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NOTES FROM RESERVOIRS AND 
SEWAGE FARMS. 

PASSAGE WADERS ON A CHESHIRE SEWAGE FARM IN THE 
AUTUMN OF 1929. 

B Y T. A. CO WARD. 
FROM July 26th, when autumnal movements became apparent, 
untü the end of November, I paid frequent visits to the 
Altrincham Sewage Farm, and during my absence—from 
September 6th to the 2oth—Messrs. A. W. Boyd, A. G. 
Haworth and I. Whittaker watched the farm, and their 
notes are incorporated with mine'. Mr. Charles Oldham and 
Mr. T. Baddeley accompanied me occasionally and saw some 
of the more unusual visitors. In addition to Waders there 
were usually many Gulls present—Black-headed, Herring, 
Lesser Black-backed and Common Gulls—and Teal, over 
thirty towards the end of September, were frequently on the 
flooded tanks. Certain sudden but temporary decreases in 
numbers may have been due to shooting on previous days, 
for the farm is occasionally shot over. 

RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius h. hiaticula).—First noted, two 
or three, on August 5th; the numbers rose to nine on 
September 4th and dropped to one on September I2th. 

GOLDEN PLOVER {Charadrius apricarius).—Though an 
abundant passage migrant in pastures in the neighbourhood, 
this bird seldom comes to the tanks. One young bird was 
there on August ßoth, and three on September 5th ; after 
this there were usually a few with the Lapwings, the largest 
numbers being seventeen on September 25th, but from then 
until October I2th, when ten alighted, I did not see any. 

LAPWING (Vanellus vanellus).—Always present in consider-
able numbers, and sometimes very numerous, either as 
passage birds or winter visitors. Well over three hundred on 
the sludge on November 2ist. 

TURNSTONE {Arenaria i. interpres).—I saw a singleTurnstone 
with Dunlins on August I4th, and Mr. Boyd saw one on 
September 2nd. These birds apparently stopped only for 
a few hours ; I did not see the second bird on September 3rd, 
and on August 3ist, when I was there with Mr. Boyd and 
Mr. J. Armitage, I feel sure that it had not arrived. 

RUFF {Philomachus pugnax).—Ruffs and Reeves were 
present from August ßist, when we saw a single bird, until 
September igth. From September 3rd to the 7th, five birds, 
three Ruffs and two Reeves, were usually on one particular 
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tank. On September 25th there were three, and still two on 
the 28th. 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina).—On July 26th fourteen or fifteen 
Dunlins were present, and from then until September 3rd 
the parties numbered twelve to thirty birds. During Sep
tember, after this date, until October i2th, there were seldom 
more than half a dozen, and often no Dunlins visible. On the 
i8th I counted ten or twelve, on the 2ist three or four, and 
four on November 2ist. 

CURLEW-SANDPIPER (Calidris testacea).—There was a single 
Curlew-Sandpiper, still in summer plumage, with the Dunlins 
on July 26th, and from September I3th to the io,th, two 
were seen. From September 22nd until October 3rd a single 
bird consorted with one Dunlin, but on October 5th I found 
a little party of eight. The numbers gradually lessened— 
five, three, two—until, on October 2ist, when Mr. Oldham 
was with me, we could find no more than one, the last that 
I saw. 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hypoleucos).—On twelve differ-
ent dates between July 26th and September 25th Common 
Sandpipers were present, mostly single birds, though once 
six together, and three times three. After this date I saw 
only a single bird, on October 8th. 

WOOD-SANDPIPER (Tringa glareola). GREEN SANDPIPER 
(Tringa ochropus).—Once or twice we were not certain if 
white-rumped birds which rose at a distance were Wood- or 
Green Sandpipers, but on August 27th five rose, and two 
from the size and note I feit sure were the former. On the 
30th, at the same spot, for both birds are very conservative, 
I put up one Green and one Wood. On the 3ist a Green 
was feeding in the usual place, and on September 2nd Mr. Boyd 
was not sure about five which were again there. On October 
2nd I watched five Wood-Sandpipers feeding ; they allowed 
a much nearer approach than is usual with Greens ; the calls 
of these, and of one on the 3rd, were sufficient for Identification. 
Green Sandpipers were also present on five visits in September, 
two on October 3rd, and one on the 2ist. 

