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SOME ESSEX BIRD NOTES (1929-1930). 
BY 

JAMES W. CAMPBELL. 

THE following are short notes on the status of some uncommon 
birds in Essex. Although two books dealing with the bird-
life of the county have been published, the status of many 
species is still somewhat obscure. On looking through 
Mr. Glegg's History of the Birds of Essex, the lack of recent 
records in the case of several species is very noticeable, 
especially as regards those that frequent the coast. An 
annual report on the bird-life of the county would be of great 
interest. 

TWITE (Carduelis f. flavirostris).—There seem to be no 
recent records of the occurrence of the Twite in Essex. Mr. 
Glegg remarks that all occurrences should be recorded. 

On October ist, 1928, a single Twite was seen in a flock 
of Linnets which rose from a stubble field near Great Yeldham. 

On November 23rd, 1929, a pair passed close to me on a 
marsh near Tolleshunt D'Arcy, and sought shelter in the 
reeds on the approach of a thunder-storm. I know the 
species well in its breeding-haunts. 

LONG-EARED OWL (Asio 0. otus).—As Mr. Glegg found 
that this Owl was scarce in Essex during the breeding-season, 
the following record of a regular nesting-haunt may be of 
interest. There is a fir plantation in the Tiptree district 
where two or three pairs nest annually. The eggs, as a rule, 
are placed in old Magpies' nests. The Owls are not molested, 
and when shooting through the wood in winter it is quite 
usual to see seven or eight on the wing at once. During 
winter they roost together in two or three trees which are 
used for this purpose every year. 

Mr. J. Pettitt tells me that a pair or two nest in a small 
fir plantation near Great Horkesley. 

MARSH-HARRIER {Circus a. ceruginosus).—On December 
6th, 1929, I watched an adult female of this species on a 
marsh near Tolleshunt D'Arcy. When first seen, the bird 
was resting on a marsh gate and an excellent view of it was 
obtained through field-glasses. It was seen subsequently 
several times during the same day. I have seen the species 
before and on this occasion was able to make out the distinctive 
features of its plumage quite easily. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK (Clangula hyemalis),—An immature 
drake was obtained on the Blackwater on January ist, 1930, 
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by Mr., I. Hills. It was the only one seen at the time. Mr. 
Pettitt, who preserved the bird, found that it was in excellent 
condition. 

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Colymbus immer).—A note of 
mine was published in British Birds (Vol. XXIII., p. 102) 
stating that this species had occurred for the last three 
years on a certain part of the Blackwater. On January ist, 
1930, Mr. Pettitt saw two, and on February 15th, 1930, I 
saw one, both records being from the same haunt as in past 
seasons. 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER (Colymbus a. arcticus),—An adult 
in full summer plumage was seen by Mr. W. Cole close to 
Walton pier in the first week of July, 1929. The bird made 
no attempt to dive and was no doubt wounded. Mr. T. H. 
Harrisson tells me that he saw one on the Blackwater on 
February 8th, 1930. On February 15th, 1930, one assuming 
summer plumage was seen on the Blackwater near Tollesbury. 

RED-THROATED DIVER (Colymbus stettatus).—Mr. J. Pettitt 
observed one on the Blackwater on January ist, 1930. On 
the 19th I found one washed up on the shingle near Colne 
Point. This bird had been dead some days and was badly 
oiled about the breast. 

TURNSTONE (Arenaria i. interpres).—-Mr. Glegg regards 
this bird as " a n uncommon double-passage migrant which 
has been recorded every month of the year except December, 
January and February," and this is commented on in the 
review (B.B., Vol. XXIII., p. 47). As I considered that 
the Turnstone was more abundant on the Blackwater than 
Mr. Glegg's status implies, I recorded (i.e., p. 102) that 
Turnstones were reported from Mersea Flats in December, 
1928. On February 8th, 1930, Mr. T. H. Harrisson saw a 
party of seven near Bradwell, on the south shore of the 
Blackwater. Although the late Mr. Miller Christy stated 
that the Turnstone sometimes occurs in winter, he gave no 
instances, so that it seems that Mr. Harrisson's is the first 
record of its occurrence during February. On February 15th, 
1930, I paid a visit to the Blackwater estuary. There was 
a very high tide and large flocks of " Waders " were forced 
off the flats on the Bradwell shore to the saltings on the 
north bank of the river. During high water, four Turnstones 
were seen resting with a flock of Dunlin. Subsequently, 
seven or eight more were seen on the wing. 

The Turnstone as a rule prefers the shingly coasts, but 
during their stay here, where there is comparatively little 
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shingle, they spend much of their time on the mud. For 
the last few years this part of the coast has been undergoing 
a change, banks of shingle and sand washing up and replacing 
what was once mud. It is quite possible that this has 
influenced the status of the Turnstone in the district. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK (Tringa erythropus).—There are 
apparently only about a dozen published records of the 
occurrence of this species in Essex. On September 27th, 
1929, a single Spotted Redshank was flushed from the saltings 
by the side of Tollesbury Creek. There were several Common 
Redshanks on the wing at the same time, so that the larger 
size of the former, together with the smaller amount of white 
on the wing and the larger amount on the rump, was clearly 
apparent, while identification was confirmed by the difference 
in their alarm notes. 

LITTLE AUK (Alle alle).—Mr; J. Pettitt informs me that he 
and Mr. I. Hills saw eight or nine Little Auks on the Black-
water off West Mersea on January 1st, 1930. Two were 
obtained which on examination were found to be in very 
poor condition. 

PUFFIN (Fratercula arctica).—Mx, J. Pettitt saw one on 
January 1st, 1930, off West Mersea. 
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