
NOTES 
ORTOLAN BUNTING IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 

ON June 2nd, 1931, I was able to identify an Ortolan Bunting 
(Emberiza hortulana) on Skokholm. As it was in an 
exhausted state I was able to examine it from within three 
yards, as it rested in a niche of my garden wall. The small, 
reddisri bill was unmistakable. From the colouring of the 
plumage I judged it to be an adult female. 

Mr. G. C. S. Ingram informs me that this is apparently the 
first recorded in South Wales. As far as I am aware, the 
only other records for Wales are that of five seen and one 
obtained on Bardsey Island by Dr. N. F. Ticehurst, September 
2nd to n t h , 1913 (antea, Vol. XIII., p. 67), and one seen by 
C. S. Meares (not D. H. Meares, as stated) on the Berwyn 
Mountains, May 20th, 1907 (Forrest, Fauna of N. Wales, 
p. 167). R. M. LOCKLEY. 

NUTHATCH AND BLACK TERNS IN CUMBERLAND. 
AT the end of May, 1928, whilst staying at Pooley Bridge, 
Ulleswater, I heard a Nuthatch (Sitta europcea affmis) calling 
amongst some trees on the Cumberland side of the Eamont 
about a mile from the lake. I heard it on several occasions 
during my visit. I was not aware that the Nuthatch was 
such a rare bird in Cumberland, or I would have recorded 
the fact before. 

In 1929, and again this year, I stayed at the same place, 
but did not hear the bird again. 

On May 28th, 1929, I saw three Black Terns {Chlidonias 
niger) flying over Ulleswater. N. TRACY. 

INCUBATION-PERIOD OF MARSH-WARBLER. 
ON June 14th, 1931, I found a nest of a Marsh-Warbler 
(Acrocephalus palustris) in Gloucestershire containing three 
eggs. On the 21st the nest contained five eggs and on the 
28th, just before noon, the fourth and fifth eggs hatched. 
If it is permissible to assume that the fourth and fifth eggs 
were laid on June 15th and 16th and that incubation com
menced on the latter date, this makes a period of twelve 
days. GUY CHARTERIS. 

SIZE OF CLUTCHES OF NIGHTINGALE. 
As I have examined as many as thirty-four nests of the 
Nightingale (Luscinia m. megarhyncha) in Suffolk this year 
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(1931) it seems of value to record the size of the clutches. 
Twenty-nine contained 5 eggs, four 4 eggs, and one—obviously 
a second clutch and moreover built in a thorn hedge—3 eggs. 

I found no nest containing 6 eggs, though I have seen that 
number in a nest some years ago in Buckinghamshire. 

A. MAYALL. 

REDSTART ALIGHTING ON THE SEA. 
WHILE going from Marseilles to Gibraltar on April n t h , 1931, 
the first evening out a male Redstart (Phcenicurus phasnicurus) 
flew by the ship, looking as if it wanted to land, but instead 
dropped on to the sea with wings outspread, and so remained 
for two minutes (timed). I expected to see it sucked under, 
but it rose again quite easily and flew on to the upper deck. 
There was a swell at the time but the surface was smooth. 

M. BARCLAY. 

BLACK REDSTARTS IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
THE appearance of the Black Redstart {Pluenicurus 0. 
gibraltariensis) on Skokholm for the third spring in succes
sion establishes the fact of a regular and hitherto overlooked 
migration on the Pembrokeshire coast. The records for 
winter and spring, 1930-31, are as follows : November 6th, 
1930, a male ; November 12th, a female ; and one bird seen 
on each of the following days in 1931 : March 5th, 9th, 30th, 
May 5th, 21st, 29th, and one on June 1st, probably the same 
bird as on May 29th. No full-plumage males were seen this 
spring. For previous records see Vol. XXII., p. 373, and 
Vol. XXIV., p. 106. R. M. LOCKLEY. 

SWALLOW'S NEST WITHOUT MUD. 
ON May 4th, 1931, I found an unusual nest of a Swallow 
(Hirundo r. rustica) at Styal, Cheshire. It was placed in a 
typical position on the main beam of a boathouse roof, but it 
consisted merely of a very few small fine twigs of hazel and a 
wisp of hay. It was almost flat, with hardly any perceptible 
dip, and no mud was used in the construction; yet there 
is plenty of suitable mud in the immediate vicinity, nor 
had there been any hot weather to bake its surface. The nest 
contained three very young (probably hatched two or three 
days) Swallows and one infertile egg. E. W. NICHOLSON-SMITH. 

COMMON BUZZARDS BREEDING IN SOUTH UIST. 
IN the summer of 1927, and again in 1928, I saw Common 
Buzzards (Buteo b. buteo) in South Uist which had every 
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appearance of breeding there, but I did not attach much 
importance to their presence at the time and did not search 
for nests. Finding that the bird has not been recorded from 
the Outer Hebrides I made inquiries to try to confirm this 
observation this summer, and have been informed by Captain 
W. M. Pollen that Mr. Mackintosh, whom I know to be a 
reliable observer, has been watching this year a Buzzard's 
nest on Stulaval, where I saw the birds in 1927 and 1928, 
and that he hears of two other nests in a different part of the 
island. GUY CHARTERIS. 

AN UNRECORDED CHESHIRE HERONRY. 
WHEN the census of heronries was made in 1928 a small 
colony in Cheshire was omitted. 

I learn from Mr. W. McCracken that about thirty years 
ago Herons (Ardea c. cinerea) began to build on an island 
in the Pool at Crewe Hall in the south of the county and have 
nested there annually ever since. 

