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OBSERVATIONS AT SEWAGE FARMS AND 
RESERVOIRS, 1930. 

AUTUMN PASSAGE ON A CHESHIRE SEWAGE FARM. 
B Y T. A. COWARD. 

FROM July until December, 1930, I visited the Altrincham 
sewage farm every few days, and Mr. A. W. Boyd paid 
frequent visits, so that we were able to compare notes. 
From the middle of July onwards, Dunlins, Ringed Plovers 
and Redshanks were present in varying numbers, as were 
Lapwings, Snipe and Black-headed Gulls. Occasionally 
Lesser Black-backed, Herring- and Common Gulls passed. 
Migration reached its height in the third and fourth weeks 
of August; on August 22nd the largest number of individuals 
and greatest variety of species was noted. Ringed Plovers 
(Charadrius hiaticula) were most numerous between August 
20th and 27th; on different days we counted from thirty to 
forty-four birds. Redshanks (Tringa totanus) often numbered 
from sixty to a hundred, and early in December there was a 
marked movement; on December 6th Mr. Boyd estimated 
their strength as between 130 and 150. Snipe (Capella 
gallinago) were very variable in number, sometimes very 
numerous and on other days hardly any were visible ; I saw 
but a single Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes minimus), a bird which 
I nearly trod upon on October 3rd. Common Sandpipers 
(Tringa hypoleucos), too, were unusually scarce. 

Two Curlew-Sandpipers (Calidris testacea) appeared on 
July 31st and remained at any rate until August 5th, and 
on August 22nd a party of ten were on one tank. Others 
were present on September 10th and 27th, six on the later 
date. Ruffs and Reeves (Pkilomachus pugnax) and Green-
shanks (Tringa nebularia) began to appear in the third week 
of August, and though never more than three or four together 
were present throughout that month and September, I 
did not see either species in October, but a single Reeve was 
about from November 2nd to the 9th. On August 17th 
and 22nd Mr. Boyd saw a Spotted Redshank (Tringa ery-
thropus), but though I was there on the 16th and on the 22nd 
I failed to find it amongst the numerous Common Redshanks. 

On September 27th Mr. Boyd saw a Grey Plover (Squatarola 
squatarola), a bird I have seen on the farm only in winter. 
A feature of the season was the occurrence at intervals of 
flocks of Golden Plover (Charadrius apricarius), birds which, 
though regular visitors to fields in the neighbourhood, seldom 
feed on the tanks. 

Throughout the whole season there was hardly a day when 
no white-rumped Sandpipers were disturbed. As a rule 
these were feeding in one or two favoured spots, either close 
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to the turf banks which bound the tanks or in one corner 
which is sheltered by trees. Most of these birds, always 
nervous, got up before we had time to get a good view or too 
far away to hear their calls; probably most were Green 
Sandpipers (Tringa ochropus), but amongst those that we 
saw well or heard distinctly were more Wood-Sandpipers 
(T. glareola) than I have ever known to visit the farm in 
former years. Four on July 31st and August 2nd I thought 
were Woods, but four on August 9th were Greens. On the 
12th, however, twelve birds were on the tanks, and of these 
two were undoubtedly Woods and two Greens ; the remaining 
eight went away too soon. On the 22nd Mr. Boyd and I 
were on the farm at different times; he saw seven Greens 
and three Woods, but I saw only two Greens and one Wood, 
but on the following day, again at different hours, we each 
counted five Greens and two Woods. After September 3rd, 
when I saw two Wood-Sandpipers, Greens were usually 
present until November 31st, but I saw no birds that suggested 
the smaller species. 

