
îOTES 
LATE WHEATEAR IN DURHAM. 

ON November 27th, 1930, we saw a Wheatear (CEnanthe 
cenanthe) at Sadberge, co. Durham. This is such an excep
tionally late date that it seems worthy of special record, 

M. G. ROBINSON. 
W. E. ALMOND. 

NORTHERN GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN 
DURHAM. 

O N January 2nd, 1931, a Great Spotted Woodpecker was 
brought to me in the flesh which appeared to be slightly 
larger than usual, and upon taking the bill and wing measure
ments I found that this bird was of the Northern form 
(Dryobates major major). It was shot at Winlaton Mill, 
co. Durham, on January 1st, 1931. The sex was not deter
mined owing to shot wounds, but the plumage was that of 
an adult female. The specimen has been submitted to Mr. 
Witherby, who confirms the identification. S. E. COOK. 
RINGED BIRDS IN PELLETS AND NESTS OF OWLS 

AND HAWKS. 
LITTLE OWL. 

THE examination of Little Owls' (Athene n. vidalii) nests has 
shown the value of bird-ringing for reasons other than the 
original desire to trace migration and distribution. 

The contents of three nests at Frandley, near Great Bud-
worth, Cheshire, were as follows :— 

(i.) May 21st, 1929.—In a nesting-box containing two eggs 
was a freshly killed Yellowhammer (Emberiza c. 
citrinella) lacking head and neck and bearing ring 
H.3878, which I had put on an adult near by on 
January 22nd, 1929. 

(ii.) June 21st, 1930.—In a hollow oak-bough containing 
young were bones of frog and vole, jaw of field-vole, 
elytra and other remains of the beetles Geotrupes 
stercorarius L. and Geotrupes spiniger Marsh, and also the 
living beetle, Trox scaber L., an insect often found in 
nests in hollow trees; the flea Ceratophyllus gallince 
Schrank was also present. Only a small part of the 
contents of this nest could be examined. 
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(iii.) July 19th, 1930. This nest was built on the top 
of an old Starling's nest of the previous year in a 
nesting-box and was completely removed for examina
tion. 

It contained many feathers and remains of birds, 
and rings from the following :— 

Tree-Sparrow (Passer m. montanus).—F9053 ringed 
on May 20th, 1928. 

Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella m. occidentalis).—D3225 
ringed on October 6th, 1925. 

Song-Thrush (Turdus philomelus).—W5433 ringed 
on December 18th, 1927. These three birds were all 
ringed within a few hundred yards. The following 
insects were found :— 

The beetle Barynotus mcereus Fab. and other beetles ; 
the common Tineid moth, Borkhausenia pseudospre-
tella Staint, which doubtless had bred in the nest; 
and the flea Ceratophyllus fringillce Walk. 

Two snails Cochlicopa lubrica and Pyramidula 
rotundata were probably associated with the old 
Starling's nest. 

Mr. H. Britten, of the Manchester Museum, most kindly 
helped to examine the nests, and named the contents. 

A. W. BOYD. 

A Song-Thrush (Turdus ph. clarkei) ringed Z8280 by L. E. 
Taylor just before leaving the nest in May, 1924, at Pyrford, 
Surrey, was found in April, 1925, in the nesting-hole of a 
Little Owl in the next field to that in which it was ringed. 

E. P. LEACH. 

TAWNY OWL. 

Among the contents of a number of castings of the Tawny 
Owl (Strix a. sylvatica) picked up at Frandley, nr. Great 
Budworth, Cheshire, on March 30th and April 3rd, 1930, was 
a ring, H4046, which I had put on a Robin (Erithacus r. 
melophilus) on March 8th, 1929, a few hundred yards away. 

Mr. B. J. Marples, who kindly examined the pellets for 
me, found also in them the remains of three long-tailed 
field-mice, three short-tailed field-mice, two young rabbits, 
four shrews of some species, five common frogs and two 
beetles (Geotrupes sp.). A. W. BOYD. 

