
LONG-TAILED TIT'S NEST WITH TWO HOLES. 
IN April, 1926, close to my house in Mawgan-in-Pydar, north 
Cornwall, I found the nest of a Long-tailed Tit (Mgithalos c. 
rosea) in a low thorn bush, in process of construction. When 
incubation was commenced, I noticed the tip of the bird's 
tail projecting through the roof of the nest. On examination, 
I found a neatly-made hole in the roof of the dome at the part 
furthest from the entrance aperture. On every visit during 
several succeeding days, I invariably found the gently pulsa
ting tail showing clearly, through the hole, well above the 
nest. B. H. RYVES. 

BLACK REDSTARTS IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON November 21st, 1928, a male Black Redstart (Phcenicurus 
o. gibraltariensis) was seen near the cliffs at Martinshaven, the 
extreme south-west corner of Pembrokeshire. On March 
16th, 1929, another, which appeared to be a young male, was 
seen on the island of Skokholm, where it remained for eight 
days. On April 4th, another Black Redstart was seen on the 
island. This was lighter in colour and was probably an 
adult female. It remained for two days. R. M. LOCKLEY. 

[Dr. F. Penrose informs us that he saw a Black Redstart 
at Bournemouth on March 20th. From this and other 
information there appears to have been an arrival in some 
numbers in the west about the middle of March.—EDS.] 

BEWICK'S SWANS IN CHESHIRE. 
ON March 16th, 1929, a herd of twelve Bewick's Swans 
(Cygnus b. bewickii) appeared on Marbury Mere, near North-
wich, Cheshire, while it was still very largely covered with 
ice ; they were swimming in an open patch of water at one 
end of the mere and at first allowed a very near approach. 

Eleven of the birds were adults {varying only in the amount 
of black on the culmen of the bill) and one was a rather dusky 
immature bird. 

After they had remained on the mere for a week—on one 
occasion at least flying away and returning some minutes 
later-—I was surprised to find, on March 23rd, that there were 
thirteen in the herd ; the newcomer was a second immature 
bird, somewhat more dusky than the first. All thirteen were 
to be seen daily till March 30th, but on March 31st only one 
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restless immature bird remained and on April ist it, too, had 
disappeared. 

During their stay they were seen by Mr. T. A. Coward, 
Mr. J. Moore, Mr. R. M. Garnett, Mr. A. G. Haworth and 
other observers on many occasions. 

A herd of ten visited the same mere from April 2nd to 
5th, 1924 (cf. British Birds, Vol. XVIII., pp. 24-25), and I 
saw two there on February 6th, 1926, which were seen by 
Mr. J. Moore also two days later. A. W. BOYD. 

PINK-FOOTED GEESE IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON January 13th, 1929, there were four Pink-footed Geese 
(A. brachyrhynchus) far out on the Upper Reservoir at Staines. 
The party was extremely shy, and at about four o'clock flew 
away towards Windsor, apparently settling on the market 
gardens in that direction. 

Next day Mr. A. Holte Macpherson saw these four birds 
under ideal conditions and was able to identify them with 
certainty. Apparently they repeated the procedure of the 
evening before, but returned to the reservoir about ten minutes 
later. They also climbed on to the bank, and uttered the 
typical call-notes, whilst the small beak was clearly visible. 
On the same day (the 13th) a Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps 
auritus) was present on the lower reservoir, where it had been 
for at least a week. On the 13th there was a dead Slavonian 
Grebe at the Molesey Reservoirs (Surrey), where Shoveler, 
Scaup (one $) and large numbers of Goosanders and Smew 
were present during the month. T. H. HARRISSON. 

