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A LIST OF THE BIRDS OF INNER LONDON 
BY 

A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

FOR the purpose of this list Inner London is an oblong area : 
the centres of the upper and lower boundaries being 2\ miles 
due north and south of Chaiing Cross, and those of the two 
sides 4 miles due east and west of that point. 

This area excludes all the reservoirs, but covers a densely 
populated district containing the central parks, except a 
small section of Victoria Park. The only birds included are 
those which have occurred within this area since the beginning 
of 1900, though reference is sometimes made to the status of 
a species prior tc that date. 

A great deal has been written about London birds, and 
naturally most of it relates to species noticed in the parks. 
Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park have never lacked regular 
observers, among whom may be mentioned Mr. J. Rudge 
Harding, Mr. C. A. Cresswell, Mr. R. G. Stonham, Mr. L. 
Parmenter and the late Mr. Harold Russell. My own almost 
daily notes, which now cover a period of more than forty 
years, relate chiefly to this region. There are, however, 
comparatively few records from the other open spaces. This 
is particularly unfortunate in the case of Battersea Park, 
which, from its position by the banks of the Thames, must be 
an excellent field for observation. 

In compiling this list I have received much useful informa
tion relating to the neighbourhood of the Zoological Gardens 
from Mr. D. Seth-Smith ; the south-western region north of 
the Thames from Major A. H. Daukes and Mr. R. W. Hay-
man ; Battersea Park from Mr. D. W. Musselwhite, and the 
cast end from Mr. E. C. Stuart Baker and Mr. P. W. Horn, 
Curator of the Stepney Borough Museum. 

I have also been supplied, in some cases through the kindness 
of Mr. H. F. Witherby, with notes from various ornithologists 
besides those mentioned, including Miss M. G. S. Best, Mr. 
A. K. Collett, Mr. J. E. S. Dallas, Miss M. B. H. Deane, Mr. 
Frank Finn, Dr. P. Gosse, Mr. D. Gunn, Mr. G. E. Lodge, 
Dr. G. C. Low, Mr. E. G. B. Meade-Waldo, Dr. P. Manson-
Bahr, Col. R. Meinertzhagen, Mr. C. Oldham, Mr. R. W. 
Pethen and Mrs. K. Taylor. 

Mr. Witherby has. also been good enough to lend me his 
copies of the Naturalist columns of The Field lrom the 
beginning of 1907 : while for information from that source 
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during the first seven years covered by this list I have relied, 
partly on extracts from The Field in my note books, and 
partly on references to it in the Geographical Bibliography of 
British Ornithology. Mr. F. R. Finch has kindly verified my 
references to The Field during this earlier period. 

I am much indebted to Mr. J. Rudge Harding for taking 
the trouble to revise the manuscript of the list. 

Where the validity of a record is doubtful, or the identity 
of a recorder is unknown, the record has been enclosed in 
square brackets. 

This roll of Inner London birds is, no doubt, incomplete, 
but may serve as a basis for future observations. The 
omission of certain species will surprise those who realise 
that the Barn Elms reservoirs are only about half a mile from 
the western boundary of our area ; and it is certain that any 
observer who can devote time to watching the Thames and 
its shores at low tide will soon be able to add several species 
to those here mentioned. 

Excluding doubtful occurrences, this list contains 126 
species. Of these, 21 now breed regularly in Inner London, 
and 8 others have been known to breed there during the 
present century. Of the remainder, 20 may be considered 
regular visitors, while 77 are visitors of greater or less rarity. 

HOODED CROW (Corvus c. comix).—An occasional winter 
visitor. It appears to favour the shore of the Thames at 
Chelsea, where Mr. Clifford Borrer has repeatedly observed 
it on the flats at low tide (B.B., XIX., p. 30). Mr. D. C. 
Ireland has also seen it there (Field, Dec. 7th, 1901). 
The late Mr. F. D. Power recorded one from the Battel tea 
Park side of the same reach (Orn. Notes from S. London Suburb, 
P- 52). 

CARRION-CROW (C. C. corone).—A few reside and breed 
when permitted to do so. Kensington Gardens is their 
favourite haunt. Sometimes I have seen a nest built in a 
tree on some small open space ; for instance, in The Boltons, 
South Kensington, in 1921, and in Eccleston Square in 1923. 

This species is strongly established in the country round 
London, and some birds from the outlying districts appear 
to visit our parks daily. I have noticed Crows flying into 
town from the west and north-west in the early morning soon 
after dawn at all seasons of the year. Except in winter, most 
people are in bed when the birds arrive, and the Crows, 
finding the place quiet, frequently alight on the house-tops, 
whence they descend to investigate the contents of squares 
and even quite small gardens. 
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ROOK (C. / . frugilegus).—An occasional but very uncommon 
visitor to the parks north of the Thames. Mr. D. W. Mussel-
white has, however, often seen it in Battersea Park. No 
longer breeds. 

In 1900 there existed the old rookery in the garden of 
Gray's Inn, which for many years had contained from one 
dozen to two dozen occupied nests ; secondly, a colony with 
about a dozen nests in Connaught Square near the Marble 
Arch, and, thirdly, a group of ten nests, seven of which were 
in the grounds of Kingston House, Kensington Road, and 
three close by in Hyde Park. The Gray's Inn rookery lasted 
till 1915. Some said the Rooks objected to the frequent 
drilling of recruits beneath their trees ; others, that the birds 
were bullied by Crows. Anyhow, the Rooks did not nest 
there again, though occasionally a pair of birds revisited the 
place and appeared to be repairing an old nest. In 1916 
four Rooks' nests were built in a plane tree in Fountain Court, 
in the Temple, a surprising situation, within a few feet of 
many windows. This position was not again occupied. 
The Connaught Square colony lasted till 1903. The Kingston 
House rookery only existed in 1900. 

As is well-known, the chief London rookery was formerly Kensington 
Gardens, where the nests could be seen from the Broad Walk to the 
Serpentine. When Queen Victoria came to the throne, i t numbered 
roughly roo nests. These had diminished to about thir ty when, in 
1880, the rookery was destroyed by the felling of the trees. (As to old 
rookeries in London, see J . E. Harting, Field, April 22nd, 1876 ; 
E. Hamilton and Alfred Newton, Zoo}., 1878, pp. 193-9, and 441-4.) 
In 1893 a fresh colony established itself in Kensington Gardens, and 
built about a dozen nests, but the place was deserted a t the end of the 
season. During the next few years, London Rooks were very uncertain 
in their movements. Nests were built in one or two spots (e.g., there 
were nests on a tree in Albion Street, Hyde Park, in 1896, and a t the 
back of Dorchester House, Park Lane, in 1898), but these positions 
were only given short trials, and even the rookery in Connaught Square, 
which had only been established in 1891, was untenanted in 1894, 
1896 and 1899. 

JACKDAW (Colceus m. spermologus). —Resident in very 
small numbers. There has been a colony of Jackdaws for 
many years in the south-west corner of Kensington Gardens. 
This colony was at one time nourishing, but most of the old 
trees in which the birds nested have either been blown down 
by gales or lopped for the safety of the public. It is doubtful 
whether any Jackdaws have bred there during the last two 
years, though several birds still frequent the spot. Jackdaws, 
apparently unconnected with this colony, are occasionally 
seen in the parks ; and a large flock of these birds was heard 
over London in the neighbourhood of the Zoological Gardens 
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on February 14th, 1923, it being too foggy for the birds 
to be seen (D. Seth-Smith, Field, Feb. 22nd, 1923). 

