
EMOTES 
IMMIGRATION OF CROSSBILLS IN 1930. 

THE immigration of Crossbills (Loxia c. curvirostra) from 
July onward in 1930 was evidently on a much smaller scale 
than in 1929. In England it has been difficult and often 
impossible to trace whether the appearance of Crossbills 
was due to fresh arrivals from the Continent or to more 
local movements of birds which had stayed over from the 
1929 irruption. Reports from a good many districts state 
that a certain number of Crossbills were present throughout 
the spring and summer, and in some cases pairs were seen 
and thought to bs breeding, though definite proof was 
lacking. From the middle of July onwards more birds were 
seen, but they were undoubtedly in much smaller numbers 
than in 1929. In the northern islands an immigration was 
clearly defined, but so far as information goes on. a 
comparatively small scale. 

It seems sufficient to give a resume of the observations. 
SHETLANDS AND ORKNEYS.—Passing parties in July a t Fair Isle, 

but " not so many as last year," and one seen in Shetland on July 14th 
(Scot. Nat.). About 24 miles due east of Wick on July 18th (N.E. 
wind) about thirty came on board and most remained until Kirkwall 
was reached and some until a few miles of Lerwick (H. A. Wallace in 
litt. to C. Oldham). In Orkney an exhausted pair on July 18th and 
subsequently a number of small parties (four to seven) (Scot. Nat.) 
One at Hoy on July 31st (W. Sefle). 

OUTER HEBRIDES.—One St. Kilda, July 22nd ; one Barra, September 
14th (A. MacRae). 

SCOTLAND, MAINLAND.—Five a t Deerness, Sutherland, August 28th 
(R. J. Buxton) ; many in Aberdeen and Forfar in August 
(W. S. Medlicott) ; single records in Fife and E. Lothian (Scot. Nat.); 
Peebleshire, party arrived July 10th (T. G. Laidlaw) ; a t sea ten miles 
east of the Isle of May on July igth a " large flight " was reported as 
passing a trawler, three birds alighting (Scot. Nat.). 

ENGLAND.—Apparently new arrivals were reported, mostly in small 
numbers and sometimes single birds, from: Northumberland, July 18th 
(J. M. Craster), and a number on Holy Island on September 8th and 
apparently some weeks before (T. G. Laidlaw); Yorkshire (N.E.), 
some end July and numerous August (W. S. Medlicott); Lincolnshire, 
August (J. S. Reeve) ; Norfolk (north coast), September 18th (C. Old
ham) ; Cheshire, July 25th (T. Perrin) ; Montgomeryshire, September 
17th (J. Wood, F. R. Barlow) ; Shropshire, since July 15th a definite 
increase (H. E. Forrest) ; Herefordshire, new birds came in July 
(H. A. Gilbert) ; Worcestershire, July 15th, 31st, August 8th (J. D. 
Wood, F . R. Barlow, J. S. Elliott, E. St. G. Betts) ; Warwickshire, 
August 17th (H. A. Gilbert) ; Hertfordshire, August 20th (C. Oldham) ; 
Surrey, August 10th, 12th (H. Bentham) ; Sussex, August 10th 
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( E . Dann) ; Hampshire August 12th and 17th and September 10th 
(J . R. Wood, F . R. Barlow, M. C. W. Dilke, F . C. R. Jourdain) ; Dorset, 
August I2th-27th {J. D. Wood, F . R. Barlow, Lord Cross) ; Pembroke
shire (S.W.), August 25th (R. M. Lockley) ; Scilly Isles, September 
9th, large flock and previously a few (A. W. Boyd). 

FOOD.—Mr. H. E. Forrest writes that Crossbills were seen eating 
garden peas 'a t Boreatton Park, Shropshire. In the same county, a t 
Munslow, the Rev. E. Powell, on September 22nd, finding that every 
apple on two trees, though still in situ, had been sliced open and the 
pips removed, set a watch, and seeing some birds a t the apples shot 
one, which proved to be an adult male Crossbill (cf. antea, pp. 125-6). 

H.F.W. 

CROSSBILLS BREEDING IN SURREY. 

