
NOTES 
EARLY NESTING OF RED-BACKED S H R I K E IN K E N T . 
1 OBSERVE that in Vol. XX., p. 150, May n t h is mentioned as 
the earliest recorded date for a complete clutch of the Red-
backed Shrike (Lanhis c. collurio). I t is therefore of interest 
to record tha t I personally took a clutch of five eggs on 
May 5th, 1922, at Shorncliffe, Kent. 

The weather was unusually hot for the time of year. 
H. T. GOSNEEL. 

INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING- PERIODS OF TREE-
CREEPER. 

T H E following note on the incubation-and Hedging-periods 
of the Tree-Creeper (Ccrthia /• britamika) as observed in 
Inverness-shire may be of interest : 

Nest begun, June 2nd ; nest finished with one egg, 4th ; 
two eggs, 12 noon, 5th ; three eggs, 12 noon, bth ; four 
eggs, 4 p.m., 7th ; six eggs and bird sitting, n a.m., Sth ; 
one bird hatched, iz noon, 22nd ; four hatched, 4 p.m., 
22nd ; two eggs not hatched, 7.30 p.m., 22nd ; six hatched, 
11.30 a.m., 23rd ; birds left nest between 12 noon and 
1 p.m., July 7th. 

It was certainly puzzling to find that two eggs had been 
laid between 4 p.m. on the 7th and n a.m. on the 8th. I 
have no doubt about the number, as I was able to detach a 
piece of bark in front of the nest and see into it with ease and 
I visited it daily. I t occurred to me tha t a second bird 
might have begun to tise the nest, but I have no proof of this, 
and it was not until the Sth, when the bird began to sit, 
that I saw it on the nest. 

This was a second brood. Two new nests were begun the 
same day that the first brood left the nest. One parent 
seemed to stay with the first brood. The new nests were in 
holes about 100 yards apart, the second being finished, but 
not lined. Exactly the same procedure was noted last year. 

W I N I F R E D M. R O S S . 

GOLDEN-CRESTED W R E N IN I N N E R LONDON. 
ON July 12th, 1931, I was sitting in Eaton Square Gardens 
with my wife and son and we all saw about fifteen feet away 
a Golden-crested Wren (Reguhis r. anglontm) hopping about 
in the grass, very tame and easily identified. 

Mr. Macpherson mentions occurrences in Inner London 
[Vol. XXII . , p. 230), but most of them have been in autumn. 

W A L T E R F . CAVE. 
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T H E SONG OF T H E MISTLE-THRUSH. 

O N April io th , 1931, near Darlington (co. Durham), I heard 
a Mistle-Thrush (Turdus v. viscivorus) singing in a curious 
manner. Two of these birds were perched together in an 
ash. One of them was singing. I t commenced with the 
familiar, loud, clear song and then without any perceptible 
pause continued with a quieter, hurried warble, which bore a 
considerable resemblance to that of the Garden-Warbler 
(Sylvia borin). This warbling continued unbroken for two 
or three seconds, when, after a brief pause, the normal song 
was resumed, followed immediately again by the warbling. 
After some five minutes of this the bird which had 
been singing flew to another tree about a hundred yards 
distant. I t sang the normal song when on the wing. Pre
sently it returned and as it approached its former perch in 
the ash, a second bird, which had remained quite quiet up to 
the present, commenced the same kind of warbling, but 
without the normal song as prelude. Both birds then flew 
away in company. I have no proof that the birds were male 
and female, though it seems a natural conclusion. 

Mr. M. G. Robinson describes to me a similar song which 
he heard from a Mistle-Thrush. No second bird was present 
on this occasion, which was also in the spring. 

W. E. ALMOND. 

GARGANEY IN LANCASHIRE. 
MITCHELL'S Birds of Lancashire mentions only three records 
of the Garganey (Anas querquedula) for the county, the last 
in 1864. Sixty-four years later, Mr. A. W. Boyd records two 
which he saw on Leighton Moss near Carnforth on April qth, 
1928 (anlea, Vol. XXII . , p. 23). 

