
LESSER WHITETHROAT IN CARDIGANSHIRE. 
PROFESSOR J. H. SALTER reports a pair of Lesser Whitethroats 
(Sylvia c. curruca) at Aberystwyth from May 6th, 1928, 
onwards. The male was heard singing till July 2nd. This 
is a new record for the district, as the species is decidedly 
rare on the western seaboard of Wales, though there are 
indications that it is gradually extending its range westwards. 

H. E. FORREST. 

NOTES OF PROBABLE SCANDINAVIAN CHIFFCHAFF 
AND OF SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF. 

SOME years ago I recorded some Phylloscopi with a peculiar 
note observed by Miss E. L. Turner and myself in Kent and. 
Sussex, and by my brother, the late C. J. Alexander, in 
Flanders (B.S.,Vol. X., pp. 263-6; XL, pp. 215-6). Having first 
recorded them as Ph. twchilus eversmanni, I later found, 
from further observation, that they had dark legs, so that 
Ph. collyUta abietinus seemed more probable. Since that time 
I have failed to note them again, probably because I am rarely 
in south-east England at the times of migration, except 
that in December, 1919, I noted several at and near Rome. 

On September 27th, 1928, however, on a small down a few 
miles from Evesham, I heard the note again, and had close 
views of a dark-legged Phylloscopus. Several Common 
Chiffchaffs (Ph. c. collyUta) were also in the bushes, evidently 
passing migrants. As the call-note is quite distinct I am 
surprised that it has not been commented upon by other 
ornithologists. 

In sending this record, I may perhaps note that in March„ 
1928,1 was able to verify the Siberian Chiffchaff (Ph. c. tristis) 
noted by myself and several other ornithologists at Tunbridge 
Wells in November and December, 1913, andrecorded in 
British Birds, Vol. VII., pp. 296-8. On March 10th, 1928, 
in some trees by the river Jumna, at Delhi, India, I heard a 
bird making the well-remembered and characteristic call-
note ; and on March 29th, at Mount Abu, Rajputana, I 
observed several, one of them at very close quarters. One of 
these birds broke into song, and it seemed to me that the song 
was quite indistinguishable from that of Ph. c. collyUta. See-
bohm, in his Siberia in-Ewope, describes the song as distinct, 
though of the same character as that of Ph. c. collyUta. Per
haps if I had heard the bird in full song, I should have detected 
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the difference. It may seem strange that the note should still 
have been recognizable after over fourteen years ; but it is so 
distinctive that I think anyone who has once learnt it would 
know it after forty years. For six months I had been listening 
for it, among the bewildering variety of Phylloscopi that one 
meets with in India, especially in the north-east, in winter. 
The moment I heard the note it took me back to the little 
valley in Kent where we had watched the Siberian Chiffchaff 
day after day in December, 1913. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN ANGLESEY. 
MR. F. H. MILLS tells me that he was recently shown in 
Bodorgan Hall a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobates m. 
comminutus) which had been obtained there in October, 1926. 
This is the first record of the species in Anglesey. 

H. E. FORREST. 

SHORT-EARED OWLS BREEDING IN HAMPSHIRE. 
SHORT-EARED OWLS (Asio f. flammeus) bred in the spring of 
1928 on the Laverstoke Park Estate, Overton, Hants. Two 
nests of six eggs each were found on April 10th in a three-year 
old plantation of larch and oak of some ten acres with isolated 
standing oaks in it. A great deal of white grass came up 
between the young trees and after the first year this was not 
cut. 

The eggs were laid on the bare ground under tufts of grass. 
The under-keeper informs me that in each of the two nests 
found there were five young of different sizes, and later he 
found only one young Owl alive in each nest and the remains 
(beaks and claws) of the rest. 

There must, I think, have been more than two nests, 
because when the plantation was first beaten out nineteen to 
twenty Owls were counted; on October 6th, when Partridge-
driving, I saw eleven, and on November 17th nine were 
flushed and flew slowly and low, going back and settling 
again. In January, 1929, seven were counted by one gun, 
but more did not come forward. 

As a record of nesting not included amongst those detailed 
in Kelsall and Munn's Birds of Hampshire, I may mention here 
that the Rev. L. Wynne, a keen field observer, informs me 
that he found a nest of this species on a piece of rough ground 
in Sutton Wood, Ropley, in April, 1882. H. PORTAL. 

FOOD OF BITTERNS IN LANCASHIRE. 
WITH reference to Mr. Charles F. ArcHibald's note on this 
subject (anted, p. 215), I should like to record that a male 
Bittern (Botaurus c. stellaris) was shot at Martin Mere on 



264 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXII. 

December 19th, 1927, and another, a female, at Scarisbrick 
on December 26th in the same year. I examined both birds. 
The gizzard of the former contained much horse manure and 
the remains of a large beetle (Dytiscus marginalis). The 
contents of the latter consisted of a large frog and two three-
spined sticklebacks. At this time the weather was excep
tionally severe, which may account for the strange presence 
of the horse-manure. REGINALD WAGSTAFFE. 

FULMAR PETREL INLAND IN CHESHIRE. 
ON January 17th, 1929, at Witton Flashes, Northwich, 
Cheshire, I saw a bird hovering in a strange way high above 
the road in front of me. It turned and flew rapidly past me, 
and I then saw that it was a Fulmar Petrel (Fulmarus g. 
glacialis), a bird I have seen in plenty in its nesting-haunts. 

