
NOTES 
NOTICE TO RINGERS.—Ringers are reminded that all 

schedules with lists of birds they have ringed during the 
season should now be sent in. As it is a great convenience in 
collating totals for the lists of birds ringed to be uniform in 
size and order, special forms have been issued to all who have 
received forty or more rings, and it is particularly requested 
that these forms shall be used. Separate lists should be 
sent at the same time of all birds recovered, and those who 
have done any considerable amount of re-trapping are asked 
to apply for a special form for recording re-trapped birds. 
—H.F.W. 

CARRION-CROWS ATTACKING SQUIRRELS. 
On May 17th, 1930, when with Mr. Perkins, our attention was 
drawn to a grey squirrel running and leaping through the 
grass followed by a Carrion-Crow (Corvus cor one). The bird 
was flying low over the squirrel and struck at it repeatedly 
with both beak and feet. The squirrel ran to a tree and 
remained clinging to the base of the trunk, whereupon the 
Crow flew into the tree and watched it intently. It then 
cawed loudly and was soon joined by its mate. 

The first Crow then flew down and again gave chase, 
striking most viciously at every opportunity, while every 
attempt made by the squirrel to run up any tree was at once 
checked by the second Crow, which flew into the tree and 
perched above the squirrel. The chase lasted fully ten 
minutes and only ended by the squirrel seeking refuge in the 
gnarled base of a lime tree. E. C. ROWBERRY. 

ON June 6th, 1931, Miss Doreen Hordern and I observed a 
squirrel run up a fir tree, and a few minutes later two Carrion-
Crows flew over the tree and started cawing, and diving at 
the branches. Through our field-glasses we could see the 
squirrel running about on the underside of the branches as 
the Crows struck at it. The squirrel was chattering all the 
time. After about five minutes the squirrel jumped from 
the fir to a dead oak, with both Crows in hot pursuit, but it 
managed to elude them by running half-way down the trunk 
and flattening itself against it. Here it remained motionless 
for several seconds, and then slipped to the ground and got 
away unseen. The Crows hunted round the clump of trees 
cawing loudly, but after a little while flew away. We stayed 
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near the trees for several hours and had a good look at them, 
but we could not see any nest that might have belonged to the 
Crows, though they came back twice and circled round as 
if looking for the squirrel. JUDITH M. FERRIEE. 

A PERTINACEOUS PIED WAGTAIL AND 
A GREY SQUIRREL. 

A NEST of a Pied Wagtail (Motacilla a. yarrellii) that was 
being built on May ioth, 1931, was subsequently seen con
taining broken eggs. A second nest was built, and possibly 
one or two eggs had been laid, when a slate fell into it, and 
the Wagtail then laid four eggs in a Thrush's nest. On 
June 7th the Thrush was sitting on these and five of her own 
eggs, while the Wagtail had a third nest which was found a 
week later containing five eggs and one of a Cuckoo. This 
nest, like number one, was destroyed, some of the egg-shells 
being within and others on a ledge beside the nest. On 
July 5th a fourth nest was found with six eggs and one of a 
Cuckoo. The contents of this nest, reduced by man's agency 
to five Wagtail's eggs, was found to have been destroyed a 
few days later. On August 3rd I found the fifth nest of this 
Wagtail with three eggs; as I knew I should be unable to 
revisit it for three or four weeks I asked Mr. Tom Buggins, 
a gardener at Stanway, to make observations for me. A 
fourth egg was laid and three hatched. On the 22nd as he 
approached the nest he saw a grey squirrel leave it. He 
then examined the nest and noticed that one young one was 
alive and another lay there with its head bitten off its body. 
He borrowed his father's gun and returning shot the squirrel 
which held in its mouth the last young Wagtail seen alive. 
It seems probable that the earlier nests were destroyed by 
this or another grey squirrel, and that he or she infested the 
buildings. 

The six nests referred to were in a group of derelict farm 
buildings in the Cotswolds. GUY CHARTERIS. 

RAPID NEST REPLACEMENT BY PIED WAGTAIL. 
AT Apperley Court, Tewkesbury, on the morning of June 
28th, 1931, I found a young Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) about 
two days old in a Pied Wagtail's (Motacilla a. yarettii) nest 
built in the nest of a Song-Thrush. On July 3rd this nest 
was empty and the Wagtail had already laid one egg in a 
well-built nest about ten yards away. This interval—at 
the most five days—would be short even in the case of a 
small bird that had lost her eggs at the commencement of 
incubation, but in the case of a bird that had embarked on 
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the " feeding " period would seem to be a remarkable example 
of rapid readjustment. GUY CHARTERIS. 