I can now add a fifth from close to the same place, viz., 
Silverdale Marsh, a young male shot on August (>th, 1931, 
by Mr. Myerscough, who brought the bird to me in the flesh. 

H. W. ROBINSON. 

VELVET-SCOTERS ON T H E IRISH COAST IN SUMMER. 

O N June 19th, 1931, whilst visiting a spot on the Irish coast 
about 30 miles north of Dublin, three Velvet-Scoters (Oidcmia 
f. fitsca) flying north passed within 200 yards of where 1 stood 
on the shore. Their large size and conspicuous white wing-
bars made confusion with the Common Scoter impossible. 
This may, I think, be worth recording, as in Ussher and 
Warren's Birds of Ireland, 1900, this duck is described as a 
rare winter visitor, only some twenty records having been 
noted, including one in the month of June, the only summer 
record. J . B. WATSON. 
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SANDWICH TERNS IN SURREY. 
ON August 4th, 1931, I saw two Sandwich Terns (Sterna s, 
sandvicensis) at Barn Elms Reservoirs. The birds passed 
close to me, their black crowns being very conspicuous and 
their straight flight and harsh call characteristic of the bird. 

E. L. KING. 

LARGE CLUTCHES OF COMMON TERNS' EGGS. 
IN view of the notes (antea, pp. 82-3) on large clutches of eggs 
of the Common Tern (Sterna Mrundo), it may be of interest to 
state that this year, in a north Lancashire colony, we found 
one of five and four of four, whilst the majority contained 
three eggs. 1930 was also a prolific year, but in 1929 we saw 
only one clutch of four, although the majority contained three 
eggs. H. W. ROBINSON. 

E. U. SAVAGK. 

BLACK-HEADED GULLS ROLLING EGGS AND OTHER 
OBJECTS BACK INTO THE NEST. 

I HKAD with great interest Mr. George Marple's " Experimental 
Studies of the Ringed Plover " (antea, 34-44) and the more 
so because I made some similar experiments a few years ago, 
but with another species, the Black-headed Gull (Lams r. 
ridihundm). These experiments have yet to be completed. 
Meanwhile, a brief summary of part of the results may be of 
interest. 

The Black-headed Gull, like the Ringed Plover and other 
ground-nesters, not infrequently rolls an egg out of the nest 
when quitting it ; and, on its return, it rolls it back in the same 
way as the Ringed Plover, described by Mr. Marples (see 
the accompanying photograph). My experiments consisted 
in placing one or some or all of the eggs at varying distances 
from the nest. The results summarized here refer exclusively 
to the third case, that in which all the eggs (1 to 4) were placed 
outside, the nest being left bare. In every case the measure
ment was from the centre of the nest. As the width of 
Black-headed Gulls' nests varies considerably, it is obvious 
that measurements from the edge would be useless for 
purposes of comparison. 

I found that if the eggs were placed up to nine inches from 
the centre of the nest, it might be predicted that normally 
they would, some or all, be rolled back. But if placed at a 
foot or over, the birds' behaviour became uncertain. In the 
forty-two experiments here summarized the eggs were placed 
at i | feet (22 cases) and 2 feet (20 cases). But if it was 
impossible to predict what precisely the bird would do, one 
might be sure that its response would be one of four. 
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Firstly, it might roll.one or more of the eggs back into the 
nest. This, if done at all, was achieved in from 5 to 20 
minutes. If not done, the bird might go on making restless 
and useless movements for over an hour. Secondly, the bird 
might after a time abandon the nest, sit on the eggs, and in 
due course build a new nest. Thirdly, it might show itself 
aware of the nest as a nest by sitting in it, and of the eggs as 
eggs by standing over them and making an incipient rolling 
movement, but there was complete failure to relate the two, 
the result being that the eggs remained outside until restored 
to the nest, deserted or sucked. Fourthly, the bird might 

show itself aware of the nest by sitting in it but totally ignore 
the eggs from the start, even though it might walk right over 
them on its way to and from the nest. The eggs in fact became 
part of the landscape. Of the 42 birds, as many as 23 failed 
either to roll the eggs back or to sit upon them in a new nest. 
The sitters and rollers were fairly equally divided. I have 
still to check these results. 