EARLY in 1930, Crossbills (Loxia c. curvirostra) were present 
in considerable numbers throughout north-west Surrey, and 
were observed by us in five separate localities :— 

(1) April 6th.—A flock of twenty-five to thirty ; and at the 
same place on April 18th a female feeding a striped 
young one. 

(2) April 12th.—Eight seen. 
(3) April 21st.—Twenty; a red male singing. Two on 

April 28th. 
(4) In early April a pair were, on several occasions, seen 

feeding two fully fledged young by Miss J. M. Ferrier, 
Miss C. M. Acland, P.A.D.H., and other observers. 

(5) One on June 18th. 
We suspect that, in addition to the two proved cases of 

nesting, breeding occurred at other of the above localities. 
Mr. Howard Bentham has very kindly informed us of the 

following Surrey breeding records for previous years: 
1898, one pair ; 1910, seven pairs ; 1926, five pairs ; 1927, 
three pairs. T. H. HARRISSON. 

P. A. D. HOLLOM. 

CHAFFINCHES CAUGHT IN NEST-LINING. 

WITH reference to the notes on this subject {antea, pp. 103 
and 125), in June, 1930, I was looking through an osier 
bed near King's Lynn when I heard a great commotion in a 
bush. On going to see what was wrong I found a young 
Chaffinch (Fringilla c. ccelebs) hanging by its tongue to the 
side of a nest. A piece of wool in the lining had got twisted 
round the two little spines at the base of its tongue, which 
was pulled out of its mouth. I managed to disengage the 
wool, but the bird seemed very exhausted. N. TRACY. 
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LARGE CLUTCH OF CHAFFINCH'S EGGS. 
AT the end of May, 1930, near King's Lynn, I found a nest 
of a Chaffinch {FringiUa c. ccelebs) containing six eggs. On 
the following morning there were seven eggs in the nest, 
but no more were laid. N. TRACY. 

[In the British Isles the set of seven has been found on 
seven occasions and Mr. Mayall has once recorded a set of 
eight (antea, Vol. XIII., p. 8o), but of course anything over 
five is quite unusual.—F.C.R. J.] 

SCARCE MIGRANTS AT HOLY ISLAND, 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 

I SPENT from September 8th to 22nd, 1930, at Holy Island, 
and during that period there was a good deal of migration 
of small Passeres noticeable. On the 9th the wind went 
round to the S.E. accompanied by haze, and on the n t h 
Redstarts and Pied Flycatchers were present in hundreds, 
while Redbreasts, Willow-Warblers and Goldcrests were 
very plentiful. 

On this day (nth) I identified a Little Bunting (Emberiza 
pusilla). It frequented a hedge near a barley stubble and 
I saw it again on the 12th and 13th. I t was confiding and 
allowed a close approach, and its small size, chestnut lores 
and ear-coverts and black streaks on the breast were easily 
distinguished. 

On the same day I watched for some time with my binocu
lars a Warbler catching insects in some bushes in a garden. 
From its size, the shape of its bill and its brownish-olive 
upper-parts and bright yellow under-parts it was certainly 
an Icterine or Melodious Warbler, the former, Hippolais 
icterina, bsing, I think, the most likely. 

On the n t h I also saw three Bluethroats (Luscinia 
svecica). Two flew to and fro from an embankment to a 
wall, while the other was hopping about at a great pace 
on the short grass of a lane. All were catching insects 
and appeared to be immature birds. T. G. LAIDLAW. 

REED-BUNTING SHELTERING YOUNG FROM SUN. 
IN Volumes XIII . and XV. of BRITISH BIRDS some photo
graphs of mine were published showing how Sparrow-Hawks 
protected their young from the sun. Since then I have at 
various times taken notes on the methods adopted by various 
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Reed-Bunting shielding Nestlings from Sun. 
{Photographed by J. H. Owen.) 
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smaller birds to shield their young from the sun. In July, 
1930, I secured some photographs of Reed-Buntings 
(Emberiza s. schaeniclus), both male and female, doing this. 
Their attitudes, which were practically similar, were much 
more upright than in the Sparrow-Hawk and they did not 
spread the tail much nor were the wings so fully extended. 
Even wings in the Reed-Bunting are more widely spread 
than in any other species I have watched of less size than 
the Sparrow-Hawk. 