A Starling (Sturnus v. vulgaris), ringed 14902 as adult by 
N. H. Joy in October, 1911, was found freshly killed in a 
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Tawny Owl's larder at Bradfield, Berks., in May, 1912, at 
the same place where it was ringed. 

Another Starling, ringed 19205 as a nestling by N. 
F. Ticehurst in May, 1912, at Tenterden, Kent, was 
found in the same place in May, 1913, in a Tawny Owl's nest, 
fresh and partly eaten. 

A Song-Thrush (Turdus ph. clarkei) ringed Y5972 as a 
nestling by R. H. Brown in April, 1925, at Nether Welton, 
Cumberland, was evidently eaten by a Tawny Owl, the ring 
being found in the nest-hole, where the Owl was sitting on 
two eggs, on April 2nd, 1926. This nest was examined on 
March 22nd and the ring was not then present, which points 
to the Thrush having been full-grown when killed. 

A second Song-Thrush, marked Y5969 by the same ringer 
at the same place, was also destroyed by the Owl, the ring 
being found on April 30th, 1926, in the nesting-hole. 

The ring, Z8121, from a Song-Thrush marked as a nestling 
by C. F. Archibald at Ulverston, Cumberland in June, 1925, 
was found at the same place later in the year in the casting 
of a Tawny Owl. 

PEREGRINE FALCON. 

A three-year-old Song-Thrush, ringed Z5187 by H. J. 
Moon as a nestling at Ullswater in May, 1924, was killed by 
a Peregrine (Falco p. peregrinus) near the same place. 

The leg of a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula) with ring W6394 
was found in a Falcon's eyrie in Cumberland, in addition 
to thirty-two Pigeon rings. The bird had been marked by 
H. J. Moon at Ullswater in April, 1927, and the recovery 
was made in June of the following year. 

A Curlew (Numenius a. arquata), marked as a nestling with 
ring 75011, near Dalston, Cumberland, by R. H. Brown in 
June, 1924, was killed by a Peregrine in January, 1925, 
in Wigtownshire, Scotland. 

KESTREL. 

A fresh casting from a Kestrel (Falco t. tinnunculus), found 
at Strathblane in April, 1924, contained the ring 58836 which 
was put on a Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus) at Glenorchard, 
Stirlingshire, in June, 1923, by J. Downie. 

SPARROW-HAWK. 

A Song-Thrush, ringed 7077 in June, 1910, as a nestling 
by A. G. Leigh at Hampton-in-Arden, Warwickshire, fell 
from a Sparrow-Hawk (Accipiter n. nisus) which a keeper 
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shot at. This Thrush was a three-year-old bird, still in the 
same place. 

Another Song-Thrush, ringed 3292 as young in May, 1922, 
by J. Bartholomew, was killed three years later in the same 
place in Stirlingshire, by a Sparrow-Hawk. 

The ring, V.2547, a n d remains of an adult Blackbird 
marked by A. P. Meiklejohn in Norfolk in July, 1928, were 
found a few days later in a Sparrow-Hawk's nest near where 
it was ringed. 

A nestling Lapwing, ringed HN.9 in Stirlingshire by 
R. Dingwall in June, 1918, was reported the following year 
as having been killed by a Sparrow-Hawk in the same place. 

A Lapwing, ringed R.8592 by E. Cohen near Bonar Bridge 
in June, 1930, was torn to pieces by two Sparrow-Hawks at 
the same place in the following September. 

In a number of other cases ringed birds (4 Starlings, 
1 Chaffinch, 1 Greenfinch, 3 Song-Thrushes, 1 Blackbird, 
3 Lapwings and 1 Redshank) have been reported as having 
been killed by " hawks " of which the species is not recorded. 

E. P. LEACH. 

INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING-PERIODS OF BARN-
OWL. 

