
TOTES 
CROSSBILL BREEDING IN BRECONSHIRE. 

FOLLOWING the many reports of Crossbills (Loxia c. ctir-
virostra) during the winter of 1929-30 and again in the autumn 
of 1930 in various parts of the country, I determined to keep 
a special look out for them in Brcconshire. It was not, how
ever, until January 28th, 1931, that I first saw any and on 
that date about ten birds appeared at Garth, near Builth. 
Here we have a fair number of Scots firs round the house as 
well as several good-sized plantations of larch and spruce 
about ten years old. 

After this date I saw Crossbills every few days. On March 
26th they seemed to be in pairs, and on April n t h T watched 
a pair building at the end of a fir bough close to my house. 

I saw the bird lay its first foundation of dry grass. In the 
evening the nest was well advanced and the bird was still 
building at 4.30 p.m. The hen did all the work, the cock 
accompanying her to and from the nest. 

On the next day she was busy building the exterior of 
the nest with twigs torn off an adjoining fir. The twigs were 
carefully interwoven and a large piece of sheep's wool hanging 
in the tree also went into the foundation of the nest. Besides 
the pair with the nest there were four cocks and two hens on 
an alder tree close by. 

On the 14th the Crossbill was lining her nest. It was lined 
with fine grasses and a few feathers. On the 16th it seemed 
perfectly ready for eggs, but the first egg was not laid until 
the 18th, exactly a week after the nest was begun. Eventu
ally three eggs were laid. 

I believe that this is the first occasion the bird has been 
recorded as breeding in Breconshire. A. T. WILSON. 

FIRE-CRESTED WREN IN WESTMORLAND. 
Ox April 17th, 1932, I saw a Fire-crested Wren (Regulus 
ignicapillus) at Glenridding, Ullswater, Westmorland. The 
bird was indifferent to my presence, and I was able to identify 
it at close quarters. 

On April 24th a local ornithologist reported a Firecrest 
about a quarter of a mile from where I saw mine, though 
whether the same bird it is impossible to say. The last 
Firecrest I saw in the neighbourhood was in December, 1929, 
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but have never before hoard of one at this time of the 
year. H. J. MOON. 
MISTLE-THRUSH BUILDING SECOND NEST ON SAME 

SPOT AS FIRST. 
Ox April 7th, 1932, at Trefnant, Denbighshire, I found a 
typical wool-adorned nest of a Mistle-Thrush (Turdus v. 
viscivoms), some 10 feet from the ground and near the end 
of a Scots fir branch. It contained four considerably incu
bated eggs, which were collected, and the nest was removed, 
examined and thrown away. On April 18th I noticed again 
another nest in exactly the same spot as the one already 
destroyed. Since it was not wool-decorated, I presumed it 
to be a Blackbird's and did not trouble to look into it. On 
May 3rd a Mistle-Thrush was seen sitting in this nest and, on 
examination, it was found to contain four eggs which looked 
to be nearly hatching. Innumerable nesting-sites were 
available in neighbouring fir trees, and it is therefore remark
able that this pair of birds should have re-built at once, in the 
EXACT spot where they had already lost a nest and eggs. 

On April 12th in the same garden I inspected a Mistlc-
Thrush's nest containing newly-hatched young. On May 3rd 
I found that this nest contained three fresh eggs. The 
outside of the nest looked faded and old, but the inside 
was quite clean and fresh. W. M. CONGKEVE. 

SONG-THRUSH BREEDING ON BARE GROUND. 
Ox April 4th, 1932, I found four eggs of a Song-Thrush 
{Turdus ph. clarkei) laid on the bare earth with no traces of a 
nest of any description, except for a slight depression that 
had evidently been scraped by the bird. 

There was no herbage to hide the sitting bird, which could be 
seen very plainly from quite a distance. The spot was quite 
sheltered in a nursery between thick hedges on a plot of care
fully cleared ground at Langley, near Slough. G. H. STOCK. 

PURPLE HERON IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON April 20th, 1932, a Heron in a very weak condition was 
seen by my children standing by a stream about a mile from 
Haverfordwest. On the 23rd the bird was found dead very 
near the same spot and was brought in to me. It proved to 
be a mature female Purple Heron (Ardea purpurea), and 1 sent 
it to the National Museum of Wales, Cardiff. GUY S. HAINES. 

[We are informed that the plumage of the bird was in good 
condition, but that it was extremely emaciated and that it 
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had lost its right eye, which had been badly lacerated. Mr. 
A. Thomas, of the National Museum, informs us that the 
stomach contained a common shrew's skull. 

While being examined at the Museum a parasitic bird-fly 
was found in its plumage, and as this was obviously different 
from the British Ornithomyia avicularia L., it was sent by the 
Department of Zoology to Mr. J. E. Collin, a well-known 
authority on the Diptera. Mr. Collin identifies it as Olfersia 
ardece Macquart. This fly has not previously been recorded in 
Britain, but Mr. Collin states that it has been taken off various 
species of Herons from Africa, Sicily, Italy and Moravia. 