Mr. G. H. Clegg visited the Pool on June 25th, 1931, with a 
keeper, who had seen them nesting there for the last twenty-
three years and had noted a gradual increase to about a dozen 
nests this year. Though unable to land on the island, Mr. 
Clegg saw many young still there. A. W. BOYD. 

SPOONBILLS IN CARMARTHENSHIRE. 
FOUR Spoonbills (Platalea leucorodia) appeared in some 
coastal marshes in Carmarthenshire on June 22nd, 1931. I 
saw them arrive, coming over high from the sea at 8 p.m. 
They stayed for a week and I had several opportunities of 
getting good views of them through my binoculars when they 
were feeding and preening and also when flying overhead, 
when their whiteness was especially noticeable, as well as the 
straight line made by their fully-stretched neck and bill and 
legs. 

I may also mention that a Spoonbill was shot near the same 
locality in January, 1931, and it has now been stuffed. 

ETHEL FALKENER. 

FULMARS IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON May 6th, 1930, Mr. C. Oldham and I saw a Fulmar 
(Fulmarus g. glacialis) flying past Strumble Head. This, I 
believe, was the first summer record of the species in Pembroke
shire or indeed in South Wales (aniea, Vol. XXIV., p. 196). 

In mid-May, 1931, Mr. F. Twells of Flimston noticed and 



82 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. xxv. 

drew attention to two strange birds haunting the cliffs among 
the numerous Gulls and Auks there. On June 6th I watched 
a single Fulmar flying along the cliff-face at Stackpole Head 
about 5 miles distant from Flimston ; and on June 7th I 
identified the Flimston birds. Then, and during the ensuing 
three days, wc saw eight Fulmars on the ledges there, close 
together and apparently quite at home. One pair at least 
was indulging in " courtship " behaviour, though I detected 
no signs of nesting. 

These cliffs, it may be mentioned, lie considerably to the 
south-east of the Saltee Islands, where Fulmars were recorded 
nesting in 1930. BERTRAM LLOYD. 

INCUBATION-PERIOD OF GOLDEN PLOVER. 
ABOUT 5 p.m. on April 21st, 1931, at Capenoch, Dumfriesshire, 
I found a nest of a Golden Plover (Charadrius a. apricarius) 
containing four eggs. I was able to keep this nest under 
daily observation ; at 5 p.m., on May 18th three of the eggs 
were hatched, the fourth egg was chipped, and the chick 
emerged next day. H U G H S. GLADSTONE. 

SANDWICH TERN B R E E D I N G IN SOUTH UIST. 

E A R L Y in June, 1928, I saw a Sandwich Tern {Sterna s. 
sandvicensis) in a colony of Arctic Terns in South Uist. A 
day or two later a keeper brought into the lodge for identifica
tion a single egg of this species taken from the small island 
on a loch where I had seen the bird. This species has not, I 
believe, been previously recorded from the Outer Hebrides 
even as a casual visitor. G U Y CHARTERIS. 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF COMMON TERNS' EGGS. 
T H E occurrence in Blakeney Point Tcrnery, this season, of no 
less than eight Common Terns' (Sterna hirundo) nests, each 
containing four eggs, is sufficiently unusual to be placed on 
record. I have examined many thousands of nests of this 
species in Great Britain and abroad, and have only once 
before seen a nest with four eggs, at Ainsdale in 1929. One 
other clutch of four was recorded at Blakeney Point in 1914. 

G E O . MARPLES. 

CLUTCHES of four eggs of the Common Tern are rare, bu t 
occur in varying numbers in all large colonies. In some 
seasons these large sets seem to be more numerous than in 
others. Thus, at the Blakeney Point Ternery in 1917, Mr. 
E. C. Stuart Baker was able to see from one spot no fewer 
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than four sets of four eggs and one of five, while other sets 
of four were noted in the vicinity. Similarly, on the Fames, 
I saw six sets of four within a radius of a dozen yards in 1916. 
Mr. H. W. Robinson records three clutches of four and one of 
five on the Scillies in 1924 (Br. B., Vol. XVIII . , p. 112). 

There were at least three sets of four in the colony at Wclls-
on-Sea in 1916, and in a colony on Anglesey I saw two sets 
of four and one of five in 1909. F . C. R. JOURDAIN. 

BRAMBLING IN NORFOLK IN JUNE.—Mrs . D. A. MacAlister 
informs us that on June 13th, 1931, she saw a male Fringilla 
montifringilla near Mildenhall on the Norfolk and Suffolk 
border. I t was bathing in a farmyard pond in company with 
Chaffinches and Martins. 

FOOD OF THE M O T E SWAN.—Mr. L. H. Dagley writes 
confirming from personal observation the fact recorded by 
Mr. J . B. Watson (Br. B., Vol. XXIV. , p. 367) tha t the 
Mute Swan (Cygnus olor) eats fish on the Lake of Geneva. 
This is interesting, as the food of the Mute Swan is almost 
entirely vegetable. I t should, however, be noted tha t in 
the case of our resident birds, the food paragraphs in the 
Practical Handbook are based solely on records of food 
identified in the British Isles, except where otherwise stated.— 
F.C.R.J. 

FULMAR P E T R E L S IN LANCASHIRE AND N O R F O L K . — 
Mr. H. W. Robinson informs us that a specimen of Fulmarns 
g. glacialis was caught alive on Walney Island at the end of 
August, 1929, this being the eighth record for the county. 

Mr. E. L. King writes that on May 24th, 1931, one was 
found dead in a fresh state on Horsey Beach by some members 
of the London Natural History Society. 

QUAIL IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE.—The Hon. Guy Charteris 
informs us that he heard a Quail (Coturnix c. coturnix) in a 
field of sainfoin near Snowshill on June 20th, 1931, and that 
he was told tha t the birds had been in the neighbourhood 
this last two summers. 
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