
PiOTES 
SOME INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS. 

THE following data were obtained in the vicinity of Harrow-
on-the-Hill (Middlesex) during 1929. 
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JAY NESTING ON A HOUSE. 
ON May 23rd, 1929, Mr. J. Vincent told me that he had had a 
report of a Jay's (Garrulus g. rußtergum) nest on a house at 
Hickling, Norfolk, and that its discoverer had alarmed the 
old bird and seen it fiy from the nest. 

We visited the house and found the nest—an untidy 
structure of sticks—on the square top of a drain-pipe on the 
side of the house, just below the gutter. On climbing to the 
•Young Ieft nest when looked at, and might have stayed one or more days longer if 

undisturbed. 
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nest I found it held two eggs, onc cracked and both cold and 
deserted, but obviously those of a Jay. The housc was built 
a few ycars ago on thc site of a small wood which was for the 
great part felled, and probably the Jay had returned to a 
known site and made the best of the altered surroundings. 
The housc was unoccupied just at the time of building. 

The annexed photograph was takcn from a first storey 
window by Mr. Niall Rankin, who has most kindly allowed 
me to make usc of it. A. W. BOYD. 

NESTLING WILLOW-WARBLERS HISSING. 
UNTIL this summer I have never heard young Willow-
Warblers (Phylloscopus t. trochilus) hiss, so think that it must 
be unusual. On June ioth, 1929, I went to look at a nest and 
as soon as I put my hand near it the young birds hissed. I 
was much surprised and tried again, whereupon the same 
thing happened. There were eggs in the nest oight days 
before, so the nestlings were not more than a week old. 

B. A. CARTER. 
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UNUSUAL NEST OF REED-WARBLER. 
ON July 3rd, 1929, I found at Ramsholt, on the river Deben, 
Suffolk, an unusually large nest of a Reed-Warbler (Acro-
cephalus s. scirpaceus). This nest, of which a photograph is 
here reproduced, measured from rim to base between 10 and 

11 inches. It was built round two reed stems only, one green 
and one dry. Possibly this may have had something to do 
with its unusual size. Three eggs were laid. T. G. POWELL. 

NESTLING OF ICTERINE WARBLER. 
THE following description of a nestling Icterine Warbier 
(Hippolais icterina) is taken from one examined at Surendal, 
Norway, on June 29111, 1929. Down absent. Mouthinside 
light orange-yellow, two oval black spots at base of tongue. 

J. L. CHAWORTH MUSTERS. 
INCUBATION-PERIOD OF BLACKCAP. 

AT Surendal, Nordmore, Norway, I found a nest of a Blackcap 
[Sylvia a. atricapillä) with one egg on June 6th, 1929. The 
nest contained five eggs by June n t h (not examined on the 
ioth). On June 2oth there were two newly-hatched young 
and the others duly hatched that day or the next. The young 
were ready to fly on June 3oth. This gives the incubation-
period as about ten days. J. L. CHAWORTH MUSTERS. 
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ROOSTING OF MISTLE-THRUSHES. 

SHORTLY aftcr sunset, on August 19Ü1, 1929, in my garden 
in Mawgan-in-Pydar, Cornwall, I noticed about twenty 
Mistlc-Thrushcs (Turdus v. viscivonis) fly, one aftcr thc other, 
into a small pine. Thc cvening was dcad calm, following a 
hot day of sunshine. I walkcd quictly to the tree and found 
thc birds packcd closcly togcther, like Starlings at a wintcr 
roost, on a horizontal branch about 4J fcct long and 4 fcet 
above the ground. At my near approach thcy flcw into the 
big pines, but one, which was evidently fast asleep, did not 
take wing until my nose almost touched its breast. I then 
walked to the house and, from a window, saw all the birds 
return to the same small tree. 

The following cvening only the normal few birds came, and 
thcse roostcd , scattered in the bushes. 

In previous years I have noticed that Mistle-Thrushes at 
about this season leave the tall pines and roost in bushes, 
but ncver beforc have I seen thcm closely huddled togcther. 

In wintcr thcy seem to roost singly, cither high in the 
pines or low in bushes, aecording to the weather. 

