
NOTES 
NOTICE TO RINGERS. 

" RINGERS " are particularly requested to send in their 
schedules and lists of numbers of each species ringed without 
delay. These are not only required for the Annual Report, 
but as recovered birds are now being reported daily, much 
trouble will be avoided if the schedules are sent in promptly.— 

H.F.W. 

INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF SOME 
BRITISH BIRDS. 

THE following incubation- and fledging-periods were obtained, 
' A ' in east Fife, and ' B ' in the West Riding of Yorkshire in 
1927, 1928, and 1930. The period of incubation has in each 
case been calculated from the day on which the last egg was 
laid until the day or days of hatching, and the fledging-period 
from then until the day or days of departure from the nest. 

Incuba
tion-

Species. period 
m days. 

B LESSER REDPOLL 
(C. /. cabaret) 10 

A YELLOW BDNTING 
(E. c. citrinella) 10 

A d o . * . . . 12 
A SONG-THRUSH 

(T, ph. clarkei) 13 
A do. ... 14-15 
A do. ... — 
B do. ... — 
B do. ... 13-14 
B do, ... 13-14 
A BLACKBIRD 

(T. m. merula) 14-15 
A do. ... 14-17 
A do.f ... 13 
A DIPPER 

(C. c. gularis) ... 16-17 
A STOCK-DOVE 

(C. cenas) 16-17 
A JACKDAW 

(C. m. spermologus) 17-18 
A STARLING 

(S. v. vulgaris) 12 

Fledging-
period in 

days. 

IO- I2 

14 
1 6 

__ 
— 

14-15 
12-14 
13-14 
11-12 

— 
— 
1 3 

_ 

18-20 

— 

— 

Total Period of 
in year of 

days, observa-

2 2 

2 4 
2 2 

.— 
— 

2 7 

2 5 

— 
— 
2 6 

— 

36 

— 

__ 

tion. 

May-June 

July-August 
August 

March-April 
April 

April-May 
May-June 
May-June 

June 

April 
April 
April 

March-April 

March-April 

April-May 

April-May 
(*) Nest begun seven days before first egg laid. 
(t) Nest begun nine days before first egg laid. 

W. J. 
A. H. 

No. of 
eggs in 
clutch. 

5 

3 
4 

4 
3 
3 
6 
4 
4 

4 
3 
3 

4 

2 

4 

6 

No. of 
young 

to leave 
nest. 

5 

3 
2 

— 
— 
3 
5 
4 
4 

— 
— 
— 

— 
2 

4 

— 

EGGELING. 
EGGELING, 
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NESTLINGS CAUGHT IN NEST-LINING. 
WITH reference to the note by Messrs. Oakes and Battersby 
(antea, p. 103) three similar incidents of Chaffinches (Fringilla 
c. Calebs) being caught in nest-lining have come under my 
notice, but the percentage out of nests observed would not 
account for any heavy mortality, from this cause, in my 
district. 

In 1929, I found two nearly fledged Hedge-Sparrows 
(Prunella m. occidentalis) dead in the nest. Both legs of the 
nestlings were hopelessly entangled among the materials. 
In the same year I found an adult Hedge-Sparrow hanging 
strangled by a long strand of black cotton that it was taking 
for lining. 

In 1928, two young Song-Thrushes (Turdus ph. clarkei) 
died in the nest from their exertions to extricate their legs, that 
had penetrated the mud-lining and were interwoven among 
the dry grasses below. 

In 1925, I released a fully-grown Greenfinch (Chloris ch. 
Moris) from a nest from which the other nestlings had long 
flown. The claws of one leg were protruding from the base 
of the nest and the leg was greatly swollen. The bird seemed 
healthy and flew strongly out of sight. 

One might expect such occurrences to be frequent among 
Robins, since the nests are hair-lined, but I have no record 
of one. B. H. RYVES. 

