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So many changes have taken place in the thirty-nine years tha t have 
elapsed since the publication of Miller Christy's well-known Birds of 
Essex, tha t the time was ripe for a more up-to-date account of the 
birds of that county. In undertaking this task Mr. Glegg has been 
very fortunate in having the help of an actively interested county 
Natural History Society and for the greater part of the period of his 
work the approval and support of the author of the earlier work. I t is 
much to be regretted that the latter did not live and see the completion 
of the new one. In his preface Mr. Glegg explains how he preferred 
to produce a totally new book on his own lines rather than a revised 
edition of the earlier one. In this we think he was right, for, though 
no doubt this entailed a great deal more work, he was able to trace each 
record and statement back to its original source and form his own 
judgment upon them, and judgments change with the passage of 
years and in the light of new knowledge. The arrangement of a new 
book, too, could be brought into uniformity with the other more recent 
county faunas. In any case, much of what Mr. Christy wrote would 
necessarily have been rewritten, for, as in many of the older faunas, he 
had included a good deal that was really unnecessary and had depended 
too much upon long verbatim quotations. Mr. Glegg has rightly 
replaced most of this by short summaries, but we cannot help feeling 
that he has carried this somewhat too far. There is thus a great deal 
of interesting information in the earlier work that is not to be found in 
the later. One may mention as instances the chapter on former 
Essex Decoys, which Mr. Glegg dismisses in half a page, though i t is 
clear he has spent considerable time and trouble, in fixing their sites. 
There are also Harting's contribution on early Hawking, which Mr. 
Glegg omits to mention, and several other items of pre-nineteenth 
century history. Future workers on the Birds of Essex will therefore 
have to remember that these two county histories to some extent 
supplement one another and tha t the newer one cannot in every respect 
replace the earlier. 

In the Introduction will be found a quite sufficient account of the 
geology of the county and the bearing of this on its natural features, 
while in a succeeding section the effect of these on the local distribution 
of species is summarized in a series of tables. This subject of Ecology, 
long neglected by British ornithologists, is becoming more and more 
important with the progressive changes in our countryside. In the 
present case the establishment of the Lea Valley Reservoirs occurs 
to one a t once as an example of how such changes can affect the 
distribution of the species, and Mr. Glegg is to be congratulated in 
setting the example by including a section on this subject, which 
future county historians will be unable to ignore. 

As regards the body of the work, the nomenclature is up-to-date 
and the treatment of each species is quite what it should be for a county 
fauna; the status, distribution and migrations of the common ones are 
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shortly summarized and defined so far as they are known, while the 
records of the rarer ones are for the most part adequately dealt with. 
Free use is made of square brackets on the lines advocated by Harvie-
Brown, but there appear to be one or two cases of unexplained in
equality of treatment. Thus the Alpine Swift is accepted on a sight 
record alone, while the Northern Long-tailed Tit, also a sight record, 
is square-bracketed. There may be perfectly good grounds for this, 
known to the author, but they are not apparent to the reader. T i e 
Icterine Warbler also is admitted to full county status on the strength 
of Dr. Eagle Clarke's record from the Kentish Knock. Of course i t 
was perfectly correct to refer to this bird, but surely in the case of a 
lightship 27 miles from the nearest land it would have been wiser to 
square-bracket the record. The Continental Goldcrest might well 
we think, have also been given a separate square-bracketed paragraph, 
ior though no actual specimen, 'nas W n xecoided iiom Irlssex, ftiete 
cannot be much doubt but that the autumn Light records, given under 
the British race, refer a t any rate in part to this form. Such treatment 
would probably be a closer approximation to the t ruth and would 
serve to emphasize the point that further information is desirable. 