B. H. RYVES. 
DIPPER'S NEST ON A ROOF. 

Ix 1927 and 1928 a Dippcr (Cinclus c. gularis) nested in 
a hole in thc masonry by the doorway of a water-wheel house, 

which is in constant use, in Glouccstershire. This year a 
stone falling away and dislodging the nest rendered the site 
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unsuitable and the birds built on the stone-slated roof. The 
nest contained five eggs on April 26th, but a heavy storm of 
rain dislodged the nest a few days later. The Dippers, 
however, built agäin in the same place and safely reared a 
brood. I enclose a photograph kindly taken for me by the 
owner. A. G, TAYLER. 

HOOPOE IN SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
ON September 9th, 1929, when Grouse shooting in Sutherland-
shire, I was told by the keeper that he had seen a bird unknown 
to bim. He took me to the spot and the bird, which I 
recognized as a Hoopoe (Upupa epops) was feeding inside a 
sheep-fold. I was able to observe it for some time as it was 
not very shy, and in the afternoon, when returning, we passed 
the same spot and the bird was still there. 

The shoot is situated about sixteen miles from Lairg and 
is on the south side of Loch Shin. J. CUNNINGHAM. 

COMMON EIDER IN KENT. 
ON August ist, 1929, white Walking along the shore not far 
from Littlestone, I had a very near view of a young male 
Eider (Somateria m. molüssima). Its plumage looked quite 
clean and free from oil, but the weather was very rough at 
the time and this was, perhaps, the reason for the bird's 
presence so far south. M. BEDFORD. 

MANX SHEARWATERS DEPARTURE FLIGHT 
FROM LAND. 

FROM Jury i8th to 25th, 1929, I was camping on Skomer 
Island, Pembrokeshire, and saw something of the habits of 
the Manx Shearwater {Puffinus p. puffinus), a bird unknown 
to me before. I had pitched my tent in a hollow, in a space 
clear of holes but well among the burrows and with a large 
outcrop of rock close by. Sitting amongst the burrows each 
night watchmg the arrival of the Shearwaters, which came 
in at great speed to drop into the bracken and scramble and 
flutter along the ground to their holes, was a most interesting 
experience. 

Still more remarkable was the general movement among 
the birds which began each morning about 2 to 2.30 summer-
time. From their almost motionless positions, squatting on 
the burrows or just outside the holes, the Shearwaters began 
to creep off, slipping into the bracken here and there tili it 
was clear that movement on a large scale had begun and that 
not towards the cliff and the sea but if anything in the other 
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direction. The ground behind the burrows, down the hollows 
and up to the rocks became crowded with birds, though 
earlier each night the whole of this area was quite clear. 
Soon the air was füll of birds beginning to go, but they seemed 
only able to make blundering short flights as if unable to 
take off properly and they weie constantly crashing into 
the bracken or into us. The difference in this and their 
arrival, when it was obvious they could always avoid any 
obstacle however fast their night, was most marked. 

We realised after the first few nights that the Shearwaters 
must be moving up to the highest ground to take off for the 
night out to sea, but it was not easy in the darkness to find 
out how they did it. A search in daylight, however, showed 
that the whole surface of the outcrop of rock at its base was 
covered with Scratches, while some were to be seen higher up, 
especially on two sides. We then feit certain that we had 
discovered the actual taking-off place. 

That night, or rather in the early hours of the following 
morning, we witnessed a most remarkable sight. Standing 
in the hollow below the rock as the Shearwaters began to 
collect we soon realised that the birds beginning to blunder 
about and fall into the bracken were those which had taken 
off too low down and had failed to get up enough speed, 
while others were passing overhead with strong steady night 
to the sea. We at once climbed the rock to a point from 
which we could see everything. The birds were actually 
scrambling and fluttering up the face of the rocks in every 
direction. There were two or three streams of birds following 
the same way up, and all passing along a ledge within four 
feet of us then throwing themselves into the air. The ground 
below was covered with slow moving birds like an army of 
rats and more were continually collecting from all sides. 
There seemed to be a definite point in the ledge, below which 
it appeared impossible to take off successfully since those 
birds which did so feil at once into the bracken or crashed 
further down the hillside, but the vast majority took off 
successfully from higher up and were gone in a flash. I 
should say that no bird taking off at less than six feet from 
the ground got away. There was no wind. 

