
EGG-DAUBING BY THE JACKDAW. 

IN previous notes in British Birds on egg-daubing by the 
Jackdaw {Colceus m. spermologus) I can find no record of 
first and second layings of the same bird in the same season 
having been found bedaubed: so the following instance 
may be of interest. The first laying, consisting of six fresh 
eggs, all equally daubed, was found on April 25th, 1928, in a 
hole in a beech tree at Lavant, west Sussex ; the eggs not 
being visible from the outside. The second laying, in the 
same hole, consisted on May 10th, 1928, of five fresh to very 
slightly incubated eggs. Of these, three were heavily daubed, 
one partially and the other only slightly. 

In a tree, some six hundred yards away from the above, 
a set of four daubed Jackdaw's eggs (all infertile) was found 
on May 6th, 1928, possibly the produce of a relative. 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

STARLINGS ROOSTING ON THE GROUND. 

DURING the winter on the North Bull, an island near the 
mouth of the Liffey in Dublin Bay, I have observed Starlings 
(Sturnus v. vulgaris) at dusk roosting under thick, matted 
grass on the ground. I have often almost walked on these 
birds before they would rise. Each bird seems to make a 
tunnel for itself, as I have never seen two birds emerge from 
the same hole. 

Large flocks of Starling feed on the island during the day, 
and the majority fly to the mainland towards evening, those 
roosting on the ground being never very numerous. On one 
occasion perhaps thirty birds rose with difficulty from the 
tangled grass at my feet, but more often I have put up only 
from six to twelve. P. G. KENNEDY. 

CUCKOO DEPOSITING EGG IN NEST CONTAINING 
YOUNG. 

ON May 16th, 1928, I found the nest of a Hedge-Sparrow 
{Prunella m. occidentalis), containing three freshly-hatched 
young and one egg, in a spinney near Chichester, west Sussex. 
Ten days later, on looking to see how they were progressing, 
I was surprised to see, beside a nearly fully-fledged young 
Hedge-Sparrow, a Cuckoo's (Cuculus c. canorus) egg. Closer 
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examination showed the nest to contain one infertile Hedge-
Sparrow's egg as well. The Cuckoo's egg proved to be 
slightly incubated. As possibly having some bearing on the 
Cuckoo's behaviour, perhaps I should mention that a pair 
of Garden-Warblers (Sylvia borin) had been building their 
nest about three or four yards away, and this contained three 
eggs on May 22nd and five on the 24th. 

RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER IN SHROPSHIRE. 
A GREY Harrier was seen by Mr. George Potts and others 
near Broseley, Salop, on May 4th, 19th and 25th, 1928. 
It was evidently an adult male, but whether of the Hen- or 
Montagu's Harrier, was uncertain. Recently Mr. Potts was 
shown in the shop of a local taxidermist named Shelbrooke, 
Bridgnorth, an adult male Montagu's Harrier (Circus pygargus) 
which had been killed in the summer at Dudmaston, near 
Bridgnorth. As the two places—Broseley and Dudmaston— 
are only about eight miles apart, there is little doubt that this 
was the same bird. I have only three prior records of this 
species in Shropshire. H. E. FORREST. 

WHOOPER SWANS INLAND IN KENT. 
ON February 28th, 1929, there were four adult and two 
immature Whooper Swans (Cygnus cygnus) on a small sewage 
farm just outside Groombridge, near Tunbridge Wells. I was 
able to get near enough to see the yellow patch on the bill 
before they rose and flew off out of sight, calling as they rose. 

Next day (March 1st) they had returned and I was able to 
get within 200 yards of them with a good telescope. 

They were only a few yards from the Kent-Sussex border 
—indeed, I was myself in Sussex while the birds were in Kent. 

I cannot say how long they remained, but a visitor at my 
hotel told me he had seen nine Swans at the same spot a day 
or two previously. R. M. GARNETT. 

WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
WHEN duck-shooting near Langley, Slough, on the evening 
of February 16th, 1929, I shot a specimen of the White-
fronted Goose (Anser albifrons). I had seen the bird flying 
about in the afternoon, but apart from noting that it was a 
goose could not identify it. It weighed four pounds and 
six ounces, and on being skinned proved to be an adult female 
in perfect plumage. It was very cold at the time and every
thing was frozen very hard and there was little or no place 
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for the bird to get food. There are very few records of this 
species for Buckinghamshire. With reference to recent 
occurrences, Mr. Oldham informs me that on January 19th, 
1928, when standing on the border of Hertfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire, on the bank of the Wilstone Reservoir, 
Tring, he saw two White-fronted Geese dropping to the 
water. Further, on January 24th, 1929, when on the canal 
bank at Halton, Bucks., with Mr. Lloyd, he saw a large skein 
of forty geese fly over, making for the reservoirs at Tring. 
The cry of the birds, a laughing " huh huh," suggested 
White-fronted Geese, but in the dull weather it was impossible 
to be certain of their identity. It is possible my bird was a 
straggler from this lot. I have presented the skin to the 
Natural History Museum. G. CARMICHAEL LOW. 

GARGANEY IN SUSSEX IN WINTER. 
WHILE on the shore at Glyne Gap, between Bexhill and West 
St. Leonards, on February 3rd, 1929, a friend of mine, Mr. 
Barlow, found the remains of a small duck that had been 
badly mauled by Gulls, and the wing of a second. On his 
return he gave me the following description: " Crown, 
dark brown ; lower part of face, chestnut flecked with white ; 
neck and breast, brown lined with black ; abdomen, white ; 
wings, blue-grey with long black and white feathers ; bill, 
black." There cannot be any doubt that this was a drake 
Garganey (Anas querquedula) and the odd wing may have 
belonged to a duck. They had probably perished about 
January 14th. E. M. CAWKELL. 

WINTER MOVEMENTS OF DIVING BUCKS. 
IN his note on the appearance of Long-tailed Ducks (Clangula 
hyemalis) in Hertfordshire (anlea,-page 214), Mr. Chas. Oldham 
makes the suggestion that the fact that four of the five records 
of this species during the last forty years, having been made 
in November, and the fifth late in October, may point to a 
regular movement about that period of the year. 

There are only five records of this species for the county of 
Glamorgan, and the dates of these furnish some slight confir
mation of his suggestion, for one is at the end of October, 
two in November, and two early in December. We also have 
a November record of two birds in Brecknockshire. 

There is no doubt, however, that a big movement of diving-
ducks does take place at this time, and is proved by records 
which we have made of three species : the Tufted Duck 
(Nyroca fuligula), the Common Pochard (Nyroca f. ferina), 
and the Goldeneye (Bucephala c. clangula). 
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During the last eight years—1921 to 1929—we have, with 
one or two exceptions, made a weekly visit to the Llanishen 
Reservoirs, near Cardiff, and recorded the numbers of the 
various species present on each occasion. Graphs have been 
made from these records, and, in the case of the first two 
species, show a sudden, steep rise some time during November. 

One or two Tufted Ducks usually appear in September— 
a few pairs breed in the county—and in October an odd 
Pochard, or perhaps two, may join them. Then comes a 
day when these few birds are suddenly reinforced by a large 
flock, but the next visit sees their numbers greatly reduced. 

A similar sudden rise in numbers is also very apparent in 
February, but the birds are by no means so numerous then. 

Tufted Ducks remain up to the end of March, and some
times as late as April, while the Pochards usually disappear 
toward the end of February, although odd birds occasionally 
remain until the middle of March. 

Of recent years, the Goldeneye has become quite a regular 
winter visitor, in small numbers. Immature or female birds 
have arrived as early as October 9th and 14th, but it is more 
usually November before they are seen, while in December, 
about the middle of that month, there is a regular influx, 
and as many as six or seven may appear, one or two of these, 
more often than not, adult males. Most of them remain 
until March, sometimes as late as the end of that month, and 
in 1928 four, one of them an adult male, were present until 
April 22nd. GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 

