
MOTES 
RED-BACKED SHRIKE IN CORK. 

AN immature Red-backed Shrike (Lanius c. collurio) was 
killed striking the lantern at the Fastnet Rock, co. Cork, at 
3.30 a.m. on August 30th, 1930 ; the wind at the time was 
light, from N.E. The specimen was sent to me in the flesh 
by Mr. P. J. O'Connor. This is the sixth Irish record, five 
of which are from light-stations, two of these being from the 
Fastnet. G. R. HUMPHREYS. 
POSSIBLE COURTSHIP FLIGHT OF LONG-TAILED 

TIT. 
IN the spring of 1930 I was fortunate enough to witness what 
seemed to me to be a sort of love flight of a pair of Long-tailed 
Tits {Mgithalos c. roseus). It took place amongst some lichen^ 
covered thorn bushes in the New Forest. 

The two birds kept flying round and round, in and out of 
the thorns ; the one following every twist and turn of the 
other. It was, however, no mere chase of one excited bird 
after another; the flight was slow, fluttering and almost 
moth-like and seemed more like a quiet little game of follow-
my-leader. Another feature was the silence of the whole 
thing, the only sound was an occasional fluttering of a wing 
against a twig. 

After a few minutes they danced off further into the wood 
and I lost sight of them. PETER L. DAY. 

BLACKCAP WINTERING IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
IT may be worth recording that a Blackcap (Sylvia a. atri-
capilla) has been continuously haunting my garden at Allesley 
throughout the late autumn and the winter of 1930. I had 
frequently heard the call-note of a Sylvia about my shrub
beries and those of my neighbour's garden, but had been 
unable to get a proper sight of the bird till February 13th and 
27th, 1931. The bird is a female, and on the two dates 
mentioned I got a view, in good light, of the chestnut cap. 

H. W. MAPLETON-BREE. 

SWALLOW BREEDING ON FOULA, SHETLANDS. 
A FEW instances of the breeding of the Swallow (Hirundo r. 
rustica) in the Shetlands are on record (cf. Vert, Fauna of the 
Shetland Isles, p. 85 ; Brit. Birds, Vol. VIII., p. 200, etc.). 
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On July 6th, 1924, I saw a nest built on a beam in a stone 
outbuilding on Foula and the birds were hawking about the 
place. I did not examine the nest, which probably contained 
young birds. J. BISHOP. 

NIGHTJAR IN SHETLANDS. 
IN the Vert, Fauna of the Shetland Isles (1899) a few records 
of the Nightjar (Caprimulgus e. europceus) are given, chiefly 
from Unst, and Misses Baxter and Rintoul in Geographical 
Distribution and Status of Birds in Scotland (1928) class it as 
an " Occasional visitor to the Shetlands." 

During a visit to Foula in 19241 heard a Nightj ar ' ' churring'' 
on the nights of July 5th and 6th on the high hillside, and was 
told by the inhabitants that it had been heard and seen there 
for at least two years previously. 

The Landrail (Crex crex) occurs annually at the south end 
of the island and I heard one calling on several occasions from 
a patch of oats and rank vegetation, where it was probably 
breeding. It was present in this district both in July, 1924, 
and also in June, 1925, and 1926. J. BISHOP. 

BEWICK'S SWAN IN ESSEX. 
HEARING from Mr. H. A. Littlejohn that a wild Swan had 
been seen on the lake in Wanstead Park, I went to Wanstead 
on March 3rd, 1931, and found that the bird was a Bewick's 
Swan (Cygnus bewickii). 

It was with a number of Mute Swans on the pool beneath 
the sandhills at the east end of Wanstead Flats. The bill 
patches were yellow and the bird was mature. It allowed 
observation at close range, 20 yards or less. Mr. W. E. 
Glegg joined me later in the day. On the following day, 
when the bird was seen by Mr. F. R. Finch, Dr. G. Carmichael 
Low, and Mr. A. Holte Macpherson, it had become very tame 
and allowed observation at a distance of a few feet. 

Mr. Littlejohn informs me that the bird was first noticed 
by Mr. B. Causton on the Flats pool on February 5th and 
that it was at first rather wild. It is said to have come with 
five other Swans (probably Mutes) from the direction of 
Epping Forest. 

On February 21st the bird visited the Perch pond in 
Wanstead Park, but it returned to the Flats pond on the 
same day. On March 9th it left the neighbourhood, but 
was again seen on the Flats pond on March 17th, and at the 
time of writing (21st) it is still there. J. P. HARDEMAN. 
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IMMATURE GOLDENEYE DRAKES IN MIDDLESEX 
THROUGHOUT SUMMER, 1929. 

IN the spring of 1929 the main body of the Goldeneye 
(Bucephala c. clanguld) at the • Stanwell Reservoir seemed to 
linger rather later than usual, not moving off before the 
third week of April. On the 17th there were many, with a 
sprinkling of old drakes ; by the 28th I could find no more 
than four, all told. After that I saw none and decided that 
they had all moved north. 

