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ORNITHOLOGICAL REPORT FOR NORFOLK 
FOR 1931. 

BY 

B, B. RIVIERE, F.R.C.S., F.Z.S., M.B.O.U. 

THE year 1931, like its predecessor, was notable for the 
mildness of its winter months. The only wintry weather, 
which occurred in the early part of the year, was between 
March 7th—nth, when there was a considerable fall of snow, 
and 30"—380 of frost were registered on the grass in Norwich 
(J. H. Willis). Another slight snowfall occurred on the 
night of April 17th, but had disappeared next morning. At 
the latter end open weather prevailed until the last three 
days of the year, when there were heavy falls of snow and 
hard frosts. An abnormally wet and cold summer was 
followed by an autumn equally exceptional for its long 
spell of fine, sunny weather. 

MIGRATION. 
Observations on migration during the year are, I fear, very 

meagre, except for those of my correspondent, Mr. S. G. 
Sharman, at the E. Dudgeon Light-ship, and, in view of the 
great interest attaching to records of the movements of 
birds seen at sea, I propose to give them almost in full. 

Many more spring records are required to complete our 
knowledge of migration as it concerns this coast, and the 
following notes from Mr. R. M. Garnett are therefore of 
particular interest :— 

March 20th.—Two parties of Rooks were seen to come in oft the 
sea during the morning at Cley from about due north and to pass 
inland over the marshes. A slight movement of Sky-Larks and 
Meadow-Pipits along the coast-line from W. to E. 

March 21st,—At 1.15 p.m. Grey Crows, Starlings and Lapwings 
were seen travelling E. along the coast-line at Kelling. The Lapwings 
were flying a t a great height, and as they passsed over were joined by a 
flock of between 60 and 80 which had been resting on a marsh, and 
rose up in wide circles to meet them. 

March 22nd.—Grey Crows travelling E., and Starlings, Linnets and 
Pied Wagtails coasting W. 

The Lapwing note is, I think, of considerable interest, as 
hitherto there have been no records of any movement 
suggesting a return in spring of the vast hordes of these birds 
which arrive on our coast from E. to W. in autumn (see 
A History of the Birds of Norfolk, p. xliii.). 

Another movement worthy of record was observed by 
Mr. G. Marples at Blakeney Point: between June 9th-July 2nd 
Swifts (almost daily), Starlings (almost daily), Curlews 
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(referred to later under classified notes), Lapwings (on 
June 25th-30th and July 1st), Redshanks (on June 27th and 
28th), Whimbrel (on June 23rd and 24th), Oyster-Catchers 
(on June 22nd and 23rd) and Swallows (on July 1st and 2nd), 
all being noted passing from E. to W. 

It is difficult to classify such a movement at this time 
of year. Similar migrations of Swifts on a very large scale 
have been noted before at the same season, notably in 1927, 
when vast numbers passed along our northern coast-line from 
E. to W., and down our eastern seaboard from N. toS. in the 
last three weeks of June (Brit. Birds, Vol. XXL, p. 243). 
One would be inclined to regard these Swifts as late spring 
passage migrants, but the direction of their flight from N. to 
S. at the eastern side of the coast-line, and the fact that 
similar migrations are not infrequently observed as late as 
July, makes this somewhat doubtful. 

As regards the other E. to W. travelling birds seen by 
Mr. Marples, it seems probable that these were early autumn 
migrants. 

The following are Mr. S. G. Sharman's notes from the 
E. Dudgeon Light-ship, which lies 21 miles N.N.E. of 
Blakeney. It may be mentioned that in all cases where the 
direction of flight is given this is " magnetic", the observa
tions being made by compass. 

March i8th-2oth.—" Crows " passing S.E. 
March 21st.—Large flocks of Starlings, and a few finches and waders 

at night. 
March 22nd.—Chaffinches flying W.S.W. These two days fine and 

misty. After this, every day a few Starlings and Chaffinches to W.S.W. 
April 6ih-ioth.—Big influx of birds every night, especially on the 

8th ; Starlings, finches and a few warblers which could not be identi
fied. " All the birds I saw invariably flew into the W.S.W. or W., 
with the exception of Crows, which flew their usual spring wav of 
S.E. or S.S.E". 

