
THE INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 
SOME BRITISH BIRDS. 

THE following data were obtained in Cumberland during 
1929 :— 

Incubation Fiedging 
Period Period 
Days. Days. 

Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni) ... ... — 21 
Common Heron (Ardea c. cinerea) ... 23' ; ■— 
Oystercatcher (Hcsmatopus 0. ostralegus) — 34 
Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larusf. affinis) : — 32 

R. H. BROWN. 

INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 
WILLOW-WARBLER. 

THE following notes were made on the nesting of a pair of 
Willow-Warblers (Phylloscopus t. trochilus) at Dulnain 
Bridge, Inverness-shire, in 1929. The first twist of grass was 
made for the nest on May 2ist, the first feathers placed as 
lining of nest on May 23rd, while the first egg was laid early 
on May 27th. On June 2nd the bird was sitting on seven eggs, 
and the first chick hatched out on the evening of June i5th, 
while all had hatched at 11 a.m. on June iöth. The young 
left the nest on July 2nd. WINIFRED M. Ross. 

LATE BREEDING OF MAGPIES. 
MR. T. P. MAY informs me that, on November i2th, 1929, 
on his farm in Mawgan-in-Pydar, N. Cornwall, he saw a 
brood of seven young Magpies (Pico. p. pico) in the Company 
of both parents. The fledglings could önly flutter for a few 
yards, and must have left the nest not more than two days 
previously. Their tails were about two inches long. 

As Mr. May makes it a regulär yearly routine to destroy 
the nest of every Magpie found on his farm, this record 
appears to afford an' example of the tenacity of this species 
to reproduce. B. H. RYVES. 

NUMBER OF YOUNG IN NESTS OF SWALLOW AND 
MARTIN IN SOMERSET. 

IN June and July, 1929, I carried out a census of Swallows 
(Hirundo r. rustica) and Martins (Delichon u. urbica) over an 

MOTES 
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area of four Square miles near Bruton, Somerset. In all, 
there were 156 nests—one nest per 16.41 acres—of which 
52 were Swallows and 104 were Martins. 

The following data concerning the numbers per brood may 
be of interest. The figures were obtained in a five-mile 
radius of Bruton, and refer only to nestlings of not less than 
a week old :— 

Total 
6 5 4 3 2 1 examined. Average. 

Swallow... 2 20 10 6 — — 38 4.48 
Martin ... — — 10 11 5 1 27 3.1 

P. A. D. HOLLOM. 

EARLY NESTING OF KESTREL. 
ON April 4th, 1929, I found a Kestrel (Falco t. tinnunculus) 
sitting on five eggs in an old nest of Hooded Crow in a Scots 
pine growing on the outskirts of a swamp in co. Tyrone. The 
eggs were slightly incubated, and it is evident that some of 
them must have been laid in March. In a very long experience, 
I have never known of a Kestrel having eggs in this country 
so early in the year. March was an exceptionally fine and 
mild month this year, and this fact may have influenced the 
laying of some of our resident birds. C. V. STONEY. 

RED-NECKED GREBE IN ANGLESEY. 
PROFESSOR KENNEDY ORTON teils me that there were three 
Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps griseigena) in the Menai Straits 
on October 3ist, 1929, " very black and white in their 
winter plumage, but with some of the crest still obvious, 
giving the head a flat ' mortar-board' appearance." He 
adds : " This is not the first time I have seen this species 
on the Straits in winter. I have noted them in my diary 
each year since 1925. Last year one was shot and brought 
to the College, and I examined and measured it up to make 
sure of my diagnosis." H. E. FORREST. 

RED-NECKED AND GREY PHALAROPES IN 
ANGLESEY. 

I AM indebted to Professor Kennedy Orton for records of 
both species of Phalarope in Anglesey. On October I7th, 
1926, he watched a Grey Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) 
on a certain llyn in Anglesey. On October I7th, 1929, he 
watched a Red-necked Phalarope (P. lobatus) at almost the 
same spot on the same llyn. H. E. FORREST. 

s 
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SABINE'S GULL IN KENT. 
THROUGHOUT December, 1929, a bird, which I identified as 
an immature Sabine's Gull {Xema sabini), has been present 
in Dover Harbour. 

