
NOTES 
PELLETS EJECTED BY INSECTIVOROUS BIRDS. 

ME. W. ROLPH of Lakenheath has recently completed an 
interesting experiment with several species of small, soft-
billed birds. For some weeks he kept in captivity a Nightingale 
[Luscinia megarhyncha), a Pied Wagtail (Motacilla a. yarrcllii), 
a Wheatear {(Enanihe cenanthe), a Whitethroat {Sylvia 
communis), a Sedge-Warbler {Acrocephalus schanobcenus) 
and a Grasshopper-Warbler {Locustella ncevia). He found 
that all these birds ejected pellets consisting of waste insect 
parts in the same way that Owls do. The Nightingale ate 
more than the other small birds and consequently ejected 
more pellets. 

He noticed that the Long-eared Owls (Asio otus), which he 
also reared last spring in captivity, and both an adult 
captured Grey Shrike (Lanius excubitor) and the Red-backed 
Shrike {L. collurio), as well as all the insectivorous birds 
mentioned above, turned dull and comatose for periods 
varying from ten minutes to two hours before discharging 
the pellets. 

Mr. Rolph took the small birds from their nests at the age 
of nine days and lost none of them. After completing the 
experiment he released them and has been able to observe 
that some of them, including the Owls, are thriving in a 
natural state. KATHLEEN E. EVETTS. 

THE SONG AND CRIES OF THE TREE-SPARROW. 
MR. BOYD'S excellent paper on the Tree-Sparrow (P. m. 
montanus) induces me to send you some notes on this species' 
song and cries. 

Taking the ditty first, this may be described as a jerky, 
grating and tuneless twitter, sounding like the syllables 
" twit-it-it-it-it-chit", repeated over and over again. It may 
be heard from parties as well as from single birds. In the 
sense that it sings with frequency, the Tree-Sparrow cannot 
be called a persistent performer. But it may be heard in 
voice as early as the end of February and as late as the middle 
of September. As to whether in a state of nature it ever 
mimics the strains of other species I possess no evidence, 
personal or otherwise, but evidently when in captivity it 
will sometimes plagiarize, since a specimen kept caged with 
a Canary-Goldfinch hybrid by Mr. W. R. Butterfield in course 
of time picked up the " mule's " vocal accomplishments. 
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Coming now to the Tree-Sparrow's cries, one may be 
syllabled as " chu-ip", a note which, though rather rasping, 
is softer and more metallic than the usual very harsh " chirp " 
of the House-Sparrow. Another can be rendered as a sharply 
iterated "clwk" or "ckik", which may often be termed "clicky". 
So marked is this " clickiness " at times that it approaches 
in timbre some Chats' utterances. Now and then, too, it 
becomes well-nigh a chatter. Yet another cry, most often 
given out by a bird on the wing, can be described as a somewhat 
hoarse " tack " or " teck". On the whole the Tree-Sparrow 
is a noisy little bird, especially in the season of reproduction. 

JOHN WALPOLE-BOND. 

MIGRATION OF WAXWJNGS. 
For previous notes on this subject, see pp. 223, 269-270, and 303. 
FAIR ISLE.—Three Waxwings appeared on November 9th, 1931, 

when there was a big migration, including two Richard's Pipits, two 
Scarlet Grosbeaks, thousands of Blackbirds, and enormous numbers 
of Redwings and Fieldfares (G. Stout, Scot. Nat., 1932, p. 38). 

ABERDEENSHIRE.—Prof. J. Ritchie states (Scot. Nat., 1932, p. 56) 
tha t a Waxwing sent to him on November 8th, 1931, was found dead 
(probably 6th) a t Pennan- About the same time a flock of eight 
appeared in a garden in Aberdeen, where they were last seen on 
November 25th. Another flock of about twelve frequented another 
part of Aberdeen during the same period. 

FIFESHIRE.—Three were seen on November 12th in his garden a t 
St, Andrews by Major C. H. M. Cheape (Scot. Nat., 1932, p. 56). 

CHESHIRE.—Mr. E. Hardy informs us tha t he watched a single 
Waxwing feeding on cotoneaster berries near Bromborough on 
December 17th. 

FLINTSHIRE.—Mr. C. M. Swaine writes that he watched a par ty of 
eleven near Hendre, near Mold, on March 14th, 1932. He heard them 
utter an occasional " peep " or " ivheep ", and once a low warble or 
trill " , but most frequently a note " t ha t resembled the clicking call of 
the Redbreast " . 

