
NOTES 
INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF 

BRITISH BIRDS. 

THE following cases during 1930 are for West Sussex :— 

GREENFINCH 

(CMoris ch. Moris) 
GOLDFINCH 

(Carduelis c. britannica) 
WILLOW-WARBLER 

(Phyttoscopus t. trochilus) 
SEDGE-WARBLER 

(A crocephalus schoenobanus) 
NIGHTINGALE 

(Luscinia m. megarhyncha) 
MOORHEN 

(Gattinula ch. chloropus) 

Incubation-
period 

in days. 

13 

1 3 * 

12* 

12* 

20 

All periods are calculated from th« 
egg was laid to the date of hatching 

Fledging. 
period 

in days. 

—-

14-15 

I 3 - H 

— 

11-12 

Remarks. 

5 eggs : 2 young 
reared. 

5 eggs : all young 
reared. 

7 eggs : 2 young 
reared. 

5 e g g s : n o n e 
reared. 

5 eggs : all reared. 

6 eggs : all young 
reared. 

: day on which the last 
of last egg. 

In those cases marked with an asterisk hatching took place 
on two days. RAYMOND CARLYON-BRITTON. 

The following data were obtained 
Middlesex and north-west 

GREENFINCH 
(Chloris ch. chloris) 

do. 

do. 

BULLFINCH 
(Pyrrhula p. nesa) 

CHAFFINCH 
(Fringilla 0. Calebs) 

do. 

do. 

do. 

REED-BUNTING 
. {Emberiza s. schamiclus) 

Surrey. 
Incubation-

period 
in days. 

*4 

I durin. 

Fledging. 
period 

in days. 

I l f 

— Between 

_— 

13 

— 

13 

12 

12 

— 

14-15 
days. 

I 2 f 

12 

14 

13 

— 

14 

13 

g 1930 in west 

Remarks. 

4 e g g s : a l l 
young reared. 

5 eggs: 3 young 
reared. 

5 eggs : 5 young 
reared. 

5 eggs: 4 young 
reared. 

4 eggs : all young 
reared. 

4 eggs : all young 
reared. 

5 eggs : all young 
reared. 

5 eggs: 3 young 
reared. 

5 eggs: 4 young 
reared. 
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RED-BACKED SHRIKE 

(Lanius c. collurio) 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER 
(Muscicapa s. striata) 

WHITETHROAT 
{Sylvia c. communis) 

MISTLE-THRUSH 
(Turdus v. viscivorus) 

SONG-THRUSH (T. ph. clarkei) 

d o . 

BLACKBIRD (T. m. merula) 

d o . 

d o . 

d o . 

d o . 

STONECHAT 
(Saxicola t. hibernans) 

ROBIN 
(Erithacus r. melophilus) 

HEDGE-SPARROW 
(Prunella m. occidentalis) 

d o . 

d o . 

d o . 

W R E N 

(Troglodytes t. troglodytes) 

[ncubation-
period 
in days. 
Between 
14 and 
15 days. 

12 

12 

! 4 

— 

— 

13 

13 

12 

Between 
12 and 13 

days. 

— 

— 
12 

Between 
12 and 13 

days. 
— 

— 

14 

Fledging-
period 

in days. 
— 

13 

— 
Between 

14-15 
days. 

14 

14 

Between 
12-13 
days. 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Between 
11 and 

12 days. 
14 

13 

Between 
12-13 
days. 

Between 
12-13 
days. 

12 

i 7 t 

219 

Remarks. 

5 eggs = 4 young 
reared. 

5 eggs : 4 young 
reared. 

5 e g g s : a l l 
hatched. 

4 eggs : 3 young 
reared. 

4 eggs : all young 
reared. 

4 eggs : all young 
reared. 

4 eggs : all young 
reared. 

3 e g g s : a l l 
hatched. 

4 e g g s : a l l 
hatched. 

4 e g g s : a l l 
hatched. 

4 eggs : all young 
reared. 

5 eggs : 4 young 
reared. 