The following description was made on the spot, at intervals 
between watching the bird through glasses at thirty yards' 
ränge, while it was resting on the beach among Black-headed 
Gulls. Bill, black ; breast, dark ; whitish forehead, smoke-
grey crown, nape and back, white tail with black edging; 
white belly, breast and throat (except for a half-collar formed 
by the dark grey Coming forward from the mantle); wings 
dark grey to black with white secondaries, extremely con-
spicuous in night. The bird was slightly but distinctly 
smaller than the Black-headed Gulls with which it associated. 

How long the bird had been at Dover I cannot say, for I 
arrived on December 5th and saw it on the following day. 
The 5th, however, was the day on which a series.of violent 
gales began. H. B. GARLAND. 

SABINE'S GULL IN CUMBERLAND. 
ON December gth, 1929, W. Storey, the Solway wildfowler, 
when searching for a goose he had shot on Long Newton 
Marsh, found a gull lying dead. This proved to be a female 
Sabine's Gull {Xema sabini), and is now in the Tullie Hoyse 
Museum, Carlisle. 

There were severe gales from December 6th to 8th, and 
the bird had probably died from exhaustion and starvation, 
its stomach being empty. 

This is the third recorded example of the species from the 
Cumberland side of the Solway. T. L. JOHNSTON. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULLS IN GLAMORGAN. 
EVER since we began in 1921 a series of systematic weekly 
visits to the Llanishen Reservoirs, near Cardiff, we have kept 
a careful watch upon the movements of adult Lesser Black-
backed Gulls {Latus fuscus), which, in Company of hundreds 
of gulls of other species, visit the reservoirs to bathe. 

There are two or three breeding stations of the British 
race {affinis) within reasonable distance; a fairly large one 
out in the Bristol Channel on Steep Holm (Somerset), some 
eight or nine miles away, and one or two small ones in Gower 
(Glamorgan). 

The autumn movement begins towards the end of July 
and reaches its climax in the middle of September, after 
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which the birds are seen in diminishing numbers until the 
end of October, although stragglers occasionally occur in the 
first week of November. This migration is far more apparent 
with us than the return in spring, although in 1922 only five 
birds were seen in the three months August ist to October 
3oth ; on the other hand they were particularly numerous 
this year (1929), for 182 were counted in the same period, 
which is more than double the highest previously recorded— 
eighty-four in 1927. The most that have been seen together 
at the same time is forty, and this number was reached 
twice in September, 1929, when our weekly visits yielded a 
total of ninety-five. 

It would be interesting to know if this species has been 
noted in unusual numbers in other parts of the country. 

Although during the foür winter months, November to 
February, inclusive, no less than twenty birds have been 
seen in the eight years covered by our observations, only 
two of them were recorded within the period of six weeks 
which lies between November I5th and December 3ist, 
and as both occurred in 1928, one on November i8th and 
the other on December 2nd, it is quite possible that the same 
bird was seen on each occasion. 

It is usually the first week in March before the return 
movement begins, and it reaches its height in the middle of 
April; but in 1928 only one bird was noted during these two 
months. It is rarely, however, that more than twelve to 
twenty birds are seen, and 1929 again creates a record with 
thirty-two. 

From the beginning we have been constantly upon the 
look-out for birds of the Scandinavian race (fuscus), but it 
soon became obvious that to determine the shade of colour 
of the mantle with perfect confidence required the very best 
conditions of lighting and Observation. On a dull or misty 
day, and at certain angles of lighting, the mantle of affinis 
can appear almost as black as that of fuscus, unless the bird 
is very close at hand. One or two of the birds seen in 
January were noted as " probably fuscus," and the ones 
recorded on January 8th, 1928, and January 27th, 1929, 
were almost undoubtedly of this race, but we do not feel 
justified in recording them as such because the lighting 
conditions were not ideal. 

There was, however, no doubt about the bird we saw on 
January 2oth, 1929, which was watched for ten minutes 
swimming broadside on at a distance of about forty yards 
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with the sun shining füll upon it. The very dark black back, 
with no trace of grey in it, and the apparently unstreaked 
head and neck, together with its size, which could be accur-
ately judged by comparing it with the Herring-Gulls (Larus a. 
argentatus) it was consorting with, made identification certain. 
This, so far as we are aware, is the first specimen of the 
Scandinavian race to be recorded from Glamorgan. 