May 15th.—Willow-Wrens and four Turtle-Doves on board. (Wing 
sent to me which was that of a Willow-Warbler.—B.B.R.). 

May 16th.—Five Turtle-Doves on board. 
May igth.—Blue Tit came on board and flew off to W.S.W. A few 

Willow-Wrens. 
May 21st,—A few " Warblers". 
May 29th.—A Redstart. 
" The usual Swallows and Martins made the usual passage E. to W., 

and were seen in ones and twos practically every day between May 12th 
and June 12th. The warblers were fairly plentiful the first three weeks 
of May, but haven't seen any since the end of May. Seeing them mostly 
a t night in the rays of the lantern they are indistinguishable as regards 
species, and can only identify those which are killed or seen during the 
day". 

June 2$th.—Eleven Curlews, E. to W. 
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June 30th.—Lapwings, E. to W. 
July 1st.—Lapwings, E. to W. 
August iqth, 15th, ljth and 18th.—Swifts flying S.W. 
August list.—Tawnv Owl found on board. When disturbed flew 

off to S.W. 
August 28th and 29th.—Wheatears in twos and threes flying S.S.Wr. 

and S. 
August ^oth-September 2nd.—A few Willow-Wrens occurred each 

day singly and in twos and threes, and proceeded S.W. or S. 
September 3rd and qth.—A few Pied Wagtails and Pipits to W.S.W. 

and S.S.W. 
September 16th and ijth.—Willow-Wrens and Chaffinches around 

lantern at night. Calm and misty. 
October 3rd.—Flocks of finches and Starlings passing W.S.Wr. 
October 6th.—Ditto; Starlings in large flocks passing almost continu

ously. 
October 12th.—Large numbers of Starlings, Sky-Larks, Chaffinches 

and waders at night. Fog. 
October 13th.—Large flocks of Starlings and Chaffinches. Starlings 

proceeding from S.E. to N.W. 
November 12th.—Starlings at the lantern at night, but had vanished 

by daylight. 
November 14th.—Lapwings in flocks of about twenty all day from 

X.E. to S.W. 
November 15th.—Starlings and Sky-Larks most of the day flying 

between S.W. and W.S.W. Three Snow-Buntings came on board 
and after a short rest flew off to W.S.W. 

November 16th.—Starlings, Sky-Larks and Chaffinches to S.W. 
November 17th.—Large flocks of Rooks flying N.W., Starlings and 

Chaffinches S.W. " The Rooks were flying high and the Starlings low, 
and 1 actually saw these birds pass over each other". Long-eared 
Owl flying S.W. Ducks and waders at night. 

November igth.—Lapwings, Starlings and Chaffinches proceeding 
S.W. Waders at night. 

November 21st.—Lapwings proceeding S.W. 
November 2$th.—Long-eared Owl flying S.W. 
November 28th.—" Crows " passing N.W. 
December 12th.—Herd of about fifty Swans flying W. by S. just 

clear of the water. 
December 28th and 29th.—Few Starlings and Larks proceeding 

W.S.W. 
It may be recalled that in my History of the Birds of 

Norfolk (p. xli.) I stated that a line of flight from N.E. to S.W. 
across the North Sea, though usual for many waders, was 
one only rarely observed in the case of Passerine birds. It 
is always unwise to generalize, and, curiously enough, Mr. 
Sharman's notes from the E. Dudgeon for the past two 
seasons include many records of Passerine birds travelling 
in this direction. From this it may, perhaps, be inferred 
that more birds than I then thought probable do, in fact, 
make a direct passage from Scandinavia to the Norfolk coast. 

The nesting season of 1931, though distinctly a poor one 
for Pheasants and Partridges, seems to have been highly 
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successful as regards wild ducks. Ran worth and Hickling 
both beat their own previous duck-shooting records in 
August, the former with a bag of 436 on August 31st (H. J. 
Cator) and the latter with 322 on August 4th (Lord 
Desborough pp. J . Vincent). The Ran worth bag was made 
up of 367 Mallard, 35 Teal, 23 Shoveler, 5 Gadwall, 4 Garganey, 
1 Pochard, and 1 Tufted Duck (H.J.C.), while the Hickling 
total consisted of 301 Mallard, 11 Teal, 4 Shoveler, 3 Garganey, 
and 3 Pochards (J.V.). 

