
NOTES 
WAXWIXGS IX NORFOLK. 

SOME Waxwings (Bombycilla ^arrulus) have reached Norfolk 
during the last few weeks. On November 3rd, 1931, one was 
picked up alive at Kelling, under telegraph wires, by the local 
police constable, but it died and was unfortunately taken 
by a cat. Some wing-feathers which I found, however, 
proved the species. On November 22nd I watched two for 
a considerable time, close to my house in Kelling, and made 
the following observations : The only note uttered sounded 
like " Sirr-r-r-ip ", a soft, sibilant note, not unlike that of a 
Redwing, but in a lower key. This was uttered when the 
bird was at rest in an elm tree, and with the mandibles 
slightly opened. On one occasion a bird dropped down to 
a clog-rose bush and, hovering, took a berry without perching. 
Later, however, both birds perched in the same bush and 
took hips, which they swallowed whole, the larger ones with 
apparent difficulty. The most interesting fact noticed was 
that both birds frequently rose into the air above the elms 
and took some small insects (probably gnats) just as Starlings 
will take the queen black ants during their nuptial flight in 
August. I could distinctly see, through field-glasses, the 
widely opened bill. The sun was shining brightly at the 
time, and many gnats were dancing around me. The 
Practical Handbook records insect food in summer, but 
apparently there are no records of such food being taken in 
this country during winter. R. M. GARNETT. 

[Mr. G. C. Wynne records (Field, 28.xi.31, p. 828) that he 
saw two Waxwings at Warcop, Westmorland, on November 
10th, 1931.] 

ICELAND REDWINGS IN ROSS-SHIRE. 

I have received in the flesh two Redwings which were killed 
at the light at Tarbatness Lighthouse, Ross-shire, on October 
18th, 1931. They are a male and a female, each with wing-
measurement of 122 mm., and from their dark coloration, 
both above and below, evidently belong to the Icelandic 
race, Turdus musicus coburni. H U G H W H I S T L E R . 

ICELAND REDWINGS IN IRELAND. 

BEARING in mind the inclusion of this geographical race in 
the British list {Brit. B., Vol. XX. , p. 14) I have endeavoured 

28.xi.31
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to obtain specimens of Redwings from the Irish light-stations 
since I took up this migration work in 1928. So far, only 
two or three specimens have been received in the flesh, and 
a number of legs and wings. The specimens received in the 
flesh were the common form, but Mr. Witherby agrees with 
me that the following wings were taken from specimens of 
the Iceland Redwing (Turdtts musicus coburni) :— 
October 29th, 1930. Wing, length 128 mm., from Aran 

North light-station, co. Galway. 
October 18th, 1931. Wing, length 125 mm., from the Black-

rock light-station, co. Mayo. 
Six other wings received, while exceeding 120 mm. in 

length, cannot with certainty be ascribed to the Iceland 
form in the absence of the actual specimens themselves. 

G. R. HUMPHREYS. 

STONECHATS REARING THREE BROODS. 
A PAIR of Stonechats (Saxicola t. hibernans) which nested 
near my house at Tadworth, Surrey, successfully reared 
three broods during 1931. 

I observed the young of the first brood on May 28th, and 
judged that they had probably vacated the nest a week 
previously. Unfortunately, I failed to record the number 
of the young and their subsequent movements. 

The second brood, consisting of four young, left the nest 
on or about July 1st, and were attended by the adults for 
at least a week after that date. These young birds were not 
seen in the immediate vicinity of the nest after July 4th, but 
they certainly remained in the neighbourhood until Ju ly 20th. 

The four young of the third brood were still in the nest on 
August 22nd, but had flown the following day. 

I should perhaps add that I satisfied myself that no other 
pairs of Stonechats were breeding within a mile of the spot. 

HOWARD BENTHAM. 