H. MORREY SALMON. 

EIDERS IN HAMPSHIRE. 
ON March 3rd, 1929, Miss C. Popham saw four Ducks off 
Hengistbury Head, near Christchurch. They were diving 
for food, probably shell-fish, and were waited on by two 
Herring-Gulls in immature plumage, which stooped at them 
and forced them to dive. Three of the ducks were dark 
coloured, but the fourth was very conspicuous by its striking 
black and white plumage, the black cap and white head and 
upper breast contrasting strongly with the black of the clearly 
defined lower breast, which was well seen when the drake rose 
up, flapping his wings. There seems to be no doubt that they 
were Eiders (Somaleria mollissima). The same birds were 
again seen on March 5th by Miss E. Walsh, who was with 
Miss Popham on the 3rd, and the Gulls were still in attendance. 
In the Birds of Hampshire the Eider is described as " A rare 
winter visitor to the coast," and only about seven definite 
occurrences are recorded. F. C. R. JOURDAIN, 
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TURTLE-DOVE BREEDING IN W. MERIONETH. 
SINCE publishing my Vert. Fauna N. Wales, I have obtained 
evidence that'—as I then foretold—the Turtle-Dove (Strepto-
pelia t. iurtur) is gradually extending its range westwards. 
Still, all records up to 1928 referred only to passing birds, 
generally single. Now, however, I am able to record an 
actual instance of its breeding on the west coast. Captain 
Nanney Wynn reports that a pair nested and reared young 
in 1928 at Bryncrug, near Towyn. Although the Turtle-
Do ve has bred around Bala for many years past, and is well 
established along the north coast as far west as Bangor, this 
is the first occasion of its nesting on the west coast of 
Merioneth. H. E. FORREST. 

LAPWING IN CANADA. 
ON page 44, antea, Mr. Coward gives a record of a Lapwing 
(Vanellus vanellus) seen in Ottawa markets (Ontario, Canada) 
in October, 1911. With regard to this record I would point 
out that for a considerable number of years after the date in 
question it was not at all uncommon to find Lapwings for sale 
by certain provision dealers in Ottawa who catered to the more 
expensive tastes. However, inquiry produced the information 
that such birds were imported from England and were not 
Canadian, or even American taken. Unless there is some 
specific evidence that the bird mentioned by Mr. Coward was 
a Canadian-taken specimen, common caution prompts us to 
assume that it was one of these importations. 

P. A. TAVERNER. 

SIBERIAN PECTORAL SANDPIPER IN NORFOLK. 
HAVING recently had occasion to examine the Pectoral 
Sandpipers in the Norwich Museum, I find that the specimen, 
formerly in Stevenson's collection, killed at Caistor on 
September 16th, 1865 (Birds of Norfolk, Vol. I., p. 368), 
which up till now has been regarded as of the American 
species (Calidris maculata) is an example of the Siberian 
Pectoral Sandpiper (Calidris acuminata). Mr. Witherby has 
also examined the specimen and confirms my identification. 
It is curious that the identity of this bird should have remained 
so long undiscovered, as its distinctly wedge-shaped tail and 
unstreaked, but spotted breast, are very distinctive. This 
makes the third specimen of this species obtained in the 
British Isles, all of which have been killed in Norfolk. The 
first, also in the Norwich Museum, the authenticity of which 
was at one time in doubt, was brought in the flesh to Knights, 
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the Norwich bird-stuffer, in September, 1848, by a man named 
Wilmot, who stated that he had shot it at Yarmouth, and it 
was later purchased by Mr. J. H. Gurney (Sen.) and recorded 
by him as an American Pectoral Sandpiper (Zoologist, 1849, 
p. 2392). Upon subsequently being offered by the same 
man, Wilmot, two freshly-killed American Red-winged 
Starlings, Gurney became suspicious that he had been imposed 
upon with regard to the Sandpiper, and expressed his doubts 
as to its authenticity in a further note to the Zoologist (1849, 
p. 2568). In 1892, however, Southwell discovered that this 
bird was an example, not of the American, but of the Siberian 
species (Zoologist, 1892, p. 406), and for this reason, together 
with the fact that Roberts, the Norwich taxidermist, by 
whom it was later restuffed, stated that it had undoubtedly 
been originally set up from the flesh, and had been badly 
wounded in the neck and leg, he decided that its authenticity 
as a genuine Norfolk specimen should be accepted, an opinon 
which appears to have been justified by the subsequent 
appearances of the species in the county. The third occur
rence was on August 29th, 1892, when a female was shot on 
Breydon by Mr. T. Ground of Birmingham (Southwell, 
Zoologist, 1892, p. 356; Seebohm, Ibis, 1893, p. 181). 

