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BIRD-TRAPPING IN A SUBURBAN GARDEN. 
BY 

D. L. COLLENETTE. 
THERE must be a number of readers of British Birds, who, 
spending their days at work in a large town, have hitherto 
limited their bird-ringing activities to nestlings. 

These notes are descriptive of bird-trapping during 1928-29 
in a garden at Woodford Green, Essex, some nine miles from 
Charing Cross. The traps in use cost less than 10s., and 
were set on a lawn near the house. The actual time spent 
in trapping the birds was usually limited to two or three 
hours on a Sunday, reading or letter-writing in a window 
overlooking the lawn, with an occasional excursion outside 
to ring a bird and reset the trap. 

FIG. 1. 
Two makes of trap were used. The net-trap illustrated in 

Fig. 1 can be obtained for is. 6d. from dealers, and it is un-
necessary to explain its construction. The Springs which 
actuate it will stand exposure in the open air for a whole 
winter, but are then too weak for use in a second season. 
Supplied as part of the trap is a small metal plate on which 
to rest the bait. An improvement on this device is to place 
the bait (when of sufficient size) between the edge of the 
plate and the ground, so that a single peck from a bird will 
cause it to slip and release the spring. In frosty weather the 
plate is very liable to become frozen to the wire cross-piece, 
and to obviate this it is worth while to Substitute for the 
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plate a piece of stiff wire, coiled once round the cross-piece, 
one end hooked over the trigger, the other end (of sufficient 
length to give it weight to fall) placed, on the bait. 

The cage trap Illustrated in Fig. 2 was constructed at home, 
and measures 5 ft. long, 2 ft. high and 2 ft. broad. In a 
former season a smaller size was used, but birds were rather 
shy of entermg. One end is hinged.from the top, and is 
propped open by a loose stick placed perpendicularly, from 
which a length of string is carried to the house and pulied to 
close the trap. On the base of the hinged end a narrow 

FIG. 2. 
cylinder of wire netting is attached (not shown in the illustra-
tion) into which the trapped bird can be driven to be secured. 

If food is thrown in and around the traps regularly each 
morning (the net-traps set in such a manner that they cannot 
be sprang) the birds will become used to feeding from them. 
When the observer has the leisure to attend, they can be set 
for action and several birds caught in a morning. 

Various baits were experimented with, the best being 
small pieces of bread and half rotted apples. Bird-seed (in 
the cage-trap) attracted Chaffinches, but only during severe 
weather. The apples were especially tempting to Starlings, 
Thrushes and Blackbirds, the bread bringing Robins and 
Hedge-Sparrows in addition. An unexpected visitor was the 
Greater Spotted Woodpecker, taken on two occasions in a 
net-trap baited with bread, once in each of two seasons. A 
Moorhen, which had previously never been recorded from the 
garden, was also trapped with the aid of the same bait. 
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From October 28th, 1928, to April I4th, 1929, within a 
space somewhat larger than a tennis lawn, and using one cage-
trap and either one, two or three net-traps, ninety-nine birds 
were caught of the following species :—Song-Thrush (11), 
Mistle-Thrush (2), Blackbird (12), Redwing (2), Starling (23), 
Robin (8), Hedge-Sparrow (3), Chaffinch (3), Greater Spotted 
Woodpecker (1), Moorhen (1), Great Tit (4), Blue Tit (23), 
Coal-Tit (1), House-Sparrow (5). 

The figures in the list for the Song-Thrush, Blackbird, 
Robin and Hedge-Sparrow, probably represent a fairly com-
plete total of the individuals which visited the garden, as it 
was unusual at the end of the season to see one of these birds 
without a ring. 

Many of the birds entered the traps more than once, and the 
Blue Tits, by repeatedly springing the net-traps, were some-
times a nuisance, ten separate birds entering in a single 
morning. These were " marked " temporarily by snipping a 
short length from the tail. Rooks, Jackdaws and a Pied 
Wagtail were seen to inspect the bait, but were too suspicious 
to take it. 

House-Sparrows entered the cage-trap fairly freely, and 
were usually allowed to leave again as they entered, which 
seemed to inspire confidence in other species. Their superior 
intelligence was very marked, for after being caught they 
would at once enter the wire cylinder and try to escape 
through it, while other birds usually had to be driven into it. 

If, in taking a bird from a trap, it uttered alarm notes on 
being handled—which often happened in the case of Song-
Thrush and Blackbird—birds of the same and other species 
would be noticeably shyer for an hour or two afterwards. 

In the first half of the winter the cage-trap caught more 
birds than the net-traps, but after Christmas, when the 
weather was colder, birds entered the latter more freely. No 
bird was injured by either of them. 

With the approach of the nesting-season and the increase 
of natural food the traps become of little use, but in the 
month of June a strawberry bed is a great attraction. If the 
plants are protected from the birds, net-traps placed near the 
bed and baited with the fruit are very effective. Fifteen 
Blackbirds, four Song-Thrushes, a male House-Sparrow (!) 
and an immature Robin were caught in this manner during 
the strawberry season of 1929 with very little expenditure of 
time. 


