
(159) 
OBITUARY. 

ROBERT HENRY READ. 
IT is with very deep regret that we record the death of Mr. 
R. H. Read, which took place at his house in Bedford Park on 
August 8th, 1929, at the age of 73. He had been in failing 
health for some time, but the end was quite unexpected. 
Although a keen student of bird-life and always ready to 
exhibit his more interesting eggs,he wrotelittle,buthisdiaries 
contain many notes of considerable välue. His serious work 
dates from about 1886, and while living in Scotland in 1888 
he visited Ailsa Craig, St. Kilda and the Outer Hebrides. 
Subsequently he paid several visjts to the north of Scotland, 
and in 1894 began a series of visits to various parts of the 
Continent. The most important of these were trips to Sweden 
in 1894,1895 and 1903 ; Norway (with Dr. C. Christy) in 1895 ; 
Denmark in 1901 and Spain and Corsica with the writer in 
1906 and 1909. 

On his visit to St. Kilda he obtained a freshly-killed 
Landrail on June 9th, 1888 (see Br. B., Vol. IX., p. 255). 
In Sweden perhaps the most interesting discovery was that of 
a nest of the Honey Buzzard (Pernis apivorus) in the Göteborg 
district, and his visit with Dr. Christy to the Dovrefjeldin 
Norway during a Lemming year was very productive. Nests 
were found of Short-eared Owl, Rough-legged Buzzard, 
Wood-Sandpiper, Broad-billed Sandpiper, Lapland Bunting 
and many other species. 

In Spain he worked in the Sierra de Jerez and the lower 
Guadalquivir,and in Corsica visited the haunts of Whitehead's 
Nuthatch and found a nest with newly-hatched young of this 
elusive species. 

He published a pamphlet on the " Birds of the Brent 
Valley " and took a prominent part in the formation of the 
Bird Sanctuary there. 

A typical Somerset man, somewhat slow of speech, Read 
had a wide circle of friends, while his unselfish and self-
effacing character inspired their deepest affection and respect. 
He made no enemies, and many will feel his loss deeply. 

F.C.R.J. 