B. B. RIVIERE. 

GREENSHANKS IN KENT IN WINTER. 
A NUMBER of Greenshanks (Tringa nebularia) were to be seen 
on the mud-flats at Seasalter during the early part of January, 
1929. I cannot say with any certainty how many there were, 
but several were shot, and I was told that on one occasion two 
were got from a flock of about a dozen. I examined one in 
the flesh on January 15th. N. F. RICHARDSON. 

SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL IN 
SURREY. 

STANDING on one of the frozen reservoirs at Barn Elms on 
February 23rd, 1929, was an adult Lesser Black-backed Gull, 
which could only have been Larus f. fuscus. It was one of a 
group of Gulls, chiefly Black-headed, with a few Common and 
Herring-Gulls. Its mantle looked jet-black and was far 
darker than the backs of some Coots which were near. It had 
hardly any streaks on its head or neck. 

A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

SNOW-BUNTING IN N. WALES.—Mr. H. E. Forrest informs 
us that a Snow-Bunting (Plectrophenax nivalis) was seen by 
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Mr. J. Steele Elliott on February n t h , 1928, on the Great 
Orme's Head, Llandudno; while on November 1st, 1928, 
Mr. S. W. P. Freme witnessed the arrival, at Point of Ayr, 
Flintshire, of about forty together; there was a strong east 
wind blowing. Some of these birds remained in the neigh
bourhood until the end of January, 1929. 

PETCHORA PIPIT AT FAIR ISLE.—At the January, 1929, 
meeting of the British Ornithologists' Club, Dr. E. Hartert 
exhibited a male of Anthus gustavi which had been shot at 
Fair Isle (Shetland) on October 9th, 1928, by Mr. George 
Stout {Bull. B.O.C., XLIX., p. 57). The bird is now in the 
Royal Scottish Museum and had been sent for exhibition by 
Surgeon Rear-Admiral J. H. Stenhouse, who also records it 
in The Scottish Naturalist, Janunary-February, 1929, p. 9. 
This is the second recorded occurrence of the species in the 
British Isles, the first having also been taken at Fair Isle on 
September 24th, 1925 (vide antea, Vol. XX., p. n ) . 

TREE-CREEPERS' NESTS IN BUILDINGS.—With reference to 
notes on this subject (antea, pp. 138, 170), Mr. S. Lewis 
informs us that on April 26th, 1903, he found a nest with 
seven eggs built in a crack of the masonry of a barn wall, 
about five feet from the ground, near Wells, Somerset. 

GREAT GREY SHRIKE IN CUMBERLAND.'—Mr. R. H. Brown 
informs us that he saw a Great Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) 
near Penrith on February 3rd, 1929. Mr. Brown also notes 
that he saw one at the end of April, 1917, near Carlisle, which 
should be put on record in view of the bird's irregular appear
ances in the west, especially in spring. 

WHITE'S THRUSH IN SUFFOLK.—At the January meeting of 
the British Ornithologists' Club, Dr. E. Hartert exhibited on 
behalf of Lord Rothschild a specimen of Turdus d. aureus, 
which had been shot at Bury St. Edmunds on December 3rd, 
1928 (Bull. B.O.C., XLIX., p. 58). 

KESTREL IN LONDON.—Mr. Walter Cave informs us that 
on March 14th, 1929, he saw a Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus) in 
the Green Park, where it alighted on a tree. It then flew 
off and circled, hovering over Piccadilly, and rising to a good 
height made away to the N.W. 

HEN-HARRIERS IN ANGLESEY.-—Mi. H. E. Forrest informs 
us that Professor Kennedy Orton watched two immature 
Hen-Harriers (Circus c. cyaneus) on November 18th, 1928, 
quartering the ground of Malldraeth Marsh, Anglesey. He 
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saw one of them there again on the 28th, and on December 
3rd and 5th. 

RUFF IN CORNWALL IN MARCH.—Mr. C. Angove has sent us 
a male Philomachus pugnax, obtained near Porthcurno, 
Cornwall, on March 2nd, 1929. The Ruff is a scarce visitor to 
Cornwall in spring and the date is very early. 

SIXTH INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS.—Pro
fessor Dr. L. F. de Beaufort, Director of the Zoological 
Museum, Amsterdam, who was elected Honorary Secretary 
of the above Congress, informs us that the date of the Congress, 
which is to meet in Amsterdam in 1930, has been provisionally 
fixed for June 1st to 8th. The President-elect is Professor 
Dr. Einar Lonnberg of Stockholm. 
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