5 eggs : 3 young 
reared. 

3 eggs : all young 
reared. 

4 eggs : all young 
reared. 

4 eggs: 2 young 
reared. 

5 eggs : 3 young 
reared. 

5 eggs : 1 young 
reared. 

A nest of Blackbird with six eggs hatched as follows : 
three on May 18th, two on 19th, and one on 20th. 

Where it is stated that hatching or fledging took place 
between two given days, this does not imply that it extended 
over one day, but merely that the event took place between 
the given dates. T. H. HARRISSON. 

W. R. HARRISSON. 

f Young left nest when examined, and might have stayed one or 
more days longer if undisturbed. 
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INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF WREN 
. AND WOOD-WARBLER. 

A NEST of Wood-Warbler (Phylloscopus s. sibilatrix) with 
five eggs contained young on July 6th, though the eggs were 
still unhatched on the afternoon of July 5th. The young 
were fed by both parents. On July 15th, instead of gaping 
for food, the young crouched in fear when approached, 
but were still in the nest on the 16th and had flown by the 
morning of the 17th; fledging-period ten days. 

In the case of a Wren (Troglodytes t. troglodytes) the eggs 
were laid on consecutive days, but there was a pause of one 
day after the fourth egg in a clutch of five. The last egg 
was laid on June 19th; two were hatched on July 3rd and 
all by the 4th. The young flew from the nest when touched 
on July 19th, but one flew less strongly than the others. 
Incubation-period, fourteen days ; fledging-period, sixteen 
days. D. DEWAR. 

IMMIGRATION OF CROSSBILLS IN 1930. 
ALTHOUGH the immigration of Crossbills this year does not 
appear to be in such numbers as to warrant its being recorded 
in detail, the following notes which we have received may 
be added to those already given on pp. 155-6. 

NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM.—Mr. G. W. Temperley has made 
careful enquiries from which it appears tha t there were definitely 
fresh arrivals of Crossbills in small numbers in 1930. At Alnwick 
they were seen September 15th, 25th, October n t h ; in Upper Redes-
dale July 2nd, 29th, August 6th, September 13th, 21st, 29th and 
November 14th ; near Hexham September 6th, October 1s t ; a t 
South Shields July 16th, mid-August and mid-September; in Tees 
Valley, August 1st and 24th. 

YORKSHIRE.—Mr. J. C. S. Ellis is informed of a flock of about 
twenty near Flamborough about July 20th. 

HERTFORDSHIRE.—Miss A. Hibbert-Ware saw a flock of about 
fifteen near Bishop's Stortford on November 26th. 

HAMPSHIRE.—Mr. B. J. Ringrose saw about six in the New Forest 
on December 3rd. 

DISPOSAL- OF ADDLED EGGS BY TITS. 
WITH reference to the various notes on this subject, Vol. 
XXIIL, pp. 94, 95 and 128, and Vol. XXIV., p. 190, I am 
able to give the following experience which appears to be 
another instance of egg removal on the part of the birds. 

One of my nesting logs this year (1930) was occupied by 
a Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni) and on May 8th contained six 
eggs slightly incubated. A further visit was made on May 
10th, when I flushed the sitting bird, which, however, now 
revealed only five eggs. 
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The missing egg, proved later to be addled, I found on the 
ground undamaged and immediately below the nesting log, 
which was placed on a tree at a height of five feet. 

The nest was in a very damp condition as the result of 
bad weather. D. W. MUSSELWHITE. 

HEN-HARRIER IN KENT. 
FROM many sources news has reached me of people seeing 
" Large Hawks" in Kent and especially north-east of 
Maidstone, near and on the North Downs. We know that 
one at least was a Honey-Buzzard shot at Rochester, vide 
antea, page 162. 

On October 9th, 1930, a " Large Hawk" was shot in 
Boxley Parish and sent to me for identification; it was an 
immature male Hen-Harrier {Circus cyaneus) in beautiful 
condition; the stomach contained a complete House-
Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) with beak and legs. Appar
ently Harriers swallow small birds whole and without in any 
way first tearing them in pieces, afterwards ejecting the 
beak and legs. On the same occasion another " Large 
Hawk " was seen, but not identified. JAMES R. HALE. 