MAGPIE {Pica p. pica).—I have only seen two birds of this 
species in Inner London which appeared to be wild. Mr. 
D. W. Musselwhite has seen one in Battersea Park. 

Various Magpies which have from time to time been reported from 
the parks, including those which about fifteen years ago built nests 
in the Green and St. James's Parks, were apparently birds released 
from captivity. 

JAY (Garrulus g. rufitergum).—An occasional visitor. Three 
were seen near Hyde Park Corner on May 8th, 1921 (A. R. 
Severn, Field, May 21st, 1921). A flock of fifteen, which 
may have been immigrants from the continent, visited 
Holland House grounds in the autumn of 1923 (London Nat., 
1923, p. 9) ; and a pair frequented these grounds for at least 
a fortnight in June, 1928, though I could find no evidence of 
any attempt to nest. Col. R. Meinertzhagen saw two from 
November 25th to 27th, 1928, in Kensington Palace Gardens. 
Mr. D. W. Musselwhite has noticed the Jay on two or three 
occasions in Battersea Park. 

STARLING (Sturnus v. vulgaris).—A common resident. The 
large flocks which roost in London in autumn, winter and 
early spring have attracted attention for many years past. 
Their favourite roosting-places were originally islands, such 
as are found in the Serpentine, Hyde Park, and in St. James's 
and Battersea Parks, and trees in various squares and open 
spaces. Later, when they invaded London in greater num
bers, they acquired the habit of roosting on conspicuous 
buildings, such as the Nelson Column and St. Paul's Cathedral. 
At present, the island in the Serpentine and the trees in the 
Dell in Hyde Park seem to be regarded merely as suitable 
places for a short rest before proceeding to some spot further 
east (see G. C. Low, Ibis, 1923, p. 590). The size of these 
nightly invasions differs considerably from year to year, but 
they are larger now than they were thirty-five years ago. 
The birds arrive shortly before dusk. When the weather is 
clear they sometimes enter London at a considerable height, 
diving down almost perpendicularly upon their resting-places. 
When the atmosphere is foggy I have seen them just skim
ming the roofs. The gatherings are often large as early as 
August, but sometimes decrease until towards the end of the 
year, when there is generally a large accession to their 
numbers. There is evidence that some of the hosts of immi
grant Starlings which arrive in October enter England by the 
Thames Valley, and it might be supposed that, during that 
month, the flocks of London Starlings would show a marked 
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increase. But such would not appear to be generally the 
case. 

It is not clear why these birds should prefer to sleep in 
London ; nor is it easy to say whence they come. It is 
probable that many travel a considerable distance. When 
fifteen miles west of London on a winter afternoon I have 
seen flock after flock of Starlings flying towards the town. 
These flocks enter London from various directions. The 
majority, however, appear to come from the west. 

The subject of these gatherings is worthy of study by 
anybody who has time at his disposal. 

HAWFINCH (Coccotkraustes c. coccothraustes).—One was 
picked up dead in St. James's Park on July 13th, 1926 
(H. Russell, Times, July 24th, 1926). 

GREENFINCH (Chloris ch. Moris).—Resident. Has lately 
increased. Greenfinches are always to be seen in the grounds 
of Holland House, where they have bred in small numbers 
for many years. 

GOLDFINCH (Carduelis c. britannica).—An uncommon 
visitor. Has been noticed on several occasions in autumn 
and winter in the Kensington Gardens Bird Sanctuary. I 
have never seen more than two Goldfinches at a time in 
London, except on November 5th, 1921, when I found a small 
charm in the grounds of Holland House. Mr. D. Seth-Smith 
saw a young bird in the autumn of 1920 in the Zoological 
Gardens ; and Mr. D. W. Musselwhite has once met with a 
Goldfinch in Battersea Park. 

TWITE (C. / . flavirostris).—Mr. E. M. Nicholson saw and 
heard two which were flying over the Round Pond, Kensing
ton Gardens, on November 21st, 1925 {Field, December 3rd, 
I925)-

LESSER REDPOLL (C. I. cabaret).-—Passes over the Zoological 
Gardens in October, and sometimes comes down to aviaries 
in which there are captive birds (D. Seth-Smith). Small 
parties have twice been seen in Kensington Park Gardens by Col. 
R. Meinertzhagen: in October, 1926, and March, 1928. I once 
saw a Lesser Redpoll which had flown into a house in Philli-
more Gardens, Campden Hill, but have never met with the 
species in Kensington Gardens or Hyde Park, where it has 
probably been overlooked, for it is often seen at Highgate 
and Hampstead, where it is said to breed, and in winter 
frequents Wimbledon and Putney Heath, where also it is 
known to have bred. 

LINNET (C. C. cannabina).-—An occasional visitor, chiefly 
in autumn and winter. A pair frequented the framing ground 
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in Hyde Park during the summers of 1916 and 1918. There 
is some evidence that they bred there on the latter occasion 
(J. Rudge Harding, Selborne Mag., XXIX., p. 51). 

BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula p. nesa).—An occasional visitor. 
Reported on various occasions from Kensington Gardens and 
Hyde Park. Mr. D. W. Musselwhite has once seen it in 
Battersea Park. 

CHAFFINCH (Fringilla c. Calebs).—To be seen at all seasons, 
though probably very few birds remain in town throughout 
the year. There is an influx of Chaffinches in severe weather, 
but these leave when it becomes milder. Others arrive in 
spring and stay to nest. Formerly it was rather scarce in 
the breeding-season. During the last few summers there 
must have been four or five pairs in Kensington Gardens and 
about as many in Hyde Park. It breeds in the grounds of 
Holland House, the Zoological Gardens (D. Seth-Smith), and 
probably in most of the larger parks. 

BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla).—A rare visitor. It 
has been seen in Kensington Gardens on October 23rd, 1908, 
by myself (Selborne Mag., XX., p. 43), and on April 3rd, 1914, 
by my sister, Miss F. E. Macpherson (t.c, XXV., p. 31). 
[This last mentioned bird was very likely the one seen there 
on the following day by Miss D. Eardley-Beecham (B.B., 
VII., p. 344), and a few days later in the same month by Mr. 
J.RudgeHarding(SeZ6omeM«g.,XXVI,p.4i).] On January 
17th, 1926, four were seen by Mr. F. R. Finch during very 
cold weather in Cheyne Row and Lordship Place, Chelsea 
(Field, Jan. 28th, 1926). 

HOUSE-SPARROW (Passer d. domesticus).—A very numerous 
resident. Can be seen in some of the parks taking bread 
from the hand. I have seen every imaginable variety in 
London : the most striking being a cock Sparrow with a 
bright chestnut throat and breast, and another heavily 
marked with black on the throat, breast and flanks, very like 
the Spanish Sparrow. 

TREE-SPARROW (P. m. montanus).—Col. R. Meinertzhagen, 
on May 17th, 1928, saw three in Kensington Park Gardens. 

The only other Tree-Sparrow I have heard of in Inner London was 
one seen by the late Mr. Howard Saunders in Kensington Gardens as 
long ago as 1899. 

YELLOW BUNTING (Emberiza c. citrinella).—A very rare 
visitor. On April 24th, 1903, I saw and heard one singing in 
Hyde Park (Nature Notes, XV., p. 88), and Mr. L. Parmenter 
saw one there on March 28th, 1928. 