PARTICULARS were given in Vol. XXIIL, pp. 274-5, 
regarding the fledging-period of a brood of Barn-Owls (Tyto 
a. alba). A pair of Barn-Owls (perhaps the same pair) again 
nested amongst the hay in an end mewstead of a barn in 
Cumberland during 1930. Five eggs were laid and hatched 
but only three young reared. The eggs were laid on alternate 
days and incubation began with the first egg. This was laid 
on April 10th, and the fifth egg on the 18th. Two nestlings 
hatched on May 14th, a third on the 16th, a fourth on the 
19th, and the fifth on the 21st. If the eggs hatched in the order 
in which they were laid, then the incubation-period was 
thirty-two to thirty-four days. 

The three surviving young left the hay and had moved on 
to the wall plate by July 6th, and were judged to be in juvenile 
plumage on the 17th, but made no attempts at flight when 
handled. Five more visits were paid to the young, but it 
was not until August 8th that they flew about the barn. 
The fledging-period was therefore eighty-one to eighty-six 
days. R. H. BROWN. 
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SHORT-EARED OWLS BREEDING IN HAMPSHIRE. 
IN 1928 I noted that at least two pairs of Short-eared Owls 
(Asio f. flammeus) bred on the Laverstoke Park Estate (antea, 
Vol. XXII., p. 263). These birds have now apparently 
established themselves in the Whitchurch-Micheldever area. 
In 1930 there were seven nests in one three-year-old larch 
plantation. When shooting there in September I saw nineteen 
birds, in November eleven, while in December I counted 
fourteen sitting on the sunny bank of an old chalk pit dell. 

In May there were the remains of four Partridges at one 
nest which contained four young Owls. Later this nest had 
only two Owls and the beaks and legs of the other two, from 
which it would seem that the stronger had eaten the weaker. 
This confirms a similar observation made in 1928. M. PORTAL. 

OSPREYS IN YORKSHIRE. 
WITH reference to the immigration of Ospreys {Pandion h. 
halicetus) we desire to put on record that two were seen at 
Low Row, Swaledale, Yorks., on October 2nd, 1930. One 
of these was unfortunately shot by a person ignorant of the 
bird's identity. It proved to be an immature bird and 
was examined by one of us. M. G. ROBINSON. 

W. E. ALMOND. 

BLACK-THROATED DIVER IN ESSEX. 
ON December 29th, 1930, I saw on the Racecourse Reservoir 
at Walthamstow a bird which I identified as a Black-throated 
Diver (Colymbus ardicus). On several occasions during the 
preceding fortnight I had had the opportunity at Staines of 
comparing at short ranges and in an excellent light a Great 
Northern and a Black-throated Diver swimming close 
together. Thus I had the differences of the con'ormation 
and size of the head and bill well defined in my mind when I 
saw the bird at Walthamstow. Two or three days after
wards, on January 1st, the identification was confirmed by 
Mr. W. E. Glegg. F. R. FINCH. 

SPOTTED REDSHANK IN PERTHSHIRE. 
IN the beginning of September, 1930, two Redshanks were 
observed at Invergowrie Bay ; one of these was shot on the 
4th and obtained by the Perth Museum. I suspected it to 
be a Spotted Redshank (Tringa erythropus) and this was 
confirmed by Mr. Witherby. Unfortunately, the gonads 
were not sufficiently in evidence, even with a microscopic 
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examination, to reveal whether the bird was a male or female. 
In dissecting the various organs, two specimens of the nema
tode parasite Acuaria obvelata were found in the oesophagus. 

JOHN RITCHIE. 

UNUSUAL NUMBER OF BLACK TERNS IN CHESHIRE. 
ON August 21st, 1930, I counted twenty-three Black Terns 
(Chlidonias n. niger) hawking over Marbury Mere, near 
Northwich, Cheshire. They seemed to show every variety 
of plumage : some in full plumage, others mottled, and others 
almost white. 