YORKSHIRE.—Mr. J . G. Davis writes that a party varying between 
three and nine Waxwings frequented some wild rose bushes on a railway 
embankment between Ruswarp and Whitby from December 7th to 
the 28th, while on the 10th there were two parties, one of six and the 
other of seven. The birds uttered continuously a trilling note not 
unlike that of a young Starling. They fed upon the rose berries, which 
they devoured whole, and often picked them while hovering and 
without alighting. They constantly flew down to some water. 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER'S METHOD IN 
BORING HOLE. 

HITHERTO I had imagined that a Woodpecker hacked its 
hole more or less haphazardly in the early stages, and even
tually made it a correct size and shape. To my surprise, 
however, when visiting a decayed alder stump overhanging 
the River Taw on February 3rd, 1932 (a stump already 
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containing two nesting-holes of the Great Spotted Wood
pecker (Dryobates m. anglicus) where a brood was brought off 
successfully last season), I discovered the actual beginning 
of a third nesting-hole. The bird, with faint chippings, 
which had hardly pierced the bark, had outlined the exact 
size and shape of the hole required, and was obviously 
working to plan. The outline was quite distinct and certainly 
of no greater depth than a quarter of an inch, as I could 
easily observe through binoculars. 

A visit on February 7th gave evidence of further activity. 
The hole was now 1 inch deep, and the edge of the oval firm 
and sharp in outline. On the 9th I observed the hole again 
and the bird was beginning to work downwards, having bored 
inwards about 2 inches. F. C. BUTTERS. 

"DRUMMING" PERIOD OF LESSER SPOTTED 
WOODPECKER. 

THE following observations on a pair of Lesser Spotted 
Woodpeckers (Dryobates m. comminutus) were made by 
myself in my Rectory garden in Gloucestershire in 1931. 
The birds bred somewhere near at hand, though I did not 
locate the nesting hole, but these notes refer chiefly to the 
" drumming" period, and the noise was produced most 
frequently quite early in the morning, often commencing 
soon after sunrise. It was first heard on February 14th 
from a poplar tree, but all other observations recorded here 
were from a horse-chestnut tree, fortunately growing near 
my bedroom window. I watched the birds through 
strong field-glasses, and until the leaves appeared every 
movement of the birds while " drumming " could be followed 
with great ease, and the very rapid strokes of the bill against 
the wood, which produces the sound, could be clearly made 
out. By far the most used " drumming " station was on 
the horse-chestnut, and always within an inch or two of the 
same spot, and both sexes produced the noise. All the 
following remarks apply to the horse-chestnut :— 

Heard early in morning, March 23rd. Began to " d r u m " 
regularly on April 6th and kept it up most mornings until May 
1st. The "drumming" then ceased. On June 23rd parent 
birds feeding young out of the nest were seen about the garden. 
Early on July 7th " drumming " began again from the same 
tree and apparently from the same spot as before, but leaves 
obscured the vision. This was kept up until July 30th, when 
it ceased. On October 26th at 7.5 a.m., on a very cold, 
frosty morning, the female bird started to " d rum" on 
exactly the same spot as in the spring, and kept it up for 
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about eight minutes. Suddenly a male Great Spotted 
Woodpecker settled on the " drumming " branch, drove the 
smaller bird away, and began hacking with his bill (not 
" drumming ") on the exact spot used by the smaller birds. 
This he did for perhaps one minute. No " drumming " was 
heard in the year later than this. F . L. BLATHWAYT. 

ROLLER IN H E R T F O R D S H I R E . 
O N February 6th, 1932, while crossing a ploughed field near 
Sandon, between Baldock and Royston, I saw a bird flying 
straight along about ten feet from the ground. I t passed 
within twelve feet of me and its coloration immediately 
attracted my attention. The head and belly were greenish-
blue, and the back and wings a bright chestnut or reddish-
brown. The bird was about the size of a Rook, and I recog
nized it as a Roller (Coracias garrnlus), which I afterwards 
confirmed by examination of specimens. N. K. STONE. 

[It would seem from the unusual date that this bird had 
wintered in northern Europe. One was recorded in Norfolk 
in February, 1824. Most occurrences have been in autumn, 
some in spring and summer, but many records are not dated. 
A previous occurrence in Hertfordshire is dated September 
20th, 1852, Chipperfield Common.—EDS.] 

SPARROW-HAWK BREEDING IN MAGPIE'S OLD 
NEST WITHOUT ADDITION. 

