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LETTER. 
" D R U M M I N G " OF GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS ,—I find it impossible to accept Mr. M. A. Swarm's note in 
the May number (Vol. XXV., p. 364) as a reliable observation. 

The drumming of Woodpeckers has always interested me, and I 
have followed up, located, and watched the performers not once or 
twice, but perhaps hundreds of times. 

That the sound is produced by a very rapid succession of blows of 
the bill on a branch selected for being in that springy and resonant 
stage of dcadness which precedes actual rottenness is absolutely 
certain, and this has been confirmed by such a multitude of observers 
that I should have thought the fact was now established beyond 
controversy. 

Besides our Great and Eesscr Spotted Woodpeckers, both of which 
are common here, and may be watched drumming any day in spring 
or early summer (a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker has a drumming 
station on a dying oak within twenty yards of my bedroom window), 
very many other Woodpeckers, palaearctic and tropical, have the 
same habit, and I have watched more species drumming than I can 
remember. Among these I recollect two in particular—Thriponax 
hodgii (Blyth), the great scarlet-headed, black Woodpecker of the 
Andaman Islands, which drums on the tall, dead " Gurjon " trees 
scattered through the jungles, and produces an extraordinarily power
ful jarring rattle, audible a mile away, and, the last tropical species I have 
had the opportunity of watching, Celeus elegans (Mull.), on dead trees 
in the forests of Trinidad—another powerful drummer. 1 know of 
no case in which birds which produce a certain sound mechanically 
can produce the same sound vocally also. Personally, I feel sure that 
Mr. Swann, and others who claim to have observed Woodpeckers of 
any species drumming without striking upon wood, have simply had 
their glasses on the wrong bird, and not the performer, which was probably 
clinging motionless and unobserved to another branch between 
drummings. The mistake might easily be made, as the sudden vibra
ting rattle is often not easy to locate exactly. A. E. BUTLER. 
ST. LEONARD'S PARK, HORSHAM, May 5rA, 1932. 
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