January 19th, I definitely counted ten enter 
the one nest. R. SPARROW. 

CURIOUS MORTALITY AMONG WRENS. 
ON the morning of January 17th, 1929, the bodies of twelve 
Wrens (Troglodytes t. troglodytes) were found in the stable-yard 
alongside my house at Sevenoaks, Kent. Eight of them 
were close together and the other four within a few yards. 
They were all fat and appeared in excellent condition. The 
yard is on the north side of the house with ivy on the house 
wall. There was about one inch of snow on the ground and 
the screen thermometer that morning was 22° Fahr. There 
are two telephone wires and an aerial six or seven yards away. 
There were no external signs of injury on the bodies. 
There is a stokehold for central heating in the basement a 
few yards away. 

It seems possible that if the Wrens were roosting together 
they might have been gassed, but it is difficult to imagine 
how. 

Wrens are fairly common in this neighbourhood, but it is 
rare to see more than two together, except a family party 
after nesting time. 

I am completely at a loss to account for this occurrence 
and should be very glad to hear of a possible explanation. 

J. M. ROGERS. 

[A very similar case, when twelve Wrens were found dead 
in the morning after a cold night, was reported by Dr. Riviere 
(Vol, XX., p. 262). In this case thirty or more Wrens were 
seen going to roost the night before in old Martins' nests. 
Judging by Prof, Rowan's experiments on the effects of 
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extreme cold on birds (see Vol. XVIII., pp. 296-9 and 
Vol. XX., pp. 253-4) ^ would not seem likely that cold was 
directly responsible lor the death of these Wrens.—EDS.] 

NEST OF SWALLOW IN A MUG. 

WITH reference to the nest of a Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) 
in a bowl (antea, p. 160) it may be worth recording that some 
years ago I was shown a nest in a beer-mug in a shepherd's 
hut on Breydon Marsh. The birds came in and out through 
a broken window, to the delight of the marsh-farmer, who 
left the broken panes alone. 

The birds seem to have dropped soft mud in the pot ; then 
stuck some straws on the edge of the mug, which also stuck, 
and on this foundation built their clay nest. 

After the young birds left, I secured, the mug and nest, and 
placed them in the Tolhouse Museum, Yarmouth. 

A, H. PATTERSON, 

s 
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SHELD-DUCKS BREEDING IN TREES IN SUFFOLK. 
WITH reference to Mr. J. U. Todd's note on this subject 
(antea, p. 191) it may be worth noting that in May, 1926, and 
in April, 1927, I found the nest of a Sheld-Duck in a hollow of 
a large willow tree growing beside a small mere on the (new) 
Ipswich Golf Course. In the former case the bird was sitting 
and the eggs were covered with down ; in the latter incubation 
had not begun and the eggs were uncovered. The nest could 
almost be reached from the ground. A keeper told me he 
had found a nest in a tree close to the Orwell and a boy found 
another in a similar situation, so that this would seem to be a 
not uncommon habit in this part of Suffolk. 

T. G. POWELL. 

[Apparently this habit is a purely local one and possibly 
is due to cold, heavy soil being unsuitable for breeding 
purposes ; light, sandy ground being preferable.—EDS.] 

GARGANEY IN WORCESTERSHIRE. 
ON September 22nd, 1928, I put up a Garganey (Anas 
querquedula)—a drake, judging from the amount of grey in the 
wing—with some Teal at the Upper Bittell reservoir. On 
September 26th there was no sign of it. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK IN MERIONETH. 
MR. E. H. T. BIBLE reports a female Long-tailed Duck (Clangula 
hyemalis) on the Dovey estuary on December 17th, 1928, and 
two on the same water on the 26th. H. E. FORREST. 

LONG-TAILED DUCKS IN HERTFORDSHIRE AND 
THEIR DIVING HABITS. 

ON November 1st, 1928, and again on the 2nd, 4th and 5th, 
I saw two immature Long-tailed Ducks (Clangula hyemalis) 
at Tring. This species is known to have occurred at Tring 
on five previous occasions in the last forty years. Of these, 
four were in November and the fifth within three days of 
the beginning of that month. The evidence is perhaps 
insufficient to argue a regular movement at this season, but 
such punctuality suggests something more than mere 
coincidence. 