The female Reed-Bunting was brooding the young and 
left the nest on the arrival of the male. After feeding the 
young and cleaning the nest, he immediately took up a 
position on the brim of the nest with his back to the sun. 
At first the spread of his wings was not very great, but this 
increased as the heat got more powerful until it reached the 
maximum shown in the lower of the two photographs here 
reproduced. J, H. OWEN. 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER SEEN IN SURREY. 

ON October 10th, 1930, in my,garden at Sutton, I watched 
for two or three minutes a Yellow-browed Warbler (Phyllo-
scopus h. prcemium) which was singing continually its short, 
shrill, but pleasing little song while it flittered from branch 
to branch, at first in a plum tree, then to the surrounding 
trees. I instantly recognized its song, having heard two 
singing out of four which I watched exactly thirty-five 
years ago, that were in a hedge of a garden at West Buckland, 
Devon (also at 10 a.m.), on either October 1st or 2nd, 1895. 
This bird behaved in a precisely similar way in its actions, 
by alighting on the lower branches and working its way 
upwards from branch to branch, and repeating its song 
every few seconds. A full account with the song set to 
music of those I saw in Devon is recorded in British Birds, 
their Nests and Eggs (Vol. I., pp. 94-96). 

I was able to get quite close to the bird I am now recording. 
In general form it resembled a small Willow-Warbler, but 
was not so slim. The pale yellowish brow-streak was 
distinctly visible and I now and again caught a glimpse of 
the yellowish bands on the wing-coverts, but these appeared 
mostly hidden by the overlapping flank feathers. I believe 
this is the first instance of this rare little Warbler having 
been observed in Surrey. F. W. FROHAWK. 
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SIZE OF SWALLOW BROODS IN CHESHIRE. 
I GIVE below a table of the size of broods of Swallow (Hirundo 
r, rustica) near Great Budworth, Cheshire, during the last 
four years. 

It will be seen that the average of the first brood in June is 
the largest in each of the four years, particularly so during 
1930, when the June average was 4.6 nestlings per brood. 

The July figures include both first and second broods, but 
even so are larger than those of August, when there are more 
broods of one, two and three than in the earlier months. 

Broods of six occur rarely—only seven out of 335 broods : 
four in June, one in July and two in August. 
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A. W. BOYD. 

CHOICE OF FIRST NESTING-SITE BY SWALLOWS. 

MR. J. F. THOMAS (antea, p. 128) gave evidence to show 
that Swallows after their first winter scatter widely on their 
return in the district in which they were bred. Such 
recoveries as have been made of birds I have ringed near 
Great Budworth, Cheshire, fully bear out his suggestion. 
Eight marked as nestlings have so far been recovered (four 
of which have already been recorded in British Birds) and, 
though more recoveries will be needed for definite proof, it 
is noteworthy that all have been recorded in Cheshire at no 
great distance. 
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One of the eight was found in the May of the second summer 
after ringing 13J miles to the S.E. The other seven were 
recaptured in their first summer after ringing ; five certainly, 
and probably all, were breeding. The five breeding birds 
were found distant from their original home : 3f miles S.W., 
1 mile S.W., i j miles N.W., 1 mile 5 fur. N.E., and 3 fur. 
N.N.W. The other two were found at a distance of 3 miles 
N'.N.E. and 1 furlong W. 

Many other ringed Swallows returned this year to the 
district and were frequently reported to me from different 
farms, but in some cases I did not care to try and catch the 
adults for fear of desertion, as this species is held in high 
regard locally and protected in practically every farm. 

It will be seen, however, that of those recovered none was 
found in the farm where it was hatched. 

There seems to be little chance of their becoming inbred 
if this scattering be the general rule. A. W. BOYD. 

FATAL COLLISION OF SWIFTS. 
AT Theale Station, Berkshire, there is a large goods shed, 
open at both ends. Swifts (Apus a. apus) nest inside the 
shed and often fly right through. I have caught a few of 
them with a large net and ringed them. 