P. A. D. HOLLOM. 

FERRUGINOUS DUCK IN SOMERSETSHIRE. 
A FEMALE Ferruginous Duck (Nyroca n. nyroca) was shot in 
the River Axe, Lympsham, on February 14th, 1929. The 
bird is now in my collection, and I shall be glad to show it to 
anyone who cares to see it. F. H. LAURENCE WHISH. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK IN SOMERSET. 
ON November 25th, 1928, during a period of westerly gales, 
I watched an immature Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) 
on the Lower Reservoir at Litton, N. Somerset. According 
to Millais, the sex of immature birds is easily recognizable by 
October of their first year, and from the plumage characters 
of this bird, which were very carefully and fully observed, it 
was certainly a female. The habit of opening the wings and 
spreading the tail-feathers in diving, recently commented on 
by Mr. Oldham (antea, p. 214), was also remarked in this 
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bird. I was not able to time the dives with minute accuracy, 
but several which I timed approximately were all in the 
region of thirty seconds, some a trifle more, some a trifle less. 

In connexion with the observation I should like to acknow
ledge my indebtedness to Mr. C. R. Stonor, who saw the bird 
on November 22nd and, recognizing it as something unusual, 
immediately sent me a careful description, which left little 
doubt in my mind as to its identity and enabled me to pay a 
flying visit from Oxford and settle the matter. According 
to the reservoir keeper the bird arrived a day or two before 
Mr. Stonor saw it. The record is the fourth or fifth for the 
county. B. W. TUCKER. 

COMMON AND VELVET-SCOTERS AND OTHER 
DUCKS INLAND IN ESSEX. 

THE recent severe weather was not without its influence on 
the birds of the Lea Valley Reservoirs, for although they were 
mainly sheets of ice during the latter half of February and 
early March, yet one or two limited stretches of water remained 
open and were consequently crowded with wild-fowl, and 
some less usual birds made their appearance. 

Amongst these I identifiedon February 16th, 1929, a female 
Velvet-Scoter (Oidemia fusca), and on March 3rd two females 
of this species, as well as a male and female Common Scoter 
(Oidemia nigra). The occurrence of these birds is of con
siderable interest to Essex ornithologists as the Common 
Scoter has only once previously been recorded from an inland 
locality, and I know of no other inland occurrences of the 
Velvet-Scoter. 

Other ducks seen at this time worth mentioning were 
a Scaup (Nyroca mania) on February 15th and 16th and two 
on March 3rd, 

Common Pochard (Nyroca ferina) were unusually numerous 
on March 2nd, when I counted at least three hundred on the 
Racecourse Reservoir, this being the largest gathering I have 
seen on these reservoirs. W. E. GLEGG. 

BRITISH BRED LAPWING REPORTED FROM ITALY. 
A LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus) ringed (U.8960) as a young 
bird by Dr. H. J. Moon at Kirby Lonsdale, Westmorland, in 
June, 1928, has been reported as having been shot on March 
4th, 1929, at Rovigo (Venetia), Italy, by Signor C. Rizzato. 
As the regular trend of Lapwings from this country is to the 
south-west and south, this occurrence must be considered as 
quite extraordinary. The only other birds ringed in this 
country and reported from Italy have been a Wood-Warbler 
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and a Cuckoo. Ringed Lapwings hitherto reported from 
Italy have all originated from Hungary with the exception of 
one from south-eastern Germany. H. F. WITHERBY. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT INLAND IN CHESHIRE. 
FOR twelve days in March, 1929, a Black-tailed Godwit 
(Limosa I. Umosa), an unusual visitor inland, frequented 
Marbury Mere, near Northwich, Cheshire. 

It was first seen on March 6th by Mr. J. Moore, when the 
mere was entirely frozen up and it fed daily at the mouth of 
a brook, where open water extended for a few feet. I saw 
it myself first on March 9th—a bird with ruddy colour on 
face, neck and breast, though not yet in full plumage—and 
from then until March 17th it was seen daily by Mr. Moore, Mr. 
A. G. Haworth and myself, often at a distance of a few yards. 

The ice thawed gradually round the sides of the mere, but 
until March 17th there was a great sheet of ice across the 
middle and on this the Godwit spent a great deal of time 
among the Mallards and Teal, going there whenever it was 
disturbed from the mouth of the brook. 