Black Terns (Chlidonias niger), though they visit the neigh
bouring meres with regularity, seldom appear on the farm, 
but this autumn the passage was large. The first bird was 
there on August 2nd, on the same day that I saw one on 
Rostherne Mere, four miles to the south. On August 19th 
eight, in various plumages, some still very black about the 
head, were over the tanks ; on the 20th seven were counted, 
but on the 22nd seventeen were beating to and fro over 
one tank. The reduction in numbers was rapid—five only 
visible on the 23rd, four on the 24th, three on the 26th and 
one alone on the 27th. On the 22nd and 23rd many of these 
birds rested on the sludge, head to wind, for many minutes 
at a time. A single young bird was present on October n t h , 
but none was noticed during September. 

Ducks often visit the tanks, Teal (Anas crecca) being the 
most numerous during daylight; Mallard (A. platyrhyncha), 
sometimes in large numbers flight from the meres, where 
they spend the day, to seek food on the sludge, but it is 
seldom that more than one or two are put up during the 
day. On several days Shovelers (Spatula clypeata) were 
present; on September 27th Mr. Boyd saw a Pintail Duck 
(Anas acuta), and on October, 3rd I put up three Pochards 
(Nyroca ferina). 

On the morning of November 2nd, 1930, Mr. A. W. Boyd 
saw a Bewick's Swan (Cygnus b. bewickii) arrive at the 
Altrincham sewage farm and alight on a tank near two 
Mute Swans which were seeking food in the sludge. I went 
down in the afternoon, but the Mutes were alone. On the 
3rd Mr. T. Baddeley and I first visited the farm and found 
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that the Mutes had departed, then went on to Rostherne 
and Tatton Meres. On the latter mere, where there were a 
number of Mute Swans as usual, we saw four Swans at the 
far end, swimming apart from the Mutes, and found that 
they were three adult and one immature Bewick's Swans. 
The patch at the base of the bill varied in shade : in two of 
the birds it was lemon-yellow, but distinctly more orange 
in the other old bird. The young bird, drabbish-grey in 
general plumage, had the base of the bill white, the proximal 
portion slightly fleshy, and the distal part, which is black in 
the mature bird, was mottled pink and black. They seemed 
to be tired, for though nervous when we walked along the 
bank they drew off as far as the width of the mere allowed, 
and putting their heads and necks on their backs all went 
to sleep. 

NOTES FROM STAFFORDSHIRE RESERVOIRS. 
B Y A. W. BOYD. 

THE following observations were made at the most westerly 
of the large Staffordshire reservoirs and at Gailey Pool during 
the twelve months ending in September, 1930. Except 
where it is definitely stated, all records refer to the former 
reservoir. 

BEWICK'S SWAN (Cygnus b. bewickii).—I saw two on each 
visit from December 8th, 1929, to February 15th, 1930. 
They occurred in two previous years—1923 and 1925 (antea, 
Vol. XVII., p. 140, and Vol. XIX., p. 234). 

DUCK, as usual, were present in large numbers, though 
perhaps not quite so plentiful as in some winters. 

GAD WALL (Anas strepera).—Seen annually from 1923 to 
1928 were absent for the second consecutive year. 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula).—It was interesting to see 
this species again in August for the third consecutive year 
(cf. antea, Vol. XXIII., p. 237). On August 9th there were 
two, one of which we saw especially clearly in flight and on 
the water. Again, on August 24th, I watched one flying with 
two Shovelers, duck with which it seems they are wont to 
associate. 

TEAL (Anas c. crecca).-—At their maximum—several 
hundred—in December and January, but only a few score 
left in February ; and though a few were present throughout 
the summer, by September 23rd not more than twenty or 
thirty had returned. 

WIGEON (Anas penelope).—Until the second week of 
February they numbered some 500, but they had fallen to 
200 or 250 by the end of March, and on April 13th only 
fifteen to twenty were left. 

PINTAIL (Anas a. acuta).—Occurred twice only : three— 
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one an adult drake—on February 15th, and an adult drake, 
which had become slightly mottled on the side of the neck, 
on June 16th. The latter is, of course, a most unusual date, 
but the bird flew strongly enough and showed no sign of 
having been wounded and delayed beyond its time ; I 
certainly did not see it during visits in March and April. 