On July 24th, 1930, as I am informed by Mr. Stanley the 
station-master, two Swifts were flying in the same direction, 
one through the shed and the other outside. The latter, 
having reached the end of the shed, swung round into it 
just at the moment when the Swift inside had reached the 
opening. The two birds collided and fell, and both died as 
a result about five minutes afterwards. One bore a ring 
number, 6207, which I had put on eight years before, on 
May 24th, 1922. NORMAN H. JOY. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER BREEDING IN 
SUTHERLAND. 

ON June 24th, 1930, we heard a Great Spotted Woodpecker 
(Dryobates major) calling in a small plantation on the Suther-
landshire side of Dornoch Firth. On investigation we saw 
one bird, which was soon joined by another. Above the 
cries of these two could be heard the shriller voices of young 
birds. Guided by these, we found the nesting-hole in an old 
birch. The young were well advanced, and at odd intervals 
appeared at the entrance hole. G. K. YEATES. 

M. G. ROBINSON. 
H. A. PATRICK. 
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[The Great Spotted Woodpecker was recorded as breeding 
in south-east Sutherland in 1926 (antea, Vol. XX., p. 206), but 
it is interesting to have a further observation as this is the 
most northerly point at which it has been noted as breeding. 
The extension of this bird in northern Scotland during the 
last twenty years has been remarkable, and within the last 
ten years it has been recorded as nesting in the counties of 
Banff, Elgin, Nairn, Inverness, Ross, and, as shown above, 
south Sutherland.—EDS.] 

TAWNY OWL TAKING YELLOW BUNTING. 
ON April 20th, 1929, I visited the nest of a Tawny Owl 
(Strix a. sylvatica) near Upper Largo, Fife. In addition to 
a newly hatched young one and two eggs the nest also con
tained a number of mice and voles and a male Yellow 
Bunting {Emberiza c. citrinella). Whilst the Practical 
Handbook states that Buntings have been recorded as food 
of the Tawny Owl, there has apparently been no information 
as to which species are taken. W. J. EGGELING. 

[Newsted recorded a " Bunting " in an analysis of pellets 
of this species, but though probably E. citrinella, the species 
was not specified.—F.C.R.J.] 

BUZZARD BREAKING THROUGH GLASS 
GREENHOUSE. 

ON August 29th, 1930, a Buzzard {Buteo b. buteo) forced its 
way through a pane of glass in the side of a greenhouse 
adjoining my house. From there it made its way through 
an open doorway into a corridor of the house, where I found 
it perched. I opened a door leading into the garden, but 
the bird, in its alarm, flew through the greenhouse, and, 
smashing another pane of glass close to where it had entered, 
made its escape. 

Although Sparrow-Hawks have on several occasions been 
reported as breaking through glass, I am not aware that this 
has been recorded in the case of the Buzzard. They are not 
uncommon round this district (Langford, Bow, Devonshire), 
and one had been seen about a week earlier close to the 
house, probably the same bird, as both were uniform brown 
in. colour. R. O. JOURDAIN. 

HONEY-BUZZARDS IN KENT. 
A HONEY-BUZZARD (Pernis a. apivorus) was shot on 
September 17th, 1930, in the vicinity of Rochester. The 
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bird, which is in immature plumage, proved on dissection 
to be a female. 

A sample of the contents of the crop and stomach was 
kindly examined and reported upon by Mr. R. B. Benson, 
of the Natural History Museum, South Kensington, who 
states that this consisted of pieces of wasp's nest, comb, 
larvae, pupae and immature workers of the common wasp 
(Vespa vulgaris). 

The bird was received by me in the flesh from Captain 
C. W. R. Knight, into whose possession it had passed for 
identification, and by whose courtesy this note has been made 
possible. JAMES M. HARRISON. 

A second Honey-Buzzard, which I have seen, was shot 
on the same day near Snargate, in Romney Marsh. This 
was also an immature bird, very fat, and its stomach full 
of wasp-grubs. N. F. TICEHURST. 