Except for one recorded as having been killed many years 
ago in Breconshire, we know of no other reported occurrence 
of the Purple Heron in Wales.—EDS.] 

BIRDS AT NORTH WORCESTERSHIRE RESERVOIRS, 
1930 AND 1931. 

MR. BETTS has recorded Black Terns that occurred in August, 
1931, at the Bittell reservoirs, and a Great Northern Diver 
seen in January, 1932. 

No other records, I think, have been published since the 
end of 1929. The following notes cover the two years, 1930 
and 1931. They are based on the observations of several 
observers. 

Goosanders (M. merganser) have been present each winter. 
In the early months of 1930 one, at least, seemed to be 
constantly present; on January 15th there were two drakes ; 
on February 12th and 22nd three, only one being a drake, and 
on March 19th, 22nd and 24th again three. None were seen 
later. In 1931 a pair were present during January, February 
and March, and three (two drakes) were seen on January 10th 
and February 28th. At 12.15 on the latter date all three left 
the water and flew away to the north. The pair were still 
present on March 21st and one on April 1st. 

Other unusual ducks appeared during 1931: a Sheld-Duck 
(T. tadoma) was seen on March 21st, a drake Pintail (A. acuta) 
(possibly also a duck) on March 26th, and a pair of Garganey 
(A. querquedula) stayed from April 20th to 22nd ; one was 
also seen in June, and a pair on September 21st; a Common 
Scoter (0. nigra) was seen on April 20th, and another—a very 
pale and very small bird, hardly larger than a Tufted Duck— 
remained from late November till at least December 17th. 

Shoveler (S. clypeata) and Goldeneye (B. clangula) are much 
.less regular at these reservoirs than they are 25 miles away in 
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Staffordshire. A pair or two of the former usually appear in 
April. Their winter visits are very occasional, and in autumn 
they are irregular. In the autumn of 1931 they were more 
in evidence than usual, and on October 8th there were six. 
Goldeneye usually occur singly, most frequently in November, 
or in March and April. During 1931 both a drake and a duck 
Pochard (N. ferina) were seen during the breeding-season, 
but they were not observed together, and there was no 
evidence of nesting. 

The only one of the three rarer Grebes seen during these 
two years was an Eared Grebe (P. nigricollis) in full plumage 
on April 6th, 1930. 

Waders have been scarce, owing to lack of open mud. 
Lapwings and Snipe are regular of course, and Redshanks 
and Common Sandpipers appear in small numbers on migra
tion each year. On July 21st, 1930, with driving rain from 
the west, a party of six Sanderlings (C. alba) was observed 
flying round the reservoir about noon ; five of the six flew 
away in a north-easterly direction. Three days later a 
Curlew (Ar. arquata) was seen flying south ; others have been 
noted in spring. In 1931 single Dunlins (C. alpina) were 
observed in April and May. 

During the summer of 1931, Terns, apparently all Arctic 
(S. macrura), were seen at surprising times. One was present 
on May 6th, one on May 30th and two on June 17th. These 
two, undoubtedly Arctic, judging both from the cries they 
made and the wing-pattern, were watched both at rest on 
buoys and playing together high in the air, as if courting. 

Apart from occasional Black-headed Gulls during the winter 
and Lesser Black-backs passing in springtime, the only other 
Gull observed in either year was a Common Gull (L. canus) 
in immature plumage, seen on May 5th, 1930. 

H. G. ALEXANDER 

BARNACLE-GEESE IN N.W. SUTHERLAND. 
MR. ROSS, of Scourie, Sutherland, has told me of a remarkable 
visitation of Barnacle-Geese (Branta leucopsis) to the Scourie 
district during last winter. 

He says that he has known them come to the Badcall Islands 
during winter and spring for about twelve years. They 
arrived in hundreds in January, 1932, and spread over the 
islands of Badcall and Handa and parts of the mainland. The 
greater number left about mid-February, but some remained 
on until the end of March. 



26 BRITISH BIRDS. [VOL. XXVI 

He says he has never seen them on the mainland in flock? 
before, or in such large numbers in the district. 

In The Geographical Distribution and Status of Birds in 
Scotland, Miss Baxter and Miss Rintoul mark the Barnacle-
Goose as " occasional " in west Sutherland. There seems to 
be no record of the bird in north Sutherland. Harvie-Brown 
says " rare " in N.W. Highlands. R. J. BUXTON. 

WHIMBREL IN WARWICKSHIRE. 
DURING the thirteen years I have lived in this part of the 
country, I have never observed a Whimbrel (Numenius 
phceopus) at the North Worcestershire reservoirs. At 10 p.m. 
(summer time) on 13th August, 1931, however, I heard one 
flying over my house, for the first time. This is in Birming
ham, and therefore now reckons for Warwick, though this 
part of Birmingham was formerly in Worcestershire. 