Amongst the more interesting occurrences during the 
year may be mentioned the nesting of the Blue-headed 
Wagtail and the probable nesting of the Ruff and Black-
necked Grebe, particulars of which will be found under 
Classified Notes. 

RAVEN (Corvus corax).—I learn from Mr. H. E. S. Upcher 
that on December 27th at Sheringham he " walked right 
on to " a Raven, which was investigating a dead rabbit, while 
a few days later it was seen by his keeper being mobbed by 
Rooks. This is, I think, a very interesting record, for except 
for a rather doubtful occurrence in 1911 (see A History of 
the Birds of Norfolk, p. 1) no Raven appears to have been 
reported in the county since the seventies of the last century. 

MAGPIE (Pica p. pica).—On October 3rd five Magpies were 
seen by Mr. D. Lack flying across some fields between 
Holkham Park and the sea—an occurrence somewhat 
suggestive of a migratory movement. 

GOLDEN ORIOLE (Oriolus 0. oriolus).—On May 30th a male 
Golden Oriole was seen by Major and Mrs. Cohen, and heard 
by Mr. R. M. Garnett, at Kelling. 

SISKIN (Carduelis spinus).—Siskins appear to have been 
abundant during the early months of the year and to have 
stayed rather later than usual. A flock of seventeen was seen 
at Bawsey by Mr. N. Tracy on March 22nd, and some in the 
same district by Mr. C. T. M. Plowright on the 23rd. On April 
2nd numbers were seen by Dr. S. H. Long in a fir wood at 
Kelling, and on the same day one was heard singing a t 
N. Wootton (Plowright). 

COMMON CROSSBILL (Loxia c. curvirostra).—1931 proved 
an unusually good year for Crossbills, numbers being reported 
during the nesting season in their usual haunts in the S.W. 
(N. Tracy and C. T. M. Plowright), while evidence was 
forthcoming of an extension of their breeding-range to the 
north. Two separate colonies appear to have nested in 
fir woods a few miles apart near the northern coast-line, and 
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in one of them, in company with Mr. R. M. Garnett, I saw 
a nest, on which the hen was sitting, on March 22nd. Unfor
tunately, upon the day of hatching, these eggs were taken, 
and the lining of the nest pulled out, probably by a squirrel 
or Jay (Garnett). 

BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL (Motacilla f. flava).—On May 25th 
my friend, Col. H. W. Madoc, who was staying with me, 
identified a male Blue-headed Wagtail, which appeared to 
be paired with a female, on some ground where several pairs 
of Yellow Wagtails were nesting. Unfortunately Col. Madoc 
was obliged to return home that day, but on the 26th I visited 
this locality and soon discovered the Blue-headed cock and 
his mate, and after a time was able to watch the latter on to 
a nest containing six eggs. The hen was a very drab, pale 
bird with a faint wash of green on the crown, eye-stripe 
faintly tinged with yellow, throat dirty white, and under-
parts yellow, and whether she was a Blue-headed or Yellow-
Wagtail I am not prepared to say. That the birds were 
paired there was no shadow of doubt. The cock twice called 
the hen off the nest as he flew over, and on one occasion when 
she joined him " displayed " to her. He also rested on a 
tussock immediately over the nest, and several times drove 
off a male Yellow Wagtail which appeared on the scene. 

The eggs hatched on May 30th, but unfortunately a 
torrential downpour of rain occurred the same night, and 
next morning the nest was found to be flooded and the young 
ones drowned. 

During next day, June 1st, the same female, accompanied 
by the Blue-headed male, was watched by a reliable observer 
building a second nest some 20 yards from the site of the 
first. This was duly completed, and contained six eggs 
when I saw it on June 13th. Four young were hatched on 
June 23rd, and were seen to be fed by the Blue-headed cock 
on the 25th. Two of the nestlings shortly afterwards disap
peared, but the remaining two, which were then almost 
fully feathered, were seen by my wife, Miss Barclay, Mrs. 
Wilson, Mr. Garnett and myself being fed by both parents on 
July 1st. 