I saw none touch the water, and, as is usual, they fed flying 
up into the wind, turning and flying back rapidly with the 
wind when they had come to the end of their beat. 

There evidently was a large migration of this species 
passing at the time, as will be seen from Mr. T. A. Coward's 
notes recorded elsewhere. 

The number is unusually large for Cheshire. Once before 
a flock of twenty to twenty-five was seen—by Mr. E. A. 
Eason and Mr. N. Abbott. This was at Redesmere on 
April 18th, 1914, as recorded in British Birds, Vol. VII., 
p. 348. A. W. BOYD. 

THE LITTLE GULL ON THE YORKSHIRE COAST. 
ALTHOUGH there are many records of the Little Gull (Larus 
minutus) occurring at irregular intervals on the Yorkshire 
coast, especially about Bridlington Bay, up to the time of the 
publication of Nelson's Birds of Yorkshire in 1907, the 
published records since appear to be very meagre. Until a 
few years ago it was seldom recorded in the Whitby district 
and was considered one of our most uncommon and irregular 
visitants. Probably some of its visits escaped notice, as 
close attention to the matter during more recent years has 
shown that it is now an annual visitor. As the visits 
of the birds usually extend over several weeks, those interested 
are afforded many opportunities for the collection of data. 
I give below some extracts from the large quantity of notes 
obtained whilst the birds were with us. 

1923.—An immature bird frequented the outer harbour 
from July 30th until August 16th. 

1924.—An adult was kept under close observation from 
July 30th until October 12th. When first noticed it appeared 
to be in almost full summer plumage. By August 2nd the 
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white on the forehead was beginning to show, and this had 
extended considerably by the middle of that month, and 
by the end it had apparently quite assumed winter garb. 

1925.—On August 8th we observed an adult near the pier 
extensions which already displayed a considerable amount 
of white on the forehead. This gradually increased until 
September 14th, by which date the winter plumage seemed 
to be completed. This bird was seen almost daily until 
November 1st, after which we did not see it again. 

1926.-—An adult, which appeared to be in full summer 
plumage, was seen in the outer harbour on August 5th. No 
further observations of the bird were obtained. 

1927.—We had a visit this year again on August 5th of an 
adult which showed no signs of winter plumage. By the 
25th it was putting off summer dress and by September 13th 
we considered it had fairly got into winter dress. This bird 
remained with us until the close of October. 

1928.-—An adult bird in summer plumage was observed on 
August 5th and it frequented the harbour until October 30th. 
On August 12th the white on the forehead was in evidence and 
it seemed to have attained full winter plumage by the end of 
that month. It was frequently observed in September and 
a few times m October. 

1929.—We looked in vain this year for the Little Gull at 
the time it usually turned up, but saw nothing of it until 
December 29th, when—after several days of very wild 
weather—an adult and an immature bird were seen on the 
wing in the outer harbour ; and on the last day of the year 
two young birds and an adult were flying about the inner 
harbour. One of the immature birds was seen almost daily 
until January n t h , 1930. 

1931.—Once again the bird failed to appear in July or 
August, but on September 24th an adult was seen with a 
small flock of Sandwich Terns (Sterna s. sandvicensis) on the 
beach about three miles north of Whitby. So far as could 
be seen it appeared to be about half advanced towards 
winter plumage. 

Usually on arrival the birds were wild and unsettled and 
kept almost continually on the wing ; later they became 
tamer and spent much time on the sea. They associated 
with the Black-headed Gulls (L. r. ridibundus) and at low 
tide reposed on the mud-banks of the inner harbour with 
them. They also soon acquired the habit of picking up the 
tit-bits which fell from the lines of anglers fishing from the 
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pier extensions. The call resembled that of the Common 
Tern. F. SNOWDON. 