OSPREY IN SUSSEX. 
WITH reference to the recent notes on the Osprey, it may be 
of interest to note that during the first week in October, 
1930, a bird of this species was unfortunately shot at Bucknill, 
near Lewes, Sussex. B. T. BROOKER. 

E. M. CAWKELL. 

GOOSANDER IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
ON Saturday evening, December 6th, 1930, while waiting 
for the evening flight of duck near Langley, Slough, I shot 
what I took to be a Mallard from a group of three birds 
which came in to the pond. On picking the bird up, however, 
I found it to be a Goosander (Mergusm. merganser), a young 
male in its first winter plumage ; weight 3 lbs. 6 ozs. Though 
Goosanders are common in winter at Staines and Tring Reser
voirs on the borders of Buckinghamshire there are few 
suitable places for them actually within the county and 
thus not many records. I have presented the specimen to 
the British Museum. G. CARMICHAEL LOW. 

[Six were observed in January and two in March, 1929, 
at the Weston Turville Reservoir by Mr. C. Oldham (Report 
Oxford Orn. Soc. for 1929, p. 36).—EDS.] 



222 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXIV. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE BREEDING IN YORKSHIRE. 
AFTER the publication last month of the exceedingly interest
ing notes on the Black-necked Grebe (Podicepsn.nigricollis) in 
Ireland, contributed by Mr. Stoney and Mr. Humphreys 
and followed by the Editor's supplementary account of its 
status as a breeding species in Great Britain, I feel that it 
ought to be put on record that this bird has attempted to 
establish itself during recent years on a large sheet of water 
in central Yorkshire. The discovery was first made by my 
friend, Mr. C. E. Rhodes, of Stapleton, who informed me 
early in July, 1928, that he had found, that season, several 
nests of a Grebe intermediate in size between the Little 
Grebe and the Great Crested. The exact locality he does 
not wish me to divulge, and it is probably better that it 
should not be generally known. 

The first nest was found on May 25th and contained a 
single fresh egg. A second nest found on May 30th contained 
two fresh eggs and a third nest on June 18th held four eggs, 
probably about half incubated. In no case was the bird 
belonging to the nest seen or identified. Judging by the 
relative size of the eggs only, my friend had come to the 
conclusion that both the Black-necked and Slavonian 
Grebe were represented. The improbability of the latter 
species extending its range so far south renders such a supposi
tion most unlikely, and to my mind it is far safer to assume 
a slight variation from the normal size of Black-necked 
Grebe's eggs unless and until definite proof to the contrary 
can be obtained. 

Being exceedingly anxious to amplify these interesting 
records, I arranged, in spite of the lateness in the season, 
to pay a visit to the locality at once. Accordingly, Mr. 
Rhodes and I visited it together on July 14th, spending some 
four or five hours on the sheet of water searching the sedge 
beds and observing the birds. Observation was rendered 
difficult by exceptionally brilliant sunshine and by the extra
ordinary number of water-fowl, including countless young 
in all stages of growth, which crowded the water in and 
around the edges of the very extensive sedge beds. I saw 
a pair of what I took to be Black-necked Grebes and succeeded 
in getting one of them well in focus in my glasses before they 
disappeared into the sedges on the edge of which they were 
swimming. I got a clear view of the bright yellowish-
chestnut ear-tufts and of the black cheeks and throat, so 
that I had no doubt as to the identification of this bird as a 
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Black-necked Grebe. This was all that we saw of the birds 
themselves. Nearly a quarter of a mile away from the point 
where this bird was identified we found a nest which I am 
confident was a Black-necked Grebe's containing a single 
egg just chipping. Fragments of shell in the nest showed 
that other eggs had already hatched off. This nest was a 
bulky structure attached to floating willow branches on the 
edge of a bed of sedge. It was so placed that the bird could 
approach it unobserved and therefore though we waited and 
watched a considerable time we were unable to get a sight 
of it. I took the exact dimensions of the single egg remaining 
in the nest and append these together with those of the other 
seven eggs above referred to. 