But on May 19th, when of course I was not thinking of 
Goldeneye, I noticed a stiff-tailed duck diving in the south 
reservoir. It showed as hardly more than a silhouette, for it 
was working in a blazing sun-path, but I was sure that it 
had a brownish back and some white about the front half of 
its face. I thought it might possibly be a female Common 
Scoter, till it flapped its wings, showed white secondaries, 
and I knew it for a Goldeneye. 

On May 29th, I got a good view of two immature Goldeneye 
drakes in company and noted that they had dark brown 
(not black) heads with white face-spots, sides mottled grey and 
whitish, and dull yellow eyes. They kept apart from the other 
waterfowl and were readily distinguished from one another, as 
one had a marked notch in the outline of his occiput. 

By July 28th they had become very sombre in colour and 
had lost their face-spots; their sides, so far as I could see, 
were uniformly coloured and without any white. I noted 
that the colour scheme reminded me of that of a Grey Lag-
Goose. 

On August n t h I saw them both together. On August 
18th I noted, " the swimming bird shows no white anywhere 
except an inconstant spot or two on the wings ; even the 
centre of the breast is not white but yellowish-grey. The 
sides are faintly mottled with a small pattern. The upper 
parts are brown—browner than they would be in the adult 
female. Head very dark brown with no trace of a face 
patch. Tail is thin and ragged." I timed eight consecutive 
dives of one bird that day and found that all except the 
eighth were over forty seconds. 

I saw a single bird on August 25th, September 3rd and 
October 9th; this last I accepted as one of the laggards, 
his behaviour and position on the reservoir supporting this 
view, but after that I knew the fresh autumn arrivals were 
due and I made no further note till I saw the first old drake 
in full breeding dress on October 20th, 
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As these two birds were not always visible at Stanwell 
and retained their powers of flight, one may assume that 
they visited the other reservoirs on the west side of London. 
In support of this there were reports of " female " Goldeneye 
seen at Putney and other places throughout that summer. 
Their presence was also important in that it vitiated the 
dates given by some observers for the autumn arrival of 
the Goldeneye (September 3rd was one such that is open to 
doubt). 

As I do not know of any cases of the Goldeneye remaining 
in the south of England in the summer months, the above 
appears to be worthy of putting on record. DONALD GUNN. 

RED-BREASTED MERGANSER IN MIDDLESEX. 
As we were leaving Staines Reservoirs in the afternoon of 
February 19th, 1931, we noticed a Merganser (Mergus serrator). 
It was a red-headed bird, either female or immature male, 
and was quite alone within 100 yards of us. The water was 
dead calm and the light good, and we were able to watch it 
from two points and note its dark upper-parts, which, with 
its slimmer shape and more mottled upper-breast, made it 
very distinct from the Goosanders, of which there were a 
number in another part of the water. 

Mr. W. E. Glegg, in his List of the Birds of Middlesex 
(London Naturalist, 1929, p. 25), gives only three occurrences 
of this species since 1866. H. F. WITHERBY. 

E. P. LEACH. 

SHAG IN MIDDLESEX. 
ON February 18th, 1931, at the Stanwell Reservoir near 
Staines, I saw a Shag (Phalacrocorax graculus). It was 
washing vigorously, and when that was finished it rose and 
flew to the northern tower, where it perched and did its 
toilet; after which it fished round the base of the tower till 
I went away. It was quite indifferent to my presence, so I 
was able to walk to within thirty yards and watch it through 
my telescope at my leisure. 

My identification rests upon the following points. It was 
obviously too small and too lightly built to be a Cormorant. 
The feathers on the front half of its crown stood well above 
those of the back half. It had no trace of mane, filiform 
head plumes, thigh patches, or white cheeks other than some 
dull speckling. It always dived by leaping clear of the 
surface and plunging, like a Coot. 



342 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXIV. 

I judged it to be an immature bird as I could see no green 
shade anywhere in its plumage. Seen from behind it was, 
broadly, a mixture of dark and light browns ; below it was 
irregularly washed with dirty cream or stone-coloured 
yellowish whites, the most solid area of colour being the 
thighs and flanks, which were dark chocolate-brown. The 
only pure white was the chin. Bill greenish-grey, yellower 
at the gape. Iris dull and dark, but in some lights I thought 
I saw a shade of dusty blue. 

The only other Shag I have seen on fresh water was one 
which spent the winter of 1926 at Oxford, diving in the pool 
just above Folly Bridge. That bird was in all respects 
similar to the one I am now reporting. I am told that there 
are very few records of the Shag having been seen in the 
county of Middlesex, so I send this note. DONALD GUNN. 

[We have also heard from Mr. E. L. King that he saw a 
bird, which he identified as a Shag, flying low over the 
Staines Reservoir on February 18th.—EDS.] 

THE BLACK-NECKED GREBE IN SOUTH WALES. 

THE important and interesting discovery of a large breeding 
colony of Black-necked Grebes (Podiceps n. nigricollis) in 
west-central Ireland recorded recently (antea, p. 170) imme
diately revives the question that has always exercised our 
minds as to where the birds seen in South Wales from autumn 
to spring really come from. We had in the past assumed 
that they were either visitors from the Continent, or possibly 
from the small colony in North Wales, but it would now 
appear quite possible that they may come from Ireland. 