We stayed until 4 o'clock watching this procession of 
departing Shearwaters and it was unfortunate that this was 
our last night on the island and that we were unable to make 
investigations as to the method of the Shearwaters' departure 
in other parts of the island. D. T. RAIKES. 
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LITTLE GREBES DIVING WITH THEIR YOUNG. 
WITH reference to the notes on this subject (antea, pp. ioo, 
133), on June n t h , 1929, when in Company with a friend 
near Taplow, I watched a female Little Grebe (Podiceps r. 
ruficollis) which allowed a young one to climb on to her back, 
where she held it with her wings, and then dived under a 
submerged tree trunk, appearing the other side with the 
young one still nrmly on her back. She did this several 
times, never having more than one chick on her back at a 
time. The male bird took a young one on to his back, but 
left it on the surface when he dived. The young were only 
about four days old. I was in a canoe and the birds were 
only five or six feet away, so that I had a very good view. 

H. C. R. GILLMAN. 

ALBINO OYSTER-CATCHER IN SCOTLAND. 
ON the north coast of Scotland there have been seen, both in 
1928 and 1929, two white Oyster-Catchers (Hcematopus 0. 
ostralegus). They always frequent the same part of the coast 
and are often in Company with about twenty normal 
birds, but are somewhat " ostracised " by the remainder of 
the flock, usually flying at the edge of it or feeding on the 
flanks as if the flock resented them. Sometimes they sit on 
the rocks quite by themselves. So far as can be seen they 
are pure white in plumage, and the legs and bill are normal 
in colour. R. J. BUXTON. 

RUFF IN CORNWALL. 
WHILE Snipe shooting on the Bodmin Moors in the Trewertha 
Marsh near Hawk's Tor, Trebartha, Launceston, on September 
I2th, 1929, my son, W. H. Haie, shot a Reeve (Philomachus 
pugnax). It was a solitary bird. JAMES R. HALE. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
ON August i8th, 1929, at Tring Reservoirs, a party of members 
of the London Natural History Society obtained excellent 
views of a Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa). 

The bird was busily feeding in the shallow water and was 
very loth. to fly, but when it did take wing and encircled the 
reservoir, its long trailing legs and contrasted white covcrts 
and black-banded tail were very clearly observed. 

H. A. LrnxEjOHN. 
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IMMIGRATION OF CROSSBILLS.—The following reports, 
additional to those detailed on pages 69, 101 and 135, have 
been received. 

YORKSHIRE.—Mr. A. H. Machell Cox saw a party of eighteen in 
Farndale on September 4th. Eight of this party were red birds. 

NORFOLK.—Dr. B. B. Riviere sends notes of a flock of ten a t 
Mundesley on June 28th, one on board the E. Dudgeon Light-Vessel 
on June 3oth, a flock of eight a t Happisburgh on July 8th and one 
found dead at Bagthorpe on August I7th. 

ESSEX.—Mr. C. Oldham saw a flock of about forty near Saffron 
Waiden on October I4th. 

KENT.—Mr. H. G. Alexander saw some near Sevenoaks on July 26th 
and Mr. J. M. Harrison observed some in the same neighbourhood 
between September 3rd and I5th. 

SURREY.—Mr. H. G. Alexander saw some about Reigate between 
July 14t.l1 and 28th, and a good sized flock at Pitch Hill on the 2oth. 

SUSSEX.—Mr. R. Carlyon-Britton records a party of eight near 
Chichester on July I7th. 

SOMERSETSHIRE.—Mr. C. R. Stonor saw one a t Stratton-on-the-
Fosse on July 27th. 

WORCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. H . G. Alexander notes many signs of their 
recent presence in parts of north Worcester and saw a flock of a dozen 
or more on September I7th. 

HEDGE-SPARROW TWICE VICTIMIZED BY TWO CUCKOOS.— 
Mr. A. G. Tayler informs us that near Wychwood Forest, 
Oxfordshire, on June 2nd, 1929, a nest of a Hedge-Sparrow 
(Prunella m. occidentalis) contained three of its own eggs and 
two obviously laid by two different Cuckoos (Cuculus c. 
canorus). The eggs were taken and on June iöth Mr. Tayler 
found within thirty yards of the first nest another nest 
of apparently the same Hedge-Sparrow with four of its own 
eggs and two Cuckoo's eggs exactly similar to the two in the 
first nest. 

EARLY APPEARANCE OF ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD IN 
DEVONSHIRE.—Mr. Walmesley White informs us that on 
September 8th, 1929, on east Dartmoor, he and Dr. McMillan 
watched with binoculars a Buzzard both flying and at rest, 
which they clearly identified as a Rough-legged (Buteo lagopus). 
It was in Company with three Common Buzzards. Its breast 
and head were very pale and the basal part of the tail was 
white. 

14t.l1
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