The only previous record of this species nesting in the 
county is that of a pair, which with their nest and eggs are 
now in the Norwich Museum, shot by R. Vincent at Hickling 
on June n t h , 1894. The female of this pair, which I showed 
to Mr. Witherby some years ago, was considered by him to 
be a Yellow Wagtail. 
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G R E Y WAGTAIL (Motacilla c. cinerea).—It is now three 
seasons since the pair of Grey Wagtails which nested annually 
at Taverham Mill since 1923 ceased to do so. I learn from 
Capt. L. Lloyd, however, that a pair bred this year and reared 
a brood at Hellesdon, lower down the river. 

FIRE-CRESTED W R E N (Regulus i. ignicapillus).—One was 
identified by Mr. R. M. Garnett in a pine wood near the coast 
on March 21st (antea, Vol. XXIV. , p. 36). 

GREAT G R E Y SHRIKE (Lanius excubitor).—One was seen 
on April 6th at N. Wootton by Dr. C. T. M. Plowright. 

RED-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius c. collurio).—On May 27th a 
male—the wings and skull of which were sent me by Mr. 
S. G. Sharman—came on board the Outer Dowsing Light
ship, where it died of exhaustion. 

During the summer Mr. R. M. Garnett showed me two 
nests of this species, both of which were built in gorse bushes 
—a rather unusual situation in my experience. 

W A X W I N G (Bomby•cilia garrulus).—One was received by 
Mr. E. C. Saunders from Rollesby on April 1st. During the 
late autumn a considerable arrival took place, of which it is 
pleasant to record that few were shot—a very different story 
to that one would have had to tell twenty years back ! 

The first to come under observation was picked up under 
some telegraph wires at Kelling on November 3rd (R. M. 
Garnett), this being the earliest date which I can find recorded 
for a Waxwing in Norfolk. 

On November 8th four were seen feeding on the berries of 
a mountain ash in a garden in College Road, Norwich. This 
was visited almost daily for the next few weeks, seven being 
seen here on the 29th, and three—for the last time—on 
December 6th (H. J . Howard). On November 22nd two 
were seen at Kelling (R. M. Garnett). On December 7th 
eight were seen by Mr. E. C. Saunders on a thorn tree in 
Yarmouth, on the 8th six, and on the 13th three in another 
garden in Norwich (H. J. Howard), while Mr. H. E. S. Upcher 
reported " several " at Sheringham at the end of this month. 
The only specimen I saw which found its way into the hands 
of a taxidermist was sent in from Rockland during November. 

BARRED WARBLER (Sylvia n. nisoria).—On August 25th 
one was seen at Blakeney Point by Miss M. Barclay, and on 
September 24th and 25th one on Cley beach by Miss Barclay 
and Messrs. E. C. Arnold and D. Lack. 

FIELDFARE (Turdus pilaris).—An exceptionally late speci
men was seen at Kelling by Mr. E. Cohen on May 30th, and 
by Mr. R. M. Garnett on May 31st (antea, p. 106), while an 
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unusually early autumn immigrant was seen in the " bushes " 
on Cley beach by Mr. D. Lack on September 22nd. 

CONTINENTAL SONG-THRUSH (Tardus ph. philomelus).— 
Two interesting recoveries in Norfolk of Song-Thrushes 
ringed on the Continent were reported during the year. 

The first, ringed September 15th, 1929, on the Isle of 
Mellum at the mouth of the river Weser, Germany, was 
recovered near Diss on March 13th, 1931. 

The second, which was caught and ringed during migration 
on Heligoland on October 1st, 1930, was picked up at Witton, 
having been killed by a motor-car, by Mr. H. A. Greatorex 
on May 13th, 1931 (antea, p. 124). This seems an unusually 
late date for a Continental Song-Thrush to be still in Norfolk. 
Mr. Greatorex, who dissected it, tells me that the ovaries 
were no larger than mustard seeds. The skin, which he 
kindly sent me, was that of a typical specimen of the 
Continental race. 

REDWING (Turdus musicus).—One was seen by Mr. D. Lack 
on Cley beach on September 21st—an unusually early arrival. 

BLACKBIRD (Turdus m. merula).—One ringed as a nestling 
by Mr. Garnett at Kelling on May 21st, 1930, was reported 
at Castletown-Bere (Cork), Ireland, on January 15th, 1931 
(antea, p. 50). 