These are the only two I have heard of in Inner London during the 
present century, though I have seen it on three occasions prior to 1900. 
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SKY-LARK (Alauda a. arvensis).-—Not infrequently seen. 
Sometimes alights in the parks, but rarely stays long. Flocks 
of considerable size sometimes pass over London shortly 
before or during severe weather. In March, 1916, a Sky-
Lark took up its abode by the water-works on Campden Hill, 
and could be heard singing daily. Mr. D. Seth-Smith informs 
me that in spring it is often heard singing over the Zoological 
Gardens. 

TREE-PIPIT (Anthus t. trivialis),—Occasionally seen in spring 
in Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park. Its visits are rarer 
than they were. Mr. D. Seth-Smith saw one in April, 1926, 
in a tree near the Keeper's Lodge, Zoological Gardens. It is 
most unusual for a Tree-Pipit to sing when on the ground, 
but I heard one singing from this position on May 10 th, 1917, 
in Kensington Gardens (Selbome Mag., XXIX., p. 16). 

MEADOW-PIPIT (A. pratensis),—-Often seen and at all 
seasons. It usually occurs singly or in very small parties. 
The largest gathering I have seen in London was a flock of 
about thirty. 

YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. rayi).-—Occasionally seen 
in spring in Regent's Park ; but very rarely at that season 
in Kensington Gardens or Hyde Park, though it has been 
observed there in autumn more than once (L. Parmenter). 
It is surprising that it has not been noticed more frequently, 
considering that many pairs breed a short distance outside the 
western boundary of our area. It has been seen in autumn 
in St. George's Recreation Ground, Stepney (P. W. Horn). 

GREY WAGTAIL (M. C. cinerea).—A fairly regular but not 
numerous visitor from August to February to those parks 
which have lakes. Major A. H. Daukes tells me that, on 
November 3rd, and again on December 2nd, 1928, one actually 
visited his garden at .22, Egerton Terrace, South Kensington. 
It appears in autumn and spring at the ponds of the Zoological 
Gardens and on the banks of the Regent's Canal (D. Seth-
Smith). One was picked up dead in the grounds of St. 
George's Recreation Ground, Stepney (P. W. Horn). Seen 
in winter on the banks of the Thames by Battersea Park and 
Chelsea (R. W. Hayman). 

PIED WAGTAIL (M. a. yarrellii).—Frequently seen. It 
has bred on several occasions in Hyde Park, and has done so 
at least once in Kensington Gardens. It nested in the 
Zoological Gardens some years ago (D. Seth-Smith) and is 
often seen there on the lawns. It has also been noticed in 
September and October in the St. George's Recreation 
Ground, Stepney (P. W. Horn). 
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WHITE WAGTAIL (M. a. alba).—On April 30th, 1925, one 
was seen by Mr. R. W. Hayman on the foreshore of the 
Thames at Chelsea (Field, May 14th, 1925). 

TREE-CREEPER (Certhia f. britannica).—An occasional 
visitor, but rarely seen except in Kensington Gardens. Here 
it has been observed by Miss D. G. Yorke on October 20th and 
24th, and November 28th, 1913 (Selbome Mag., XXV., p. 78); 
by Miss D. Eardley-Beecham on March 25th, 1914 (B.B., 
VIII., p. 291) ; by Mr. J. Rudge Harding on April 22nd, 1914 
(Selbome Mag., XXVI., p. 41) ; by the late Mr. Charles 
Rothschild on December 23rd, 1921 (Field, Jan. 14th, 1922); 
and by Mr. J. B. Watson on January 2nd, 1922 (i.e., Jan. 21st, 
1923), and again on December 26th, 1923 (t.c, Jan. 3rd, 1924). 
On February 7th, 1915, there was one on the trunk of an 
acacia in my garden on Campden Hill (Selbome Mag., XXVII., 
p . 67). In the Zoological Gardens Mr. D. Seth-Smith saw 
one in April, 1926, near the Keeper's Lodge. 

NUTHATCH (Sitta e. affinis).—-One was seen on April 27th, 
1911, by Mr. J. Rudge Harding in Kensington Gardens. 
Mr. D. Seth-Smith saw one on September 17th, 1928, near the 
south entrance to the Zoological Gardens. 

GREAT TITMOUSE (Pdrus m. newtoni).—A fairly common 
resident ; breeds. There appears to be an appreciable influx 
of Great Tits in autumn. 

BLUE TITMOUSE (P.. c. obscurus).—Resident, and breeds 
in some numbers. This species, like the last, is most numerous 
in autumn. 

COAL-TITMOUSE (P. a. britannicus).—Seen occasionally ; 
but is not nearly so common as the two preceding species. 

MARSH-TITMOUSE (P. p. dresseri).—-Mr. D. W. Musselwhite 
has seen it once, in Battersea Paik in February, 1921. 

LONG-TAILED 1 ITMOUSE (Mgithalos c. roseus).—There are a 
few records of the occurrence of this species. On November 
14th, 1903, I saw a party of seven or eight in Kensington 
Gardens (Nature Notes, XV., p. 90). Miss W. Austen (now 
Mrs. Frick) noticed a flock of about thirty in a poplar over 
her studio in Warwick Avenue, Maida Hill, on October 1st, 
1914. They flew to plane trees on the Regent's Canal bank 
(Z00L, 1915, p. 80). Mr. D. Seth-Smith writes that a small 
party was seen on September 15th, 1928, in the Zoological 
Gardens. Mr. L. Paimenter tells me that on November 
20th, 1928, he came upon a flock of ten in Hyde Park, which 
flew into the garden of the Ranger's Lodge. Mr. P. W. 
Horn has once met with a Long-tailed Titmouse in St. George's 
Recreation Ground, Stepney. 
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GOLDEN-CRESTED WREN (Regulus r. anglomm).—Has been 
seen on many occasions in Kensington Gardens and sometimes 
in Hyde Park. Most of the occurrences are in October. I 
am informed by Mr. D. Seth-Smith that early in the spring 
of 1910 one was captured, and released, by a keeper at the 
Zoological Gardens. Mr. P. W. Horn tells me that Goldcrests 
have been observed on several occasions by different observers 
in St. George's Recreation Ground, Stepney. On November 
5th, 1919, the Rev. P. Clementi-Smilh saw a Goldcrest in the 
small garden of the Rectory of St. Andrew by the Wardrobe 
in the City {Times, Nov. 6th, 1919). 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE [Lanius c. coUurio).—One was seen 
on August 29th, 1904, by Mr. Charles H. Emson in Hyde 
Park {Field, Sept. 10th, 1904). 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER {Muscicapa s. striata).—A few spend 
the summer and nest in London. One or two pairs breed 
regularly in Kensington Gardens and Hyde Park. It nests 
annually in the grounds of Holland House, and rarely in other 
private west-end gardens. I usually see at least one pair 
each summer in Regent's Park. I noticed some young birds 
in July, 1928, in Battersea Park, and on August 15th, 1928, 
saw a Spotted Flycatcher feeding*a fully fledged young 
one in Victoria Park. Mr. D. Seth-Smith says that it 
formerly bred in the Zoological Gardens every year, but is 
less common now, and was not seen there in 1928. 

PIED FLYCATCHER (M. h. hypoleuca).-—One was seen by 
Mr. E. M. Nicholson in Kensington Gardens on August 26th, 
1925 {Nineteenth Century, 1925, p. 927). Col. R. Meinertz-
hagen saw in Kensington Park Gardens a female Pied Fly
catcher on April 23rd, and an immature male and female 
together on May 13th, 1927. 

CHIFFCHAFF {Phylloscopus c. collybita).—A passage-migrant 
in small numbers. One or two are heard in spring and in 
autumn. Both in Hyde Park and in the grounds of Holland 
House the Chiffchaff has been heard singing throughout the 
summer, but I have never succeeded in obtaining any evidence 
of the existence of a nest. One was heard in St. George's 
Recreation Ground, Stepney, on September 17th, 1919 (P. W. 
Horn, London Nat., 1919, p. 24). 