OSPREYS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 
As an unusual number of Ospreys (Pandion halicetus) have 
made an appearance in this country this autumn, it is 
advisable to collect all the details, and we publish below 
reports we have received, and would refer readers to one 
already published (antea, p. 131). We shall be glad to have 
any further news of the occurrence of this species. It will 
be seen that most of the first appearances in different locali
ties occurred in the middle of September, the dates being 
so near together as to point to the possibility of a number of 
birds having migrated at the same time. It may be remem
bered that Capt. C. W. Knight turned out last year in Scotland 
two young birds from America. We do not know the fate of 
these birds and we believe they were not ringed, but it is 
obvious that the present migration has no connexion with 
these two birds, as has been suggested. 

IN ARGYLLSHIRE.—I had an Osprey under observation on 
Loch Sunart, Argyll, from September 20th until the 23rd, 
and it was seen by others on the 19th. It apparently spent 
the day at large, but returned early in the evening to a group 
of stunted and bent oaks some 600 yards up the hillside from 
the water. I saw it once, planing and circling at about 
150 feet above the bay (September 20th), and also on the 
22nd I watched it hovering over the land, as motionless as 
a Kestrel, with the head slightly down. 

A Buzzard flew over on this occasion and so enabled me 
to make a comparison. The Osprey looks much larger, but 
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also much less stumpy; its neck looked distinctly long and 
its wing-span tremendous. Very wild weather prevailed the 
next day and I was told that the Osprey was seen to make a 
very clumsy landing near the shore, but it had disappeared 
when my informant went out to look for it, nor, I understand, 
has it been seen since. BRUCE CAMPBELL. 

IN ELGIN.—In The Field (4-X-30, p. 481) " Ferintosh " 
states that " recently " he watched an Osprey near Grantown 
and later on the same day was shown the bird dead. We are 
informed that it was a bird of the year and the date was 
September 16th. 

OFF THE EAST COAST.—An Osprey, which I kept alive for 
some days and then despatched to the London Zoological 
Gardens, was caught, tired out, on board a Yarmouth fishing 
boat on September 17th, 1930. I have been unable to 
obtain the exact position of the boat when the bird came on 
board and can only state that it was between Yarmouth and 
the Humber. 

The bird fed on flounders, whiting, cod's head and other 
fish ; it also took a great liking to skate skins and bullock's 
liver. I t was thus no trouble to feed and was at no time 
restless or defiant and only once tried to claw my hand. I t 
appears to be a bird of the year. A. H. PATTERSON. 

IN NOF LK.—The first Osprey seen at Hickling this autumn 
(1930) w<„> on September 17th and again on the 19th at 
Horsey Mere. 

On September 27th an Osprey again appeared at Hickling. 
It was seen to make three unsuccessful dives, catching on 
the fourth, while on the 29th two unsuccessful dives were 
observed. On October 1st I saw the Osprey come towards 
a pen of ducks, hover and dive down. I waved my 
arms to frighten it, and either my action or a view of the 
wire netting made it take off. On the 6th it again scared a 
big lot of duck, and I am inclined to think this bird was not 
averse to taking waterfowl, as I saw it carrying a black 
object which did not look like a fish, and may have been a 
duck or Coot, but the bird was just too far off to be certain. 

J. VINCENT. 
Mr. B. B. Riviere informs us that a bird of the year, now 

in the Norwich Museum, was shot near Harleston about 
September 13th and that one was seen at Rockland on 
the 20th. 

Miss M. Barclay informs us that she watched one at 
Gunton Lake, north-east Norfolk, from October 12th to the 
22nd, at which date it appears to have left. 
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IN SUFFOLK.—An Osprey, which I now have in captivity, 
-was caught in an exhausted state, at Gunton Hall, near 
Lowestoft, on September 22nd, 1930.. This bird is thriving 
very well on a diet of rabbit and chicken. G. H. GURNEY. 

IN SURREY.—On September 19th, 1930,1 saw an Osprey 
in Surrey. It was perching on a dead birch tree by 
the side of a marsh, on an exposed bit of ground. My atten
tion was attracted by its large size and white head, which 
could be distinctly seen through field-glasses at a good 
distance away. It remained on the tree for nearly twenty 
minutes, during which time I approached to within about 
200 yards. 