COMMON REDSTART (Phcenicurus ph. phcenicurus).—There 
is some evidence that the Redstart is slowly increasing as a 
summer visitor to the N.E. division of the county, while in 
the S.W. it has never become really uncommon. 

On April 26th Mr. N. Tracy heard no less than five males 
singing in the parishes of Attlebridge, Felthorpe, and 
Hainford. 

At Kelling one nest was found and another cock heard 
singing in the locality (R. M. Garnett). Lastly, I found a 
pair breeding at Dunston, within 4 miles of Norwich, a 
locality where, so far as I know, they have not nested for 
many years. These last were feeding young just out of the 
nest on June 19th. 

BLUETHROAT (Luscinia svecica).—The only Bluethroat 
reported to me was one seen by Mr. J. Vincent at Hickling 
on September 13th. 

HEDGE-SPARROW (Prunella modularis).-—Mr. E. C. Saunders 
tells me that on October 9th he found unusually large numbers 
of Hedge-Sparrows, suggesting a migratory arrival, in some 
allotment gardens at Yarmouth. 

BLACK-BELLIED DIPPER (Cinclus cinclus).-—One was seen at 
Castle Rising on December 15th and 16th by Mr. C. T. M. 
Plowright. 
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SWALLOW (Hirundo r. ntstica).—Several Swallows were 
reported in the county during December, the previous month 
having been one of unusually mild and sunny weather. The 
latest was seen at Aylsham on December 17th (G. O. Wheeler, 
Eastern Daily Press, December 18th). 

HOOPOE (Ufa-pa e, epops).—One was seen at Hickling from 
September i3th-2ist (J. Vincent), one at Thornham early in 
October (V. Ames), and one by Col. Worship at Martham 
about the middle of the same month. 

KINGFISHER (Akedo a. ispida).—One which had killed 
itself against the lantern of the Inner Dowsing Light-ship 
on the night of September 17th was forwarded to me by 
Mr. S. G. Sharman. 

LONG-EARED OWL (Asio 0. otus).—On October 15th Mr. 
E. C. Saunders of Yarmouth received a Long-eared Owl which 
had flown on board a herring-drifter 10 miles N.E. of Happis-
burgh, where it died of exhaustion. 

RED-FOOTED FALCON (Falco vesperiinus).—At Hickling on 
September 21st Mr. J. Vincent watched from a distance of 
10 or 15 yards a Red-footed Falcon, which, from its 
conspicuously white forehead and throat and heavily barred 
tail, he considered to be a bird of the year. It was hawking 
insects, including dragon-flies, on a newly-mown marsh, and 
resting meanwhile on a gate post. 

COMMON BUZZARD (Buteo b. buteo).—Unusually large 
numbers of Common Buzzards were met with during the late 
autumn. Mr. Gunn received four in November, two of 
which are in the Norwich Museum, and during the same 
month several were seen at Cley and Blakeney (W. A. Payn). 
One was seen by Dr. S. H. Long at Holkham, and one by 
Col. J. Barclay at Scoulton in December, whilst two regularly 
frequented Rackheath Park, where orders were given for 
their protection, from October until the end of the year 
(Sir E. Stracey)*. 

MARSH-HARRIER (Circus as, aruginosus).—Three pairs are 
known to have nested in the county in 1931—two in the 
usual locality, and one on a marsh in the Bure valley some 
miles away (C. Dallas). Two of these nests were exceptionally 
early so far as past Norfolk records go. The first nest found 
by Mr. J. Vincent had three eggs on April 18th and six on 
April 24th. The second pair arrived on this ground on 
April 20th (J. Vincent) and their nest contained four eggs 
when I saw it on May 13th. Unfortunately the cock of this 
pair disappeared, having probably been shot outside the 
protected area, and the female appearing unable to procure 
sufficient food for the young unaided, these died. The nest 

* There was also an unusual number in Essex in the winter 
of 1931-2.—EDS. 
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found by Mr. Dallas contained three nestlings and one egg 
on May 14th. 

MONTAGU'S HARRIER (C. pygargus).—Five pairs bred in 
their usual locality in the Broads district (J. Vincent). 

