
NOTES 
THE DIPPER IN COUNTY DURHAM. 

IN the Practical Handbook of British Birds, Vol. I., p. 501, 
it is stated that " the British Dipper (Cinclus c, gularis) is 
very scarce in . . . Durham". This statement is certainly 
misleading, as the Dipper is plentifully distributed on the 
banks of a large number of our Durham streams. It is only 
on the lower reaches of our rivers and on such of their tribu
taries as have been polluted by sewage, or by the waters 
pumped from collieries, that the Dipper is absent. 

In my experience the Dipper clings to its old breeding 
haunts on our streams long after increasing industrialism 
and river pollution have driven out its usual companions, 
the Grey Wagtail and the Sandpiper—the last-mentioned 
being always the first of the trio to desert the district. 

GEORGE W. TEMPERLEY. 

THE SOUNDS PRODUCED BY THE LONG-EARED 
OWL. 

MAINLY a nocturnal " musician", the Long-eared Owl 
(Asia 0. otus) voices a varied vocabulary, some of the sounds 
produced, moreover, being extraordinary. 

Taking the adults first, we find used :— 
I. A cry greatly resembling the squeal of some small 

mammal in difficulties, as, for instance, when in 
intense fear or agony. 

II. A sound suggestive, of caterwauling, with an element 
of pigs squealing thrown in. 
NOTE.—Both the above are something like the 

" sharm " of the Water-Rail. 
III. A noise recalling the ordinary growl of a cat. 
IV. A sort of wail like the baying of a hound heard 

subdued by distance. 
V. A muffled moan, which may be syllabled as " hagh " 

(prolonged). 
VI. A single, short, lugubrious, bleating hoot or " halloa", 

repeated time after time at short intervals. 
VII. A kwaking utterance. 

VIII. Hissing. 
IX. Mandible-cracking. 
X. Wing-clapping, especially in the season of courtship. 

XI. A sound which may be likened to a number of 
small pieces of metal being jingled together in 
a bag for a few seconds. 

Of the above, I have heard Nos. L, III., VII., VIII. and IX. 
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in broad daylight when the " nest " has been menaced, 
though usually only the last three. I may add, however, 
tha t only now and again—and then, text", generally when 
owlets are present—are Long-eared Owls hysterical by day. 

Owlets, besides employing sounds VIII . , IX. and X L , 
possess a wail like that of a child in pain as well as a creaking 
sigh which may more or less be imitated by drawing a slightly 
muffled slate-pencil sharply across a slate. At times the 
latter cry recalls a prolonged edition of the " te " of the 
Golden Plover. J O H N W A L P O L E - B O N D . 

WHITE-TAILED EAGLES IN DEVON. 
O N March 13th, 1932, Mr. Stuart Lovell and three companions 
saw two Eagles on the Exmoor coastal road, about one mile 
from the Hunter 's Lodge, between Ilfracombe and Lynton, 
north Devon. One of the birds flew over the moorland, 
while the other flew a little distance over the sea, then returned 
and alighted on a post, where it remained for some time, 
giving the observers a near and clear view of it. The descrip
tion given me by Mr. Lovell of these " gigantic birds", as he 
termed them, leaves no doubt of their being Haliceetus albicilla. 

STANLEY L E W I S . 

[Mr. H. B. Fowler informs us tha t the White-tailed Eagle 
reported from the Isle of Wight (antea, p . 338) was seen again 
on several occasions about a fortnight after the one was shot 
in K e n t . — E D S . ] 

W H I T E STORK IN HAMPSHIRE. 
DURING the summer of 1931 a White Stork (Ciconia ciconia) 
appeared at Southwick Village, and was apparently fired at, 
as it had a broken leg and a tipped wing. After it had been 
a week about the fields, a man killed the bird to put it out 
of its misery, it being very emaciated. 