WILLOW-WARBLER {Ph. t. trochilus).—A passage-migrant 
in considerable numbers, and two or more pairs generally stay 
and nest in the grounds of Holland House. In 1921 a pair 
nested in Hyde Park (J. Rudge Harding, Selhorne Mag*t 
XXIX., p. 143), and again in 1922 and 1923. It is probable 
that Willow-Warblers have bred in other places in London. 
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Many pass through the town towards the end of July and in 
August, when their weak autumn song is often heard. 

WOOD-WARBLER {Ph. s. sibilatrix).—Occasionally met with 
during the spring migration. Its song is now generally heard 
once or twice each April or May in Kensington Gardens or 
Hyde Park. Formerly such an occurrence was very rare. 

REED-WARBLER (Acrocephalus s. scirpaceus).—A spring 
passage-migrant, but rarely remains with us more than a few 
hours. There are records of the nesting of this species in 
London, but they do not relate to the present century. 

MARSH-WARBLER (A palustris).—A Marsh-Warbler is 
reported to have been seen and heard on June 5th 1924,^1 Ken
sington Gardens (H. G. Alexander, B.B., XVIII., p. 242). 

SEDGE-WARBLER (.4. schcenobcenus).—Occasionally met 
with on spring migration, but rarely stays long. It is some
times found in unexpected places. On May 16th, 1906, 
Mr. W. R. Pethen picked up a dead Sedge-Warbler on the roof 
of the Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington. .Major A. H. 
Daukes informs me that one evening in May, 1928, one sang 
for an hour or more in his garden in South Kensington. 

GARDEN-WARBLER {Sylvia borin).—A spring passage-
migrant. Occasionally the song is heard unexpectedly during 
the summer. As late as July 29th, 1915, I found one singing 
strongly in Kensington Gardens. There is no evidence that 
it has bred. Its visits have become more frequent in recent 
years. 

BLACKCAP (5. a. atricapilla).—A spring visitor in small 
numbers. Most of them pass through London, but generally 
two pairs stay and nest in the grounds of Holland House ; 
and it is sometimes met with in other places during the summer 
under circumstances which suggest that it may have nested. 
On April 22nd, 1914, a Blackcap was picked up dead in St. 
Martin's Court, Ludgate Hill (A. A. Goodall, B.B., VIII., 
P- 15)-

WHITETHROAT (S. C. communis).-—A few pass through 
London each spring. Sometimes seen in autumn. In the 
spring of 1924 a pair frequented the Kensington Gardens 
Sanctuary for some weeks. The male bird was frequently 
heard singing until the third week in May. There was no 
proof of the existence of a nest, though it is quite probable 
that there was one. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT (S. C. curruca).—A rather scarce 
spring visitor. Has occasionally bred. I found a nest with 
four eggs on June 6th, 1915, in the grounds of Holland House 
{Selbome Mag., XXVIL, p. 68), and there was reason to 
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believe that it bred there again in 1921, in which year it nested 
in the framing-ground enclosure in Hyde Park. (J. Rudge 
Harding, t.c, XXIX., p. 143). It has been observed by Mr. 
P. W. Horn in St. George's Recreation Ground, Stepney. 

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris).-—Seen sometimes in autumn 
and winter, usually in small flocks. Rarely stays more than 
an hour or two. 

MISTLE-THRUSH (T. V. viscivorus).—A few pairs are resident, 
and nest fairly regularly in Kensington Gardens and the 
grounds of Holland House, and occasionally elsewhere. 

SONG-THRUSH (T. ph. clarkei).—A fairly common resident. 
Breeds regularly ; but many of its offspring share the fate of 
so many young birds in London and fall a prey to cats. Un
like Blackbirds, Thrushes rarely sing from roof-tops, but one 
did so in Campden Hill Square for some days in 1917. 

REDWING (T. musicus).—Sometimes heard passing over
head in autumn nights. Many come into the parks and fre
quent the shrubberies during hard frosts. Large numbers 
are rarely seen, though Mrs. K. Taylor tells me that on 
January 31st, 1927, she counted a flock of 150 Redwings in 
Victoria Park. The weather was severe. They left gradu
ally as the thaw came, but there were still between 30 and 40 
of them on February 5th, Flocks have been seen in hard 
weather in St. George's Recreation Grounds, Stepney, where 
they have often been picked up dead (P. W. Horn). In the 
early spring small flocks are sometimes seen to settle on trees 
and cackle like Starlings. On March 28th, 1917, I heard one 
sing for a short time in Kensington Gardens (Selborne Mag., 
XXIX., p. 15). 

RING-OUZEL (T. t. torquatus).—On April 28th, 1922, Mr. J. 
Rudge Harding saw a Ring-Ouzel in Kensington Gardens 
{Field, May 13th, 1922). 

BLACKBIRD (T. m. merula).—A fairly common resident. 
Breeds regularly. I heard one singing strongly on January 
6th, 1903, in Kensington Gardens, and another on January 
18th, 1920 on Campden Hill. It generally seems to ac
quire its song earlier in London than in the surrounding 
country. 

WHEATEAR (CEnanthe ce. cmanihe).—Seen in small num
bers when on passage in spring; occurs occasionally in 
autumn. In recent years its appearances have been less 
regular. On the morning of April 8th, 1902, I saw about 200 
in Hyde Park ; they all left during the day. This is the only 
occasion upon which I have seen more than one or two at a 
time in London. 
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GREENLAND WHEATEAR ((E. a. leucorrhoa),—A fine male 
Wheatear, which I watched in Hyde Park on May 26th, 1919, 
and which flew into an elm, was undoubtedly an example of 
this race (Selborne Mag., XXIX., p. 66). [So also probably 
was a large bird seen by Miss M. B. H. Deane, which perched 
on a plane tree near the Albert Memorial, Hyde Park, on April 
26th, 1928.] 

WHINCHAT (Saxicola r. rubeim).—Has been seen on spring' 
migration, but is a very rare visitor. I have only met with 
two during the last twenty-nine years: one on May 10th, 
1900, in Kensington Gardens, and the other on April 27th,. 
1911, in Hyde Park. Mr. J. Rudge Harding saw three on 
May 4th, 1908, in the Green Park, close to Constitution HilL 

STONECHAT (S. t. hibemans).—One was seen by the late Mr~ 
Harold Russell on February 28th, 1912, by the Round 
Pond (Field, March 2nd, 1912). 

REDSTART (Phcenicums ph. phmnicurus).—Formerly this 
species was seen in London, especially in Kensington GardensP 
with the utmost regularity on its spring passage ; but for the 
last fifteen years its visits have become much scarcer. Rarely 
seen in autumn. 

BLACK REDSTART (Ph. 0. gibraltariensis).—A pair appeared 
in the precincts of the Natural History Museum, South Ken
sington, at the end of April, 1927. The female disappeared 
on May 16th, but the male was subsequently seen at intervals 
for several months and was finally picked up dead (A. H. 
Bifhop, B.B., XXL, p. 129). 

I t will be remembered tha t a Black Redstart frequented the grounds-
of this Museum for several weeks during the winter 1885-6 (Zool.,,. 
1886, p . 74). 