HEN-HARRIER (C. cyaneus).—Mr. J. Vincent reports that 
a female frequented Hickling throughout the winter, where 
she was joined by a male towards the end of April. The 
two were seen together on May 4th, but left a few days later. 
On March 10th one was seen over Cley Marshes (R. M. 
Garnett), and on November 20th and 25th one at Scolt Head 
(J. Ferrier). 

SPARROW-HAWK (Accipiter n. nisus).—At Scratby on 
October 26th Miss J. Ferrier watched a Sparrow-Hawk fly 
straight in off the sea, while on the 28th another—a male in 
juvenile plumage—was shot as it came in from the sea at 
Yarmouth (E. C. Saunders). 

The following occurrence was related to me by Mr. J. 
Vincent. On April 22nd he saw a female Sparrow-Hawk 
carrying with difficulty a large bird, which, on being frightened, 
she let go. The victim proved to be an adult Lapwing which, 
on being released, flew away and settled on a marsh. Here, 
later in the day, Mr. Vincent found it in a dying condition, 
with a deep wound in the back, from which the feathers 
had also been stripped. 

OSPREY (Pandion halicetus).—The only Osprey reported 
during the year was one seen over Barton Broad on August 
27th (J. Bagallay, antea, p. 58). 

SPOONBILL [Platalea I. leucorodia).—The only Spoonbills 
reported during the year were visitants to Breydon, where 
one stayed from June ist-5th, and five were seen on August 
28th (W. Bulldeath). 

FLAMINGO (Phcenicopterns r. antiquomm).—On May 23rd 
a Flamingo arrived on Salthouse Broad, where I saw it both 
feeding and on the wing on the 24th. It was seen every day 
for the next fortnight, either on Salthouse or Cley Marshes, 
and left on June 7th (R. Bishop). 

WHOOPER SWAN (Cygnus cygnus).—On May 24th—a most 
unusual date—I watched an adult on Salthouse Broad. It 
appeared to be uninjured, and on being put up circled over 
the broad and settled again at the further end. 

BARNACLE-GOOSE (Branta leucopsis).—This goose is suffi
ciently uncommon in Norfolk to justify recording a skein of 
ten seen by Mr. R. M. Garnett on Cley Marsh on November 
23rd, and another of six seen at Wells on December 25th 
(T. Cringle pp. W. A. Payn). 
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GARGANEY (Anas querquedula).—The greatly increased 
number of Garganeys which nested in the county in 1928 and 
1929 has been maintained—if not increased—in each 
succeeding summer. This year the number breeding at 
Hickling and Ranworth appears to have been well up to that 
of 1930 (J. Vincent and Capt. H. J. Cator). One pair were 
again observed on Cley Marsh, where they probably nested, 
while another pair were seen during the summer, and two 
shot on August 1st on Scolt Head (S. H. Long). 

LEACH'S FORK-TAILED PETREL (Oceanodroma I. leucorrhoa). 
—One was killed in Blakeney harbour on October 15th 
(W. A. Payn), and another near Yarmouth on October 23rd 
(E. C. Saunders). 

BLACK-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps n, nigricollis).—On 
August 27th Miss M. Barclay telephoned me to say that she 
and Mr. W. B. Alexander had that day seen a pair of Black-
necked Grebes accompanied by what appeared to be a fully-
grown young one on one of the W. Norfolk meres. My wife 
and 1 visited this mere on August 30th, and with glasses 
soon picked up a Black-necked Grebe, which was diving 
and feeding two young ones as large as itself. The light was 
extremely bad, the birds being between us and a low sun, but 
the black head, neck and back, and chestnut flanks of the 
old bird were at times clearly visible. The young ones in 
the bad light appeared an almost uniform golden-brown as 
regards the head and neck, with darker mantles, but their 
underparts were never visible. These kept up an incessant 
cry, " Ckee-chee-chee-ckee ", and each time the old bird came 
up after diving scuttled across the water to be fed. Just 
before we left they were joined by a fourth bird. The 
newcomer neither fed the young nor was fed itself, and the 
sun being now so low that all four birds looked almost black, 
it was impossible to say whether this was a second adult or 
a third young one. 