Mr. Marples used other objects besides eggs in his experi
ments. I may state that the Black-headed Gull will sit for 
days on any object of any shape or material, provided it is 
not too uncomfortable, and it will roll these back into the 
nest, or, at least, try to, for some could not be rolled. Among 
the objects used were balls, rubber and other, square and 
circular tin boxes, rough road stones, lumps of coal, wooden 
bricks with the corners cut, and of course eggs of all sizes and 
colours. A gilt tin box was accepted, though too big to be 
fitted into a brooding spot. A pair sat on it till I removed it 
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at the end of 4 | days. The experiments noted in this para
graph are described in Country Life of May 5th, 1928, in an 
article on " What a Bird Will Sit Upon," in which a number 
of experiments by other naturalists are also summarized. 

As Mr. Marples mentions the Ringed Plovers' indifference to 
smell, I may add that my Gulls accepted a camphor ball 
about the size of an egg. They accepted also nest substitutes ; 
they sat happily on their eggs in my hat and in a tin. They 
lined both. They were indifferent to the number of eggs. 
I filled up one nest to the brim with thirteen, all it would 
hold. The bird was of course unable to sit on a l l ; but it 
did its b e s t ; it sat on what it could, the rest fringing its 
body. F. B. KIKKMAN. 

MOORHENS REARING FOUR BROODS. 

O N March 23rd, 1930, I found a Moorhen's (Gallinula ch. 
chloropus) nest at Tadworth, Surrey, containing seven eggs. 
When I visited the pond a week later the nest was empty, but 
another structure had already been completed, and this was 
used until the end of the breeding-season, additions being 
made as necessity arose. 

Four broods were reared, consisting of three, four, four and 
two young respectively. The nestlings of the last brood 
appeared on or about September 28th, and both young ones 
remained on the pond in the company of the adults until 
March 15th, 1931. One young bird was present on March 
29th, although on this date the adult female was engaged 
in incubation, but on April 12th only the old birds remained. 

I should state that the pond is a small one, and certainly 
no other pairs of Moorhens were breeding there during 1930. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

BRAMBLIKG IN NORFOLK IN J U N E . — W i t h reference to the 
note on this subject (antea, p . 83), we are informed that a 
caged cock Brambling was liberated near Norwich on June 
10th, 1931. This, therefore, may have been the bird seen 
by Mrs. MacAlister near Mildenhall, about forty miles away, 
on the 13th. 

R E D W I N G IN SUFFOLK IN J U L Y . — M r . Reginald Livescy 
informs us that he found a Redwing (Turdus musicus) dead, 
but fresh, in some fruit nets a t Brandish, Suffolk, on July 14th, 
1931. The only other July occurrence of which we have a 
note was one on the 5th of tha t month in Cumberland. 

L A T E STAY OF FIELDFARE IN NORFOLK.—Mr. E. Cohen 
informs us that he saw a single Fieldfare {Turdus 'pilaris) on 
May 30th, 1931, feeding in a ploughed field at Kclling, north 
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Norfolk. The bird was seen on the following day, but not 
subsequently, by Mr. R. M. Garnett. 

COMMON BUZZARDS AND SANDWICH T E R N S IN SOUTH 
U I S I . — W i t h reference to the notes on the above (antea, 
pp. (So and 82), Miss Winifred M. Ross informs us that in 
June, 1930, she saw a Common Buzzard in the southern part, 
and on another day one in the northern part of the island. 
She also saw a pair of Sandwich Terns in the northern area 
in the same month. 
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