NIGHTINGALE (Luscinia m. megarhyncha).—A very rare 
visitor. On May 8th, 1907,1 heard a Nightingale singing in a 
small rhododendron plantation in front of Buckingham Palace 
(Nature Notes, XXIX., p. 142). On May 19th, 1928, Mr. D. 
Seth-Smith heard one singing in the Zoological Gardens 
(Times, May 24th, 1928). 

ROBIN (Erithacus r. melophilus).—A common resident-
Breeds, but comparatively few of the young reach maturity 
owing to the depredations of cats. 

HEDGE-SPARROW (Prunella m. occidentalis).—A fairly com
mon resident. Breeds, but does not increase. 

WREN (Troglodytes t. troglodytes).—Resident in small num
bers, and a few breed. Not so common a resident as formerly, 
but there appears to be a temporary .pcrease in its numbers 
in autumn. 

SWALLOW (Hirundo r. rustica).—A few are seen on arrival. 
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in spring. They do not, so far as I am aware, remain to breed, 
though a pair is reported to have nested in 1907 and 1908 in 
one of the deer sheds in the Zoological Gardens (F. Finn, 
Countryside, October 26th, 1907, and March 6th, 1909). Oc
casionally an odd bird is seen during the summer, and some 
are generally observed at migration time in autumn. 

It used to nest in the buildings in Battersea Park (Field, October 31st, 
1896). 

MARTIN (Delichon u. urbica).-—As in the case of the Swallow, 
some are seen at the time of the spring migration, and again 
in the autumn. I do not know that any breed within our 
area, though some do so just outside it 

I remember the time when five or six pairs nested regularly in the 
Bayswater Road under the eaves of the houses now known as Lancaster 
Gate Terrace and of The Crown Public House, adjoining the Lancaster 
Gate Tube Station. They could often be seen picking up mud for 
their nests from the road. The last year of this colony was 1887. 
For several subsequent seasons the old nests were tenanted by Sparrows. 

SAND-MARTIN (Riparia r. riparia) —A few are seen in 
London at the time of arrival and departure. 

SWIFT (Apus a. apus) —Prior to 1921 Swifts were occasion
ally seen during the summer over the water in the parks. 
In stormy weather they often appeared in small parties, and 
when the shade temperature exceeded 8p° F., one or 
two were frequently noticed at a considerable height. In 
1921, when there was a strike of miners, and little coal was 
being used, the atmosphere of London was clearer than usual, 
and a considerable number of Swifts could be seen daily over 
the Serpentine. Whether, or where, they nested in Inner 
London, I do not know. A fair number were noticed 
during the succeeding summers, but they have gradually 
diminished, and it may be doubted whether they are now 
more numerous than they were prior to 1921. 

NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus e. europceus.)—On August 4th, 
J908, Mr. J. W. Castle saw a Nightjar hawking over the bushes 
behind Apsley House, Hyde Park Corner (field, August 15th, 
1908). On May 19th, 1921, Mr. F. Russell Roberts saw one 
flying along the Serpentine near the bridge (i.e., June 4th, 
1921). On July 19th, 1922, a Nightjar was seen in the same 
neighbourhood as the specimen recorded by Mr. Castle 
(F. Hercy, t.c, August 5th, 1922). A fewyearsago Mr. F. Finn 
saw a Nightjar flying across the Marylebone Road. 

KINGFISHER (Alcedo a. ispida).—An occasional autumn and 
winter visitor to the water in the parks. It has also 
been seen by the .Regent's Canal (D. Seth-Smith and 
J. E. S. Dallas). 

GREEN WOODPECKER (Picus v. virescens).—On June 20th, 
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1904, Mr. E. G. B. Meade-Waldo saw a Green Woodpecker 
in St. James's Park (Field, July 2nd, 1904). 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER (Dryobates m. anglicus).— 
One or two, perhaps the descendants of those which inhabited 
Kensington Gardens in Yarrell's day, frequent the grounds 
of Holland House, and are often seen on trees in that neigh
bourhood, and ocasionally stray into Kensington Gardens or 
Hyde Park. I examined occupied nests in Holland House 
grounds in 1922 and 1925 (London Nat., 1924, p. 6, and 1925, 
p . u ) , and the birds have no doubt bred there on other occasions. 

LESSER SPOTTED WODPECKER (D. m. comminuius).—An 
uncommon visitor. I have noticed it on two or three occa
sions. It was seen in Kensington Gardens on September 
26th, 1913, by Mr. J. Rudge Harding (Selborne Mag., XXV., 
p. 91), and in November, 1913, by Miss D. G. Yorke (t.c, 
XXV., p. 78). One was heard by the Albert Memorial on 
April 2nd, 1914, by Mr. J. Rudge Harding (t.c, XXVI., p. 41). 
One stayed in Kensington Gardens for several days in May, 
1917. Mr. D. Seth-Smith has noticed it on two occasions near 
his house in the Zoological Gardens. 

CUCKOO (Cuculus c. canorus).—A few are heard or seen each 
spring and I have occasionally come across a fully grown bird 
in autumn. Quite young Cuckoos have been seen more than 
once in the grounds of Holland House. During the summer of 
1905, a young Cuckoo is recorded to have been hatched in the 
nest of a Robin in the garden of a house near the Marylebone 
Road (A. D. Webster, Field, Sept. 30th, 1905). A Cuckoo 
was heard in 1925 by Mr. W. D. Lang, of the Natural History 
Museum, calling in Kensington Gardens on July 14th, an 
unusually late date (Times, July 16th, 1925). Mr. Lang 
heard it again on July 15th. 

LITTLE OWL (Athene n. vidalii).—Has been noticed on 
several occasions. On April 22nd, 1922, one was seen sitting 
on an elm in Kensington Gardens (J. B. Watson, Field, May 
6th, 1922). Mr. D. W. Musselwhite writes that he saw one 
in Battersea Park at the end of October, 1923. Another was 
observed in the grounds of the Natural History Museum, 
South Kensington, on December 3rd, 1925 (R. W. Hayman, 
t.c, December 10th, 1925). Early in 1927, a Little Owl was 
seen perched on a chimney pot near the South-Eastern Hospital, 
New Cross (W. S. Gilbert, t.c, February 17th, 1927). In 
September, 1928, Col. R. Meinertzhagen saw one several times 
in Kensington Park Gardens. 

TAWNY OWL (Strix a, sylvatica).—Frequently heard in the 
west and north of London. It attracts a good deal of atten
tion by its hooting, but is not quite so numerous as many 
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imagine. At least two pairs reside and breed in the grounds 
of Holland House, and a few nest elsewhere. Mr. D. 
Seth-Smith considers it common in the neighbourhood of 
the Zoological Gardens. 

BARN-OWL (Tyto a. alba).—Occurs occasionally in the west-
end parks, but is an uncommon visitor. It has been seen 
by Mr. D. W. Musselwhite in Battersea Park. 

PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco p. peregrinus).—Two were seen 
on February 26th, 1922, flying over the Brompton 
Road towards the Natural History Museum (Lewis R. W. 
Loyd, B.B., XV., p. 270). In March, 1922, Dr. P. Manson-
Bahr saw a Peregrine flying at a considerable altitude over 
Portland Place. Mr. Ernest Playford saw a Peregrine from 
a window in Cursitor Street, Chancery Lane, in the autumn of 
1926 {Field, September 9th, 1926). The Hon. G. L. Charteris 
saw one pass over Lord Haig's funeral procession and past 
St. George's Hospital in Februaiy, 1928. Birds believed to be 
Peregrines, but not clearly identified as such, have been seen 
on several occasions. 