CLUTCH OF E I G H T EGGS OF STONECHAT. 
DURING April, 1931, my son and I spent several days locating 
all the pairs of Stonechats [Saxicola t. hibernans) on a large 
common in Worcestershire. By the evening of April 21st 
we had found the nests of seven out of the eight pairs present. 
The next morning my son and small daughter set out to 
find the nest of this pair and eventually watched the hen 
into a low gorse bush. From this they flushed the bird from 
a nest, which to their astonishment contained eight eggs. 
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Three of these were pressed into the lining of the nest, 
presumably so that the bird could cover them all. The 
eggs were uniform in coloration and shape, and incubation 
had just started in all but one, which was addled. This is 
the first authentic clutch of eight I have ever heard of, and 
out of over 150 nests we have found of the Stonechat only 
two have had even as many as seven eggs. G. TOMKINSON. 

ALPINE ACCENTORS IN SUSSEX. 
O N three days during April, 1921, I had the pleasure of 
watching, often at very close quarters—and so clearly identi
fying—an Alpine Accentor, Prunella c. collaris, on the Head
land at Seaford. The first meeting was on April 7th, when, 
as I walked the beach, a rather slim-looking, insignificant 
and dull-coloured little bird was detected a good way ahead 
flitting along close in under the bluff. Its flight and general 
" cut " partook to some extent of those attributes of the 
Hedge-Sparrow, with a " dash " of Pipit thrown in ; and I 
recognized it instantly as a species hitherto unknown to me. 
Opportunely it alighted on a " fall", and then a nearer 
approach, combined with binoculars, at once revealed its 
true identity. I t was absurdly tame, if nervous, especially 
of a Kestrel, which at the time was hovering above the cliff. 
Constantly on the search for food amongst the boulders of 
broken chalk littering the base of the bastion, the little 
stranger now and then, especially when it spied a lurking 
insect (I suppose) some way off, moved so very nimbly tha t 
even at distances of only about twelve paces I was for some little 
time puzzled as to whether it hopped or ran, so crouching 
was its gait. Eventually, however, I felt no doubt whatever 
on the score of hopping (or jumping) being the mode of 
progression. Between whiles the bird liked to stand on a 
block or boulder, or, as on further acquaintance (April 18th 
and 20th), on some irregular grassy slope at the summit of 
the steep ; in fact, it mostly patronised the crown of the 
Head. But it always stood very low ; so low, in fact, tha t 
squatting was immediately suggested, though I do not believe 
that that posture was ever actually adopted. Be that as it 
may, practically no leg was ever seen, generally only the feet, 
which were often splayed, being on view, whilst sometimes 
none of these appendages was visible. Perhaps this species' 
legs are markedly short—out of proportion, in fact, to the 
rest of the body. When thus at rest, far from looking even 
tolerably slim, the bird assumed a puffy, dishevelled, not to 
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say dumpy, sort of appearance, by reason of most of its 
feathers seeming to lie loosely and, so to speak, disjointedly 
on it ; the flank-feathers, for instance, were pushed out and 
then slightly up and over the margins of the wings. 

The description of the flight has already been given. There 
remain, however, to be discussed other field-impressions 
jotted down at the time, often, too, at close range. In size, 
then, the bird was appreciably larger than the Hedge-Sparrow. 
Its main colour-tone was greyish-brown. But it had a dirty 
white, black-spotted gorget ; pale spots on the wing-coverts ; 
cinnamon-rufous flanks ; pale tips to the rectrices, which 
showed little, if any, ashen hue ; and whitish eyebrows. 
Except for the colour of the flanks, which was obvious even 
at fair range with the naked eye, none of these features was 
conspicuous—indeed, without glasses, the superciliary streak 
was difficult to determine. To the above it may be added 
that the irides were light brown, and the legs and feet brown, 
tinged in certain lights, with pink, whilst the upper mandible 
looked black, except for its base, which was certainly 
yellowish, as was most of the lower mandible. 

On March 16th, 1922, 1 again met with P. c. collaris in 
Sussex—this time, on the cliff at Rottingdean. 

JOHN WALPOLE-BOND. 

SIZE OF SWALLOW BROODS IN CHESHIRE. 
THE following table records the size of broods of the Swallow 
(Hirundo r. rustica) in the neighbourhood of Great Budworth, 
Cheshire, in 1931. 