SHOVELER (Spatula clypeata).—Far scarcer than normally 
though seen in small numbers in June, August and September 
as well as in the earlier months of the year. 

POCHARD (Nyroca f. ferina).—Also less plentiful than usual, 
though present on the reservoirs on the occasion of every 
visit throughout the year; 166 at Gailey Pool on December 
8th were the largest group seen. 

TUFTED DUCK (Nyroca fuligula).—Never exceeded 100 on 
either reservoir. On August 9th there were forty or fifty 
adults and at least three broods of youngsters. 

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala c. clangula).-—Distinctly less plenti
ful than before ; at no time were more than nine or ten seen 
(March 29th) and the latest were three on April 13th. In 
the group of nine or ten, two drakes, an old bird and a younger 
one, displayed a little by swinging back their heads, but a far 
better display by a solitary adult drake was seen on the same 
day (March 29th) at Gailey. The display was the usual 
violent swing back of the head over the tail, accompanied on 
each occasion by a kick out behind and a splash—bringing 
its orange-coloured legs out of the water. There was no 
other Goldeneye on the water, so that the display cannot 
have been intended as an attraction to the female, nor as 
an act of rivalry to another male. The bird passed two 
Tufted Ducks, but paid no attention to them and did not 
stay near them. 

GOOSANDER (Mergus m. merganser).-—Seen on five days 
only. Mr. E. Cohen saw ten at Gailey on February 9th, six 
of which were drakes ; on February 15th I saw five there. 
The last in the spring were one or two on March 29th. 

SMEW (Mergus albellus).—Mr. E. Cohen saw an adult drake 
at Gailey on February 9th. 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax c. carbo).-—On August 24th I 
watched one struggling with an eel and later saw it rise and 
fly right away. It is strange that I have never seen a 
Cormorant there before. 

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER (Colymbus immer).—On December 
8th, 1929, I watched one at close quarters on Gailey Pool 
and it was still there on December 28th. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE (Podiceps c. cristatus).—Always 
plentiful throughout the year—more than fifteen on January 
4th. One was sitting on a nest in the lake at Stretton as 
early as April 13th. 
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BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus).—Seem tu be 
rather more regular in appearance than they were a few 
years ago and from thirty to forty were to be seen on each 
visit from December to mid-April. 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus f. grmUsii).—! saw 
two passing at Stretton on March 29th. 

KITTIWAKE (Rissa t. tridactyla).—My wife and I watched 
an adult bird for a long time on March 29th. Unlike storm-
driven birds I have seen inland before, it seemed to be perfectly 
strong on the wing and spent most of its time flying up and 
down over the reservoir with the easy flight they display 
over the ocean. 

This is the first Kittiwake I have seen during numerous 
visits to Staffordshire reservoirs since 1922, though I have al
ways examined critically every Gull that has appeared. Mr. 
F. Coburn, in the Transactions of the N. Staffs, Field Club, 
Vol. XLIV. (1909-1910), among other records, notes that 
" this pretty Gull must be regarded as a common and regular 
visitor " (cf. British Birds, Vol. IV., p. i n ) . It is clear 
either that Mr. Coburn was generalizing from a particular 
case or that the Kittiwake ceased to pay its accustomed 
visits to Staffordshire between 1910 and 1922. 

TERN (Sterna sp.).—On September 23rd there were six 
white Terns—Common or Arctic—in winter plumage fly-
catching over the water. 

BIRDS AT SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE SEWAGE FARMS. 
B Y F , FINCHER. 

THE following notes on the scarcer species that I have found 
during 1930 mainly at the Walsall and West Bromwich sewage 
farms in south Staffordshire may be of interest. Both these 
farms lie very close to each other, but on opposite sides of the 
upper course of the river Tame and a large railway junction. 

WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—Two at Walsall 
sewage farm on August 17th at the same place as previously 
reported on May 1st. 