KESTREL (F. t, tinnunculus).—Not infrequently noticed. 
Sometimes takes up its abode on a conspicuous building. 
In January, 1914, and for several months afterwards a Kestrel 
was often to be seen in St. James's Park, Hyde Park or Ken
sington Gardens, where it was probably attracted by the 
Sparrows. Mr. R. W. Hayman tells me that a pair have 
haunted the tower of the Imperial Institute for several win
ters, and were there for a fortnight last summer. Mr. P. W. 
Horn informs me that five or six years ago a Kestrel fre
quented Whitechapel Church for two or three days ; and he 
has observed it on St. George's Church, Cable Street, near the 
London Docks. Early in March, 1924, a pair took possession 
of the tower of St. Michael's Church, Cornhill, and remained 
there till July, though they left for three weeks in May while 
an adjacent building was being demolished (H. D. Carroll, 
Times, July 5th, 1924, and G. H. Pickmore, i.e., July 9th, 1924). 
I have been unable to procure any evidence that these birds 
nested. 

SPARROW-HAWK (Accipiter n. nisus).—An occasional visitor. 
Its occurrence has been reported from time to time. I have 
seen three or four in London. One was picked up in Baker 
Street on November 29th, 1919 (H. B. Tidswell, B.B., XIII., 
p. 243). In the spring of 1924 a Sparrow-Hawk frequented Ken
sington Park Gardens for about a month (R. Meinertzhagen.) 

COMMON HERON (Ardea c. cinerea).—Often visits the Ser
pentine and sometimes the water in the other parks. 

MALLARD (Anas. p. platyrhyncha).—A common resident. 
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Breeds in the parks which possess lakes. The numbers in
crease in the winter. In Kensington Gardens many, if not 
the majority, of the nests are in trees, often some distance 
from the water. It is a common thing to see a young brood 
containing one or more ducklings almost black, though they 
generally show the two yellow patches on the rump. Some 
Wild Duck are considerably darker than others, but these dark 
nestlings are not confined to the offspring of dark mothers. 

Mr. E. C. Stuart Baker writes to me that the Mallard breeds 
nearly every year at the Surrey Docks. In 1922 there were no 
less than four nests: " One on a grass covered bank between 
two ponds; one in between the piles of timber on a bank;. 
one in a disused barge full of old timber ; and one on a mooring 
post, a most extraordinary site. The latter was washed out 
when an extra tide was let into the docks. The first two 
hatched out, and three and five ducklings were raised out of 
nine and ten eggs respectively " . . . "The one in the barge 
was only found when it had to be taken into work again. 
The nest and eggs (n ) were lifted ' en bloc ' to a patch of long 
grass close to where the barge had been lying and the duck 
returned and sat, but the eggs never hatched." 

Miss M. G. S. Best tells me she has seen young broods of 
Mallard in Chelsea Reach, and thinks this species may nest 
on some grass-land between the Lots Road Power Station and. 
Wandsworth Bridge. 

GADWALL (A. strepera).—In the winter of 1920-21 a drake 
Gadwall appeared on the Round Pond, and has been seen there 
or close by, on the Long Water or Serpentine, every winter 
since. For the first few winters he hardly ever left the Round. 
Pond, and was rarely to be seen more than a few yards from 
its western bank. Latterly he has preferred the Long Water 
with occasional visits to the Serpentine. And, whereas he 
used to disappear during the summer, he has for the last few 
seasons remained in town throughout the year. He has often 
paired with a Wild Duck, and there have probably been off
spring. As this is his ninth winter in London he is becoming 
an old bird. From the first he has been very tame. In the 
autumn of 1922, Dr. G. C. Low noticed another Gadwall drake 
with him for a short time (B.B., XVII., p. 193). 

TEAL (A. c. crecca).—An uncommon visitor. Teal, which 
from their behaviour are clearly wild, sometimes appear on 
the Serpentine, but do not stay long. Mr. Hinton, the bird-
keeper in St. James's Park, tells me that he has sometimes, 
though rarely, seen wild Teal on his lake. Mr. R. W. Hayman 
has seen them on the Thames in hard weather. 

WIGEON (A penelope).—An uncommon visitor in hard 
weather. 

XF 
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COMMON POCHARD (Nyroca / . ferina).—A winter visitor. 
For the last 35 years and more small flocks have occasionally 
appeared in cold weather and stayed for a few days. Now 
it comes in larger numbers. On February 4th, 1904, Mr. 
G. E. Lodge saw a flock of between 40 and 50 on the Serpen
tine, an unusually large gathering at that date. During the 
last few winters Pochards have frequented the Round Pond, 
where they have become remarkably tame. They arrive in 
autumn and leave in March. 

TUFTED DUCK (N. fuligula).-—Prior to 1900 a rather scarce 
winter visitor. Its numbers have increased enormously, and 
it is now not only a very numerous winter visitor, but for 
some years past a few pairs have remained throughout the 
summer and bred in the parks which possess lakes. It has 
also nested on several occasions recently in the garden of 
Buckingham Palace. Mr. A. K. Collett tells me that about 
1912 he saw a Tufted Duck with a brood in Victoria Park ; 
and Mr. C. A. Cresswell saw a brood in Hyde Park before the 
war, though Tufted Ducks only took to nesting there regularly 
in 1924. It is rarely that the ducklings are seen in London 
before July. The numbers which now appear in London in 
wintry weather are astonishing. Some of them are very tame, 
and can occasionally be seen taking bread from the hand. At 
the end of January and beginning of February, 1928, there 
were over 250 Tuited Ducks on the Serpentine, and at this 
time there were immense numbers of them on all the other 
London park lakes. All but a few pairs have left by the end 
of March. 

SCAUP-DUCK (N. m. marila).—An uncommon autumn or 
winter visitor. Two female or young Scaup visited the Round 
Pond in the autumn of 1923 (W. M. Crook, B.B., XVII., 
p . 167). These birds were there to my knowledge on October 
30th and stayed lor at least ten days. I have also seen a 
female or young Scaup on the Serpentine upon two occasions, 
on February 14th, 1924, and January 18th, 1928. Dr. 
G. C. Low saw two Scaup on the Round Pond on July 23rd, 
1926 [Bulk, B.O.C., XLVIL, p. 75). He tells me he also 
saw a drake Scaup in adult plumage on February 27th, 1928, 
and a female the next day, both on the Serpentine. 

COMMON SCOTER (Oidemia n. nigra).—The late Mr. J. H. 
Gurney saw a female Scoter on the Thames between Lambeth 
and Vauxhall Bridges on March 2nd, 1912 {Field, March 9th, 
1912). One was captured alive at Primrose Hill, Regent's Park, 
on December 29th, 1927 (D. Seth-Smith, B.B., XXL, p. 236.) 
Two were seen on the Long Water, Kensington Gardens, 
by Mr. L. Parmenter on April 13th, 1928 (B.B., XXII., p. 24}. 
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[A bird, believed to have been a female of this species, was 
seen by Mr. A. K. Collett on March 15th, 1912, flying up the 
Thames and under Westminster Bridge. It was possibly the 
same bird as had been seen about a fortnight earlier by Mr. 
Gumey.] 

GOOSANDER (Mergus m. merganser).—Two Goosanders 
visited the lake in St. James's Park during the first week of 
January, 1928 ; they were seen for about a fortnight. On 
January 12th, 1928, a Goosander, which was not one of the 
birds just referred to, was seen on the Serpentine at about 9 
a.m., but left before mid-day (B.B., XXI., p. 233). 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (M. senator).—On February 
12th, 1922, an adult male was identified on the Serpentine by 
Mr. C. A. Cresswell and his brother, the late Col. G. Cresswell, 
both of whom had field-glasses (Field, February 25th, 1922). 