It is quite apparent from a glance at these eggs that they 
are not eggs of the Great Crested or Little Grebe, and the 
fact that they were found in four different nests quite precludes 
the possibility of their being the product of a bird of either 
species laying abnormal eggs. This was the only inter
mediate Grebe's nest we were able to find on the visit in 
question, though, in spite of the late date, we found seven 
nests of the Great Crested Grebe and three of the Little 
Grebe still containing eggs. 

Unfortunately, the bird appears to have failed to have 
established itself. Three subsequent visits to the locality 
on May 15th and June 1st in 1929, and on May 17th, 1930, 
failed to reveal any further trace of them, though on each 
occasion Mr. Rhodes and I made a thorough search. Sixteen 
or seventeen nests of the Great Crested Grebe and one or 
two of the Little Grebe were noted on each visit. 

The measurements in millimetres of the eggs above 
referred to are as follows :— 

May 25th, 1928 45.21X33.02 
May 30th, 1928 43.94x29.72 

44.45x29.97 
June 18th, 1928 4/c 42.67x32.76 

43.18x29.72 
42.42 X 28.96 
42.67x29.72 

July 14th, 1928 45.72x33.02 
ARTHUR WHITAKER. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBES IN HERTFORDSHIRE.—Correction.— 
On page 175 it was stated that Mr. Pike photographed a pair 
in 1920. We are informed by Mr. Pike that this is an error 
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due to a confusion of dates, and that he photographed the 
birds only in 1919. The statement for 1920 should therefore 
read that certainly one pair (and possibly two) were present 
in the summer of 1920, but no young were known to hatch. 

BIRDS IN IRELAND. 
MR. G. R. Humphreys kindly communicates the following 
items of interest which have appeared from time to time in 
The Irish Naturalists' Journal from its commencement in 
1925 to the end of 1930, and of which no notice has hitherto 
appeared in our pages. Those records which we think require 
confirmation have been enclosed within square brackets. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING (Pastor roseus).—One at Inishtrahull 
Lighthouse, September 18th, 1925 (J. S. Barrington, Vol. I., p . 192). 
No record since 1899. 

TREE-SPARROW (Passer m, montanus).—Belnvullet colony appears 
not now to exist (R. F . Ruttledge, "Vol. I I . , p . 31). In 1929 the light-
keeper a t Blackrock, an island nine miles west of the coast of Mayo, 
reported tha t a pair of Tree-Sparrows were breeding there and a young 
bird with wing-feathers partially grown was sent to Mr. Humphreys. 
A colony breeding in the island of Inishtrahull off the north coast of 
Ireland was reported in 1913 (Brit. B., Vol. VII. , p . 38) by Professor 
Patten. (G. R. Humphreys, Vol. I I I . , p . 39). 

W H I T E WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—Adult near Belmullet (Mayo), 
June, 1924 (R. F . Ruttledge, Vol. II . , p . 30). Five or six, Lough 
Neagh (Armagh), April 30th, 1928 (J. A. Bennington, Vol. II . , p . 55). 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius c. collurio).—One killed North Aran 
Lighthouse (Galway), October 3rd, 1927 (J. S. Barrington, Vol. II , , 
p . 175). This, with the one recorded from the Rockabill Light in 
August, 1927 (see Brit. B., Vol. X X L , p . 206), are the fourth and fifth 
Irish records. 

P I E D FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa h. hypoleuca).—Female, Rockabill 
Lighthouse (Dublin) on May 10th, 1928 (G. R. Humphreys, Vol. II . , 
p. 224). Mr. Humphreys states tha t this is the nineteenth definite 
Irish record, not including one said to have been captured at Louis-
burgh (Mayo) on November 23rd, 1921 (Field, 10.xii.1921). The 
following should be added to those mentioned in the Practical Handbook, 
Vol. I., p . 292, and Vol. II . , p. 893 : Old Head, Kinsale (Cork), Inish
trahull (Donegal), and a sixth example from the Tuskar Light 
(Wexford). Most of these nineteen have been taken a t lighthouses, 
fifteen between August 7th and October 9th and only four in spring 
(April 19th to May 10th). 