COMMON REDSHANK (Tringa t. totanus).—Redshanks, though 
always present, were less numerous than in some previous 
autumns. On July 3ist there was a single bird, but after 
that the numbers varied from two or three to twenty ; there 
were still some half dozen at the end of November. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus).—The visits of 
this species was the most interesting feature of the autumn 
migration; how many differept birds came we cannot say. 
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Some were, at one time or another, seen by each of the 
observers mentioned. On August ßoth I found four with 
about a dozen Common Redshanks—the larger size, the 
chewit call, absence of the white inner border of the wing, 
and white on the back when the birds flew at once distinguished 
them from their companions. Furthermore, in winter dress, 
the Spotted Redshank looks much greyer and generally 
paler than a Common Redshank, and the eye-stripe is very 
noticeable. On September 2nd, 5th and yth, Mr. Boyd saw 
two, and on the oih five birds. One, two, or three were seen 
from the I2th to the i8th, but from then until the 28th, when 
Mr. Baddeley and I found two birds once more, none was 
noticed. These two remained until October i8th, when one 
vanished, but a single bird remained until at least November 
8th ; at any rate, that was the last date on which I saw it. 

GREENSHANK (T. nebularia).-—A single Greenshank was on 
the tanks from September 2nd to the 5th. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa l. limosa).-—From two to 
four Black-tailed Godwits stopped from August 3oth until 
September 4th. 

CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—Mr. Whittaker saw six 
Curlew on September 4th, and Mr. Boyd one on the 7th. 

COMMON SNIPE (Capetta g. gallinago).—Common Snipe, as 
usual, were very numerous, but fluctuated in numbers. 

JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus).—On August 30th, 
when Common Snipe were very abundant, I was surprised 
to see about twelve or fifteen Jacks feeding with a number 
of Common Snipe on one tank. When the Common Snipe 
rose and went off, these birds remained and gave me an 
excellent opportunity of studying their heads. They were 
evidently an early passage party, for we saw nothing of them 
on the next day, though Mr. Boyd saw a single bird on 
September 2nd. I did not see any more until October i8th, 
when I twice put up a single bird. On November 2ist I 
flushed two, and one, which flew only about ten yards before it 
again dropped, uttered a feeble call when it rose the first time. 

NOTES FROM STAFFORDSHIRE RESERVOIRS. 
B Y A. W. BOYD. 

T H E following observations were made at the most westerly 
of the large Staffordshire reservoirs and at Gailey Pool 
between May, 1928, and September, 1929. 

Duck were as abundant as ever, and the species recorded 
in other years (cf. British Birds, Vol. XXII, p. 21 and antea) 
were almost all represented again. 
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I saw only two Gadwall (Anas strepera) on August 6th, 
1928, but Garganey (Anas querquedula) appeared in both 
years: one or two on August 6th, 1928; an adult drake on 
Maren 2gth, 1929, and a drake on August i8th and September 
ist, 1929; possibly they have been overlooked in August 
previously, as they are not then so easily picked out from 
among a large number of duck as in spring. 

There was a drake Pintail (Anas a. acuta) on March 2gth, 
and again on September ist and 2ist, 1929. 

Pochards (Nyroca f. ferina) were noticed in April, May, 
June and August, as well as in their more usual months. 
On November 25th, 1928, there were at least three hundred 
on Gailey Pool. 

Goldeneyes (Bucefihala c. clangula) were perhaps not quite 
so plentiful as usual, but on April 7th, 1929, there were still 
at least twenty present. 

A few Goosanders (Mergus m. merganser) were to be seen 
from November tili April 7Ü1, 1929, when there were still 
two on -the westernmost reservoir. On August 6th, 1928, 
I was astonished to see a brown-headed Goosander on Gailey 
Pool, and imagine that it must have been a " pricked " bird. 

On December 24th, 1928, a grey goose (very probably a 
White-fronted Goose (Anser albifrons)) rose from a meadow 
by the reservoir and flew straight away before its head or 
breast could be seen. 

Waders, though not often abundant, were interesting, and 
included one species not previously recorded in Staffordshire. 

Ringed Plovers (Charadrius hiaticuld) oecurred in September, 
1928, and in 1929 there were three on April 7th, eleven 
together on August i8th, and others on September ist and 
2ist. On August i8th there were five at Gailey Pool. 

There was a Knot (Calidris c. canutus) on September 2ist, 
1929, at Gailey Pool, a bird I had not previously seen in 
Staffordshire. 

Dunlins (Calidris alpina) were present in August and 
September in both years—thirty-nve in one flock on August 
i8th, 1929, being the greatest number seen. 

Once again I saw a Curlew-Sandpiper (Calidris testacea)— 
the third record for the county—at Gailey Pool on September 
2ist, 1929. The oecurrence of three at the same place on 
September iöth, 1928, has already been recorded (British 
Birds, Vol. XXII., p. 169). 

