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LETTERS. 

NESTLING WILLOW-WARBLERS HISSING. 

To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS,—With regard to Miss B. A. Carter's note (antea, Vol. XXII I . , 
p . 161) re nestling Willow-Warblers (Phylloscopus tr. trochilus) hissing, 
I am certain tha t in previous years I have had occasional broods hiss 
a t me when I disturbed them, but apparently I have made no note 
of the fact. I therefore paid particular attention to the subject this 
year and note that two broods hissed a t me "when I placed my hand 
near the nests. Both broods were a week or more old. R. H. BROWN 

" NIGHT SOARING OF SWIFTS." 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

S I R S , — I have read with interest Mr. P. W. Masson's article on this 
subject (antea, pp. 48-50). Mr. Masson is of the opinion tha t if Swifts 
do come down from their late evening soaring they do not re-enter 
their nests, as to do so in the dark would be dangerous, if not fatal. 
My observations prove tha t Swifts, or a t any rate some of them, do 
come down a t nightfall, and that they enter their nests sometimes 
quite in the dark. Several pairs of Swifts regularly build within my 
house roof, and it has been a matter of great interest on various 
occasions to find odd birds trying to get to their nests in the deep 
dusk—and all the deeper because theirs is the east side of the house. 
A sudden swish of wings overhead, and a " flap *' as the bird strikes 
the eaves, is often the only intimation of the arrival. Then generally 
we see the dusky Swift fly round again, as it often makes several 
attempts before hitting upon the exact spot desired. (This, indeed, 
also happens by day.) No sound is uttered by these late-comers, yet 
once inside their home soft wheezy notes are usually heard. Some
times the darkness is such that it is difficult to see the arriving bird 
a t all. I t seems pretty evident that the Swift can see fairly well in 
the dark, JAMES J . CASH. 
LYMM, CHESHIRE. July 13th, 1930, 

CUCKOO W I T H SAME NOTE RETURNING FOR TWELVE 
YEARS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS, 

SIRS,—The following may be worth recording, as throwing a possible 
light on the age to which a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) may live. 

In 1917 a Cuckoo came to this valley with a distinctive and some
what irritating note. From the day of arrival it called " cuck-oo-oo," 
not in the least like the stammering " cuck-cuck-00 " so common later 
in the season. 

Every year since a bird with the same call has returned until this 
year (1930) when it has not been heard. 

Unless the call was transmitted to offspring it would seem to have 
been made all these twelve years by the same bird. 

H. H. GORDON CLARK. 
MICKLEHAM, SURREY. 

[For similar records, see Vol. XXII . , p . 23.—EDS.] 
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