On November 1st the two birds were on the same reservoir, 
diving incessantly during the half-hour that I spent with 
them. On the 4th, when I was at the reservoirs with Mr. 
Bertram Lloyd, the larger bird, which I took to be a male, 
had moved to an adjoining reservoir, where its isolation 
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enabled us accurately to time its dives. Two series of seven 
consecutive dives gave an average of 34.3 seconds below and 
7.9 above water (35:6, 34:8, 30:7, 31:5, 35:8, 38:5, 30:9 and 
38:7, 36:10, 31:8, 33:11, 34:9, 39:8, 36:9),i.e., 81.3 per cent, of 
the time was spent below. On the 5th a series of eight and 
another of nine gave rather different results (38:8, 39:7, 42:7, 
40:15, 43:8, 39:7, 38:25, 40:7 and 32:14, 30:26, 39:15, 41:10, 
40:9, 45:12, 46:9, 42:14, 41:8), an average of 40 seconds 
below and n . 8 above, i.e., the bird was below the surface for 
77 per cent, of the total time. 

Most, perhaps all, diving ducks, when intent on feeding, 
swim lower in the water than when at rest and the tail is then 
awash and slightly expanded. In some, e.g., Tufted Duck, 
Pochard, Scaup and Red-crested Pochard, no further expan
sion takes place when the bird dives, but in others, e.g., 
Common Scoter, Goldeneye and Smew, the tail-feathers are 
distinctly fanned as the bird goes down. In the Long-tailed 
Duck this pectination is much more apparent than in any 
other species I know, and the individual feathers stand out 
like the fingers of an outspread hand. But more remarkable 
is the way in which the bird half opens its wings in the act of 
diving, just as a Guillemot does, a habit it shares with the 
Harlequin (J. G. Millais, quoting W. H. St. Quintin, Brit. 
Diving Ducks, I., p. 141) and, according to Dr. C. W. Townsend 
(Auk, XXVI., p. 240), with Eiders and Scoters too. Per
sonally I have never remarked this habit in either Eider or 
Scoter. Most diving ducks, e.g., Tufted Duck and Pochard, 
as may be seen in the London parks on any winter day, go down 
and swim below water with wings pressed close to the body. 
Dr. Townsend (loc. cit.) asserts that Long-tail, Harlequin, 
Scoters and Eiders use their wings for propulsion under water, 
and it may be that opening the wings in the act of diving is 
correlated with that action. CHAS. OLDHAM. 

FOOD OF BITTERN IN LANCASHIRE. 

I REGRET to record that on January 1st, 1929, a Bittern 
(Botaurus c. stellaris) was shot at Rusland, which lies about 
half-way between Lakeside, Windermere, and Nibthwaite, 
at the foot of Coniston. It was a female ; the stomach 
contained a minnow, two sticklebacks and a small eel, all 
much digested, with some vegetable matter. This is the 
third occurrence in this immediate neighbourhood, the earlier 
dates being February, 1857, a n d January, 1896. 

CHARLES F. ARCHIBALD. 
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SLAVONIAN GREBE IN WORCESTERSHIRE. 
ON October n t h , 1928, there was a single Slavonian Grebe 
(Podiceps auritus) on the Upper Bittell reservoir. After it 
had flown across the water I was able to get quite close to it 
behind a hedge. The straight, short, rather thick beak was 
noticeable ; and the white on the face extended back behind 
the eye, so that there was only a narrow line of black on the 
upper neck. It also seemed to me that, except on the top of 
the head, the dark colour was less intense than it usually 
appears on P. nigricollis. The latter is certainly a much more 
frequent visitor to these waters. Mr. E. St. G. Betts saw 
this bird on October 13th and confirmed the identification. 
On the 20th it had disappeared. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

GREAT SHEARWATER IN SUFFOLK. 

ON January 7th, 1929, a Great Shearwater (Puffinus gravis) 
was picked up by Mr. C. G. Doughty on Gorleston beach, 
which is on the south side of Yarmouth harbour-mouth, and 
therefore on the Suffolk side of the Norfolk boundary. It 
proved on dissection to be a male, and is now in my collection. 