O N June 28th, 1926, in a covert not far from Newhaven, I 
put a female Sparrow-Hawk (Accipiter n. nisus) off an old 
unroofed Magpie's nest. I expected to find that the hawk 
had added a t least some slight superstructure, but, to my 
intense surprise, the contents—a newly-hatched nestling 
and two chipping eggs—merely reposed on the relics (some 
mud and a few rootlets) of the original lining. To account 
for this, I can only suppose that the hawk's first, self-built 
home, containing a partial clutch, had been demolished. 
And yet, in cases where I know that this has happened, the 
bird has always " run up " a very small, rough nest (whether 
it used another structure as a foundation or not) for the 
reception of the rest of its sitting ; and, excepting in this 
instance, I have never known it lay in another species' nest 
without making some addition. J O H N W A L P O L E - B O N D . 

NOTES FROM STAFFORDSHIRE RESERVOIRS. 
F O E several years I have given an annual note of observations 
made mainly at the most westerly of the large Staffordshire 
reservoirs. The following few notes cover the twelve months 
ending in September, 1931, and refer to this reservoir except 
where it is otherwise stated definitely. Visits have been less 
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frequent than usual. The usual large numbers of duck were 
present, but call for no detailed record of each species. These, 
however, were of interest :— 

SKEW-DU CK(Tadoma tadorna).—On Julyi6th,six in a group. 
Though undisturbed, they rose and flew off east together. 

GADWALL [Anas strepera).—On August 3rd, among a good 
many duck, I saw one Gadwall—the first I have seen there 
since 1928. 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedida).—Two flew out from a bed 
of persicaria—a drake and a duck—on August 3rd. They 
associated with no other duck and returned to their first 
resting-place. The Garganey has now occurred' here in 
August in four consecutive years. 

POCHARD (Nyroca f. ferina).—Present on every visit 
throughout the year. On July 16th there were six on 
Copmere, further north in the county. 

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala c. clangula).—About twenty on 
December 24th, 1930, included six adult drakes. One drake 
still present on May 3rd. 

GOOSANDER (Mergus m. merganser).—On December 14th, 
1930, five on Gailey Pool ; three on March 23rd on the most 
westerly reservoir. 

GREAT NORTHERN D I V E R (Colymbus immer).—Two together 
on December 14th and 24th, 1930, seen across the reservoir, 
were almost certainly of this species ; their stout bills were 
clearly seen. 

SANDERLING (Crocethia alba).—Mr. F. Fincher tells that he 
saw a solitary bird on July 14th, 1929. 

T E R N (Sterna sp.).—One Common or Arctic Tern on 
June 20th. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus r. ridibundus).—Fully 100 on 
December 24th, 1930, the largest number I have seen there 
since December 27th, 1926, when there were at least 150. 

COMMON GULL (Larus c. canus).—On December 14th, one 
with forty or fifty Black-headed Gulls. A. W. B O Y D . 

NOTES FROM SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE SEWAGE 
FARMS, 1931. 

T H E following records refer to the same districts as my 1930 
notes (Vol. XXIV. , p. 279). Unfortunately, observation was 
interfered with by road-making operations which necessitated 
a temporary drainage of a considerable portion of the Walsall 
sewage farm from July to the end of the year. 

W H I T E WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—One near Kings-
winford on March 29th, and several with Pied Wagtails at 
Walsall sewage farm on April 16th and 26th, August 16th 
and September 6th. 
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GREENLAND WHEATEAR (CEnanthe ce. leucorrhoa).—A pair 
near Walsall on May ioth, easily distinguished from the 
common species by the superior size and brighter plumage. 

BLACK-NECKED G R E B E (Podiceps nigricollis),—One at 
Walsall sewage farm on April 9th. The bird was fairly tame 
and I had every chance to note the distinguishing features, 
including the black head and neck, a yellow band from the 
eye to the nape, rather arched head, very thin beak with a 
very slight uptilt. 

R I N G E D PLOVER (Charadrius hiaticula).—One at Walsall 
sewage farm on August 16th. 

D U N L I N (Calidris alpina).—One on April 12th, seven on 
April 26th, five on August io th and n t h , two on August 16th, 
seven on the 20th and one on the 24th, all at Walsall sewage 
farm. 

CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—Three at Wolverhampton 
sewage farm on March 15th. On May 25th two were seen on 
a common near Enville apparently nesting, but on my next 
visit on July 22nd they had gone. F . FINCHER. 

COLOUR OF F E E T OF NESTLING DOTTEREL. 
I N A Practical Handbook (Vol. II . , Plate 9) I notice tha t the 
legs and feet of the nestling Dotterel (Ch. morinellus) are 
depicted as being distinctly yellowish. Surely an error ? 
At any rate, at the end of June, 1931, Mr. B. G. Harrison 
and I examined several nestlings (they were standing, of 
course) at close range through glasses, and another (which 
Harrison found) whilst in the hand, and all these had leaden-
coloured legs and feet. The beak also is similarly tinted. 
In the plate referred to it is too brown. 