We have also noted that although the birds which appeared 
in February and sometimes early March were certainly not 
of the Scandinavian race, yet they were appreciably darker 
than the breeding birds we saw later in the year, in May 
and June, when we visited a colony. The bird, or birds, seen 
on November i8th and December 2nd, 1928, also had a 
grey-black mantle of a shade more nearly approaching affinis 
than fuscus. Three birds seen together on November ioth, 
1929, were interesting, for while one of them was certainly 
affinis, the other two were noticeably darker, and yet they 
were not dark enough to be fuscus. 

We were inclined to ascribe this darker shade to a difference 
in the appearance of the birds after the moult, but upon 
Consulting Mr. H. F. Witherby, he suggests a much more 
interesting possibility. He writes " there is not really very 
much Variation in the pale colour of the British bird. But 
birds from Denmark and south Norway appear to be inter-
mediate, and, I believe, could be confused in the field, though 
I have not yet had an opportunity of examining a series 
from this region. They are described under the name 
intermedius by Schiöler. Therefore, there must always be a 
certain amount of doubt about apparent British birds seen 
in the middle of winter. Of course, a few of our birds might 
easily stay over, but, on the other hand, they might be 
examples of these south Norway or Denmark breeding birds." 

In the light of this information, there seems to be quite a 
possibility that some of the birds we have seen in the winter 
and could not be sure of, and also in February and early 
March, all apparently darker than affinis but not dark enough 
for fuscus, were of this intermediate form. 

GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 
H . MORREY SALMON. 

LITTLE AUKS IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON December 3ist, 1929, after the heavy gales, I found two 
Little Auks {Alle alle) at Staines which did not show the 
confiding disposition of the one reported in November, 1928, 
by Mr, Donald Gunn (antea, Vol. XXII, p. 193), or any of the 
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exhaustion commonly seen in storm-driven birds. On the 
two occasions on which I was able to get my telescope upon 
them at a moderate distance, they dived forthwith and, on 
Coming to the snrface, immediately took wing for a long 
flight. F. R. FINCH. 

STARLINGS NESTING IN FORK OF TREE.—Mr. H. W. 
Robinson sends us a note of a remarkable nest of a Starling 
(Sturmes v. vulgaris) in an " ornamental" conifer at Winder-
mere in 1929. This nest, in which a brood was reared, was 
placed on a horizontal bough about 12 feet ffom the ground, 
and was a very large structure built of rushes (some nearly 
a yard long), and was partly lined with wing-feathers of 
poultry and small feathers of guinea fowl. A previous nest, 
also very large and made of rushes, was built by the same 
pair of Starlings in a similar tree, but was abandoned as 
the birds failed to make a firm bottom to it. In both cases 
a large amount of material was dropped below the nesting 
sites. 

CHIFFCHAFF IN DORSET IN JANUARY.—Mr. C. Palmer sends 
us a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus c. collybitä) which was shot by 
a boy on January 7th, 1930, at Poyntington, near Sherborne. 

BLACK REDSTART IN WINTER IN ISLE OF MAN.—Colonel 
H. W. Madoc informs us that he and his son saw two Black 
Redstarts (Phcenicurus 0. gibraltariensis) at Douglas on 
December 171h, 1929. 

PEREGRINES FEEDING ON ROOKS.—Although the Peregrine 
(Falco p. peregrinus) is known to prey on Rooks (Corvus 
f. frugüegus) in certain localities (vide Pract. Handbook, 
Vol. IL, p. i n ) , we may draw attention to an Observation 
by Mr. R. Howarth at feeding places near an eyrie in the 
Isle of Man, where remains of prey examined consisted of 
those of twenty-seven Rooks, three Pigeons, one Moorhen 
and one Redshank (Nat., 1929, p. 394). In this connexion 
it may be pointed out that Captain C. W. R. Knight in a 
recent article on "Rock Hawking with a Tiercel" (Field, 
7.XII.29, p. 863) is far from correct in his Statement that 
" Rooks are not the natural quarry of any bird of prey." 
In certain districts the Rook may be said to be the normal 
prey of the Peregrine. 