H. G. ALEXANDER. 
SCANDINAVIAN LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL IN 

DEVONSHIRE. 
ON May 12th, 1932, while bird-watching on Dawlish Warren, 
Mr. J. H. Comyns and I observed a Lesser Black-backed Gull 
in company with a number of Herring-Gulls, both adult and 
immature. This bird was, I think, in its third summer, the 
wings being mottled with grey and brown, the beak mostly 
yellow with scarcely any red in the angle, and the legs pale 
yellow. But what struck us particularly was the colour of 
the back, which was not slaty-grey but black, quite as black 
as that of the Great Black-backed Gull. This was very 
noticeable and is, surely, a proof that the bird was not the 
British form but the Scandinavian Lesser Black-backed Gull 
(Larus f. fuscus). So far as I know, this sub-species has not 
hitherto been recorded in Devon, and its movements in this 
country still appear to be somewhat obscure. 

W. WALMESLEY WHITE. 

MOVEMENTS OF RINGED BIRDS FROM ABROAD.—Correction. 
—On page 358, Vol. XXV., a Redwing (Turdus musicus) 
ringed in Holland (Leiden 15009) was reported. Mr. 
Fr. Haverschmidt points out that this was not a Redwing but 
a Song-Thrush (Turdus philomelus clarkei), and that it was 
ringed as a nestling. We much regret this error, which was 
due to the fact that Professor van Oort is still using the old 
name of musicus for the Song-Thrush. 

TAWNY OWL TAKING GREEN WOODPECKER.—Mr. H. H. 
Davis writes that with reference to his note of finding remains 
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of a Green Woodpecker in a nesting-hole of a Tawny Owl in 
May, 1930 (antea, Vol. XXIV., p. 30), he visited the same 
nesting-place this year (1932) and again found remains of a 
Green Woodpecker, evidently recently killed. There were 
three young Tawny Owls in the nest. 

BREEDING STATUS OF BLACK-THROATED AND RED-THROATED 
DIVERS IN SOUTH ARGYLLSHIRE.—The Rev. J. M. McWilliam 
(Scot. Nat., 1931, pp. 161-164) has some interesting notes on 
the breeding of Colymbus arcticus and C. stellatus, which he 
sums up by stating that the status of the two may now stand 
as " breeding regularly in south Argyllshire." Mr. McWilliam 
has examined eggs of both Divers from a group of lochs " on 
the mainland of Argyllshire, south of the 56th parallel of 
latitude", and has been informed that they breed regularly 
and have done so for many years in this region. From 
information obtained, and from his own observations on the 
spot, Mr. McWilliam concludes that at least three pairs of 
Black-throated and two pairs of Red-throated Divers nest 
there regularly. This puts the breeding range of both these 
Divers further south on the Scottish mainland than was 
hitherto known. Of the Red-throated, Mr. McWilliam 
remarks that his information about its status in south-west 
Scotland makes the isolated breeding-place in co. Donegal 
" distinctly less extraordinary than it has hitherto appeared". 

RARE BIRDS AT FAIR ISLE.—Mr. George Stout (Scot. Nat., 
1932, p. 38) states that on August 6th, 1931, during a large 
migration of Swallows, Martins and Swifts at Fair Isle, he 
observed a Needle-tailed Swift (Cfustura caudacuia). He 
was first struck by the large size of the bird, and later saw 
it closer (within 20 yards) and " had a clear view of all the 
characteristics of the bird." It would have made the obser
vation more interesting had Mr. Stout, who is a first-class 
observer, given these characteristics in detail as seen by him. 

Other rare birds recorded are : a Petchora Pipit (Anthus 
gustavi) late in August and another towards the end of 
September (unfortunately no exact dates are given) ; a 
Rock-Thrush (Monticola saxatilis) on November 8th, 1931 ; 
two Richard's Pipits (A. richardi) and two Scarlet Grosbeaks 
(Carpodacus erythrinus) on November 9th. A Red-throated 
Pipit (A. rufogularis), an Eversmann's Warbler (Phylloscopus 
borealis), a " few " Barred Warblers (Sylvia nisoria) and a 
Golden Oriole (Oriolus oriolus) are also mentioned as having 
occurred, but no dates or particulars are given and it is a 
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great pity that these interesting records are published in 
such an incomplete form. 

BIRDS AT ISLE OF MAY AND BASS ROCK.—Miss L. J. 
Rintoul and Miss E. V. Baxter observed the following unusual 
visitors on the Isle of May (Scot. Nat., 1931, pp. 165-168). 
Nightingale (Luscinia megarhyncha), August 26th to 29th, 
1931, the first autumn record from Scotland; Wood-
Lark (Lullula arborea), August 27th ; Lesser Whitethroat 
(Sylvia curruca), August 28th-30th and September 2nd ; 
Reed-Warbler (Acrocephalus streperus), September 3rd, being 
the first record for the Forth area. 

Mr. J. Bain (I.e., 1932, p. 58) saw, among other migrants 
at the Bass Rock on September 2nd, 1931, a Lesser White-
throat and a Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria). 
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