CROSSBILLS EATING APPLES. 
ON August 21st, 1930, in company with Mr. Packer, in his 
garden in the Barrows, Cheddar, I was very much interested 
in watching a pair of Crossbills (Loxia c. curvirostra) feeding 
upon apples. The tree was a small one, and laden very 
heavily with a small sort of apple, and the birds were tame 
enough to allow us to approach within a few yards. They 
fed only upon apples growing on the tree, and selected the 
smallest of the fruit. Portions of apples were continually 
falling, and the ground appeared as though strewn with 
" chewed up " apple. The upper-parts of the apples ordy 
were attacked, the basal halves being left in- situ on the tree. 
The pips were extracted from every apple examined, and 
although we moved about beneath the tree for over half an 
hour the birds remained. Their actions were very parrot
like as they reached over with extended necks and split up 
the apple by apparently thrusting in the bill. Both birds 
were immature males. STANLEY LEWIS. 
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[In connexion with the above we have received a letter 
from Mons. Georges Olivier of Elbeuf, in which he states 
that there is a considerable and widespread invasion of 
Crossbills (first noticed July 14th) in the departments of 
Seine Inferieure, Eure and Calvados, and also in Manche and 
Vendee. In the first three departments the Crossbills have 
been doing great damage in the apple orchards. As instances 
of this, Mons. Olivier states that in one orchard near him 
there were 70 kilogrammes of apples destroyed by the Cross
bills and in another orchard to the north of Rouen 290 kilo
grammes. All the apples so attacked which Mons. Olivier 
has examined have had the pips extracted. 

Many years ago it was quite usual for Crossbills to attack 
apples during their visitations, and the bird was known in 
some districts as the " shell-apple ", but in the 4th edition 
of Yarrell (1876-1882), Vol. 2, p. 191, Newton remarked in a 
footnote that " of late it has not often been observed feeding 
on apples, very possibly owing to the greatly increased 
growth of firs. . . In the days of its greatest depredations 
in orchards there could have been few, if any, conifers in 
England ". We do not, in fact, know of any record of damage 
to apples since 1869. 

We have received a few notes relating to this year's immigra
tion of Crossbills, but we hope to receive more widespread 
information before publishing any account.—EDS.] 

A PAIR OF WAGTAILS REARING TWO CUCKOOS IN 
ONE SEASON. 

I HAVE this year, 1930, noticed an instance of a Pied Wagtail 
(Motacilla a. yarrellii) hatching out a Cuckoo {Cuculus c. 
canorus) twice in the same season. The first nest was built 
under some rock plants within a few feet of our house near 
Virginia Water. The young Wagtails were ejected and the 
Cuckoo reared by the Wagtails. The same pair of Wagtails 
built their second nest under the roof of a shed at the back 
of the house and have again brought up a Cuckoo. I regret 
that I kept no accurate notes of the occurrences at the time. 

DOROTHY MICHOLLS. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER'S NEST USED TWICE IN 
ONE YEAR BY DIFFERENT PAIRS. 

ON June 1st, 1930, I found the nest of a Spotted Flycatcher 
(Muscicapa s. striata) in some ivy against a house at Wood
ford Green, Essex, and three young birds flew from it on or 
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about June 22nd. Subsequently, they were to be seen daily 
not far from the nest, and on July n t h I trapped and ringed 
both the parents. 

In the third week of July I found a Flycatcher again sitting 
on four eggs in the nest, and noticed that she was unringed. 
Observation after the young were hatched showed that 
neither parent bore a ring. The two young birds, when 
nearly ready to fly, were found on August 6th dead below 
the nest, and the parents were not seen again. On this date 
the first family was still about the garden, and both marked 
birds were identified. C. L. COLLENETTE. 

REDSTARTS FEEDING UPON ELDERBERRIES. 
WHILE watching a mixed party of migrants which were resting 
and feeding among some tall bushes in a sheltered hollow at 
Llanishen on August 24th, 1930, my attention was drawn to 
the behaviour of three Redstarts (Phcenicurus ph. phaenicurus), 
apparently all adult females, which were with them. 

They were perched in a dead holly close to an elderbush, 
and at intervals would fly to the elder and hover with flut
tering wings in front of it. With the aid of my field-glass I 
could plainly see them tugging at the bunches of elderberries 
and feeding upon the ripest. 

Several other members of the party, Blackcaps (Sylvia a. 
atricapilla), Common Whitethroats (S. c. communis), Lesser 
Whitethroats (S. c. curruca), Willow-Warblers (Phylloscopus 
t. trochilus), two or three Whinchats (Saxicola r. rubetra), and 
three Spotted Flycatchers (Muscicapa s. striata) perched in 
the holly from time to time, but although they all visited 
the elderbush I only definitely saw a male Blackcap eat the 
berries. 

The Redstarts and Flycatchers made constant sallies over 
the long grass to pick up some insect that had caught their 
eye, and I was interested to observe the very marked resem
blance the two species bore to each other when so engaged. 
Both would dive off their perch to within an inch or two of 
the grass-tops, skim over them with a wavering, flickering 
flight, and hover over the spot where they had seen their 
prey and either pick it up while so doing or drop to earth 
for an instant to secure it, afterwards returning to the perch 
they had just left. GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 

EVIDENCE FOR INDIVIDUAL CHANGES IN SWALLOW 
POPULATION. 