Common Sandpipers (Tringa hypoleucos) lingered tili Sep-
rember iöth, 1928, on both reservoirs, and there was one at 
Gailey Pool on September ist, 1929. I saw one Greenshank 
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(Tringa nebularia) on August i8th, 1929, but the most 
mteresting waders were two Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa l. 
limosa) seen on September ist, 1929. Mr. J. R. B. Masefield 
teils me that he does not know of any other Staffordshire 
occurfence. The birds, which allowed us to approach very 
closely as they fed with some Redshanks, were in a state of 
chestnut plumage similar to the plumage of those which I 
had seen in Cheshire on the previous day, and which Mr. 
Coward records elsewhere. 

I saw solitary Black Terns (Chlidonias niger) on September 
iöth, 1928, at the most westerly reservoir, and on September 
ist, 1929, at Gailey Pool (I saw others in Cheshire on the 
same day), while other Terns (Common or Arctic) appeared 
in June and August, 1928. 

PASSAGE MIGRANTS AT NORTH WORCESTERSHIRE RESERVOIRS. 
B Y H. G. ALEXANDER. 

OWING to the drought there was an exceptional amount of 
mud at the Upper and Lower Bitteil Reservoirs through 
the spring, summer and autumn of 1929, and the passage 
of maritime birds was unusual, both for the variety of species 
observed, and for its prolonged character. In the spring 
two species not previously noted here were seen, Turnstone 
{Arenaria interpres), of which one was seen by Mr. E. St. G. 
Betts on May n t h , and another—almost certainly a different 
bird—by Mr. F. R. Barlow and myself on the i3th, and 
Sanderling {Crocethia alba), of which I saw a Single bird in 
Company with ten Dunlins on May I4th. Even more note-
worthy, perhaps, was the long duration of the spring passage. 
Both Dunlin (Calidris alpina) and Ringed Plover (Charadrius 
hiaticula) were noted as early as March I4th, when the ice 
had hardly gone—the latter a single bird flying north-east. 
From time to time for three months birds of both these 
species reappeared. On June 9th I counted no less than 
fourteen Ringed Plovers and two Dunlins. Terns, possibly 
both Arctic and Common, were seen at the beginning of 
June and again later in the month, and early in July the 
return migration was heralded by the appearance of a Green 
Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) as well as several Common 
Sandpipers (T. hypoleucos), some passing Wagtails [Motacilla, 
a. yarrellii), and a young Wheatear (CE, a. ananthe\ on July 
n t h . 

Throughout August and September waders of various 
species were constantly passing. Ringed Plovers were to be 
seen almost daily in September, but the appearance of 
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Dunlins was much more erratic. A single Greenshank 
(T, nebularia)—possibly always the same bird—was seen 
frequently between August n t h and September 2nd. 

Several less common waders were seen in September. 
Mr. Betts watched an immature Knot (C. canutus) on Sep
tember 7th at very close quarters; bis identification was 
confirmed from a very exact description sent to Mr. Witherby. 
This appears to be another new species for Worcestershire. 
On September 9th a Ruff and Reeve (PA. ßugnax) were 
observed, and on the following day two Ruffs and a Reeve. 
These three birds were still present on September 131h, when 
there were also three Curlew-Sandpipers (C. testacea)." On 
the I4th only one Ruff was seen, and the three Curlew-
Sandpipers were still present. On the I7th there were only two 
Curlew-Sandpipers and no Ruff. Another Ruff was seen on 
September 24th. 

Redshanks (7*. totanus) nested by one of the reservoirs 
this year, and the breeding birds were last seen on July 
i3th. Passing birds of this species were seen from time to 
time between September i4th and November cith. The last 
party of small waders, probably Ringed Plovers and Dunlin, 
was also noted on November olh. For the first time in my 
experience Common Sandpipers remained tili October, the 
last being seen on October ioth. Green Sandpipers also 
remained later than usual. Mr. Betts saw two on November 
2nd and gth, and Mr. Barlow and I put up a couple—perhaps 
the same birds—on December i6th. One was seen on the 23rd. 

A number of other passing migrants have been noticed 
during the autumn, including Wheatears of both races, down 
to October 3rd; a Curlew (N. arquata) and three Cormorants 
(P. carba) on September 2nd; Black-headed, Common and 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls, and a Merlin (F. c. cesalori) (the 
first record I have for the district) on October 24A and 
November 9th. 

On December 7th, following the most intense of all the 
gales of that week, two Kittiwakes (R. tridactyla) were flying 
over the Upper Bitteil reservoir for a short time between 
10.45 and 11.15 a.m. One of them had a patch of oil pn its 
plumage. Two badly oiled Black-headed Gulls were present 
on the same day. In my experience oiled Gulls manage to 
keep alive much better than diving birds, but I have not 
seen ahy so far inland before. 

