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LETTER. 

AN EGG WITHIN AN EGG. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—Anomalous eggs of the type of which the accompanying 
photograph is an example, although of course well known, are of 
sufficient interest to warrant publication. 

The present specimen, for which I am indebted to Dr. P. Manson-
Bahr, was laid by a domestic fowl in 1926, and was received by me in 
fragments, as its interesting nature had escaped notice until it arrived 
in a cooked condition on the breakfast table. The larger egg is by 
no means of regular ovoid shape, but is laterally compressed so that 
transverse diameters are unequal, and in transverse sections the out
lines would be not circular but ovoid. The long diameter is 57.5 mm., 
and its transverse diameters are 41.5 mm. and about 45 mm. I ts 
shell is smooth, of pale buff colour sprinkled with some very fine 
red-brown spots. The texture of the shell of the smaller egg is totally 
different, being coarse and rough to the touch, in colour darker than 
the larger egg, with far more pronounced spotting. I t measures 
30 mm. X 49 mm. 

The explanation given as 
accounting for these in
stances of an egg within an 
egg, is that the smaller egg 
having reached the lowest 
part of the oviduct and had 
its shell deposited is, 
owing to some focus of 
irritation in the cloaca or 
oviduct causing reversed 
peristalsis, pushed back up 
the tube to become 
enclosed in another egg 
on its way down, this 
latter egg being in its 
turn invested with the 
usual coverings of albumen, 

Domestic fowl's egg within an egg, reconstructed s l 1 ^ membrane and shell. 
from fragments. The smaller egg is supported Dr. H. Kummerlowe has 

on absorbent cotton. Reduced 3/5ths. recently described three 
instances of this anomaly 

in eggs of the domesticated duck {Zoologischer Anzeiger, Bd. 95, Heft 
3/4, 1931). Another instance has been described by K. Basecke (Beitrage 
zur Fortpflanzungsbiologie der Vogel—July, 1931). In this case the 
double egg was laid by a Carrier Pigeon. 
August nth, 1931. JAMES M. HARRISON. 

[For other records of this abnormality in the case of the domestic 
fowl see Journ. fiir Ornith., 1865, p. 310 (3 cases) ; 1870, p. 144 ; 1871, 
p. 260, etc. Other cases are cited in the Zeitschr. f. Oologie, while 
recent ones in the Field, 10.1.1931 (Fowl) and 27.6.1931 (Pheasant) 
may be mentioned. See also Kummerlowe's list of references in the 
Beitrage zur Fortpfl. biol. d. Vogel, March, 1931, p. 59.—EDS.] 
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