SMEW (M. albellus).—One was seen on February 7th and 8th, 
1928, on the Serpentine (L. Parmenter, B.B., XXL, p. 262). 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax c. carbo),—Visits ot this bird are 
from time to time reported, usually from the Thames. 

SHAG (Ph. a. aristotelis).-—On January 12th, 1926, a Shag 
was seen sitting all day on the boom moored inside the lock 
gates of the Wapping Basin, London Docks (T. M. Blagg, 
London Nat, 1926, p. 63). 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps c. cristatus).—I had not 
seen this species in London till November 25th, 19* '8, when 
one appeared for a short time on the Serpentine. Since then 
it has been observed there on many occasions, and has some
times been seen on the Round Pond and other London waters. 
Its visits usually take place from October to April, although 
I have seen it in July. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (P. n. nigricollis).—One was seen 
by Mr. R. W. Hale on September 8th and 9th, 1926, on the 
lake in Regent's Park (London Nat., 1926, p. 55). 

LITTLE GREBE (P. r. ruficollis).—Not infrequently visits the 
water in the parks ; generally in autumn when on migration. 
It used to breed in St. James's Park, but has not done so since 
the summer of 1914, after which this lake was drained and kept 
dry during the war and for some time afterwards. A pair has 
spent the last few summers on the water in Regent's Park, 
where, on July 12th, 1928, Mr. L. Parmenter tells me he 
saw a young bird. 

WOOD-PIGEON (Columba p. palumbus).—A common resident. 
Very tame ; may often be seen eating out of the hands of 
visitors in the parks. In 1886, there were, I think, lour pairs 
of Wood-Pigeons in Kensington Gardens, and perhaps as many 
more in the rest of Inner London. During the next half 
dozen years their increase was astounding. One evening in 
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July, 1892,1 counted 83, about half of them young birds, on a 
lawn in St. James's Park. Their tameness increased as rapidly 
as their numbers. In 1895, I saw a Wood-Pigeon's nest on 
a tree in the small churchyard of St. Botolph's Church, Alders-
gate Street, a few yards from the General Post Office. Similar 
situations have since been selected on various occasions. In 
1897, a pair caused much interest by nesting on the Church 
of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, Trafalgar Square,; and they have 
nested on other London buildings. But the strangest nesting 
site ever selected by this species was chosen about fifteen years 
ago, when a pair built their nest on a girder under the roof of 
the St. James's Park Station on the Underground Railway. 
They nested here for several years in succession. I have seen 
the London Wood-Pigeon sitting on its nest in every month of 
the year. After the breeding-season many of the birds leave 
the town, but return in the winter, at which season, and in the 
early spring, great numbers of additional Wood-Pigeons come 
into London to roost. By the Long Water in Kensington 
Gardens, I counted on the evening of February 21st, 1928, over 
a hundred of these birds roosting on a group of six trees, and 
many other trees in the neighbourhood were tenanted quite 
as thickly. The island in the Serpentine is a favourite roost
ing place with this species, as Dr. G. C, Low has pointed out 
(Ibis, 1923, p . 563, and 1924, p. 590), 

STOCK-DOVE (C. anas),—A pair nests in the grounds of 
Holland House. It is not infrequently seen and heard in 
Kensington Gardens, but I am not satisfied that it breeds 
there. A pair used to nest regularly some years ago in one 
of the elms near the bathing place in Hyde Park. Mr. F. Finn 
has seen the Stock-Dove twice in recent years in Regent's Park. 

TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia t. turtur).—Very rarely seen. 
On May 3rd, 1928,1 heard and watched one in the grounds of 
Holland House. Has been seen by Mr. D. W. Musselwhite in 
Battersea Park. 

OYSTER-CATCHER (Hwmatopus 0. ostralegus).—On February 
12th, 1929, Mr. D. W. Musselwhite saw an Oyster-Catcher 
flying just above the buildings from the direction of Broad 
Street Station towards Old Broad Street, in the City. It was 
very cold at the time. 

GOLDEN PLOVER (Charadrius apricarius).—Has been heard 
passing over South Kensington by night by Major A. H. 
Paukes. 

LAPWING {Vanellus vanellus).—Has been observed on many 
occasions flying over London, usually during or before the 
advent of hard weather. Lapwings do not often settle in the 
parks, but one was seen on the ground by the Round Pond in 
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Kensington Gardens on November 26th, 1925, by the late 
Mr. Harold Russell (Times, November 27th, 1925) ; on March 
12th, 1928, a flock of 42 were feeding in a snow storm on the 
cricket ground in Battersea Park (H. A. F. Macgrath, B.B., 
XXL, p. 285); thirteen were seen by Mr. L. Parmenter on 
March 13th, 1928, on the ground near the Bird Sanctuary in 
Hyde Park, and on January 21st, 1929, several Lapwings were 
seen on the lawn at Kensington Park Gardens (R. 
Meinertzhagen). 

[SANDERLING (Crocethia alba).—One said to have been seen 
by the Serpentine on July 30th, 1900. (M. F. Wykeham-
Ma.rtm, Field, August n t h , 1900).] 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina).—Mr. R. W. Hayman tells me 
that on September 14th, 1926, when he was on one of the 
towers of the Natural History Museum, South Kensington, 
a Dunlin flew by at a distance of only a few feet from him. 
[On July 2nd, 1928, a flock of small waders about 1,000 feet 
up, having every appearance of being Dunlin, flew south-
eastwards over West Eaton Place (W. Cave", B.B., XXII., 
P- 147)-] 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hypoleucos).—Observed fairly 
frequently on spring passage by the water in Kensington 
Gardens and Hyde and St. James's Parks, and also by the 
Thames. On April 20th, 1926, one was seen on the towing 
path of the Regent's Canal (D. Seth-Smith). It is not quite 
so often noticed in the parks during the autumn migration. 

COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa t. totanus).—Rarely seen ; 
but probably a good many pass up the Thames Valley un
observed. Has been seen in Hyde Park by me on July 
1st, 1921 (Selbome Mag., XXIX., p. 141) ; and by Mr. L. 
Parmenter on May 13th, 1927 (London Nat., 1927, p. 30). 
But the most remarkable occurrence was related to me by 
Mr. E. G. B. Meade-Waldo, who, on the bitterly cold morning 
of February 3rd, 1917, saw four Redshanks flying round the 
courtyard outside Victoria Station. On the evening of 
November 24th, 1904, I heard some Redshanks calling over 
the Serpentine (Nature Notes, XVI., p. 50). They have been 
heard by night passing over South Kensington by Major 
A. H. Daukes, and over Chelsea by Mr. J. Rudge Harding 
(Selbome Mag., XXIV., p. 117). 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa).-—Mr. E. C. 
Stuart Baker writes to me that in 1917 a party of Black-
tailed Godwits visited the Surrey Docks, Rotherhithe. They 
settled for a few minutes on some mud close to him. He 
counted seven birds, but they were very restless, and there 
may have been eight. 
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COMMON CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—A flock of Curlew-
was heard passing over Truman's Brewery, Spitalfields, on the 
night of July 5th, 1911 (A. Buxton, Field, July 15th, 1911). 
On July 24th, 1926, Mr. D. Gunn wrote to tell me that on that 
afternoon he had seen a string of Curlew flying towards Putney 
when he was near Baron's Court Railway Station, West Ken
sington. Major A. H. Daukes has frequently heard Curlew 
passing over South Kensington on autumn nights, and Mr. 
D. Seth-Smith has heard them passing over the Zoological 
Gardens on still nights in spring. 