SWALLOWS EJECTING HOUSE-SPARROWS. 
THAT House-Sparrows often take possession of the nests of 
Swallows and Martins is well known, but a case of the reverse 
may be worth recording. 

Towards the end of April, Mr. Pimlott of Knutsford, 
Cheshire, saw Sparrows {Passer d. domesticus) building in the 
nest of a Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) in his cart-shed. In 
the middle of May, when the young Sparrows had hatched 
and the Swallows had been back about a fortnight, Mr. Pimlott 
saw a noisy and prolonged fight in progress between the 
Swallows and Sparrows. Shortly afterwards, on entering 
the cart-shed, he saw a Swallow at the nest pulling out the 
straw and feathers which the Sparrows had added. On the 
ground were three nestling Sparrows and another fell at 
Mr. Pimlott's feet as he was watching the Swallow's opera
tions. It seems probable that the young came out with the 
nest material and were not deliberately picked out. 

The Sparrows did not return to the nest, and a week later 
the Swallow was sitting and eventually her young were 
hatched and flew. E. W. NICHOLSON-SMITH. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKERS BORING IN 
TELEPHONE POLES. 

IN June, 1931, the Inspector of the Post Office Engineering 
Department at Yeovil, Somerset, informed me that he had 
to renew three telephone poles at Chilton Cantelo, near 
Yeovil, owing to their being rendered unsafe by Woodpeckers 
boring in them. 

After they were brought in I purchased one of these poles, 
and found that the damage done was clearly the work of 
Great Spotted Woodpeckers (Dryobates m. anglicus). The 
pole was 24 ft. high and carried only one crossbar with one 
pair of wires. Besides numerous small workings there were 
six holes of considerable size in it, the depth of the holes 
varying from about 1 in. to 1 ft. The top hole was just 
below the cross-bar and only 1 ft. down from the extreme 
top of the pole ; the other holes were about 15 ins. apart 
below each other, the bottom one being the deepest. The 
pole was considerably rotten inside, and some of the holes 
must have been there for some time. There was no evidence 
that the birds had bred in the deepest hole at the bottom. 

Although I believe that the habit of boring in telephone 
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poles is common among some of the American Woodpeckers, 
I have never known an instance of such an occurrence before 
in the British Isles. C. J. PRING. 

PROMISCUOUS LAYING OF CUCKOO. 
ON June 13th, 1931, I found in a wood near Bordon, Hamp
shire, an egg of a Cuckoo (Cticulus c. canorus) in the nest of a 
Wren (Troglodytes t. troglodytes) together with four eggs of the 
fosterer. The Wren was sitting when found, and on blowing 
the eggs I found them to be about a week incubated. The nest 
was of the Chiff-Chaff type and the entrance was considerably 
enlarged and disturbed. All the eggs could be seen without 
touching the nest, which was in a dead branch of gorse. 

The next day, within about 50 yards of the same spot, a 
nest of a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula), which had contained 
one egg, held a single egg of the same Cuckoo. The Blackbird 
then deserted. 

On June 23rd I found a third egg of this Cuckoo, also 
near by, in the nest of a Whitethroat (Sylvia c. communis) 
and two eggs of the fosterer. A broken egg of the Whitethroat 
was beneath the nest. The fosterer's eggs were much incu-
buted, but the Cuckoo's quite slightly. 

There were two nests of Hedge-Sparrows (Prunella m. occi-
dentalis) and two of Garden-Warblers (Sylvia borin) available 
for the use of the Cuckoo at the same time. H. T. GOSNELL. 

UNRECORDED SPECIMENS OF EAGLE-OWL AND 
RUDDY SHELDRAKE FROM LANCASHIRE. 

IN view of the fact that neither Mitchell's Birds of Lancashire 
nor Wrigley's Birds of Formby mention the Eagle-Owl (Bubo 
b. bubo) in their lists, and that Lancashire is not included in 
the county records mentioned in the Practical Handbook, it 
is worth recording that there has recently come into my 
possession a mounted specimen of this species, shot in the 
vicinity of Blackpool between 1880-1900, though never 
previously recorded. 

The specimen was originally in the collection of my uncle. 
Mr. E. T. Turner, the Leicestershire naturalist-taxidermist, 
who received it, with other birds, from his friend the late 
Mr. Robert Drummond of Blackpool, who was also a keen 
naturalist. Mr. Drummond commenced shooting about 
1880 and was killed in the Boer War. No dates can be found 
of these specimens, but they were all shot in the vicinity of 
Blackpool, and though the Eagle-Owl was, in former years, 
occasionally kept in captivity, there is no doubt but that 
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the above was a truly wild specimen. I t is a male bird in 
adult plumage, twenty-four inches in length. 

