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INCUBATION AND REARING OF YOUNG BY 
WOOD-PIGEON. 

BY 

LT.-COL. B. H. RYVES. 

WITH reference to previous notes on the subject (Vol. XXII., 
pp. 205, 208 and 332) the following further details may be of 
interest. 

On the morning of September 6th, 1930, after two hours' 
work, a pair of Wood-Pigeons (Columba p. palumbus) com
pleted the construction of their nest, built on top of the old 
one, in which two young had been successfully reared during 
the previous June. The nest was in full view from a window 
of my house. 

The male was the sole selector and carrier of material to 
the hen on the nest, and she was the sole constructor. In the 
case of both nests, numerous dead needles of the Pinus 
insignis were taken as lining. Only one needle at a time 
was carried and was held at the base with the leaves lying 
on each side of the bird's neck, the tips pointing towards 
his tail. 

On the same afternoon (the 6th) the first egg was laid, 
but I did not record the date on which the second was 
deposited. 

From then, throughout the periods of incubation and 
brooding the nestlings, the nest was never vacant except for 
the minute or less occupied in one bird relieving the other. 
The hen undertook the night work, the male brooding for 
considerably the greater part of the day. 

On the occasions that I watched the nest through the whole 
of the day-time, the hen was relieved by the male about 
10 to 11 a.m. The latter then brooded steadily till the hen 
took on again some time in the afternoon, after which there 
was no further relief. 

I could identify one bird from the other by the male's 
broader neck patches and greater size, readily distinguishable 
when the two birds were seen close together during the nest-
building and reliefs. I had noted these differences previously, 
when they mated. The distinctions were perhaps hardly 
sufficient to make identification with absolute certainty 
when one bird was seen entirely alone, though I reckoned 
that, even then, I could recognize one from the other. 

On September 23rd—seventeen days after the first egg 
had been laid—one egg was hatched. I cannot definitely 
say when the other egg was hatched, but I feel fairly certain 
that this occurred on the 24th, for on the 25th I observed 
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that two nestlings were being fed, and neither of them gave 
me the impression of being a very recently hatched bird. 

According to H. Saunders, two to three days elapse before 
the second egg is laid. Of the several nests with young that 
I have closely watched I have not been able to detect any 
,such difference in size and development of the chicks as 
would indicate any considerable disparity in their ages. 
These observations have led me to the belief that the Wood-
Pigeon must be at least capable of laying on consecutive 
days. 

On October 4th full-brooding ceased, the chicks being 
left for an hour. The glasses showed me no apparent 
difference in their size or development. From the 5th to 
8th inclusive the intervals between brooding steadily 
increased until, on the 9th, day-brooding entirely ceased. 
On the n t h night-brooding also ceased. 

On October 15th one youngster quitted the nest and 
perched on a branch a few feet distant, but returned for the 
night. On the 16th both perched outside the nest, and, 
from then onwards, spent the day on and out of the nest. 
On the 20th they roosted for the first time out of the nest. 
, When food was brought the parent invariably flew direct 
to the nest, to which the youngsters fluttered from wherever 
they happened to be perched. 

On the 27th, for the first time, they were fed on a branch 
about 12 feet away. Beyond flapping of the wings the 
feeding took place in complete silence. 

On the 28th, in the morning, they were fed on the same 
branch again. About 2 p.m. I saw them suddenly take 
wing and fly with extraordinary strength and speed to a 
distant wood. This full " adult-flight" seemed surprising 
an view of the fact that, except for occasional short jumps 
and flutters, they had never before used their wings. The 
eldest fledgling was 35 days old when the two birds thus 
quitted the nest-tree in full flight. 

During the last three days of their stay I heard them, 
soon after it became light, utter very low and soft cooing 
notes. The parents roosted nowhere in the vicinity of the 
nest. 

On the 29th the two fledged birds returned to the nest-tree 
and remained until and including the 31st. On November 1st 
they had gone and I did not see them again. 
• It may be worth mentioning that, during incubation, the 
relieved bird departed, on several occasions, with a sharp 
wing-clap, but I never heard the " clap " when there were 
young in the nest. 