The white head, with black streak across the cheek, white 
under-parts and thighs, and brown back were clearly seen, 
and made identification certain. The bird constantly turned 
its head sharply from side to side, and small birds, as they 
flew overhead, dipped at it, though it took no notice of them. 
I t then rose, and with deliberate wing-flaps flew away in an 
easterly direction. 

On September 25th, 1927, an Osprey was seen within half 
a mile of the same place, flying in the same direction. 

ENAID E. JONES. 

NESTING OF RED-BREASTED MERGANSER IN 
DUMFRIESSHIRE. 

I N the summer of 1930 I was told that two broods of " Saw-
billed ducks " were to be seen daily on the River Nith near 
Cowhill. It was not, however, till September 12th that 
specimens of these birds could be obtained, when two were 
sent to me ; these I at once forwarded to Mr. H. F. Witherby 
who has identified them both as female Red-breasted 
Mergansers (Mergus senator). Mr. Witherby informs me 
that, judging from the condition of their sexual organs and 
from the smallness of their crests, he considers that both 
birds were hatched this year. 

This note should be read in conjunction with Mr. Blezard's 
record of the breeding of the Red -breasted Merganser on the 
River Annan (antea, Vol. XXIII., p. 132) and my letter on 
page 232 of the same volume. HUGH S. GLADSTONE. 

CURLEW- AND GREEN SANDPIPERS IN 
SHROPSHIRE. 

ON September 7th, 1930, my brother (O. R. Owen) and I 
went to look for a Green Sandpiper {Tringa ochropus) which 
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had been frequenting some small ponds near Oswestry for 
more than a month. We saw no sign of it, but at one pond 
we were greatly surprised to find a Curlew-Sandpiper 
(Calidris testacea). We examined it from close quarters with 
a powerful pair of field-glasses and put it up several times to 
watch its flight. Each time it flew a short distance and 
returned to the pond to rest. It seemed very tired. Later 
in the day we again watched the bird and approached within 
twenty feet of it. On this occasion we flushed the Green 
Sandpiper. I have seen Green Sandpipers in Shropshire in 
spring, autumn and winter, usually singly, but occasionally 
in pairs in the winter, but the Curlew-Sandpiper I have never 
seen in the county before. J. H. OWEN. 

LITTLE STINT IN SURREY. 
ON September 30th, 1930, at one of the reservoirs near 
Hammersmith Bridge, my attention was attracted by its 
size and its short, straight bill to a very small wader, which 
was feeding, unaccompanied by any other bird. I recognized 
a Little Stint [Calidris minuta), and the bird allowed me to 
watch it for as long as I wished from a distance of only a 
few feet. It appeared to be an immature bird. 

With the exception that a single bird was reported from 
the Brent Reservoir in the autumn of 1929 (antea, Vol. 
XXIII., p. 194) this species seems not to have occurred in 
Middlesex since 1871 (London Naturalist, 1929, p. 28). I t 
appears to have been a rare visitor to Surrey, for I am told 
that in all the volumes of British Birds the only record for 
the county relates to a bird seen by Mr. Howard Bentham at 
Frensham Pond in 1919 (antea, Vol. XIII., p. 220), and that 
in the Zoologist from the beginning of 1900 to the end of 1916 
there appears to be no record at all. F. R. FINCH. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN SURREY. 
ON September 21st, 1930, which was the day after a great gale, 
I found on one of the reservoirs near Hammersmith Bridge 
a Grey Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicarius) which had nearly, 
but not. quite, completed the change from summer- into 
winter-plumage. I saw the bird again on September 23rd 
and 25th ; and I am told that on the 27th it had gone. 