IN 1929 I was successful in catching, during August, near 
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Laugharne, Carmarthen, six separate pairs of adult Swallows 
(Hirundo r. rustica) in small sheds or barns in which there 
was only one pair nesting. In August, 1930, I re-trapped 
these sheds, and the following is the result:— 

Shed (A). NO birds nesting in 1930. 
Shed (B). A different female in 1930, but I did not catch 

the male. 
Shed (c). A different pair in 1930. 
Shed (D). A different pair in 1930. 
Shed (E). Same male as in 1929, but a different female. 
Shed (F). This shed was kept closed in 1930, but adjacent 

to it is another small shed, which was occupied by the 
same female as in 1929, with a different male. 

The results are so meagre that comment is practically 
useless. 

I now give some figures which seem to show that Swallows, 
when returning after their first winter abroad, scatter fairly 
widely over the district in which they were hatched. During 
the four years 1926-9 I ringed, near Laugharne, about 600 
nestling Swallows, and in the four years 1927-30 I caught 
52 adults ; of these 52, only one had been ringed as a nestling. 
Corresponding figures for Wheatears {(Enanthe ce. cenanthe) 
suggest a much closer return to their birthplaces: during 
the five years 1922-6 I ringed near Seaford, Sussex, about 
280 nestling Wheatears, and in the five years 1923-7 I caught 
36 adults; of these 36, no fewer than 6 had been ringed as 
nestlings. J. F. THOMAS. 

SIZE OF SWALLOW BROODS IN CARMARTHENSHIRE 
DURING AUGUST. 

BELOW are given figures showing the average size of broods 
of Swallows {Hirundo r. rustica) whose nests I have visited 
during August, 1930, in the neighbourhood of Laugharne. 
The years 1924-9 are also shown for comparison. 

1924 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 

* In 1930 for the first time I found a brood of six in August. 

No. of nests 
visited. 

24 
40 
45 
41 
32 
45 
36 

Average 
brood. 

3.96 
3-90 
4.04 
3-9o 
3-34 
3.96 
4.06 

Percentage. 
Five or more.* 

29.2 
30.0 
26.7 
36.6 

6.2 
33-3 
36.1 
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There is a remarkable constancy about the average brood, 
with the exception of the one bad year, 1928. 

J. F. THOMAS. 

SWALLOW'S UNUSUAL NESTING SITE. 
IN B.B., Vol. XVII., p. 109, I recorded a nest of a Swallow 
(Hirundo r. rustled) made without mud ; this was inside the 
thatched roof of a shed. 

On August 16th, 1930, near Laugharne, Carmarthenshire, 
I found a nest only 18 inches from the ground, in a crevice 
amongst a heap of some twenty stone slabs leaning against a 
wall. The nest, which was an untidy mass of hay and 
feathers, without mud, contained two dead young ones (age 
about sixteen days), while a third, alive, but rather weak, 
was perched just outside. The nest was inside a barn, where 
there were two other pairs nesting, and there seemed to be 
a good deal of discord among the adult Swallows there. 

J. F. THOMAS. 

SWIFT ROOSTING IN A TREE. 
ON September 12th, 1930, a single Swift (Apus a. apus) flew 
to my island at Hickling, Norfolk, at 7.20 p.m. It circled 
round the willow-trees there three times, each time turning 
over in the air and making a noise with its wings much like 
that made by a Lapwing. Then it alighted on a very thin 
twig and immediately went to sleep. It was still asleep at 
7.15 the next morning, but had gone by 7-45- I did not see 
it leave. On the 12th there was heavy rain most of the 
day and a strong N.E. wind. E. L. TURNER. 

GREEN WOODPECKER IN WEST ROSS-SHIRE. 
ON June 26th, 1930, I was walking in a large pine-wood on 
the slope of a hill on the borders of Loch Duich in west Ross-
shire, when I heard the " l a u g h " of a Green Woodpecker 
(Picus viridis). Then I caught a glimpse of it through the 
trees and heard it again twice. My friend, who was a little 
way off, also distinctly heard it. 

As I believe there are very few records of this bird for the 
Highlands, it is perhaps as well to state that there are a 
great many Green Woodpeckers round my house in Norfolk, 
and consequently that I am very familiar with the bird. 

M. BARCLAY. 

[There have been several records of Green Woodpeckers in 
Perthshire in recent years and the bird is, no doubt, breeding 

K 
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there in small numbers, but that one should be seen in June 
in west Ross-shire is very remarkable.-—EDS.] 

A FURTHER NOTE ON DOUBLE BROODING OF THE 
NIGHTJAR. 