The reservoirs did not apparently fill up until late in 
November, so water-birds have been scarce. The level of 
the water in September and October was a good deal lower 
even than in 1921. 
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During the early autumn quantities of Rooks, Jackdaws 
and Carrion-Crows were to be seen daily on the great Stretches 
of mud, apparently feeding on the stranded fresh-water 
mussels. Later, large flocks of Larks, Linnets and other 
Finches found plentiful food from the seeds of Polygonum 
and other small plants which had spread over a great part of 
the uncovered ground ; in late November many Stock-Doves 
eame to feed ; and in mid-December, when there was still an 
unusual amount of " foreshore," this region was thickly popu-
lated with Lapwings, estimated by Mr. Betts at five hundred. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK AND OTHER MIGRATORY WADERS AT 
TRING. 

B Y C. OLDHAM. 

THE long drought resulted in wide Stretches of mud and more 
wading birds at Tring in 1929 than in any autumn since 
1922. Properly to observe their Comings and goings and 
the fluctuations in their numbers, one should make a circuit 
of the reservoirs each day from the end of July to the end 
of October, but this was not practicable, and, although I was 
there frequently between August 26th and September 26th, 
and from October 51h to the 12Ü1, sometimes on consecutive 
days and sometimes at longer intervals, it must not be 
assumed that this bird or that was only on the mud on the 
dates given. 

Snipe (Capeila gattinago), Common Sandpipers (Tringa 
hypoleucos) and Lapwings (Vanellus vanellus) were always 
to be seen, but the numbers varied, and there were no Common 
Sandpipers after October Sth. On August 3oth, and again 
on September 2nd, there was in a flock of Lapwings, some 
two hundred strong, an abnormally coloured bird. Its legs 
and bill were pinkish. Of the pigments that go to make up 
the complex blacks, browns and greens of the normal variegated 
coloration, buff alone persisted, and so far as could be seen 
the feathers were not glossy. The result was a bird in which 
all the coloured areas, including the under tail-coverts, were 
uniformly sandy-buff. Dunlins (Calidris alpina) and Ringed 
Plovers (Charadrius hiaticula), offen together, were about 
all through September. On the 5th there were a score of 
Ringed Plovers and half as many Dunlins; but whilst no 
Ringed Plover was seen after October 8th there were three 
Dunlins on November 3rd and one on the 9th. Until October 
8th there were always one or two Green Sandpipers (Tringa 
ochropus), three from September 5th to I2th. On September 
5th and for a week thereafter there were five Curlew-Sand-
pipers (Calidris testacea), birds of the year, but on the iöth 
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only one. On that day, however, there was an adult—the 
only one I have seen at Tring in the twenty-three years that 
I have known the reservoirs—which still retained much of 
the russet body-colour and the barred upper tail-coverts 
of summer. The young bird manifested a strong antipathy 
to it, and again and again during the afternoon made it 
give place, chasing it on the mud with lowered head or 
following it closely on the wing. Neither was to be seen on 
the i7th. There were three young birds, with a Dunlin, 
on October 8th. A Little Stint (Calidris minuta), which was 
with the five Curlew-Sandpipers on September 7Ü1 and again 
on the 9th, was not seen afterwards. A Ruft and a Reeve 
(Philomachus ftugnax) were together on August 30Ü1, but the 
Ruff only was seen on September 5th and i2th. Another 
Ruft, distinguished by its olive-green legs, was seen on 
September 2ist. 

There were three Greenshanks (Tringa nebularia) on 
August 3oth, and one or two until September 26th. The 
Greenshank is an adept at catching fish. I often saw one or 
other of the birds making short, quick rushes, with neck 
outstretched and mandibles open and submerged, in the 
shallow water, the fishes—fry some inch and three-quarters 
long—fleeing in a shoal before it and leaping from the water 
as they do to escape the dash of a pike. On one occasion 
six were secured and eaten within a minute. 

On September 22nd and 23rd I saw a Spotted Redshank 
(Tringa erytkropus), but under circumstances that made 
identification impossible. On the 25th, however, for a couple 
of hours I watched it feeding, at such close quarters as to 
be able to make out clearly the white-spotted upper-parts, 
the convergent white eye-stripes, the long bill, orange-red 
legs and other diagnostic features, and in night the absence 
of white on the wings emphasized the conspicuous white 
rump. When flushed, it always uttered a cry tchuet, tchuet, 
reminiscent of, but rather harder and shorter than, the 
chee weet of a Greenshank. This cry functions apparently 
as an alarm-note, and not a call-note as I suggested in the 
Practical Handhook. 

A single Common Redshank (Tringa totanus) on October 
7th was the only one seen. On September i2th and frequently 
for a week afterwards a Wood-Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) 
was feeding in a muddy creek, always in the same place and 
always aloof from the Green and Common Sandpipers that 
were feeding in the vicinity. Unlike the Green Sandpipers, it 
was very tarne and permitted a close approach, but when it 
was forced to fly it went off with a triple cry, giff, giff, giff. 
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