Thinking it was a Heron (Ardea cinerea) he tied it up in a 
tree as a scarecrow, where it remained all the winter till March 
5th, 1932, when my friend, Mr. J . W. Stares, saw it, and 
asked for the body, which he brought to me. I t may, of 
course, have been an escape from captivity, but there is no 
evidence of this. GREGORY M. MATHEWS. 

COMMON SCOTERS IN MIDDLESEX. 
T H E Common Scoter (Oidemia n. nigra) is not an infrequent 
visitor to inland waters, especially at this time of year on 
the spring migration. The numbers are usually small, 
however, ones, twos, or threes. We were therefore fortunate 
when on April 3rd, 1932, at Staines, with Mr. F. R. Finch, 
we saw a flock of no less than sixteen birds of this species, 
thirteen of these being males and three females. They were 
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on the North Reservoir, and once or twice some of the males 
played up to and pursued the females. G. CARMICHAEL LOW. 

W. E. GLEGG. 
VELVET-SCOTER INLAND IN ESSEX. 

ACCOMPANIED by Messrs. E. Mann and R. W, Pethen, I 
visited the Walthamstow Reservoirs on February 20th, 1932, 
and we saw a Velvet-Scoter (Oidemia f. fused). We again 
saw the bird there on March 19th. I informed Mr. A. Holte 
Macpherson, who, accompanied by Mr. J. P. Hardiman, went 
to these reservoirs on April 6th and identified the bird as 
a young drake. 

Mr. W. E. Glegg recorded the occurrence of three Velvet-
Scoters, seen by him in 1929 on these reservoirs (anfea, 
Vol. XXII., p. 375), but added that he knew of no previous 
inland occurrences of the species in Essex. W. A. WKK.UT. 

GREENSHANK IN SURREY. 
ON April 3rd, 1932, at 9.55 a.m., I flushed a Greenshank 
(Tringa ncbularia) from No. 5 Reservoir at Barn Elms. Tins, 
at the moment, is partially empty for cleaning purposes and 
a very attractive area of mud is present at the foot of the 
concrete emplacement. It was on this the bird was feeding. 
It flew round several times calling, and then disappeared in 
a north-westerly direction. So far as I know this is the 
second record of this species for Barn Elms, A. Holte 
Macpherson having reported an example on August 15th, 
1925 {London Naturalist, 1925, p. 34). G. CARMICHAEL LOW. 

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT IN ANGLESEY. 
ON March 20th, 1932, Col. G. R. Newton, my wife and I 
watched for some time a Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa I. 
limosa) by the edge of a small land-locked pool by the highway 
in the Malldraeth Estuary, Anglesey. Within a few yards 
there was also a passing Greenshank {Tringa nebularia). 
The Black-tailed Godwit has been recorded only once before 
in Anglesey—in May, 1886 (Forrest : Vert. Fauna of N. 
Wales) ; and there is indeed only one other instance recorded 
of its occurrence in N. Wales in spring—in April, 1909, in 
Merioneth (Forrest : Handbook to Vert. Fauna). 

In Lancashire and Cheshire, too, it is rarely seen in spring, far 
more frequently during the autumn migration. A. W. BOYD. 

RECOVERY OF MARKED BIRDS.—Correction.—At the top of 
page 330 " Redshank {continued) " should read CURLEW 
{continued). In the last entry under Lapwing, p. 329 (ring-
No. W.5332), the date of ringing should read 6.6.27. 

BARNACLE-GOOSE IN DEVONSHIRE.—Mr. W. Walmesley 
White informs us that on March 30th, 1932, a Barnacle-Goose 
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(Branta leucopsis) appeared on the Otter estuary, but remained 
only one day. Mr. White was convinced it was a wild bird, 
and remarks that this goose is a rare visitor to Devon. 

GREAT CRESTED GREBE ENQUIRY.—Owing to the very large 
amount of material sent in, the preparation of the Report on 
this enquiry has proved to be a lengthy task, but it is hoped 
that it will be ready for publication early in the new volume. 
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