This summer (1930) I was able to observe the Nightjar 
(Caprimulgus eu. europceus) in the same locality as in previous 
years (antea, Vol. XXIII., pp. 242-5), and have to thank 
Messrs. R. M. Garnett and C. C. Lack for helping me to 
watch the nests. Three nests were found at which the male 
brooded the young when they were about twelve days old. 
The respective second-brood nests were found in two cases, 
and were one hundred and one hundred and sixty paces 
from their first nests. In one case, on the day that the male 
first brooded the young, the female was found roosting on 
the spot where she laid her first egg the next day. At the 
other nest there was also a day's interval between the male 
first brooding the chicks and the laying of the first egg of the 
second brood. In my original article I suggested that the 
female did not leave her first brood until ready to lay again, 
for this was what happened in captivity. But in the latter 
case the enforced proximity of the female to the first brood 
probably accounted for her brooding them an extra day ; 
the young tried to creep under her even after she had laid. 
I also gave a possible case in the wild state of a female laying 
her first egg on the same day that she left her young. But 
here I was unable to watch in the evening to determine if 
the nests belonged to the same pair. The Nightjars in a 
given locality tend to lay at about the same time, so that it 
is not unlikely that two pairs were concerned in the last case. 

The third nest found this year was exceptional. The male 
brooded the young at the expected time, and on the same and 
the following day the female was flushed about forty yards 
away. She evidently failed to lay, for after the two days 
she returned to the first brood, and for the next six days the 
male brooded one chick, the female the other. In this 
case the second nest would presumably have been only 
forty yards from the first. This is probably a more typical 
distance than the two others recorded above. In the latter 
there was a scarcity of suitable nesting sites, save in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the nests or rather far off. 

At a fourth nest this year the young hatched on July 2nd 
and 4th. No second brood followed. At two nests in 1928 
in which the young hatched in the first week of July there 
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was also no second brood. These nests were too early for 
second broods and seem too late for normal first broods. 
Probably they had been laid after destroyed first attempts. 
In my original article I gave an instance where such a late 
nest was followed by a second brood, but this is probably 
abnormal. DAVID L. LACK. 

GREENLAND FALCON IN INVERNESS-SHIRE. 
IN the first week in April, 1930, at the head of the stream on 
the River Findhorn, the head-keepers of Glenkirk and Balla-
crochan Moors saw a white Hawk with dark wing-tips, which 
was undoubtedly a Greenland Falcon (Falco rusticolus 
candicans). It was on a wire fence, and was either resting, or 
was attracted by a Black-backed Gull which was in a trap 
near by. There had been very heavy gales prior to the day 
on which it was seen. The keepers approached to within 
100 yards, and left it unmolested. It then flew down the 
stream, flying like a Peregrine somewhat, and was not seen 
again. One of the keepers, L. Rose, had seen a similar Falcon 
more than twenty years ago and he is also acquainted with a 
stuffed specimen. H. C. R. GILLMAN. 

OSPREY IN CUMBERLAND. 
I WAS at Keswick on August 31st, 1930, and saw what was 
undoubtedly an Osprey (Pandion halicetus). It was fully 
a mile away from any considerable stretch of water, and made 
its way towards Skiddaw. Although I am not familiar with 
the bird, the white underparts, dark back and general build 
and flight made it unmistakable. D. F. JOPSON. 

LITTLE EGRET IN DEVONSHIRE. 
ON August 1st and 2nd, 1930, by the river Axe opposite to 
Axmouth, Devon, Mr. J. V. Worthington saw a small, white 
Heron, somewhat similar to the immature Buff-backed 
Heron which frequented the meadows near Axminster for so 
many weeks in June and July, 1930, and which was proved 
to be an escaped bird, but obviously distinguished from it by 
having black legs and a black and much longer beak. He took 
it to be a Little Egret (Egretta garzetta) and wrote to me 
to that effect. 

The Rev. F. L. Blathwayt and I, together with Mr. Wor
thington, watched this bird for half an hour on August 7th, 
and we are completely satisfied that the identification is 
correct. The whole plumage was white, the legs long and 
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black, the beak long, pointed, and practically black. The 
crest was short and the plumes on the mantle were scanty, 
the wings broad and the flight rather heavy. We think the 
bird was either an adult in moult or immature. Also, from 
its restless and shy behaviour-—flying up and down the river, 
or settling for a few moments in different places—we believe 
it to be a genuinely wild bird and not an " escape ". As to 
this latter possibility, my enquiries so far have met with a 
negative result. 

