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A Bird Watcher's Note Book. By J. W. Seigne. Illustrated. (Philip 
Allan.) 12s. 6d. net. 

A CONSIDERABLE part of this book is devoted to Woodcock and Snipe, 
which the author has made a special point of studying on his own 
property and elsewhere in Ireland. Although Major Seigne often treats 
his subjects in a somewhat superficial way, many of his first-hand 
observations on these and other birds are well worth the attention of 
ornithologists, while a chapter on " Vermin and the Sportsman " by 
Major Maurice Portal will be of interest to game preservers as well as 
naturalists. 

In discussing the movements of Woodcock and Snipe and their 
apparent disappearance from breeding quarters during August and 
September, Major Seigne gives some evidence to show that these birds 
may be scattered locally a t this time in unusual haunts. A number 
of results of ringing Woodcock are discussed, but the author does not 
appear to have seen Dr. Landsborough Thomson's very full paper on 
this subject (Brit. Birds, Vol. XXII I . ) . Major Seigne considers from 
observation of nesting birds tha t the Irish breeding Woodcock is of a 
richer chestnut with more distinct mottling than the migrant, which 
is grey with less distinct mottlings. Extremes of these two types are 
well figured by Mr. P. Rickman in a coloured frontispiece. 

In this connexion I might mention that I have two specimens which 
had been ringed as nestlings in Ireland and both these are distinctly of 
a grey type. But further enquiry into this point is worth while, as 
most skins in collections are winter birds which may have been 
migrants. 

On page 20 the author states that in 1928 there were " literally 
thousands of Woodcock drowned off the Lowestoft-Yarmouth area. 
. . . . One fishing-boat alone picked up 470 and sent them to the 
London markets." We have seen this statement before in various 
forms, but have been unable to verify it and we hope that Major Seigne 
will give us the proof. 

As a result of much watching of Snipe when " drumming " the 
author appears to think that part of the sound is due to the rapid 
quivering of the wing-tips in the downward dive. 

On page 100 the author states tha t he hears from a friend in Kerry 
that he found both the Hen-Harrier and Montagu's Harrier nesting 
this spring, a statement which has little value since no evidence is 
given to confirm it. We believe that Montagu's Harrier has not yet 
been proved to breed in Ireland, though it has been suspected of doing 
so. Another loose statement is that the Buzzard is " almost ext inct" . 
Does this mean that it still breeds in Ireland and if so will the author 
produce the evidence. Again, we read that Short-eared Owls " seem 
to be becoming increasingly common as a breeding-species on many 
moors in Ireland "—an astounding statement to make without giving 
a shred of evidence, since there is so far as we are aware no proof that 
the bird has ever bred in Ireland. 

Major Seigne writes pleasantly and his book is well worth reading, but 
we have quoted enough to show that many of his statements require 
verification. H. F . W. 
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Dream Island. A Record of the Simple Life. By R. M. Lockley. 
Illustrated. (Witherby.) 8s. 6d. net. 

F E W people are lucky enough to realize their boyhood's dream ; Mr. 
Lockley is a fortunate exception. This book, in which he tells the 
tale, is full of thrills, both for the sailor and for the bird-lover. I t is a 
straightforward story of adventure and hard work. For the sometimes 
kind, and sometimes cruel sea, the writer has a great love. The 
account of how he rebuilt his ruined house, and the strenuous life he 
lives amongst his lobster pots, rabbits, goats and sheep on Skokholm 
is absorbing. His love of birds runs through the book like the recur
ring phrase in a Thrush's song. No one else has studied in such detail 
the habits of the Manx Shearwater, many thousands of which nest on 
" Dream " Island. The illustrations by Mrs. Lockley are full of 
spiri t ; and again, Mr. Lockley is lucky in finding a wife who enjoys 
the hardships and perils of the Island life. E. L. TURNER. 

Rambles in Britain's Birdland. By Oliver G. Pike. (Jenkins.) 
Illustrated. 7s. 6d. net. 

I N this book Mr. Pike gives interesting accounts of his observations in 
widely separated parts of the British Islands. First place and the 
longest chapter is devoted to his share as photographer in Mr. E. 
Chance's notable studies of the Cuckoo. Mr. Pike pays special atten
tion to what he saw and photographed at the various times he was a t 
close quarters with the Cuckoo dur.ng egg deposition, and his accounts 
and action-photographs are very interest.ng, but we think it is a pity 
that he and others should be dogmatic on the invariability of a habit 
of the Cuckoo or any other bird. The more intensively are birds 
studied the more certain does it appear that habits are not invariable. 
Moreover, to be dogmatic is to be unscientific. 

Further interesting chapters, all of them illustrated, are on the 
Black-necked Grebes in Hertfordshire, of which it will be remembered 
Mr. Pike secured a wonderful series of photographs (see Brit. B., 
Vol. XIII . ) , Fulmars at St. Kilda, Buzzards and Ravens in Wales, Divers 
in Scotland, and the Kentish Plover. In a chapter on birds of prey the 
author mentions two cases he has known of two hen Sparrow-hawks 
using the same nest. In one of these cases Mr. Pike states that one 
of the hens having killed the other and eaten part of the corpse, even
tually hatched the joint clutch of eggs and reared the large family. 
In the other case there were eight eggs in the nest and a keeper trapped 
both females. 

Mr. Pike's book contains a number of interesting observations, 
though we may criticize as misleading some of his assertions given as 
proved facts, which seem to us mere assumptions, as, for instance, 
that a Cuckoo when it reaches maturity will lay in the nest of the 
species in which it was reared and that Buzzards mate for life. 

The photographs are excellent, but we think the superimposing of 
other photographs on the main one in the plates has been overdone, 
and often spoils the picture unnecessarily, though in some cases this 
plan has its advantages. H.F.W. 

Selraggina e Caccie in Italia. (Report by Drs. G. Bonelli and E. 
Moltoni.) 4to. pp. xiv., 182. Milano, 1929. 

I N the autumn of 1927 a Committee was formed to enquire into the 
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present condition of game and bird-life generally in Italy, thus con
tinuing the work inaugurated by the late Prof. Giglioli. A question
naire was issued to every province and the present report contains the 
gist of the returns, which naturally vary considerably in value. Space 
will not permit us to deal fully with these reports, but we note that the 
lists of diminishing species are usually much longer than those which 
show an increase. The Quail is noted as decreasing in most of them, 
while the Red-legged and Grey Partridges and the House-Martin also 
figure prominently in the same lists. We should like to draw special 
attention to the returns for twenty-nine years past for two bird-
catching properties in Savona, worked not simultaneously but consecu
tively. The lowest return for any one year {1918) was 1,348, and the 
highest was in 1927, when 4,004 birds were taken, nearly all dming 
the autumn migration. In Calabria, Dr. Alessio reports that about 
2,000 Starlings were brought into the town of Molochio daily between 
October 20th and March 20th. 

The Report is a straightforward statement of facts and it is at least 
satisfactory to note tha t several reports strongly urge alterations in 
the game laws with a view to the protection of those species which 
breed in the country. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 
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