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NOTES. 

A NOTE ON THE NESTING OF THE JACKDAW. 

ON May 1st, 1931, in an open hole in a limb of a great ash 
tree at Bamston Lodge, Essex, I found a Jackdaw (Colceus m. 
spermologus) sitting on four eggs so much mud-daubed that 
they were very inconspicuous on the nest material. I had not 
time to investigate other nests then, but examined all the 
nests that I could get at in the neighbourhood on May 5th. 
In some the eggs were under water from the heavy rain on 
May 2nd ; in others the birds had not completed laying ; in 
the last nest I was much surprised to find an addled egg and 
three young at least one day old. This is easily the earliest 
date on which I have known a Jackdaw to have young. On 
May 2nd I spent half an hour looking at some nests at Saling. 
The first two, in the same tree, had no eggs. The next two 
nests were in another tree and the eggs could not have been 
more than a foot apart; in each the bird was sitting on six 
eggs. One of these nests was extremely interesting. It was 
at the bottom of a deep hollow, about two feet wide, where a 
huge limb had fallen off. The bird had heaped up a pile of 
sticks, rather like the dome of a Magpie's nest, on one side of 
the hollow and the eggs were practically on the wood pulp 
under this with very little of the usual material under them. 
She alighted at a particular spot on one side of the hollow, 
and there was a well-defined run, like that made by a rabbit, 
leading under the sticks to the eggs. 

J. H. OWEN. 

continued.... 
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PROBABLE RED-BREASTED FLYCATCHER 
IN BEDFORDSHIRE. 

ON April 30th, 1931, a keeper named Billet at the Zoological 
Society's Park at Whipsnade was feeding some Cranes and 
Pheasants at the side of a wood, when he observed a small 
bird, less than ten yards distant, which was quite strange 
to him. He noticed at once its red throat and white breast, 
and white in the tail. There were two other birds with it 
which appeared to be hens of the same species. Billet is 
a careful observer and went straight away to consult his 
books. On his way he met MacDonald, the Head Keeper 
and a very keen observer of birds, and told him of his dis
covery. MacDonald soon found the three birds, which he 
saw at once were Flycatchers, though of a kind he had 
never before seen. 

Billet, having consulted Coward's Birds of the British Isles, 
decided that the birds could be no other than Red-breasted 
Flycatchers {Muscicapa parva) and hurried back to see if 
they were still there. He found them in or near the 
same spot and, with MacDonald, watched them for some 
time. 

I have questioned both men, who are familiar with all the 
common British birds. Their attention was naturally 
chiefly bestowed upon the cock-bird, and Billet said the 
points which he especially noticed were: the small extent of 
the red on the throat as compared with that of the Robin ; 
the call, which he described as a twice-repeated note, some
what resembled that of the Chiff-chaff, and the habit of 
jerking the tail up and down. MacDonald noticed, besides 
the red on the upper-breast, that the central tail-feathers 
were dark, while the outer ones were mostly white, and the 
bird spent its time in capturing insects on the wing and 
returning frequently to the same spot. The three birds 
remained in the same place until dusk, but had gone by the 
next morning. 

Both men are good and reliable observers and I can only 
think that the one bird at least was indeed a Red-breasted 
Flycatcher. DAVID SETH-SMITH. 

COAL-TIT BROODING EGGS OF BLUE TIT. 

ON May 16th, 1929, I looked into a nesting-box in which I 
knew a Blue Tit (Parus c. obscurus) was sitting and found 
the bird on the nest. Opening the box again on the 18th 
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I was surprised to find a Coal-Tit (Parus a. britannicus) 
brooding in it. There was no doubt about the identification ; 
the bird allowed me to examine her within a few inches and 
did not leave the nest. The next day, and on all subsequent 
days, the Blue Tit was again in rightful possession. Thinking 
the Coal-Tit might possibly have deposited an egg I kept 
an eye on the young birds, but they were all Blue Tits. 

At the time when this incident occurred the four nesting-
boxes nearest to the Blue Tit's, all within a radius of a 
hundred yards, were occupied by Coal-Tits, and perhaps the 
intruder belonged to one of these. The boxes were very 
similar in appearance, but it seems very unlikely that the 
bird would have lost the bearings of her own. 

Numerous cases of birds brooding the eggs of another 
species are on record, mostly, I think, among the Limicolce, 
but I do not remember a case among the Paridce. 

In the last fourteen years I have had about three hundred 
Tits' nests under observation, but have not known a 
similar occurrence. A. L. BUTLER. 

[There are several cases on record in which the eggs of two 
species of ParidcB have been found in one nest (usually 
P. major and P. cceruleus) and only one species in possession. 
The late Mr. J. F. Peters found a clutch of typical eggs of 
P. major which was incubated by P. cceruleus. In Mr. 
Butler's case it seems probable that a Coal-Tit found itself in 
the vicinity of the Blue Tit's nesting-box, and was unable to 
distinguish it from her own, as in the cases of " multiple 
nesting " recorded in these pages.—F.C.R.J.] 