WHIMBREL (N. ph. phceopus).—Heard passing over South 
Kensington at night on a few occasions by Major A. H. 
Daukes. My wife and I heard a Whimbrel flying over 
Campden Hill on the evening of August 16th, 1926 {London 
Nat., 1926, p. 9). 

COMMON SNIPE (Capella g. gallinago).—Snipe have occasion
ally been recorded from the parks, but such occurrences are 
much rarer than they used to be. The last bird of this species 
reported to me was seen by the late Mr. George Henderson in 
1921, in Kensington Gardens. 

JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus).—Mr. P. W. Horn 
informs me that a Jack Snipe was picked up dead on the top 
playground of a school near the Stepney Borough Museum 
about 25 years ago. 

There are two old records of the occurrence of this species in Inner 
London : in both cases the bird was found dead. One was picked up 
on October 26th, 1869, by the then Lord Lansdowne on the Horse 
Guards Parade (J. E. Halting, Times, January 15th, 1894), a n d the 
other was found in the courtyard of the Bank of England in January, 
1894. (T. Digby Pigott, Times, January 10th, 1894.) 

WOODCOCK (Scolopaxr. msticola).—The Woodcock has from 
time to time been seen in the parks from October to March ; 
but, as in the case of the Snipe, such occurrences are not so 
frequent now as they used to be. The most recent occurrences 
were in the garden of the Ranger's Lodge, Hyde Park, where 
a Woodcock was seen by Captain Sir Bryan Godfrey-Faussett, 
R.N., on January 5th, 1929, and again on the n t h ; and in St. 
James's Street, where on February 15th, 1929, one flew into the 
arms of The Hon. Esmond Harmsworth's butler [Field, Feb. 
21st, 1929). 

[COMMON TERN (Sterna h. hirundo).—On May 12th, 1906, a 
hot sultry day, I saw a flock of about twenty Terns flying 
fairly high over the Serpentine in an easterly direction. I 
believe they were Cornmcri Terns.] 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus).—A very com
mon London bird in autumn, winter, and early spring. The 
species became a common visitor after the great frosts in the 
early nineties, and, in particular, after the extremely severe 
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weather of February, 1895, when the Thames was almost en
tirely blocked with ice, and thousands of people visited the 
embankment and bridges to look at the river and feed the 
swarms of hungry Gulls. The birds never forgot the hospitality 
which they received, and have since appeared in London each 
autumn in ever increasing numbers. Their tameness has in
creased with their numbers, and they may often be seen taking 
fish and bread from the hand. Black-headed Gulls frequent 
every park where there is water ; but very few spend the night 
in the parks. Nearly all leave just before sunset and repair 
to the Thames and the reservoirs in its neighbourhood. They 
generally depart from London during March, though some 
immature birds frequent the river throughout the summer. 
Early in July a few young birds of the year appear by the 
Thames, though it is very rarely that one of these is seen in the 
parks until it has effected the change from juvenile to first 
winter plumage ; a change which, when once commenced, is 
completed with amazing rapidity, as Mr. D. Gunn has recently 
demonstrated to me. The habit of occasionally perching on trees 
appears to be increasing among London Black-headed Gulls. 

COMMON GULL (L. C. canus).—-Prior to the last few years, 
this species was a fairly frequent winter visitor. There has 
lately been a striking increase in its numbers, particularly in 
cold weather, when it mingles with the Black-headed Gulls, 
but does not yet imitate them in approaching human beings 
to be fed. One adult bird found dead on the ice of the lake 
in St. James's Park on February 16th, 1927, had been ringed in 
Denmark (B.B., XXL, p. 302). 

HERRING-GULL [L. a. argentatus).—A fairly common winter 
visitor ; may often be seen on the park waters. 

BRITISH LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (L. f. affinis).—Until 
recently a rather scarce visitor to the Thames. During 
the last few years considerable numbers of various ages have 
invaded the Thames Valley in the early autumn. They were 
particularly numerous in 1927 (J. P. Hardiman, London 
Nat., 1927, p. 26). They rarely visit the parks. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL (L. marimis).—A somewhat 
uncommon winter visitor to the Thames. Seven adult Great 
Black-backed Gulls were observed on the river at Westminster 
on April 14th, 1924 (H. A. F. Macgrath, J5. B., XVIII.,p. 30). 
On January 27th, 1918,1 saw an immature bird of this species 
alight beside a Herring- and some Black-headed Gulls on the 
top of the Gulls' Aviary at the Zoological Gardens (Selborne 
Mag., XXIX., p. 48). 

GLAUCOUS GULL (L. hyperboreus).—On March 20th, 1915, 
Mr. Clifford Borrer saw a Glaucous Gull resting on the ice in 
St. James's Park {B.B., VIII., p. 269). 
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KITTIWAKE GULL (Rissa t. tridactyla).—Has become a 
comparatively rare visitor to the Thames. More than thirty 
years have elapsed since I noticed it on the Serpentine. 

ARCTIC SKUA (Stercorarius parasiticus).-—On May 16th, 
1916, Mr. E. D. Cuming saw an Arctic Skua pass over Hyde 
Park, low down (Field, May 27th, 1916). Mr .E. C. Stuart 
Baker tells me that an Arctic Skua haunted the Surrey Docks 
in December, 1920,and again for a couple of days in January, 
1921, after very heavy gales. 

RAZORBILL (Alca torda).,—Mr. A. K. Collett writes that he 
saw a party of five Razorbills on the Thames just above 
Blackfriars Bridge on November 20th, 1911, after more than a 
fortnight of wet and stormy weather. 

SOUTHERN PUFFIN (Fratercula a. grabee).—An immature 
Puffin was picked up dead in St. James's Park on October 21st, 
1927, after having been seen on the lake there since October 
17th. 

This was, I believe, the first occurrence of this species in Inner 
London since May 16th, 1887, when a Puffin flew into No. 45, Brook 
Street, Grosvenor Square, a house which, curiously enough, had not 
long before been tenanted by the late Lord Lilford. 

LAND-RAIL (Crex crex).—On October 6th, 1913, Mr. C. A. 
Cresswell drew my attention to a dead bird floating on the 
Serpentine ; it proved to be a Land-Rail (Selborne Mag., 
XXV., p. 50). 

MOOR-HEN (Gallinula c. chloropus).—Resident, and to be seen 
in considerable numbers in those parks which possess lakes. 
It breeds freely. 

COOT (Fulica a. atra).—Chiefly a winter visitor. In hard 
weather flocks of a dozen or more often appear on the Ser
pentine. A few pairs nest on some of the lakes. 

COMMON PARTRIDGE (Perdix p. perdix).—Major R. Clark, 
in a communication to The Field of February 4th, 1922, stated 
that he had " a few days ago " picked up a young Partridge, 
which was very tired, in Kensington Gardens. [According 
to an Editorial note appended to the above record, a Partridge 
had been flushed a few years before in Regent's Park by the 
late T. Maxwell Witham.] 

QUAIL (Cotumix c. coturnix).—Mr. P. W. Horn writes to me 
that a Quail, now in the Stepney Borough Museum, was caught 
in Buxton Street, Mile End, on May n t h , 1915, and was kept 
alive for some days. According to my information, at this 
date, when the War was in progress, no live Quails were im
ported : so this appears to be a genuine occurrence: [Mr. 
R. W. Pethen had a Quail brought to him in 1906 or 1907, 
which had been captured alive on the roof of the Royal Agri
cultural Hall, Islington. It was probably an escaped bird.] 
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