NIGHTINGALE (Luscinia m. megarhyncha).—One at Walsall 
sewage farm on August 10th was the first I have seen in 
Staffordshire. 

RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius h. hiaticula).—Two on August 
21st and one on September 21st at West Bromwich sewage 
farm. 

GOLDEN PLOVER (C. apricarius),—One flying over Walsall 
sewage farm on September 7th and another was seen on 
November 9th amongst a large flock of Lapwings a little 
further down the Tame valley. 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina).—One seen at West Bromwich 
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sewage farm on August 21st and several on September 14th. 
PURPLE SANDPIPER (C. m. maritima).—Four or five at least 

(possibly more, but some Snipe flew up with them) were seen 
at Walsall sewage farm on October 2nd. One turned back 
and pitched within six yards of me and I was able to observe 
and note down its characteristics, including small white 
marks round the eye, its dark bill with orange base and its 
dull orange legs. 

COMMON SANDPIPER (Tringa hypoleucos).—Four at West 
Bromwich sewage farm on August 4th and the call was again 
heard there on August 14th. 

GREEN SANDPIPER (T. ochropus).—One at a pool near 
Tipton on May 12th, one at another pool near Tipton on 
July 31st, three at a pool close to the West Bromwich sewage 
farm on August 10th, and four on Wolverhampton sewage 
farm on August 24th. 

COMMON REDSHANK (T. iotanus).—Six on March 23rd at 
Walsall sewage farm, and from then up till October 16th I 
found some nearly every time I visited the spot, especially 
during May. I think one pair at least remained to nest. 

BAR-TAILED GOD WIT {Limosa I. lapponica).—Two at Wrest 
Bromwich sewage farm on September 14th. They were still 
in the chestnut plumage. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (L. I. limosa).—One at West 
Bromwich sewage farm on September 14th. One of the 
Bar-tailed Godwits frequently walked quite close to this 
bird and thus gave me a good chance to judge the superior 
size and length of leg of the Black-tailed Godwit. Among 
other characters I noted the white upper tail-coverts and 
the black end of the tail, while in flight a light band showed 
across the flight-feathers. Mr. Masefield tells me this is the 
second record for Staffordshire and the third bird observed 
in the county. 

CURLEW (Numenius a, arquaia).—Three over West Brom
wich sewage farm on October 5th and one flying round quite 
low over Walsall sewage farm on October 16th. 

MIGRATION AT CAMBRIDGE, AUTUMN, 1930. 
B Y DAVID L. LACK. 

THE following general notes on migration at Cambridge this 
autumn emerge from the almost daily observations of members 
of the Cambridge Bird Club at the Sewage Farm during the 
period. 

A flock of Lapwing (Vanettus vanellus) appeared on May 
31st, numbering sixty by June 5th. A party of Redshank 
{Tringa totanus) arrived on June 8th, totalling seventeen on 
June 13th and over forty on July 8th, after which they 
decreased. In the Practical Handbook the former species is 
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said to begin to leave its breeding haunts in July and the 
latter to commence its autumn passage in mid-July. How
ever, the markedly earlier dates obtained at Cambridge this 
year were also obtained for both species at Scolt Head, 
Norfolk, by Miss E. L. Turner in 1924 and 1925 (Bird Watching 
on Scolt Head, p. 67). 

By July 8th a few Dunlin (Calidris alpina), Common 
Sandpiper (T. hypoleucos) and Green Sandpiper (T. ochropus) 
had already arrived. The first Ringed Plover (Charadrius 
hiaticula) came on July 10th, there being eight on July 24th 
and over twenty on August 10th. The Practical Handbook 
states that the last species commences its autumn passage in 
mid-August, a month later than the first birds arrived in 
Cambridge, but it must be noted that until August 3rd the 
passage was mainly of non-breeding birds. Counts of those 
present on six days between July 10th and August 2nd gave 
only six birds in breeding-plumage out of twenty-three 
counted (the first came on July 20th). Most, if not all, those 
birds not in breeding-plumage were presumably non-breeding 
(some, perhaps, young of the year). From August 3rd adults 
preponderated. Seven counts between then and August 14th 
gave 119 birds in breeding-plumage out of 145 counted, 
indicating that most of the adults migrate before the young. 