F. R. FINCH. 

ACTIONS OF GREY PHALAROPES IN SOMERSET. 
DURING the gale on September 21st, 1930, I had the oppor
tunity of watching four Grey Phalaropes (Phalaropus fulicarius) 



VOL. XXIV.] NOTES. 167 

tartus) which were feeding on a saltings near Burnham. They 
wtfre extraordinarily tame and would allow me and three 
dogs to approach within three yards. They were feeding 
greedily in the small, muddy pools, and at frequent intervals 
they would sit down for a few seconds in the mud and continue 
feeding while sitting. The high wind may have accounted 
for this, as on the 25th I watched three of these birds in the 
same place and they never sat down while feeding. Their 
walk was.' rather ungainly, with feet rather wide apart, more 
like a duck's walk. When approached too close they uttered 
a high-pitched but soft " chip ", but otherwise were silent. 
I saw the last of the party on September 28th. E. G. HOLT. 

SANDWICH TERNS IN ESSEX. 
IN A History of the Birds of Essex, Mr. W. E. Glegg states 
that the Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. sandvicensis) " is now 
recorded only on very rare occasions while on migration ", 
and the only dated record since 1876 is of one seen at Harwich 
on April 24th, 1927. It is therefore worth recording that 
on August 31st, 1530, when with other members of the 
London Natural History Society, a flock of at least 200 
Sandwich Terns was seen on Mucking Flats. They were 
chiefly congregated on and about a few lumps and posts 
protruding from the mud. Several flew from down-river to 
the flock, a few feeding, plunging into the shallow water; 
the others alighted among the resting birds. 

L. PARMENTER. 
H . A . LlTTLEJOHN. 

LAND-RAIL'S ACTIONS WHEN CALLING. 
DURING the latter half of May, 1929, at Pooley Bridge, 
Westmorland, I had a good opportunity of watching a 
Land-Rail (Crex crex) " creaking ". There were about five 
pairs within a radius of a quarter of a mile from the hotel 
where I was staying. I located a pair in a meadow of short 
grass and spent many hours watching them. Upon hearing 
the creaking I would fix my glasses en the spot from which 
the sound came, and could see the b.'rd with its head and 
neck stretched above the grass, its beait wide open and held 
at an angle of about 45 degrees. It appeared to keep its beak 
open all the time and moved its head slowly from side to side; 
then it would leave off creaking and slowly submerge. After 
an interval of about five minutes it would again raise its head 
above the grass either in the same place or a little further 
off and repeat the performance. N. TRACY. 
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MOORHENS KILLING HOUSE-MARTIN. 
I WAS recently watching a pair of Moorhens (Gallinula ch. 
chloropus) which had a nest containing eggs and a brood of 
half-grown young on a pond at Tadworth, Surrey. 

Greatly to my astonishment, both the adult Moorhens made 
a savage attack upon a House-Martin (Delichon u. urbica) 
which was one of a party of four engaged in collecting mud 
a t the side of the pond. 

The male Moorhen, after feeding the female at the nest, 
immediately swam to the edge of the pond, and seizing one 
of the Martins with its bill, shook it violently before dropping 
it into the water and delivering a number of sharp blows 
with the beak. The female then joined in the attack, but 
by this time the Martin appeared to be almost lifeless, and 
after striking a few more blows the aggressors swam away. 
A minute or two later the unfortunate victim commenced to 
struggle feebly, when both Moorhens at once resumed the 
attack. 

I hurried to the spot in the hope of rescuing the Martin 
but it appeared to have been trampled under the deep mud, 
as I could discover no trace of it. 

I should mention that the pond is a very small one, and 
as the Moorhens were the only birds nesting there, it would 
appear that the question of territorial rights is the only 
possible explanation of such extraordinary behaviour. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

YOUNG CUCKOO FED BY WREN.—Mr. T. G. Powell writes 
that on July 19th, 1930, in Staverton Park, east Suffolk, he 
-watched a Wren {Troglodytes t. troglodytes) feeding an almost 
fully-grown young Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus). This is some 
evidence that the Cuckoo was reared by the Wren, but as 
"birds other than the real foster-parents frequently feed young 
Cuckoos, the evidence is not conclusive. 

GLOSSY IBIS IN HAMPSHIRE.—Mr. F. W. Frohawk states 
{Field, 27. ix. 1930, p. 444) that a specimen of Plegadis 

falcinellus was shot in the Christchurch marshes on October 
26th, 1929. Mr. Frohawk gives a drawing of the specimen 
which was lent to him by Mr. D. C. Johnstone, the present 
owner of it. 
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