The Black-tailed Godwit has occurred at precisely the same 
spot twice before. Mr. J. Moore tells me that he saw one 
there on April 15th, 1924, and on April 26th, 1911, I saw a 
Godwit flying away from the mouth of the brook, which, from 
its very definite, broad, white wing-bar, was obviously of this 
species. A, W. BOYD. 

BREEDING OF LESSER TERN IN SOMERSET. 
IN July, 1928, I found a pair of Lesser Terns {Sterna a. albi-
frons) breeding on the coast of Somerset. I had them under 
observation on July 3rd and 4th, and on the latter date 
watched one of them down on to a nest with two eggs, of 
which I have published a photograph in the Report on Somerset 
Birds, 1928, issued by the Ornithological Section of the 
Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society. Pairs 
and single birds have been reported on the coast in May for 
several successive years and, as I had reason to believe when 
I published my note in the Somerset Report and have since 
ascertained definintely, 1928 was not in fact the first year in 
which they bred. The above is, however, the first authenti
cated instance recorded. B. W. TUCKER. 

THE EFFECT OF SEVERE WEATHER IN 1929 ON BIRD-LIFE. 
We have received several communications on the above sub
ject and shall be glad of further reports from readers in any 
part of the British Islands. Reports should be definite as to 
the locality, dates, species and numbers of each affected and 
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in what manner. The bodily condition of any birds found 
dead should be stated and where a diminution has been noticed 
as close an idea as possible of comparative numbers should 
be given. A brief account of the weather in the district, with 
temperatures, should be added if possible If there has been 
no observable mortality or diminution this should be stated. 
— E D S . 

HOODED CROWS IN LONDON AREA.—Mr. A. H. Bishop 
informs us that two Hooded Crows {Corvus c. comix) have 
been frequenting the banks of the Thames between Chiswick 
and Barnes for the last six weeks, i.e., from about March 3rd 
up to the time he wrote (April 14th). Mr. Bishop states that 
these birds can usually be seen feeding in company with 
Carrion-Crows when the tide is low. 

LESSER GREY SHRIKE AT FAIR ISLE.—Mr. J. Wilson states 
(Scot. Nat., 1928, p. 127) that an adult male Lanius minor was 
obtained at Fair Isle on May 25th, 1928, this being the second 
recorded occurrence in Scotland. 

BLACKCAP IN WINTER IN MIDLOTHIAN.—Mr. V. D. van 
Someren states (Scot. Nat., 1929, p. 26) that a Sylvia atricapilla 
visited his bird-table at Liberton on January 27th, 1929. 

MARTIN IN NORFOLK IN DECEMBER.—Mr. R. L. G. Wathen 
informs us that he saw a Martin (Delichon urbica) flying over 
the lake at Bolwick, Norfolk, on December 5th, 1928. 

PEREGRINE FALCON SEEN IN INNER LONDON.—We are 
informed by Major W. D. Marcuse that Mr. A. Christiani, the 
Norwegian ornithologist, was walking in St. James's Park on 
the morning of February 14th, 1929, when a Peregrine (Falco 
p. peregrinus) came down over the water in the park and 
subsequently perched on a tree, apparently watching the 
duck on the small space of water which was free from ice. 
While Mr. Christiani was able to establish the identity of the 
bird as a Peregrine, he was unable to watch its further 
movements owing to the fact that he had to keep an 
appointment. 

BLACK-WINGED STILT IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. J. R. Charnley 
states (Field, 21-2-29, p. 313) that a specimen of Himantopus 
h. himantopus was shot by a local gunner on Freckleton Marsh, 
near Preston, on December 13th, 1928. We are informed that it 
is an immature bird and that its history is entirely satisfactory. 

EARLY ARRIVAL OF SANDWICH TERN IN DEVON.—Lt.-Col-
R. M. Byne informs us that he clearly identified, with the 
aid of binoculars, a Sterna sandvicensis in Dawlish Bay, south 
Devon, on March 18th, 1929. 
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