As information on the list point seems to be incomplete 
for most waders the following may be of interest. In 
Dunlin, birds in breeding-plumage exceeded in numbers those 
not in breeding-plumage from July 8th until at least August 
10th. Counts on six days between July 15th and 29th gave 
171 birds in breeding-plumage out of 202 counted. In the 
following, all seen prior to August 17th were in breeding-
plumage : two Golden Plover (Ck. apricarius), four Turnstone 
(Arenaria interpres), one Sanderling (Crocethia alba) and 
six Curlew-Sandpiper (Calidris testacea). In all these species 
the first birds to arrive, excluding a few non-breeding birds, 
seem to be adults, preceding the bulk of the young which 
come in September. 

In the Black-headed Gull (Larus ridibundus) the sequence 
appears to be similar. In mid-June there were about forty 
non-breeding birds (most probably in their first summer), in 
mid-July a flock of one hundred and fifty, almost all of which 
were adults, then a period with few birds, and then in the 
second week of August a flock of about five hundred, almost 
all young of the year. 

The direction taken by the migrants in spring (antea, 
Vol. XXIV., p. 148) was confirmed by observations in the 
autumn. Hirundines, Waders, Terns, Gulls and a Cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax carbo) were all found to leave, or fly straight 
over, between south and west, but the precise direction 
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varied considerably between these limits. At Tring, which 
is south-west of Cambridge, Mr. C. Oldham records migrants 
taking the same course (several instances in Trans. Herts. 
Nat. Hist. Soc., Vol. XVIII., part 4, and other numbers). 
It seems probable that Cambridge receives many of those 
waders and some other birds which pass west along the 
Norfolk coast in autumn and have so far only been traced 
to the Wash, which lies nearly north-east of Cambridge. In 
connexion with this, it is perhaps worth noting that on 
October 19th Mr. C. W. Benson and I witnessed a large 
arrival of Rock-Pipits (Anthus s. petrosus) off the sea at 
Scolt Head,. Norfolk, and the next day there were six at the 
Sewage Farm. 

On August 16th, a hot day, Ringed Plover, both adults 
and young, were repeatedly chasing each other along the 
ground and uttering the courtship note. As in spring, 
waders were at times seen during the day in an excited state, 
and these subsequently resumed migration. There was 
another form of excited display peculiar to the late evening. 
One individual would repeat the normal note insistently and 
forcibly, another would take it up and the excitement would 
spread generally, reach a climax and die down. Such a 
display perhaps precedes migration, but no evidence was 
obtained for this, and the calling was quite different from the 
hoarse, almost hysterical variation of the normal note uttered 
by birds preparatory to migrating during the day. 

During the autumn twenty-three species of wader were 
seen at the Sewage Farm. On August 12th alone there were 
fourteen. Specially noteworthy is the occurrence of another 
Temminck's Stint (Calidris temminckii) from August 2nd to 
6th, seen by Mrs. Brindley, Miss E. L. Turner, myself and 
others. So far as I know, this species has not been recorded 
inland in England for sixty years, save for the spring record 
at Cambridge this year. 

The other species seen have all been recorded not infre
quently from other sewage farms and reservoirs, but a Purple 
Sandpiper (C. maritima) occurred by a dyke on a fen four 
miles from Cambridge on November 23rd and 24th. There 
was an influx of Dunlin about a week later, and perhaps both 
these arrivals should be considered as cold weather move
ments and not true autumn migration, although Cambridge 
itself experienced no marked weather changes at these times. 
In any case they are yet further examples of the frequency 
with which typically coastal waders take an inland route. 
There appear to be very few records of the Purple Sandpiper 
being observed inland in England, and the above is the first 
for Cambridgeshire. 
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