CHIFFCHAFF (Phylloscopus collybita).—-Two observed in winter each 
year from 1925 to 1928 a t Glengarriff (Cork). Frequently heard 
singing on warm days (J. E. Flynn, Vol. II . , p . 180). 

BARRED WARBLER (Sylvia n. nisoria).—One a t North Aran Light
house (Galway) on October 8th, 1927 (J. S. Barrington, Vol. II . , 
p . 175). This is the fifth Irish record. Only three were mentioned 
in the Practical Handbook (Vol. I., p . 361), bu t Mr. Humphreys points 
out t ha t the late R. M. Barrington had three, not two, from the 
Rockabill Lighthouse, the dates being September 25th, 1896, September 
17th, 1912, and September 1st, 1913 (see Cat. Birds in Barrington 
Coll. in Nat. Mus., Dublin, p . 24). 

10.xii.1921
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GARDEN-WARBLER (Sylvia borin).—One in song on an island in 
Lough Mask (Mayo), May 28th, 1928 (R. F . Ruttledge, Vol. II . , p . 109). 
A very local species in Ireland and not before observed in this locality. 

SWALLOW (Hirundo r. rustica).—Nest with eggs in marine cave, 
Achill (Mayo) (R. F . Rutledge, Vol. II . , p . 31). 

WRYNECK (Jynx t. torquilla).—Male near Ballyhooly (Cork), 
November 14th, 1925 (Rohu & Sons, Vol. I., p . 115). Recorded seven 
times previously in Ireland. This is a very late date. 

SNOWY O W L (Nyctea nyctea).—Female shot Belmullet (Mayo), 
June 15th, 1930. An unusual date (W. J. Williams, Vol. I II . , p . i n ) . 

GREENLAND FALCON (Falco r. candicans).—One shot near Dundalk 
(Louth) early in 1926 and another Greenore (Louth) in September 
(W. H. Workman, Vol. I., p . 175). Two co. Cork, June, 1925, and 
December, 1926 (J. E. Flynn, Vol. II . , p . 202). 

[ H O B B Y (Falco s. subbuteo).—For three years in succession one 
visited Glengarriff (Cork). No proof of breeding or presence of mate. 
Bird not seen 1928 (J. E. Flynn, Vol. II . , p. 224). Only ten previous 
records for Ireland.] 

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (Buteo I. lagopus).—One caught in t rap 
Luggala (Wicklow) early December, 1926 (W. J. Williams, Vol. I., 
p. 176). Eighteen previous occurrences in Ireland recorded. 

NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax n. nycticorax).—Male near Timoleague 
(Cork), May 6th, 1926 (Rohu & Sons, Vol. I., p . 115). Twenty-five 
previous records. 

LITTLE BITTERN (Ixobrychus m. minutus).—One taken by catClona-
kilty Bay (Cork) on April 25th, 1929 (C. B. Moffat, Vol. II . , p . 203). 
Another was shot near Downpatrick (Down) on November 1st, 1929 
(J. A. Sidney Stendall, Vol. I II . , p . 39). About thir ty previous records, 
chiefly from south and east. 

VELVET-SCOTER (Oidemia fusca).—Pair stayed about a month in 
Glengarriff Bay (Cork), February, 1925, and a single bird was seen on 
January 24th, 1930. (J. E. Flynn, Vol. II . , p . 201; Vol. I II . , p . 39). 
Rare winter visitor to Ireland. 

[SURF-SCOTER (0, perspicillata).—One flying close with flock of 
Mergansers in January, 1926, in Glengarriff Bay (Cork), said to be this 
species (J. E. Flynn, Vol. II., p . 201). Evidence given for identifica
tion (viz., by white patches on the head) not sufficient to be certain.] 