The inclusion of the three Hawk Owls from the Vauncey Crewe 
CoEection as accepted records seems to be distinctly hazardous. The 
work of many future county historians will have been made infinitely 
harder than i t need have been by the regrettable and absurd secrecy 
with which this collection was accumulated and kept, while the total 
absence of any proper catalogue of i t but adds to the difficulties. I t 
becomes therefore all the more necessary to exercise particular strict
ness with regard to the acceptance of records based on specimens from 
this source. In the present instance one is naturally sceptical that 
these three birds should have been shot near together in Essex within 
a space of ten days. One of them, whose history has been traced by 
Mr. A. F . Griffith, one might perhaps be disposed to accept, but the 
records of the other two appear to depend entirely upon the data given 
in the sale catalogue of the collection. The accuracy of this can be 
gauged by comparing that of the first with the particulars ascertained 
by Mr. Griffith ! 

On reading the accounts of the different species there are several 
points tha t strike one as curious and as calling for more explanation 
than is forthcoming on present knowledge. For instance, the extra
ordinary rarity of the Wood-Lark, the fact that there are only two 
satisfactory breeding records of the Grasshopper-Warbler and the 
status of uncommon passage migrant assigned to the Sanderling, 
Turnstone and Bar-tailed Godwit. The absence of evidence of any 
extensive coastal migration is also curious. The author suggests 
that those well-known movements that characterize the Norfolk and 
Suffolk coasts, chiefly in autumn, miss the Essex coast owing to the 
south-westward trend of the coast-line, the birds cutting across more 
or less due south for the coast of Kent. This may be so, and the 
lightship records lend some support to the theory, but since ,we know 
that these coastal movements extend south to very near the Suffolk-
Essex boundary, a good deal more continuous watching on the Essex 
coast, than appears to have been carried out is required to settle the 
point. The westward flight of autumn immigrants up the Thames 
estuary is another phase of migration that Mr. Glegg is able to tell us 
very little about. We know, from the observations of Mr. Power and 
others, t ha t the volume of movement along the southern shore is very 
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considerable. A good deal more observation on the northern is required 
before we can be certain that a route along that coast is not also used. 
There are several other subjects on which it is clear that a great deal 
remains to be done in Essex, and besides the points already mentioned 
we commend the following to such members of the Essex Field Club as 
have the inclination and leisure to take up the work. Historically, 
there must be many sources of untapped information in ancient docu
ments, records, churchwardens' accounts, and so on, from which 
information can be gleaned on the past history of several species. The 
former breeding of the Kite, Buzzard and Goshawk, for instance, 
which no one can doubt, rests at present on very scanty evidence. 
Then there is the tracing of old specimens, such as those of the Parrot 
Crossbill, Nutcracker, Little Bustard, etc., in order to determine 
whether they have been correctly identified, or to what geographical 
races they belong. The distribution of the Willow-Tit requires 
working o u t ; it has only been identified twice from a single locality. 
Although there can be little or no doubt that the Continental Jay, 
Goldcrest, Song-Thrush and Robin, the Northern Willow-Wren and 
Great Spotted Woodpecker, the Greenland Wheatear and Scandinavian 
Lesser Black-backed Gull, must all be more or less regular passage-
migrants or winter visitors, not one of them has yet been positively 
identified in the county. When found, their status and migrations 
will require working out. The question of .the status of the Grey 
Geese is always a difficult one, particularly in the southern counties, 
and further work still remains to be done on this. The proof of the 
breeding of the Wigeon, of which there is strong presumptive evidence, 
we trust that Mr. Glegg will himself be able to obtain before many 
more seasons are past. These suggestions of what still remains to be 
done are no detraction from Mr. Glegg's work. What he has done has 
been done well, and an up-to-date summary, such as he has given us, 
was what was required and furnishes the necessary stimulus to further 
effort. 

A notable and very useful feature of the book is the very full biblio
graphy which is designed on quite new lines : a reference number is 
given to each source of information, so that a series of these numbers 
given at the head of each species enables one to look up at once the 
original source whence the author's knowledge or quotation is derived. 
The illustrations, all reproduced from photographs, are for the most 
part excellent and adequately present the different types of country 
that influence distribution, as well as some of the more interesting 
nesting species. The map is an unusually plain and good one. I t 
shows the contours clearly, and besides marking the positions of all 
the buoys and lightships off the coast, has the positions of all the 
former Duck decoys indicated by numbered labels which correspond 
to the list of decoys in the Introduction. N.F.T. 
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