In the same collection of birds shot by the late Mr. Drum-
mond, near Blackpool, were two Ruddy Sheldrakes (Casarca 
ferruginea) in full plumage and which, I think, are the first 
county records. E R I C H A R D Y . 

[In view of the fact that the history of these two birds is 
incomplete, the records cannot be accepted as fully authenti
cated. I t should be noted that both are species kept in 
capt iv i ty .—EDS.] 

P E R E G R I N E FALCON W I T H FIVE EGGS. 
O N April 19th, 1931, my brother, 0 . K. Owen, took me and 
a party of friends to the nesting territory of a pair of Pere
grines (Falco p. peregrinus) in Radnorshire that we visit every 
year. To our great surprise, this year the nest contained 
five eggs, only slightly incubated. We were all struck by 
the smallncss of the eggs and the fact that they differed 
considerably in shape, although obviously the produce of one 
bird. The average measurements of 100 British eggs are 
given in the Practical Handbook as 5 1 . 8 x 4 1 . The measure
ments of these five were : 4 6 x 3 6 . 7 5 ; 48 .5x37 .25 ; 
47 X 35-25 ; 45 X 36-25 ; 4 6 X 36 ; average 46.5 x 36.3. 
A glance at these measurements shows that the middle egg 
is very elongated and the first and fourth considers bly so 
in comparison with the usual measurements. 

This bird has bred in that territory for a number of years 
—certainly from 1927. Judging by the behaviour of the 
birds while we were near the nesting-site, I should say that 
she had changed mates in 1929 and again in 1931. In 1924 
only three eggs were laid : the measurements were 51.2 X 41.0 ; 
5 1 . 2 x 4 1 . 6 ; 50.2x41.6. Average 50.9x41.4 is normal. 
In 1927 she laid four eggs and I am certain that from this 
year to 1931 the Falcon is unchanged. These four measured 
5 0 . 0 x 3 7 . 5 ; 49-5X39; 4 8 x 3 9 ; 45 .5x38 .5 ; average 
48.25x38.5. First egg elongated, last spherical compared 
with type. In 1928 she had shifted and was probably 
robbed before we visited the place. In 1929 she had four 
rather pale eggs and I believe reared four young ; the nest 
was in a very awkward place and I did not get measurements 
of the eggs. In 1930 she again nested there and laid four 
light-coloured eggs, three of which were infertile. Measure
ments : 48 .2x37 .6 ; 47 .8x38 .0 ; 47 .0x38 .0 ; 48 .5x37 .0 ; 
average 47.9x37.65. The measurements show elongation in 
the first and last eggs, while the other two are rather more 
spherical than usual. 
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If these four sets of eggs are from the same bird they 
show that there has been a steady decline in size each year. 
Even leaving out the 1924 measurements, the decline from 
1927-31 is very noticeable. 

In 1928 I had the pleasure of seeing a Peregrine and a 
Buzzard perched in a large oak, with bare dead branches, at 
the same time. In 1929, as we left the place, the Falcon 
swept by us in chase of a Chaffinch, which was just gathered 
up ; there were two birds, then one—that was a l l ; no altera
tion in the flight and no act of seizure could be detected. 

J . H. O W E N . 

TEAL B R E E D I N G IN MIDDLESEX. 
O N April 16th, 1931, I flushed a pair of Teal (Anas c. crecca) 
from a dyke near the western border of Middlesex. This year 
(1931) I have visited this area at least three times each 
month. On May 10th I flushed a male Teal, but could not 
find any trace of the female, but on May 28th I almost 
stumbled over her and three small young. 

There appears to be no previous breeding record for 
Middlesex. E. C. R O W B E R R Y . 

FULMAR P E T R E L S B R E E D I N G IN ROSS-SHIRE. 
DURING the first week of May, 1931, I searched the cliffs of 
the North and South Sutors at the entrance to Invergordon 
Firth. 

On the South Sutor cliffs, Cromarty, three pairs of Fulmar 
Petrels (Fulmarus g. glacialis) had nest sites and other pairs 
were seen. On the North Sutor we estimated that there were 
about ten pairs. 

They appear to be increasing, as in June, 1930, I visited 
the same cliffs but do not remember seeing so many Fulmars 
about. F . W. D E W H U R S T . 

[Messrs. E. M. and B. D. Nicholson observed Fulmars 
" evidently breeding " on the North Sutor in June and July, 
1929 (see Scot. Nat., 1930, p. 32) .—EDS.] 