The history of the species in South Wales, as far as we 
can trace it, is as follows. 

Apart from a statement in Mathews' Birds of Pembrokeshire, 
1894, that several had been secured on the Pembroke river 
by Mr. Tracy—this would be about 1850 to 1865—the first 
definitely recorded specimen was shot on Llangorse Lake, 
Brecknockshire, on August 28th, 1912. The next record was 
not made until nine years later, when we recorded the first 
Glamorgan specimen on October 29th, 1921, and since then 
the following have been observed in that county :— 

Two February-April and one September, 1922 ... 3 
One January and two December, 1923 3 
Two February-March and one December, 1924, to 

January, 1925 ... 3 
One February and five December, 1926 6 
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Four September-November and two December, 1927 6 
One February-April, 1928 1 
One July-August and three December, 1929 ... 4 
One October and one December, 1930 ... ... 2 
There is one record from Monmouthshire of a bird now 

in the Newport Museum which was shot on the Ynysfco 
Reservoir in September, 1923, and in 1922 or 1923 Sir Thomas 
Lewis told us that he had seen one on Llangorse Lake, 
Brecknockshire, in the summer, in full breeding plumage, but 
no further records seem to have been made from this locality. 

It would appear from information supplied by Professor 
J. H. Salter, that the first and only records for Cardiganshire 
were made in 1929, when two were seen on the Dovey Estuary 
in January and one on the Old Harbour, Aberystwyth, in 
March, while Mr. Bertram Lloyd informs us that the only 
recent records from Pembrokeshire are of two seen by him 
at Angle, Milford Haven, December 12th, 1925, and a doubtful 
hearsay one of two at the same place this winter (1930). 

There are no records from either Carmarthenshire or 
Radnorshire, but it must be borne in mind that reliable 
observers in South Wales, and especially in these two counties, 
are few and far between, and that seeing that the birds 
occur so regularly in Glamorgan where they are looked for, 
it is more than likely that they are equally regular all round 
the coast. 

Perhaps these notes will fill a gap if any inquiry is made 
regarding the increase of this species, both as a winter visitor 
and also a breeder, in Great Britain and Ireland. It is 
significant that it is not until 1921 that it appears in any 
numbers or with any regularity in South Wales. 

GEOFFREY C. S. INGRAM. 
H. MORREY SALMON. 

GREY PHALAROPE IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
A GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius) obtained on the 
river Windrush, near Naunton, Gloucestershire, on November 
30th, 1929, was sent to me for identification. It was an 
immature bird, moulting into first winter plumage. Dr. 
O. H. Wild, to whom I sent it, kindly confirmed my identifica
tion. This is, I believe, the third record for Gloucestershire. 

A. G. TAYLER. 

GLAUCOUS GULL IN KERRY. 
A MALE Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus) in immature 
plumage was shot at Portmagee, co. Kerry, on December 10th, 
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1930, by Mr. D. J. O'Connell, and sent to me in the flesh 
for identification. G. R. HUMPHREYS. 

ICELAND GULL IN SOMERSET. 
ON March 2nd, 1931,1 saw an Iceland Gull (Lams leucopterus) 
on the largest of the Bristol Water Works Company's reser
voirs at Barrow. On February 28th there had been cold 
winds from the north with snow. I only know of three 
previous records from the county, namely, specimens obtained 
at Weston-super-Mare on December 24th, 1870, and at 
Somerton on December 12th, 1880, and one seen at Minehead 
on April 14th, 1913. The bird I saw had very white plumage, 
and the bill had a broad dark tip, the base appearing to be 
greenish-yellow. It was evidently not mature, and I should 
judge that it had been hatched in 1929 and so was approaching 
the plumage of the second summer. It was in company with 
Herring- and Lesser Black-backed Gulls. F. L. BLATHWAYT. 

STARLING BREEDING IN DECEMBER.—The Rev. H. M. 
Livens informs us that during the last days of December, 1930, 
which were cold and stormy, a pair of Starlings (Sturnus v. 
vulgaris) nested under the corrugated iron covering an old 
thatch of a barn-roof at Mr. Starke's Farm, Colwell Bay, Isle 
of Wight. On or about January 7th the parents were 
observed by the farm hands bringing in food. On January 
n t h one of the men went up a ladder and fingered the four or 
five unfledged nestlings, which appear to have flown on 
January 31st. The feeding of the young by the parents was 
watched by the farmer and his staff up to January 30th. 

LITTLE OWL FEEDING ON EARWIGS.—Mr. Peter L. Day 
writes from near Blandford, Dorset, where Little Owls (Athene 
n. vidalii) are very plentiful, stating that a casting he examined 
contained remains of a great number of earwigs. Mr. Day 
also states that he has noticed that Little Owls' pellets, when 
chiefly composed of beetle remains, frequently also contain 
pieces of moss. 

GREEN SANDPIPER IN DUMFRIESSHIRE IN WINTER.—Mr. 
H. S. Gladstone has sent us a Green Sandpiper (Tringa 
ochropus) which was shot on February 17th, 1931, on Bow-
house Merse, Caerlaverock, and sent to him for identification 
by Mr. G. Robson. 
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