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PROBABLE WATER-PIPIT IN STAFFORDSHIRE. 

ON March 31st, 1932, I found a strange Pipit at the edge of 
a shallow pool situated amongst derelict pit-mounds in Tipton. 
Compared with the Meadow-Pipit (Anthus pratensis) the chief 
distinctions were, a somewhat higher pitch of the note on 
rising and not quite so sharp in tone at the finish, greyer 
appearance both of upper and under-parts. The latter were 
unstreaked except for a few marks on the breast and there 
was none of the rich tints usually found on the flanks of 
Meadow-Pipits. In flight the tail, which had the outer 
feathers white, was distinctly longer than a Meadow-Pipit's, 
showing quite as much difference in this respect as that be
tween the Sky- and Wood-Larks. I was unable to note the 
colour of the legs. Mr. H. G. Alexander agrees with me that 
it was probably a Water-Pipit (A. s. spinoletta). F. FINCHER. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER WITH SECOND BROOD. 
CONSIDERING the lateness in the nesting of the Spotted Fly
catcher (Muscicapa s. striata) one is Ted to think that a 
second brood is not at all frequent. During the present 
year one pair reared young behind the barge-board in the 
gable of my house at Dowles, Worcestershire, and another pair 
at the same time in a vent hole of the hayloft within 25 yards 
distance—which is a very close vicinity for the territory of 
two pairs of these birds. The latter pair within a few days 
of the young flying nested again in a similar site within 9 feet 
of the first position. Mr. Chas. Oldham writes to me that 
a second brood was also reported to him this year reared in a 
Berkhampsted garden in Hertfordshire. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

[Second broods of Spotted Flycatchers are not usual, but 
the fact is well known.—F.C.R.J.] 

REED-WARBLER'S SECOND BROOD. 
IT may be of interest to note that on June 19th, 1932, in 
Suffolk, I found young Reed-Warblers (Acrocephalus s. 
scirpaceus) which had left the nest and, from their appearance, 
I should imagine that they had been out for a couple of days. 
The old birds, of which there was only one pair in this locality, 
had already built another nest, and laid one egg. Second 
broods are, I understand, quite exceptional. H. J. K. BURNE. 

[The fact that only one pair of birds was present in the above 
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locality makes this a quite definite record, though second 
broods have previously been recorded, mostly on strong pre
sumptive evidence by several observers ; see A History of the 
Birds of Kent, p. 56, and B.B., XII., pp. 236, 278.—EDS.] 

YOUNG CUCKOO FED BY WREN AND 
HEDGE-SPARROW. 

ON July 23rd, 1932, while watching the movements of a fully-
fledged young Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) in an undergrowth 
of small hawthorns and brambles, I saw the bird being re
peatedly fed both by a Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes) and a 
Hedge-Sparrow (Prunella modularis). 

The Hedge-Sparrow was absent for much longer periods 
than the Wren, and each time alighted upon the Cuckoo's neck 
in delivering the food. Its smaller and more agile assistant, 
however, sometimes hovered, but more often clung to the 
overhanging bramble stems, to reach the gaping mouth. 

The Cuckoo called incessantly with a high-pitched squeak 
whenever its foster-parents were in sight. 

KENNETH R. ASHBY. 

[A fair number of cases are on record of young Cuckoos 
being fed by birds other than the actual foster-parents, but 
the details given by Mr. Ashby have some interest.—EDS,] 

OSPREY IN LANCASHIRE. 
ON August 1st, 1932, I saw an Osprey (Pandion halicetus) 
fishing on the River Lune at a point where the River Greta 
joins the Lune—roughly on the boundary line between the 
parishes of Tunstall and Arkhoime. W. PAGET-TOMLINSON. 

POCHARD AND OTHER DUCK NESTING IN CHESHIRE. 
DURING the last twenty years Pochards (Nyroca f. ferina) 
have often been seen in Cheshire at irregular intervals during 
the summer months : frequently in small groups in June and 
July, and occasionally (as in Delamere Forest in July, 1925) 
a single drake has occupied a water in such a way as to suggest 
that a duck was sitting in the neighbourhood. 