COURTING DISPLAY OF SONG-THRUSH. 
A PAIR of Song-Thrushes (Turdus ph. clarkei) have recently 
reared a brood in my garden in co. Carlow, and when first 
noticed the hen bird was standing still with a worm in her 
bill, which she presently swallowed. Soon after, the cock-
bird appeared from the shrubs close by, holding his head up 
and keeping his bill open in a most peculiar way. He 
approached the hen with his bill still pointing upwards, 
running and not hopping as usual. The mating act was 
very brief, as in the case of the Hedge-Sparrow [Prunella 
modularis). Immediately afterwards the two birds faced 
one another and the hen pecked into the open beak of the 
cock, almost as if feeding a young bird. The whole perform
ance was gone through twice, when the hen slipped away. 
The cock remained behind for many minutes, slowly and 
continuously opening and shutting his bill. C. S. S. ELLISON. 



56 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXV. 

[Very little has been recorded on the courtship of the Song-
Thrush. See E. Selous, Realities of Bird Life, and J. S. 
Gayner, Brit. B., Vol. XXII., p. 109.—F.C.R.J.] 

MISTLE-THRUSH DECORATING NEST WITH 
FEATHERS. 

ON April 25th, 1931,1 found a nest of a Mistle-Thrush (Turdus 
v. viscivorus) at Caerleon, Monmouthshire, which was 
decorated all over with white chicken's feathers and one 

spotted Guinea Fowl's feather. The feathers were loosely 
woven all over the nest except inside the cup. A number 
of them had already blown away before the photograph here 
reproduced was taken. T. R. TALLIS. 

NIGHTINGALE IN CO. DURHAM. 
HAVING heard that a bird reputed to be a Nightingale 
(Luscinia m. megarhyncha) was singing nightly at Stampley 
Moss, a tract of woodland country between Winlaton and 
Rowland's Gill, co. Durham, I determined to investigate. 
Accordingly, on May 21st, 1931, I visited Stampley Moss 
accompanied by G. W. Temperley and B. P. Hill, two 
members of the Natural History Society of Northumberland, 
Durham and Newcastle-upon-Tyne. We arrived at the 
spot at 10.30 p.m. and waited patiently until 11.20 p.m., 
when the bird commenced to sing. Much to our delight we 
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found that it was really a Nightingale. On previous occa
sions when I have been called out to hear reputed Nightingales 
in Durham, they have turned out to be Sedge-Warblers 
(Acrocephalus schcenobcenus). The song of the Stampley 
Moss bird was characteristic of the Nightingale. The oft-
repeated note, " piou ", in crescendo and the short phrases 
of bubbling notes which followed were unmistakable. The 
number of times the note " piou " was repeated varied in 
different bursts of song. Usually it was repeated from four 
or five up to ten times, and on one occasion as many as 
twenty-four times. 

My two companions and I are quite competent to identify 
the song of the Nightingale. I was brought up amongst 
Nightingales and used to hear them singing almost nightly 
in the summer in my native county of Leicestershire. G. W. 
Temperley is familiar with their song in the New Forest and 
B. P. Hill has heard them in France. Furthermore, we are 
familiar with the songs of all our local birds. 

T. RUSSELL GODDARD. 

CUCKOO'S EGG IN NEST OF REEVE. 
ONE associates the Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) with the 
unusual, but it is surely most unusual for that bird to deposit 
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its egg in the nest of a Ruff (Philomachus pugnax). Doubtless 
it was a case of " any port in a storm ". The example illus
trated was found in the Tipperne Peninsula, Ringkjobing 
Fjord, Denmark, on June n t h , 1924. One other nest only 
containing a Cuckoo's egg—a Meadow-Pipit's (Anthus 
pratensis)—was found in the vicinity. Watching the Ruff, or 
rather Reeve, brooding this intriguing combination of eggs, 
I regretted my stay in Denmark was not long enough to see 
the denouement. It would have been most interesting to 
watch the attempt of the young Cuckoo to eject the eggs 
of the Ruff from the nest. GEORGE MARPLES. 

SHORT-EARED OWL BREEDING IN ESSEX. 
ON May 16th, 1931, in the eastern part of Essex, Mr. D. H. 
Meares and I were shown the nest of a Short-eared Owl 
(Asio f. flammeus) which then contained one young bird about 
twelve days old. The nest, when found originally on 
May 4th, contained six young of different ages and one egg. 
We found two more young Owls in the grass and identified 
one of the old birds, and I expect the other three young were 
hiding in the vicinity. This is apparently the first definite 
record since 1926, but I expect a few odd pairs now nest 
annually. R. SPARROW. 