IVORY-GULL IN SUSSEX. 
AMONG a crowd of Herring-Gulls and Black-headed Gulls at 
the mouth of the Rother, near Rye, on January 6th, 1931,1 
identified a single Ivory-Gull (Pagophila eburnea). The bird, 
an adult, was especially conspicuous among its companions 
by reason of its pure white mantle. Its very dark legs and 
greenish-black bill were also noticed. R. P. WILLIAMS. 

GREAT SKUA IN MIDDLESEX. 
AT Staines reservoirs on February 14th, 1931, I saw through 
my telescope a distant bird which resembled a Great Skua 
(Stercorarius s. skua). It was resting on the south reservoir 
about half a mile away, facing me, with the sun behind it. 
It was, therefore, impossible to do more than guess its iden
tity. But it soon began to wash itself, and occasionally 
raised its wings, showing the characteristic white band at 
the base of its primaries. Further corroborative evidence 
was unexpectedly supplied by Mr. W. A. Wright and Mr. 
B. T. Ward, both of Chingford, who were paying their first 
visit to the reservoirs and were unacquainted with Skuas. 
They told me that, shortly before my arrival, a large brown 
bird, which " did not fly quite like a Gull," had flown past 
them ; and the details which they gave me of its appearance 
formed a very accurate description of the Great Skua. Mr. 
J. P. Hardiman then came upon the scene and had a distant 
view of the bird, which by this time had drifted in the strong 
north wind almost to the south bank of the water, about 
1,100 yards from us. While we were having our lunch in a 
sheltered spot the bird left the south water, and we found 
it afterwards on the north reservoir, about 600 yards away. 
It was mobbed for a few moments by some Black-headed 
Gulls and raised itself in the water, flapping its wings, 
showing the white patch on their under-surfaces very clearly 
in the sunlight. 

We waited as long as we could for the bird to come nearer, 
but without success. 

On the next day, Sunday, February 15th, I was unable 
to go to Staines, but am informed that the Skua was then 
very much in evidence, flying close to many observers and 
giving them an excellent view. 

It was seen on this day by Messrs. L. M. Emberson, F. R. 
Finch, W. E. Glegg, D. Gunn, J. P. Hardiman, Dr. T. G. 
Longstaff and Mr. W. L. Sclater. 
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Mr. Gunn tells me that he visited the reservoirs again on 
February 16th and 18th, when the bird was still present and 
astonishingly tame, coming within twenty yards of him. 

To-day, February 22nd, Dr. G. C. Low, Mr. F. R. Finch 
and I had a splendid view of it while it was devouring the 
remains of a Coot about 120 yards from us at the edge of the 
south reservoir. We had to thank Miss D. Hordern for 
calling our attention to the bird. 

I believe this to be the first record of the occurrence of the 
Great Skua in Middlesex. A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

AT Staines on February 14th, 1931, my wife drew my atten
tion to what she described as a " large black Gull." It flew 
over quite alone from the north to the south reservoir. 
Turning the glasses on to this bird, I had a very clear view 
of what I identified as a Great Skua (Stercorarius skua). It 
flew into a flock of Herring-Gulls (adults and immature), 
arrested its flight, and then flew on alone in a southerly 
direction. 

I saw this bird again on the following afternoon. It was 
quite alone and I had a very good view of it in full sunlight. 

I am fairly familiar with the Great, Arctic and Pomatorhine 
Skuas and the size of this bird (as large as a Herring-Gull), 
its general brown colour with brownish-yellow nape and 
dark upper-parts, combined with the whitish bases of the 
wing-quills, conspicuous in flight and when the bird was at 
rest on the water, were clearly diagnostic of the Great Skua. 

E. C. ROWBEERY. 

CORNCRAKE CALLING ON THE WING. 
ON a night in May, 1926, about 11 p.m. (summer time, but 
quite dark) as I was listening for Corncrakes (Crex c. crex), 
which were scarcer than usual in Northumberland in that 
year, I was surprised to hear the familiar sound directly 
above my head ! I should judge the bird to have been flying 
at a height of about 150-200 feet above the ground. He 
continued to call for some seconds while flying. I t would be 
interesting to know if any readers have had similar experiences 
of the Corncrake calling while actually on the wing. 