It flew in a great circle over the frozen Flashes and at last 
dropped into a patch of open water kept free from ice by the 
barges that frequent i t ; one of these put the bird up again 
and it joined a group of Gulls which were resting on a bank 
of cinders ; the Petrel dropped in shallow water beside them 
and appeared to be attempting to feed by picking rapidly at 
the surface of the water, which at this spot was just one or 
two inches deep. When at rest in the water it was near 
enough for me to distinguish easily and clearly the tubular 
nostrils along the beak. 

The Fulmar Petrel is a rare bird in Cheshire and has been 
recorded only twice before : one on the coast in 1854 and 
another found dead at Chester in 1894. [Cf. The Vert. 
Fauna of Cheshire^ 

In this case it was particularly noteworthy that the bird 
flew with apparently as much ease as if it had been over the 
ocean; there had been stormy weather on the coast during 
the previous night, though it was quiet inland, and doubtless 
it was a storm-driven bird, but it certainly gave no evidence 
of being in anything but a normal healthy condition. 

A. W. BOYD. 

THE DIVING HABITS OF THE LONG-TAILED DUCK. 
DURING the last five years, we have had one or two excellent 
opportunities for observing at close quarters the diving 
habits of the Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis). 

On November 4th, 1928, two were watched on the Llwyn-on 
Reservoir, Brecknockshire. They were, as far as we could 
see, a male and female in first winter plumage. 

It was a dull morning with a slight rain falling, and the 
birds were well out from the shore. At first sight their 
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appearance on the water conveyed to us the distinct impression 
of enlarged editions of the Little Grebe (Podiceps r. ruficollis) 
in first winter plumage, but it was the manner in which they 
dived which made identification certain, for one of them, 
diving with its tail towards us, displayed the characteristic 
diving habit of this species, open wings and spread tail, so 
that from behind, the observer sees, as the bird disappears-
under water, two long, pointed wing-tips with the wide-spread 
tail between. This habit was one of the things that impressed 
us most when we saw our first specimen in October, 1923, and 
it has also been noted and described by Mr. Chas. Oldham 
(antea, p. 215). 

The birds seemed to remain under water for such a con
siderable length of time that we decided to time a few of their 
dives, which we did with two watches, and were surprised to 
find that four consecutive dives gave 63,65, 53, and 63 seconds, 
respectively. 

This reservoir is approximately 70 feet deep at the deepest 
point, and while we cannot say exactly in what depth they 
were diving, it was certainly in water at least 30 feet deep. 

On comparing these figures with published records we 
find that the Practical Handbook says : " duration of dive 
usually from 30-40 seconds (C. E. Alford)," and T. A. Coward 
in his Birds of the British Isles writes : " The duration of dives-
has been estimated at over forty seconds, but birds I have 
watched hardly remained so long." 

Other notes are published in British Birds, Vol. XIII.,. 
where on page 244 Seton Gordon records dives of from 30-45 
seconds, and on page 298 J. Alastair Anderson notes a bird 
making dives of from 60-70 seconds in 35 feet of water.. 
Chas. Oldham (antea, p. 215) records dives of from 30-46 
seconds. 

We have recently had a further opportunity of timing a 
series of dives under most favourable conditions. A female,, 
apparently in first winter plumage, appeared on the Lisvane 
Reservoir, near Cardiff, on November 25th, 1928, but the 
weather was so stormy on that day, and the water so extra
ordinarily rough, it was impossible to keep the bird in sight 
sufficiently long for accurate observations to be made ; but a 
week later, December 2nd, the bird was still there, and a dead 
calm and bright, sunny morning, enabled us to mark the 
exact second of its disappearance and reappearance. Twelve 
consecutive dives were timed, and the duration of these were 
54. 54. 53, 53, 55, 59> 6o> 58, 56, 61, 53 atid 59 seconds respec
tively, giving an average of 56J seconds. 

It would therefore appear that this species, when diving: 
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in deep, fresh water, frequently stays under for periods of 
from fifty to sixty, and sometimes seventy, seconds. 

Dr. J. M. Dewar, in an article in British Birds, Vol. XIII., 
pages 315 and 316, suggests that a simple general rule for 
computing the depth of water from the duration of a bird's 
dives is to allow " twenty seconds for the first fathom and 
ten seconds for every fathom thereafter." Applying this 
rule to our observed average above, 56J seconds, the depth 
works out to 27! feet. 

We have, by the kindness of Mr. Neil J. Peters, M.Inst.C.E., 
the Cardiff City Water Engineer, been able to consult a large 
scale {50 feet to 1 inch) chart of Lisvane Reservoir, which 
shows the bottom contours at 2 feet intervals, and by plotting 
out upon it the birds' position, by means of observations 
made while it was diving, we find that the spot indicated 
lies between the 26 and 28 feet contour lines, and that the 
charted depth agrees approximately with that arrived at by 
Dewar's 20-10 second rule. GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 

H. MORREY SALMON. 

WITH regard to Mr. Oldham's quotation from Dr. Townsend, 
that Lcng-tailed Ducks {Clangula hyemails) use their wings 
under water (antea, p. 215), I might add that, when alarmed 
by the sentry duck (always a female), the drakes actually 
emerge from the water in full flight as if they had flown from 
the depths. This happens only on the sea in Orkney, where 
they are very wild, but not so on the inland waters of Loch 
Stenness, where they are just as tame and usually allow a 
sailing boat to approach within a few yards of them. I have 
never seen Eiders or Velvet-Scoters emerge thus in full flight 
from the sea. H. W. ROBINSON. 

QUAIL IN SUSSEX IN JANUARY. 
A QUAIL (Columix c. cotumix) was shot by Mr. P. H. Sadler 
on January 4th, 1929, at New Buildings, West Stoke, 
Chichester. RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 
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