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SOME BREEDING-HABITS OF THE GOOSANDER. 
BY 

AUDREY SETON GORDON. 
ON April I4th, 1929, a nest with twelve eggs of the Goosander 
(Mergus m. merganser) was found in Inverness-shire in a 
hollow alder tree which had recently been charred and killed 
by a forest fire. 

The tree was visited on May 9th and the duck left the nest ; 
the eggs were not hatched. On May I3th I went into a hide 
which we had erected near the nest on the previous visit—• 
the duck went off the nest—but did not return though she 
circled round many times. On May I4th I visited the tree 
and the duck flew off before I got near it. Two of the eggs 
were chipped. 

On May i5th I went to the tree and managed to put up the 
hide and get in to it without the duck seeing me. After two 
hours my companion came at a signal from me and put the 
duck off, as I was anxious to know if the eggs were hatched, 
and also to see the duck go on to the nest. We found that 
all the eggs were chipped. The duck circled round many 
times, gradually getting lower. Finally, she made several 
circles just at the height of the entrance hole, namely, four feet 
from the ground, and then shot into the nest at a tremendous 
speed—breaking it by spreading her tail fanwise over the 
edge of the hole. 

On May iöth, just twenty-four hours later, I returned and 
found, after putting the duck off, all twelve ducklings hatched 
and dry. The duck returned after I had been in the hide half 
an hour and shot into the hole as before. I waited four 
hours but nothing happened. 

May i7th I reached the tree at 7 a.m., twelve hours after 
leaving it. The duck went off and I handled some of the 
ducklings, but they all began to leap out. The nest was 
18 inches below the entrance hole used by the duck, but the 
inside wall sloped slightly outwards. On the other side of the 
tree were three smaller holes, vertically about 14 inches from 
the bottom of the nest with ledges on the outside. My dis-
turbance stimulated the ducklings and they were able without 
effort to jump vertically up to these holes or to jump on to 
the sloping side of the tree and hold on and scramble up the 
side and out at the duck's hole. When on the outside edge 
they took great jumps and landed 2-3 yards from the 
tree, calling loudly all the time. With some difficulty I 
replaced them all and quietened them and blocked all the 
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holes except the duck's entrance. The duck returned twenty 
minutes after I got into the hide. After two hours' complete 
quiet in the nest, I crept out and poked away the moss I had 
put to block the holes. Unfortunately, on my way back to 
the hide, the duck put her head out and saw me and flew off. 
She did not return for two hours. When she returned, she 

grunted a lot and seemed to be moving about in the hole, but 
I could hear no sound from the ducklings. They had now 
been hatched and dry for probably over thirty hours. Finally, 
after being in the hide seven hours I had to give up hoping to 
see the ducklings leave of themselves. The duck came off 
and immediately the ducklings came hopping out, calling 
loudly. I observed that their very sharp, curved claws 
enabled the ducklings to hold on to the sloping sides of the 
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nesting-hole. When they were all out, the ducklings kept 
together in a compact band and made directly for a small burn 
about 40 yards away, over very hummocky ground. 

Although the eggs had commenced chipping on May i4th 
mid-day, by May i7th mid-day the young had not left the 
nest and probably would not have left it tili the early morning 
of the i8th. 

It is clear that the duck does not assist them to leave the 
nest. During all the six days I was watching I never saw 
the drake anywhere near. 