Swallows were fully as plentiful as in 1930. 
The wet, inclement weather during the summer undoubtedly 

was effective in reducing the number of nestlings reared, and 
I found more addled eggs than usual—though in each year 
broods of four nestlings with one addled egg have been 
frequently observed. 

There were more broods of one, two and three than in 
any of the four previous years (cf. anlea, Vol. XXIV., p. 160) 
and the average brood for the month of June was smaller 
than in any of these years, but, as usual, larger than the 
average of broods in the later months. 

Broods Average Total Average 
Month. examined Broods of Brood, number brood 

and J 2 3 4 5 6 for of for the 
ringed, month, broods. year. 

J u n e . . . 47 3 2 S 8 24 2 4.14 \ 
J u l y . . . 14 1 - 3 7 3 -- 3-7 8 [ '°f> 3-<fi 
A u g u s t . . . 42 I 5 (') 16 j 2 2 3,92 i 
S e p t e m b e r 3 - 1 1 1 - - 3.00 ' 

A. W. BOYD. 
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HOOPOE, STONECHAT AND LATE SWALLOW IN 
ORKNEY. 

ON September ioth, 1931, a Hoopoe (Upupa e. epops) was 
found in Sandwick, Orkney, and brought to me for identifica
tion. 

During October and November, 1931, a pair of Stonechats 
(Saxicola tor quota ? subsp.) have frequented my garden near 
Finstown. As I have only once before—February, 1930— 
seen the bird in Orkney, I thought it worth reporting. 

In the morning of November 8th, 1931, for ten minutes or 
more, I noticed a Swallow (Hirundo r. rustica) hawking flies 
round my house. At the time the sun was shining brightly 
and there was a strong southerly wind blowing. This is the 
only Swallow I have seen this year, and surely must be a late 
record of the bird so far north. A. WOOD. 

[The Stonechat and Swallow are recorded as breeding in 
small numbers in Orkney, while the Hoopoe is a scarce 
straggler there.—EDS.] 

SMALL EGGS OF PEREGRINE FALCON. 
MR. OWEN'S description and measurements of the eggs of 
the Peregrine Falcon (Falco p. peregrinus) in the 1930 clutch of 
five (antea, p. 133) have interested me a good deal. As I 
have found a series of four eggs, all small, at an eyrie in 
Wales during the last five years, it might be of interest 
to give the measurements, which are as follow :— 

1927. 1928. 1929. 1930- T-'Ji1-

mm, mm. mm. mm. mm. mm. mm, mm. mm. mm, 
49.7SX 37-59 48,76X36.57 46.22x36.57 45.21x34.5447.24x34.03 
48.76X36.57 47.75X37.08 46.22x36.06 45.72X35.0548.26x33.52 
50.29x38.06 50.29x39.11 46.73X36.06 45.72x35-56 47-24X34-03 
47-75X37-08 49-7 8 * 37-59 4T- r4X37-°8 46.22X34.5447.24X35.05 
giving an average for the twenty eggs in five seasons of 
47.32x36.09. 

The average during the five years give my eggs as slightly 
longer, but slightly narrower than Mr. Owen's clutch of five. 
But my clutch of four in season 1930 have an average of 
45.7x34.9, which is considerably smaller than Mr. Owen's 
clutch of five, averaging 46.5x36.3. 

In 1929 there was one particularly small egg which appears 
almost round, 41 X 37. Except this one egg, which has the 
ground-colour almost covered with purplish undermarkings, 
they all have a white ground with beautiful red markings. 

G. TOMKINSON. 
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SYSTEMATIC *' BEATING " BY HERONS. 

M R . W M . BRUCE, a keen bird observer, tells me that on 
October 4th, 1931, he saw in a field of recently cut oats, 
twenty-five Herons (Ardea c. cinerea) lined out in advance 
formation, walk systematically across the whole field. On 
reaching the far side, they turned about and retreated in 
similar fashion. Again, on October 25th, he saw fourteen 
Herons performing a similar evolution. They seemed to be 
beating the ground for a food supply of voles and rats. The 
field was adjacent to the river Earn at Forteviot. 

J. R I T C H I E . 

MADEIRAN FORK-TAILED P E T R E L IN IRELAND. 