This Little Egret, then, if acknowledged as a wild bird, is 
the second definite record for this country, and also for 
Devon, the only other admitted by the Practical Handbook 
as " thoroughly authentic", having occurred near Exeter, 
Devon, on June 3rd, 1870. W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

[Unfortunately, it is difficult to accept as a genuinely wild 
example any record of such birds as Herons, Cranes and some 
of the rarer ducks. So many people keep these birds and 
either give them their liberty intentionally or allow them to 
escape, that it is becoming a frequent occurrence for such 
birds to be observed and recorded by ornithologists in the 
belief that they are wild. Moreover, birds are now imported 
and kept in such good condition that it is often impossible 
to judge by their appearance or actions whether they are 
wild or not. A notable example of this was a Flamingo 
which was observed to come down at Beaulieu, Hampshire, 
from a great height and acted in all respects as a very wild 
bird, being hunted unsuccessfully by gunners for a whole 
winter, yet this bird was shown to have escaped from captivity 
(antea, Vol. XX., pp. 156 and 228).—EDS.] 

SIZE OF CLUTCHES IN SANDWICH TERN. 
FOR several seasons I have visited an ever increasing 
Lancashire colony of Sandwich Terns (Sterna s. sandvicensis), 
but until this year I have not been able to count the clutches 
as the young were mostly hatched when I visited the place. 
The following numbers of ringed give an indication of the 
growth of the colony : 1920, 3 1 ; 1921, 30 ; 1922, 77 ; 1923, 
64 ; 1924, 92 ; 1925, 117 ; 1926, 63 ; 1927, 120 ; 1928, 148; 
1929, 399; 1930, 535 to date. 

On June 1st, 1930, when the above-mentioned colony had 
young, another colony in the neighbourhood had only eggs. 
This colony was started last year with about fifteen nests, of 
which the greater number contained but one egg, but this 
year there were three of three, one hundred and eighteen 
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of two, and only forty with one egg. Others have been 
deposited since, even as late as July 2nd, when all the young 
in the old colony had flown. 

The old colony, consisting of the main colony with three 
offshoots close to, is situated among Black-headed Gulls, the 
eggs of the two species being within a few inches of one 
another. 

The new colony is situated on grassy and sandy patches 
on a gravel bed, with a small colony of Arctic Terns within 
a few feet, and many nests of Common Terns all around. 
Last year the number of unfertile eggs was remarkable, 
which is not the case this year, unless many of the eggs 
remaining in this new colony fail to hatch. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

WHITE STARLING IN ESSEX.—Mr. R. E. J. Edwards reports 
that on August loth, 1930, he saw a White Starling (Sturnus 
v. vulgaris) feeding and flying in company with a small flock 
of normally coloured birds on Mersea Island. 

COMMON SCOTER INLAND IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. Clifford 
Oakes writes that on August 31st, 1930, he watched an adult 
male Oidemia nigra on the Ribble between Eddisford Bridge 
and Mytton. 

CENSUS OF HERONRIES.—Correction.—Mr. W. E. Glegg 
informs us that he has ascertained from Mr. C. H. Row that 
the nest at Buhner, placed under Suffolk in Mr. Nicholson's 
"Supplementary Report" (antea, Vol. XXIII., p. 328), is 
actually in Essex. 

OYSTERCATCHER NESTING IN KENT.—With reference to the 
note on this subject (antea, Vol. XXIII., p. 278) Mr. L. H. 
Dagley informs us that he again found a nest of the Oyster-
catcher (Hcematopus 0. ostralegus) in the same neighbourhood 
of Sandwich on June 9th, 1930. 

BLACK TERNS IN SURREY AND WILTSHIRE.—Mr. E. L. 
King states that on April 30th, 1930, he saw a Black Tern 
(Chlidonias n. niger), in breeding-plumage, at the Barn Elms 
reservoirs, and that on August 2nd, at the same place, he 
watched for over an hour four immature birds of the same 
species, and on September 13th saw two adults there. The 
same observer saw an immature Black Tern flying over 
Wilton Water, near Savernake, on September 6th. 
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BLACK TERNS IN WORCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. E. St. George 
Betts reports that in the evening of August 2nd, 1930, two 
Black Terns (Chlidonias n. niger) were hawking over the 
Upper Bittell reservoir, near Barnt Green. Three Common, 
or Arctic, Terns, were present also. All five had gone the 
next morning. 

LITTLE TERN NESTING IN KENT.—Mr. L. H. Dagley informs 
us that the Little Tern (Sterna a. alUfrons) nested on the 
stretch of shore between Sandwich and Deal this season. 
In June he found five nests, and from the number of birds 
seen considered there were about six or seven breeding pairs. 
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