OSPREY IN NORFOLK. 
ON April 27th, 1931, Miss Reed and I saw an Osprey (Pandion 
halicetus) over Barton Broad. We saw it first in the distance 
flying apparently quite peacefully with a Rook or Crow. 
Then it came closer and we made it out as a large bird of prey 
with pure white underparts, dark brown wings and a darker 
chest and a white head with a dark mark through the eye. 
We saw it plunge once and rise from the water with something 
in its claws; it then flew off out of sight. J. BAGGALLAY. 

AVOCETS IN CO. DURHAM. 
ON May 22nd, 1931, whilst watching on the river wall 
between Port Clarence and Seaton Carew, three birds came 
overhead from the direction of the Tees mouth. Their oft-
repeated calls at once attracted my attention and announced 
them as strangers. They pitched down into one of the 
shallow pools on the land side of the wall. I had little 
difficulty in getting within easy gunshot and was able to 
watch them for a considerable period on two separate 
occasions, when, by their peculiar methods of feeding, the 
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sideways motion of their bills and their coloration, I was 
able to identify them as adult Avocets (Recurvirostra avosetta). 

When I flushed them they circled overhead, calling out 
with a single-noted whistle. Their long, pale blue legs were 
held out straight behind. They went over the river to the 
Yorkshire side. We had been experiencing strong easterly 
wind for some days which moderated on the day in question. 

JOSEPH BISHOP. 

COOTS APPROPRIATING NEST OF GREAT CRESTED 
GREBE, 

ON April 22nd, 1931, I observed a Great Crested Grebe 
(Podiceps cristatus) sitting upon her nest, which was situated 
some fifteen yards from the shore of a lake near Bosley, 
Cheshire. The male bird was in attendance, swimming about 
in the close vicinity of the nest. I watched both birds for 
some time. On the 23rd I returned, and was somewhat 
surprised to see no Grebe upon the nest, but a pair of Coots 
(Fulica aim) were swimming about, both appearing to have 
an interest in the nest. Since the water was shallow I waded 
out to it and found it to contain seven Coot's eggs. As only 
one day had elapsed since my last visit, the Grebe must have 
been sitting upon Coot's eggs. There was no sign of the 
Grebes, nor did I come across them on any other part of the 
lake. The nest itself had quite obviously been built by 
Grebes, and did not appear to have been in any way altered 
by the Coots. It was a large shapeless mass of wet water-
weeds with only a very slight cup and was floating, seemingly 
unanchored, among some kind of reeds which projected only 
a few inches above the level of the water. On the previous 
evening the male Grebe had several times dived and brought 
up some weeds which he added to the nest while the female 
was sitting. I examined the nest to see if there were any 
Grebe's eggs covered over, but there were none. When I 
left the nest one of the Coots quickly returned to it and 
continued to incubate. E. W. NICHOLSON-SMITH. 

BUZZARD TAKING DOMESTIC DUCK'S EGG.—The Rev. 
F. C. Butters informs us that in April, 1931, on examining 
the nest of a Common Buzzard {Buteo b. buteo) near Lapford 
in North Devon, containing one egg, he discovered beside 
the Buzzard's egg a sucked domestic duck's egg. We do 
not know of any case of a Buzzard taking eggs of any kind 
and the incident, therefore, has interest. 
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FLEDGING-PERIOD OF TURTLE-DOVE.—Messrs . G. C. S. 
Ingram and H. M. Salmon have drawn our attention to the 
fact that the fledging-period of the. Turtle Dove (Streptopelia 
t. turtur) was recorded by them in an article on " The Turtle-
Dove in Glamorganshire" (Brit. B., Vol. XVIII . , p . 2). In 
Mr. Jourdain's article on " Our Present Knowledge of the 
Breeding Biology of Birds " (antea, p. 142) it was stated tha t 
we had no knowledge from British sources of the fledging-
period of this species. 

WOOD-SANDPIPER IN K E N T IN SPRING.—Mr. G. E. Took 
informs us tha t at 6 a.m. on April 29th, 1931, he observed a 
Wood-Sandpiper (Tringa glareola) in a country lane near 
Dover and was able to watch it for three minutes. I t did not 
seem concerned at his presence, and he was able to note 
accurately the details of its coloration. Spring records 
are still bu t few from the county. 

GREAT BLACK-BACKED G U L L P R E Y I N G ON STORM-PETRELS. 
—Mr. Seton Gordon informs us that on a nesting island of 
the Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) off the coast 
of northern Skye he found at least twenty wings of Storm-
Petrels (Hydrobates pelagicus) as well as castings containing 
the entire skeletons of these birds. We have only one 
definite previous record of the capture of this species by 
Larus marinus. 
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