A SPECIMEN of this rare visitor—the first occurrence in 
Ireland—and the fourth for the British Isles—was obtained 
on the Blackrock, 9 miles off the coast of Mayo, on the night 
of October 18th, 1931, by Mr. D. J. Sullivan, assistant light-
keeper at that light-station. The bird was sent to me in the 
flesh labelled " Pe t re l " , along with wings and legs of a Field
fare (Turdus pilaris) ; five Redwings, including one undoubted 
Turdus musicus coburni, and a Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes 
minimus), killed striking the lantern on the same night, 
8 p.m. to 12 midnight. A second Petrel, apparently a 
Storm-Petrel, is also recorded in the schedule, as well as 
Wrens, Blackbirds, Redshanks and a Sparrow-Hawk observed 
round the lantern. There was a mist at the time, the wind 
being recorded as light air from the east. 

After I had identified the specimen it was handed to Messrs. 
Williams & Son, of Dublin, to prepare the skin, and on 
dissection it proved to be a female. The skin was subse
quently submitted to Mr. H. F . Witherby, who confirms tha t 
this is a Madeiran Fork-tailed Petrel (Oceanodroma castro). 

Mr. Witherby remarks that while the tail is only very 
slightly forked, the characteristic white bases of the tail-
feathers are very marked in this specimen. The measure
ments taken by Mr. Witherby are : Wing 159 ; tail outer 
feathers 78 ; central 74 ; tarsus 22 ; middle toe and claw 22 ; 
and bill 15 mm. 

The specimen will be added to the collection of Irish birds 
in the National Museum, Dublin. G. R. H U M P H R E Y S . 

BARRED WARBLERS IN ISLE OF MAY AND S U F F O L K . — 
Miss L. J . Rintoul and Miss E. V. Baxter record (Scot. Nat., 
1931, p. 165) that when they arrived on the Isle of May on 
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August 26th, 1931, they found a Barred Warbler (Sylvia 
n. nisoria) and one was seen on the 28th. A second bird 
was identified on the 29th and on the 31st none were seen. 
On September 2nd at least six were present. 

Mr. F . C. Cook writes (Field, 7. xi. 31, p. 698) that he saw 
a Barred Warbler near Lowestoft on September 16th. 

LATE W R Y N E C K IN SURREY.—Mr. Howard Bentham 
informs us that on October 3rd, 1931, he observed a Wryneck 
(Jynx torquilla) near Epsom Downs. The bird was sunning 
itself on the top of a small bush and he was able to obtain 
an excellent view of it. 

FORK-TAILED PETRELS IN HERTFORD, DORSET, DEVON, 
K E N T AND SUSSEX.—Miss G. Lister informs us that a Leach's 
Fork-tailed Petrel (Oceanodroma I. leucorrhoa) was picked up 
on November 12th, 1931, by Mr. H. E. Seebohm on his estate, 
Poynders End, near Hitchin, Herts., and that another 
specimen, a male, was found dead on November 15th, 1931, 
by Mr. T. A. Colfox at Abbotsbury, Dorset. Both were in 
perfect plumage, but the Abbotsbury bird was emaciated. 
Another is recorded as having been picked up in a field about 
four miles from the sea at Salcombe on November 18th 
(Field, 5. xii. 31, p. 862). 

The Rev. J . R. Hale informs us that one, which proved to 
be an adult male, was picked up dead in a hop garden at 
Horsmonden, Kent, on November 13th. The stomach of 
this bird, Mr. Hale informs us, contained a number of small 
molluscs. This is an interesting fact, as usually birds 
picked up as the victims of gales have their stomachs empty. 

Another is reported as having been picked up on November 
n t h at Burpham, near Arundel (H. C. Jeddere-Fisher, 
Field, 19.xii.31, p. 934). 

LITTLE A U K IN CARMARTHENSHIRE.—Miss E. Falkener 
informs us that on November 4th, 1931, after a gale, she 
found a Little Auk (A lie alle) alive on Pendine Sands, sheltering 
in some small drift-wood. Miss Falkener took up the bird 
for examination and it appeared quite sound. I t then flew 
away several yards, but shortly afterwards returned to the 
same place. 
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