R A R E MIDDLESEX BIRDS. 
W E paid a visit to the Queen Mary Reservoir at Littleton on 
August 20th, 1931, when we saw a Sandwich Tern (Sterna s. 
sandvicensis) and a young Turnstone (Arenaria i. inter-pres). 
On a visit to the same place on August 28th, we found three 
young Sanderlings (Crocethia alba) and a young Ruff (Philo-
machus pugnax). All the young waders were very tame and 
allowed us to approach to within a few yards of them. We 
have little doubt that on our first visit we saw two or three 
more Turnstones, but they were some distance away. 



VOL. XXV.] NOTES. 135 

The Turnstone, Sanderling and Ruff are included in 
Harting's Birds of Middlesex, which was published in 1866, 
about 65 years ago ; but on referring to Mr. W. E. Glegg's 
"Birds of Middlesex since 1866" (London Naturalist, 1929), 
and to recent records, it would appear that since 1866 there 
has been no occurrence of the Turnstone in this county, only 
two occurrences of the Sanderling and five of the Ruff. 

The Sandwich Tern has never before been recorded from 
Middlesex, which is curious considering how many birds of 
the species now nest in this country. A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

J. R. HARDIMAN. 

STONE-CURLEW IN LANCASHIRE. 
AN immature female Stone-Curlew (Burhinus ce. cedicnemus) 
was picked up in an exhausted condition on the estate of 
Lord Derby at Knowsley Park on August 15th, 1931. The 
bird lived until Monday, 17th. On dissection, the left 
humerus proved to be fractured in a way that suggested 
contact with telegraph wires. 

This is the first record of the Stone-Curlew in Lancashire. 
R. K. PERRY. 

[For previous records see antea, Vol. XXIII., p. 310.] 
OYSTER-CATCHER IN LONDON. 

ON August 30th, 1927, L. Parmenter saw an Oyster-Catcher 
fly over the Reservoirs at Barn Elms, across the river from 
Hammersmith (antea, Vol. XXL, p. 129). On August 21st, 
1931, I was fortunate in having the same experience. At 
4.15 p.m., when on No. 8 Reservoir, I heard an Oyster-
Catcher (Htzmatopus 0. ostralegus) call and then saw the bird, 
which crossed my front about 30 yards away. It came from 
the river, from the south-east, flew round several times 
calling and then disappeared towards the north-west. As 
the reservoirs were very full, there was no place for it to 
land, but it was evidently desirous of doing so had there 
been a favourable opportunity. The occurrence of this 
species in the Metropolitan area is very rare and is therefore 
worthy of record. G. CARMICHAEL Low. 

[In The London Naturalist for 1930 (p. 130) it is recorded 
by Mr. L. Parmenter that four flew down and circled low 
over Barn Elms Reservior on August 30th.—EDS.] 

MORTALITY AMONG YOUNG COMMON TERNS. 
OWING to the wet and cold weather, I am informed that in 
Ireland, where the Common Terns (Sterna hirundo) nest 
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largely inland and on islands, the mortality has been very 
high due to drowning. In a Lancashire colony, situated on 
a dry gravel bed, I find the very reverse. Here there is no 
cover for the young from the sun, and in hot weather many 
die from heat-stroke. During the last three years I have 
had the rings from dead chicks carefully collected, and the 
mortality of those so marked has been as follows :— 
1929 Very hot. .460 marked: percentage of dead chicks —4.13 
1930 Very hot 

indeed . .610 „ „ ,, „ ,, ==4.87 
1931 Cold and 

wet ..355 „ „ „ „ ,, --2.81 
H. W. ROBINSON. 

LITTLE GULL IN CARNARVON. 
ON August 19th, 1931, Col. W. A. Payn, Mr. j . M. McC. 
Fisher, my wife and I, saw a Little Gull (Larus minutus) near 
Criccieth, in Carnarvonshire. 

It flew down to the sea from a marsh on the east of Criccieth 
in company with several Black-headed Gulls (Larus r. ridi-
bundus) and at once attracted our attention by its smaller 
size and rounded wings with very dark undersides. It had 
not a fully black head, but showed dark patches behind the 
eye and on crown and nape. 

It is a bird of comparatively infrequent occurrence in 
North Wales. A. W. BOYD. 

NUMERICAL STATUS OF GREAT BLACK-BACKED 
GULL IN DEVON. 

DURING the last ten years or so there has been a great 
increase in the number of Great Black-backed Gulls (Larus 
marinus) nesting in western Britain. This increase was 
first noted in the Scillies, whence birds have spread over 
much of the south-west. 