LEACH'S FORK-TAILED AND STORM-PETRELS INLAND.—An 
unusual number of Storm-Petrels (Hydrobates pelagicus) and 
Leach's Fork-tailed Petrels (Oceanodroma l. leucorrhoa) have 
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been recently reported as having been picked up dead or 
dying on land. We have culled the following from various 
sources, and to make the reports as complete as possible shall 
be glad to have detaüs of any others known to our readers. 
The frequent gales were no doubt responsible for the appear-
ance of these birds inland. In November, gales were reported 
on the 5th, 8th, ioth to I2th, I5th, i6th, i8th to 2oth, 22nd, 
23rd, 25th to 28th ; in December from 2nd to I3th (5th, 7th, 
8th and o,th from 77 to 110 miles per hour), igth to 26th, 
28th to 3oth (on 29th from 76 to 83 miles per hour) ; in 
January 2nd to 5th (on 2nd from 77 to 91 miles per hour) 
7th, ioth to I3th (on n t h , 70; i2th, yy; i3th, 102 miles per 
hour):— 
STORM-PETREL. 

On December 8th, 1929, Mr. N. B. Kinnear informs us, one was 
picked up at Holywell, Flintshire, and sent to the Natural History 
Museum. 

Ort December 8th, Mr. Edwin Hollis informs us, one was picked up 
alive a t Grendon Underwood, Buckinghamshire, bu t the bird died and 
is now in the County Museum. 

On December 8th one was picked up in a meadow at Marlborough, 
Wiltshire (Field, 28-12-29, p . 993). 

On December 8th, Mr. B. W. Tucker informs us, one was picked up 
a t UphiU, Somersetshire, and reported to him by Dr. F . A. Bruton. 

On December n t h , one was found in Exeter Road, Weston-super-
Mare, as we learn from the sources. 

On December 1 i t h one flew into a bedroom at Babbacombe, Torquay, 
and died the next day. This bird, as well as the Marlborough one, was 
taken to the Natural History Museum (see also Field, loc, dt.). 

On December n t h , Mr. B. W. Tucker informs us, one was picked up 
near the G.W.R. Station a t Oxford, and is now in the University 
Museum. 

On December 2oth one was found dead at Pyrton, south Oxford-
shire, and was reported by Major H. D. Hammersley (Times, 6-1-30). 

On December 3oth, as we are informed by Mr. j . R. B. Masefield, 
one was picked up exhausted near Fenton, north Staffordshire, and 
died soon after. This bird was handed to the curator of the Hanley 
Field Club Museum. 
LEACH'S FORK-TAILED PETREL. 

On November 26th, 1929, one was picked up dead under a tree a t 
Kington, Herefordshire (F. C. Morgan, Field, 21-12-29, p . 949). 

On December ist , Mr. N. B. Kinnear informs us, one was found at 
Pickleton, Leicestershire, and was received a t the Natura] History 
Museum. 

On December 6th one was found in the talons of a Sparrow-Hawk 
(Accipiter nisus) shot a t Ryston Hall, Downham Market, Norfolk, and 
was sent to the Editor of the Field for Identification. We know of no 
previous record of a Petrel as prey of a Sparrow-Hawk (Field, 
8-12-29, P- 993)-

On December I4th, Mr. Edwin Hollis informs us, one was picked 
up near Buckingham, and is now in the County Museum. 
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BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE.—CORREO 
TION.—In Mr. H. A. Littlejohn's note on this subject (antea 
p. 166) the bird seen was at the Marsworth Reservoir, which 
is in Hertfofdshire and not in Buckinghamshire. 

GLAUCOUS GULL IN SEPTEMBER IN FARNE ISLANDS.—Mr. 
J. B. Watson informs us that whilst on a visit to the Farne 
Isles on September i8th, 1929, he saw an adult Glaucous Gull 
(Larus hyperboreus) amongst the Lesser Black-backed Gulls 
on a low-lying rocky isle very near to which he was passing. 
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