J O H N W A L P O L E - B O N D . 

LITTLE STINT IN CO. DUBLIN IN F E B R U A R Y . 
O N February 13th, 1932, I saw a Little Stint {Calidris minuta) 
on the shore of the North Bull Bird Sanctuary, co. Dublin. 
I have no doubt about my identification. I have seen Little 
Stints before, though, of course, not at this time of the year, 
and I got quite close up to the bird. I t was with two Ringed 
Plovers and the diminutive size at once caught my attention. 
I saw its bill and watched it feeding and running on^the sand. 
When I approached nearer than 10 yards it flew off with the 
Ringed Plovers, but did not ut ter its call as they did. All 
three alighted about 50 yards away, and the Stint ran quickly 
to the lee of a large stone on the beach and remained very 
still until I again got quite near. There was a flock of sixty 
Sanderling and a larger flock of Dunlin not far away, and 
I was able to compare the relative sizes of the birds. As I 
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put the bird up twice, I should have noticed had the outer 
tail-feathers been white as in Temminck's Stint. 

P. G. K E N N E D Y . 
[So far as we know the Little Stint has only twice pre

viously been recorded in spring in Ireland, viz., a flock of five 
on Belfast Lough on March 26th, 1838, and a pair a t Malahide 
on May 26th, 1928 (Vol. X X I I , p. 44). The middle of 
February is an extraordinarily early date for the bird to be 
seen anywhere in the British Is les .—EDS.] 

BLACK-TAILED GODWITS IN DEVON IN JANUARY. 
O N January 28th, 1932, when walking down the Exe estuary 
from Topsham to Starcross, I flushed two Godwits from a 
shallow freshwater pool on an adjoining marsh. I naturally 
thought them to be Bar-tailed, which are occasionally seen 
here in the winter. Through my glasses, however, I was 
astonished to see the white wing-bars, white upper tail-
coverts, black tail and trailing legs, which proved them to be 
Black-tailed Godwits (Limosa I. limosa). 

The birds having settled on the estuary mud not far off, 
and close under a long high bank, I was fortunately able to 
get to within about 40 yards of them, and I flushed them, 
then and afterwards, several times, and so confirmed my 
first identification. 

I have noted the Black-tailed Godwit on the Exe estuary 
regularly every autumn for the past four years—and in 
parties varying from two to five. But a visit by this species 
to south Devon in mid-winter seems well worthy of record, 
and is apparently the first one for the county at that season 
of the year. " R. M. B Y N E . 

CHIFFCHAFF IN W I N T E R IN MERIONETHSHIRE.—Mr. E. H. T. 
Bible informs us that a Chiffchaff (Phylloscopus collybita), 
which presumably wintered in the district, was observed a t 
Aberdovey on January 24th, 1932, and was watched by 
himself and other observers on a number of subsequent 
occasions, while on March 5th it was heard to sing repeatedly. 

LATE SWIFT IN DERBYSHIRE.—Mr. C. M. Swaine informs 
us tha t he saw a Swift (Apus a. apus) in company with four 
House-Martins near Marple on October n t h , 1931. 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLE IN K E N T AND ISLE OF W I G H T . — C a p t . 
G. E. Took informs us that he has examined and confirmed the 
identification of the White-tailed Eagle (Haliceetus albicilla) 
which was unfortunately shot at Whitfield, near Dover, on 
March 8th, 1932. 

Mr. Hollis B. Fowler informs us that a White-tailed Eagle 
appeared between Ryde and Brading in the Isle of Wight a t 
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the end of January and was seen by a number of people, in 
particular by Mr. George Blacklock. The bird was observed 
almost daily during four or five weeks. It fed, partially at 
all events, on rabbits caught in wires. The bird was also 
seen fairly frequently on a large scavenger heap near St. 
Helens. Mr. Fry saw the bird preening itself in the middle 
of a large field at Ashey, near Ryde, and immediately col
lected some feathers, which were subsequently compared at 
the Natural History Museum and proved to be those of a 
White-tailed Eagle. It seems possible that this was the same 
bird as the one shot in Kent, and if so it is the more exas
perating, because sportsmen and others in the Isle of Wight 
took precautions to preserve the bird during its stay 
there, and for this they must have full credit.—EDS. 

QUAIL IN FLINTSHIRE.—With reference to Major Congreve's 
note (antea, p. 306) Mr. C. M. Swaine informs us that in 
August, 1931, he saw near Hendre two coveys of Quail, one 
consisting of two adults and seven young, and the other two 
adults and six young. 
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