Whether these Grebes ever commence their autumnal 
migration accompanied by their young whilst these are still 
being fed I do not know, but if indeed these were young 
Black-necked Grebes, it certainly appears probable that 
they were hatched somewhere in the neighbourhood. That 
they were not bred on the mere on which they were 
seen seems certain, for this has little or no cover, and is, 
moreover, so frequently under observation that it is impossible 
they should have escaped notice. There are, however, some 
private meres near by which are seldom visited, and which 
are suitable in every way for nesting purposes. The very 
distinct " golden " tinge of these young birds, anyhow as seen 
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by me in the bad light, certainly does not tally with the 
description of the juvenile Black-necked Grebe in Witherby's 
Practical Handbook, and is, of course, characteristic of the 
young Dabchick and it is, I suppose, conceivable that a 
brood of the latter had been adopted, and were being fed, by 
this pair of Black-necks. Mr. W. B. Alexander's note of the 
young bird seen by him on August 27th, taken down at the 
time, is as follows : " Head and neck golden-brown, darker 
on crown, mantle and wings blackish, flanks and under tail-
coverts whitish". He tells me he feels sure it was not a 
young Dabchick, while Miss Barclay, who had more powerful 
glasses, stated that she could see the upturned tilt of the bill so 
characteristic of the Black-necked Grebe. As a record of 
the breeding of the Black-necked Grebe in Norfolk, however, 
I feel that the verdict must remain " unproven ". 

TURTLE-DOVE (Streptopelia i. iurtur),—Last heard cooing 
on August 15th. A late specimen was shot—in mistake for 
a Wood-Pigeon (!)—on October 1st at Woodbastwick. 

DOTTEREL (Ckaradrius morinellus).—On March 22nd a 
single Dotterel in winter plumage appeared on a heath near 
the coast-line, where it remained until the 24th (R. M. Garnett, 
antea, Vol. XXIV., p. 372). Mr. Garnett kindly showed me 
this bird on the 22nd. In my experience this is an unusually 
early date for this species in Norfolk, but it is interesting to 
note that both Sir Thomas Browne and Messrs. Gurney and 
Fisher give March as the usual month for its arrival. 

RUFF (Philomachus pugnax).—Large numbers of Ruffs 
and Reeves passed through the Hickling area in April, a 
flock estimated at 100 being seen one day by Mr. J. Vincent. 
A single pair stayed on a marsh throughout May and June, 
and although no nest was found Mr. Vincent tells me he feels 
sure they bred and hatched some young ones, for about mid-
June the Reeve used to mob him whenever he went on this 
marsh. 

GREY PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius).—One was seen 
on Salthouse Broad on November 30th (W. A. Payn). 

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE {Ph. lobatus).—One was seen 
swimming in the sea off Cley Beach on September 27th 
(R. M. Garnett). 

AVOCET (Recurvirostra avosetta).—No Avocets appear to 
have visited our coast during the spring passage, but several 
arrived in the autumn and stayed until unusually late in the 
season. The first was seen by Mr. A. H. Patterson near 
Cantlcy on the Yare on July 23rd, and on August 12th two 
appeared on Salthouse. Broad (R. M. Garnett). On 
September 13th two were seen flying west along Clev beach 
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(D. Lack), and on the 25th one was again seen at Salthouse 
{R. M. Garnett). On October 13th there were three on 
Salthouse Broad (T, Hyde Parker) and on the 20th the same 
number on Cley Marsh (F. R. Ratcliff). Of these one disap
peared, but the other two stayed on the marshes throughout 
the rest of this month and the whole of November, being last 
seen by Mr. Ratcliff on November 30th. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT (Limosa I. limosa).—A solitary-
bird in full breeding plumage, first seen by Mr. Garnett on 
April 1st, spent the greater part of this month on Salthouse 
Broad, where I saw it on April 22nd. 

COMMON CURLEW (Numenius a. arquata).—A remarkable 
migration of Curlew was witnessed on the coast during the 
last ten days of June. Mrs. G. H. Wilson noted flocks 
passing E. to W. at Blakeney Point on June 20th, 23rd, 25th, 
and 26th, and Mr. G. Marples from the same observation 
point on June 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th, 28th and 30th. On the 
25th flocks were travelling E. to W. during the greater part 
of the day at Mundesley (R. C. Bell), while on the same day 
a flock of eleven passed the E. Dudgeon Light-ship following 
the same course (S. G. Sharman). It may be recalled that a 
migration of Curlews in a similar direction on a very large scale 
was observed on the Norfolk coast on June 25th and 26th, 
1929 (antea, Vol. XXIII., p. 287). 