D. E. GREEN. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SOUTHERN GUILLEMOT. 
IN BRITISH BIRDS, Vol. XIX., p. 274, I gave some notes on 
the distribution in Great Britain of the two forms of the 
Guillemot (Una a. aalge and U. a. albionis) and explained that 
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on the east coast breeding birds from St. Abb's Head, Berwick
shire, and the Isle of May, Firth of Forth, although somewhat 
intermediate were more like U. a. aalge. At that time I 
had not examined breeding birds from the Fame Islands, but 
have now been able to do so and these are clearly referable 
to the Southern form (U. a. albionis). On the west side the 
Southern form extends as far north as Ailsa Craig, which 
is only a little south of the Fame Islands. H. F. WITHERBY 

NOTICE TO RINGERS.—The list of sizes of rings and the 
instructions on the schedule have been revised and will be 
sent to ringers when rings are supplied. Ringers are particu
larly requested to read carefully the revised instructions and 
list of sizes. Special attention is drawn to revised instruc
tions Nos. 3,5 and io and also to the request to write the 
ring numbers and letters very clearly, as careless writing has 
led to great trouble and makes correct filing of the cards 
(and therefore finding when reported) very difficult. No. 3 
ring in future will be made slightly larger, as this is considered 
better for the larger birds included in size 3. 

The list of nestlings not to be ringed is now as follows: 
House-Sparrow, Goldcrest, Tits, Sky-Lark, Willow-Warbler, 
Whitethroat, Spotted Flycatcher, Wren, Sand-Martin, Black-
headed Gull. It has been considered advisable not to restrict 
the ringing of Tree-Pipits, as scarcely enough of this species 
have been ringed for a fair test. No Pheasant, Partridge 
or Grouse is to be ringed, young or old, otherwise no restric
tion is made in ringing adults or trapped birds, but the ringing 
of House-Sparrows, unless for some special enquiry, is not 
likely to be of value. 

In the list of birds ringed in my last Annual Report (antea, 
p. 241) I regret to have omitted Mr. J. A. G. Barnes (114), 
and the name of Mr. B. T. Brooker should have been included 
as having been responsible jointly with Mr. E. F. Wood for 
the total of 315 given under the latter's name.—H.F.W. 

RECOVERY OF MARKED BIRDS.—Corrections.— Swallow 
No. S.3887 (antea, p. 185) and Gannet No. 103861 (antea, 
p. 188) are both errors due to a confusion of numbers and 
must be deleted. Puffin No. AD.162 (antea, p. 217) was 
ringed as an adult, not young, as stated. 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE IN INNER LONDON.—Dr. G. Car-
michael Low stated at the December meeting of the British 
Ornithologists' Club that he (December 7th, 1930) and Mr. 
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A. H. Macpherson (December 6th) had seen all the five species 
of British Grebes in one day ; a Black-necked Grebe (Podiceps 
nigricollis) on the Long Water, Kensington Gardens, and the 
others at Staines Reservoir (Bull. B.O.C., Vol. LI., 1930, 
PP- 43-4) •• 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN SUSSEX IN WINTER.'—Mr. E. L. 
King writes that on December 28th, 1930, he twice put up 
a Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus), probably the same 
bird, from the marshes by the River Adur near Old Shoreham. 

HYBRID RED GROUSE AND BLACK GROUSE.—Dr. Percy R. 
Lowe exhibited at the December meeting of the British 
Ornithologists' Club a female specimen of Lagopus scoticus x 
Tetrao tetrix, shot near Simonestone Hall, Yorkshire, on 
October 14th, 1930. In his description (see Bull, B.O.C., 
Vol. LI., pp. 42-3) Dr. Lowe points out that the bird had some 
characters of the Grouse and some of the Grey hen, but that 
these were in no sense intermediate. 
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