In the Practical Handbook (Vol. II., p. 765) Devon was 
not included among the breeding counties for the species. 
Since Yarrell's statement (British Birds, 2nd edition, 1856) 
that pairs bred formerly at Bolt Head, there is no published 
record of proved breeding in the county, though some subse
quent writers have copied Yarrell, without giving details. 

For several years A. H. Machell Cox noticed a pair close 
to, or on the rocky islets at Netton, but it was not until 1921 
that he was able to reach one of these islets, where a nest 
with eggs was found on May 4th ; the pair have nested at 
the same spot in subsequent years. 
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In the same year (1921) a pair were seen about Bolt Head 
and, by their behaviour, were almost certainly nesting 
(H. G. Hurrell). 

In 1923 a considerable eastward extension appears to 
have taken place, for a pair were very probably nesting 
between Sidmouth and Branscombe, though no nest was 
found (Rev. F. L. Blathwayt). 

In 1926 and 1927, L. R. W. Loyd (Birds of South-East 
Devon, p. 159) strongly suspected breeding close to Beer 
Head and, though no nest was found, flying young were 
seen. Nesting was also suspected east of Otter Point. 

Also, in 1927, there were two nests on rocky islets off the 
south coast, while in 1928 other pairs were ascertained to 
be breeding and birds were seen between Bolt Head and 
Bolt Tail (Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain). 

In 1930 we had occasion to investigate the sea-bird fauna 
of south Devon, and in doing so were able to take a complete 
census of Great Black-backed Gulls. We found thirty-one 
pairs along the whole southern coastline of the county, 
distributed as follows :— 

Plymouth to Yealm 1 pair. 
Yealm to Erme 6 pairs. 
Erme to Avon ... ... ... ... 3 pairs. 
Avon to Kingsbridge ... ... ... 5 pairs. 
Kingsbridge to Dart ... ... ... 10 pairs. 
Dart to Exe ... ... ... ... 5 pairs. 
Exe to Axe 1 pair. 

When plotted on a map these figures show that there is a 
marked concentration to the west of Start Point, numbers 
decreasing eastwards to the Dorset boundary (there being 
but one pair in Dorset). Only nine pairs breed east of Start 
Point, not counting those at Start Point itself. In the 
western part of the county the percentage of all nesting 
Gulls held by this species is up to 0.73, but in the extreme 
east it falls as low as 0.07. This distribution is, no doubt, 
due to the fact that this species is spreading outwards from 
the Scillies and is gradually increasing eastwards. Data 
obtained by G. M. Spooner in 1931 give exactly the same 
totals from Plymouth to the Erme, but six pairs (as com
pared with two in 1930) were nesting between Erme and 
Avon. In 1931, as in 1930, only one pair was noted between 
Axe and Exe (J. B. Halse). Unfortunately, data for north 
Devon are very scanty, but at least two pairs bred at Baggy 
Point in June, 1930 (T. H. Harrisson) and 1931 (D. L. Lack), 
and two pairs were seen at Hartland Point in mid-June, 1931 
(H. G. Hurrell). 
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A corresponding increase has occurred in the Scillies, 
Cornwall, Pembroke, Anglesey, and to a lesser extent in 
many other counties of England, Scotland, Ireland and 
Wales. Details of dates and controlling factors are too 
complex to be considered here ; we hope to deal with the 
whole subject in a future communication. T. H. HARRISSON. 

H . G. HURRELL. 

LATE NESTING OF GOLDCREST.—Mr. J . H. Owen sends us 
a note of a nest of Goldcrest (Regulus r. anglorum) with nearly 
fledged young in Montgomeryshire on August 13th, 1931, 
and asks whether this does not suggest that the Goldcrest 
is sometimes double-brooded. We think there is no doubt 
(as stated in the Practical Handbook) tha t the Goldcrest is 
double-brooded. There is a case on record in which two 
broods were reared from the same nest (Zool., 1845, p. 871). 
Fresh eggs have been recorded on July 18th in Devon, and 
Mr. J. H. Pilgrim found a nest with two young and two 
addled eggs in Leicester on August 2nd, 1916.—F.C.R.J. 

BLACK T E R N S IN WORCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. E. St. G. Betts 
informs us of the following occurrences of Chlidonias niger 
seen by himself and others in August, 1931, at Upper Bittell 
Reservoir, viz., on the 5th, one ; 6th, another, rather different 
in plumage ; 7th, one ; 15th, one. 

E A R L Y . L I T T L E A U K IN NORFOLK.—Mr. J . Beddall Smith 
informs us that on July 31st, 1931, he found a Little Auk 
(Alle alii) in fresh condition washed up on the beach at 
Bacton-on-Sea. This is one of the earliest dates for the 
appearance of the bird in this country of which we have record. 
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