This species appears very rarely to visit that portion of the 
North Sea which lies within the latitude of the Norfolk and 
Suffolk coasts. The only specimen which has been obtained 
in Norfolk was picked up on the beach at Caistor on December 
22nd, 1892. Another was seen by E. Ramm at Cley on 
August 14th, 1896, and one which was probably the same bird 
by Mr. R. Gurney on August 25th. The only previous record 
for Suffolk, so far as I am aware, is one which was shot off 
Lowestoft on November 10th, 1898. B. B. RIVIERE. 

PASSAGE WADERS AT NORTH WORCESTERSHIRE 
RESERVOIRS IN 1928. 

OWING to the presence last autumn of extensive tracts of mud 
by the margins of Upper and Lower Bittell reservoirs, the 
number of waders observed by these waters greatly exceeded 
the average. 

The Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) was particularly 
noticeable, and the first seen by myself was one on July 7th 
in the company of four Common Sandpipers. One or two 
of the species were seen on each of three subsequent July 
visits, and while staying in the district from August 4th to 
August n t h , one or two were seen on every day except the 
last. The latest date noted by me was on September 1st, 
but Mr. H. G. Alexander saw one on September 13th. 
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A Greenshank (Tringa nebularia) was seen by Mr. Alexander 
at Lower Bittell on August 15th, and I saw one there myself 
on September 1st. On September 8th one flew from the 
large to the small reservoir, and I have some reason for 
thinking that a Greenshank frequented the district from the 
first date to the last. 

Common Sandpipers (Tringa hypoleucos), although fre
quently seen, were not numerous, and nine on July 7th was 
the highest number noted for a single day. Although more 
often seen from the above date onward, I have notes of the 
species in April, May, and June of last year. My latest 
autumn record is September 15th. 

The first of the few returning Redshanks (Tringa totanus) 
observed was seen on July 14th and the last on August 25th, 
three being the most seen on a single day. 

The first Dunlin (Calidris alpina) seen by me was on July 
21st, a bird with the black of the lower breast broken by paler 
colour, and two seen by Mr. Alexander on July 26th were 
both black-breasted. The occurrence of some nuptial black 
plumage was noted by me on six later occasions, the last 
being on September 18th, when one of two birds seen by us 
still, retained some dark plumage. The last date noted was 
October 20th, when Mr. Alexander and myself, independently 
of one another, saw three birds. On two occasions I saw a 
considerable flock of unidentified waders in flight which 
probably comprised many of this species. 

A Little Stint (Calidris minuta) was seen by me on 
August 25th by Upper Bittell in the company of Dunlins and 
Ringed Plovers. 

A Ruff (Philomachus pugnax) was seen by Upper 
Bittell on September 10th by Messrs. F. R. Barlow and 
J. D. Wood. 

A Ringed Plover (Charadrius h. hiaticula) was seen by 
Mr. Alexander on August n t h beside Lower Bittell, and two 
on August 15th. On August 18th I saw five by Upper Bittell 
in the company of Dunlins and a Redshank, and on August 
25th four by this water and five by Lower Bittell. The last 
seen was on September 18th, when the above observer and 
myself saw one that was evidently a bird of the year. 

While not coming strictly within the limits of this note, 
I should like to record the occurrence of two Ringed Plovers 
by Lower Bittell reservoir on June 2nd. Possibly these 
were a pair of late northward-faring migrants, and may have 
been making overland for a breeding station in one of the 
Western Isles. E. ST. GEORGE BETTS. 
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MOOR-HEN CLIMBING WIRE-NETTING. 
A MOOR-HEN (Gallinula c. chloropus) has this winter formed 
the habit of visiting chicken-runs at Bottesford Rectory, 
Leicestershire. The runs are close to the river Devon, and 
to gain access to them the bird climbs the 6-ft. wire-netting. 
It travels straight up the netting, napping its wings violently 
all the time, and moving at a great pace. On reaching the 
top of the wire it flies down into the enclosure. 

The bird goes from one chicken-run to another in this 
manner. It has also been seen to climb up the side of a 
hen-house, which had been covered with tarred felting and 
then " slatted " with wood. F. K. STAUNTON. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN SOMERSET.—Mr. C. R. Stonor 
informs us that on December 8th, 1928, he watched a Great 
Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) near East Harptree, about 
twelve miles south of Bristol. When first seen the bird was 
perched in a small willow by the side of a road, then flew to 
the top of a small oak, where it was watched for several 
minutes until it disappeared into a willow-clump. 
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