GANNET (Sula bassana).—Two pairs found nesting on Great Saltee 
Island (Wexford) in May, 1929 (H. Garnett, Vol. II . , pp. 235-6). 
Previously known to nest in Ireland only a t Bull Rock (Cork) and 
Little Skellig (Kerry). 

FULMAR PETREL (Fulmarus g. glacialis).—Found breeding mainland 
Antrim, opposite Rathlin Island, early July, 1929 (J. A. Bennington, 
Vol. II . , p . 224). Probably five pairs breeding (two chicks seen), 
Giant's Causeway (Antrim), and one pair a t Port Moon, July, 1930 
(A. R. Crawford, Vol. I II . , p . i n ) . Single bird seen Great Saltee 
Island (Wexford), May, 1929 (H. Garnett, Vol. II . , pp. 235-6), bu t 
nesting not proved. First found breeding in Ireland in 1911, has 
now colonized a number of places on the north and west coasts and 
was recorded as nesting on Rathlin Island in 1921, while in 1930 it was 
proved to be breeding on the Great Saltee Island (antea, p 195). 

TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia t. turtur).—One near Dingle Bay (Kerry), 
June, 1928 (J. E. Flynn, Vol. II . , p . 201). One Saltee Island (Wexford) 
May, 1929 (H. L. Garnett, Vol. II . , pp. 235-6). 
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GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus).—Single birds near Glengarriff 
(Cork), September, 1927 and 1928 (J. E. Flynn, Vol. II . , p . 201). 

AVOCET (Recurvirostra avosetta).—In 1928 in south of Ireland had 
" two p a i r s " under observation, on one occasion within 20 yards 
(J. Mackay, Vol. II . , p . 160). I t is unfortunately not stated in what 
month the birds were seen, nor how long they stayed. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa).—Two killed Hook Tower 
Lighthouse (Wexford), July 16th, 1926 (J. S. Barrington, Vol. II . , 
p . 50). " Large n u m b e r " in summer dress stayed several days on 
south shore, Lough Neagh (Armagh) end April, 1928 (J. A. Benning
ton, Vol. II., p. 91). 

BLACK TERN (CMidonias niger).—Two seen Lough Mask (Galway), 
June 19th, 1927 (T. Gray, Vol. I., p. 275). 

ROSEATE TERN (Sterna dougallii).—A pair identified amongst a 
colony of thir ty pairs of Arctic Terns in north-west Mayo in June, 
1924. Just possible there was a second pair. Had not started to 
nest (R. F. Ruttledge, Vol. II . , p. 31). Not previously known from 
west Ireland. 

GLAUCOUS GULL (Larus hyperboreus).—One shot North Aran 
(Galway), December 27th, 1927. Also reported Blackrock (Mayo). 
(J. S. Barrington, Vol. II . , p . 176). 

GOLDEN ORIOLE BREEDING IN SURREY.—We are informed 
that a pair of Golden Orioles (Oriolus o, oriolus) nested in 
1930 in Surrey and reared a brood of four, which left the nest 
safely. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN SOMERSET.—Mr. H. Tetley informs us 
that an example of Phalaropus fulicarius was found between 
Ilchester and Langport under telegraph wires on September 
20th, 1930. This was the time of a heavy gale. The bird 
has now been added to the Bristol Museum collection. 

LATE LITTLE TERN IN SKYE.—Mr. A. MacRae informs us 
that he identified a Little Tern [Sterna albifrons) which was 
busy diving near Dunvegan on October 15th, 1930. 

LITTLE AUK INLAND IN KENT.—The Rev. J. R. Hale 
informs us that on November 13th, 1930, a Little Auk (Alle 
alle) was picked up in Boxley. When found the bird was 
alive, but' died before being brought to Mr. Hale, who states 
that it proved to be a male and the stomach was empty, 
but the bird was uninjured. Mr. Hale adds that there was 
no special rough weather in the district from November 10th 
to 13th to account for the bird being so far inland. 
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