WOODCOCK (Scolopax r. rusticola).-—An early arrival was 
flushed by Mr. D. Lack in the " bushes " on Cley beach on 
September 26th. 

SANDWICH TERN (Sterna s. sandvicensis).—A fair number 
of birds arrived at Blakeney Point, but after four pairs had 
laid one egg each the whole colony left and did not return. 
The largest number bred at Salthouse, 380 young ones being 
ringed in this colony by Mr. Garnett, while at Scolt Head 
over 200 nests were counted by Dr. S. H. Long. 

Several interesting recoveries of birds ringed as nestlings in 
Norfolk were reported in 1931 from West Africa (antea, 
pp. 77 and 331). 

ROSEATE TERN (S. d: dougallii).—One pair hatched off 
successfully in the Scolt Head colony (C. Chestney). 

ARCTIC TERN (S. macrura).—One, which came into my 
possession, was picked up dead by Mr. Holman at Salthouse 
on May 8th. 

LITTLE GULL (Lams minuttts).—On May 13th an adult was 
seen at Hickling by Col. Madoc, J. Vincent and myself, while 
on September 13th and 21st one in juvenile plumage was 
seen at Cley by Mr. D. Lack. 
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SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (L.fuscus).— 
Mr. R. M. Garnett tells me that he identified an adult of this 
dark mantled race at Blakeney on July 31st. 

GLAUCOUS GULL (L. hyperboreus).—An immature bird was 
shot on Cley beach on December 7th (W. A. Payn). 

ICELAND GULL (L. leucopterus).—An immature Iceland 
Gull was identified at Weybourne on November 5th by Mr. 
R. M. Garnett, who described it as " the size of a Herring-
Gull with which it was swimming, oatmeal in colour, with 
wings extended slightly beyond the tail." (R.M.G. in litt.). 

LITTLE AUK (Alle a. Me).—One was seen by Mr. Garnett 
at Kelling on March 10th, while on July 31st, a most unusual 
date, a fresh specimen was found washed up on the beach at 
Bacton (J. Beddall-Smith, antea, p. 138). 

COMMON CRANE (Grus g. grus).—On the afternoon of 
May 6th a Common Crane arrived on Salthouse Marshes, 
where it was seen by Messrs. R. M. Garnett, S. H. Long, 
J. Vincent and others. It left again early next morning, 
flying away in an easterly direction (Holman). On May 13th, 
one, probably the same bird, appeared at Hickling (J. Vincent), 
after which it was seen no more. 

From information elicited by Mr. Garnett it would appear 
probable that this bird was one which had escaped from 
captivity in Sussex. 

LAND-RAIL (Crex crex).—One was heard " craking " in a 
grass field at Hemsby, between May 25th and June 6th, but 
although a thorough search was made no nest was discovered 
(Miss J. Ferrier). A number, as usual, passed through 
during the autumn. I saw two flushed when Partridge 
shooting at Paston during the latter part of September, while 
Sir E. Stracey tells me he saw one when shooting at Salhouse 
on October 1st, and another at Thorpe, within half a mile of 
Norwich, on October 2nd. 

COMMON PARTRIDGE (Perdix p. perdix).—Two examples— 
both males—of the erythristic variety, called by Brisson 
Perdix Montana, were received by Mr. E. C. Saunders from 
Bylaugh on December 8th. It is curious how this variety 
continues to crop up at intervals of a few years, and always 
within a limited and well-defined area of the county. These 
two bring the number recorded up to thirty, the last having 
been shot at Bylaugh on October 5th, 1926. 

QUAIL (Cotumix c. cotumix).—A pair were seen and heard 
from time to time during the summer in the neighbourhood 
of Salthouse, but, so far as I am aware, no nest was found. 

On September 5th two were shot out of a bevy of about ten, 
which were flushed in a field of peas at Massingham (Col. 
O. Birkbeck). 
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