A small mere in the south of the county was enlarged to 
form a reservoir some seven years ago and formed an area 
eminently suited for breeding birds. During 1931 about 
twenty Pochards remained there throughout the summer, but 
no young were seen. Again, in the summer of 1932 several 
were present, but it was not until July 10th that actual proof 
of their breeding there was established. On that day my wife 
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and I saw a duck followed by five youngsters, and on July 
23rd saw the drake, which was not visible on the earlier date. 

Tufted Ducks (Nyroca fuligula) have nested in Cheshire since 
1908, but have not increased on some waters since that date. 
However, on the mere mentioned above (a water of about 
22 acres) they nest in some numbers : in 1931 I saw six ducks 
with separate broods and another also with young on a smaller 
pool and a few yards from the main one, and in 1932 I saw at 
least seven broods. 

On July 10th I twice watched one of the ducks carrying a 
young one on its back ; though this may be a normal habit, I 
do not remember to have noticed it before. 

In no case was there a larger number than eight in any brood, 
though I counted as many as twelve with one duck on a 
Staffordshire reservoir this year. 

The Garganey {Anas querquedula) has been seen in Cheshire 
in spring more often in recent years than was formerly the 
case, and also occasionally in July and August. 

In addition to occurrences already recorded in British Birds 
(III., p. 414,1910 ; XVI., pp. 24-25,1922 ; XVII., p. 86,1923; 
XX., pp. 297-298, 1927 ; XXII., p. 143, 1928) four were seen 
on meres near Northwich from April 4th to April 6th, 1931, 
and they have been shown to occur with some regularity in 
Staffordshire. Until 1932, however, none had been noticed 
in June. On June 2nd I put up a pair from the end of a 
shallow, secluded, mere in Arley Park. When I visited the 
locality again on June 18th I found that the main pool had 
practically dried up and the only water remaining was a 
narrow stream running through the centre of the mud. The 
drake Garganey was still there, however, standing very alert 
well out on the mud, and though a search failed to disclose the 
duck it certainly seems probable that she was sitting in the 
grass of the park that runs down to the mere. That the mere 
should have run dry is disappointing and they have not been 
seen since. A. W. BOYD. 

AVOCETS IN HANTS. 

ON the afternoon of March 31st, 1932, a single Avocet 
(Recurvirostra avose.Ua) was seen by Mr. S. D. Barfoot, of Christ-
church, feeding on the shore near the end of Stanpit Marshes 
in Christchurch Harbour, together with Black-headed Gulls 
(L. ridibundus). He watched it for about half an hour, when, 
as the tide rose, it flew away and was not seen again. 

F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

avose.Ua
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ON June 9th, 1932, when walking on a marsh on the Solent, 
I saw an Avocet (Recurvirostra avoseita) which rose from a 
shallow mere close by and flew on to the ooze ; it came to 
rest 150 yards away, standing quite still for some minutes. 
It then returned to the mere and walked about, probing the 
bottom with its bill. I watched it through my glasses for 
about an hour on the mere and also on the grass surrounding 
it. A Lapwing stooped at it and the Avocet again took to 
flight to the mud of the Solent but shortly returned to its 
original spot. On the following day it was at the same place. 
The only recent record of an Avocet in Hants, appears to be 
one near Beaulieu in May, 1927 (Vol. XXL, p. 182). 

J. B. WATSON. 

[An Avocet was also seen on the south coast at the Sussex-
Kent boundary on June 17th and 18th.—N.F.T.]. 

BLACK TERN AND LITTLE GULL IN CUMBERLAND. 
ON May 15th, 1932, an adult Black Tern (Chlidotiias n. niger) 
and an immature Little Gull (Lams minntus) were breaking 
their journey at a small fell-foot tarn which lies ten miles 
east of Carlisle and is colonized by Black-headed Gulls. The 
migrants were detected at seven in the evening, having 
arrived since the gullery was inspected in the morning. Both 
birds were frequently within ten yards range, the Black Tern 
in particular favouring the open end of the tarn over which 
it continued to hawk flies, occasionally clipping at the surface 
of the water. 

The distinctive features of the Little Gull were the dark 
crown and white forehead ; the dark-banded wings and the 
slightly forked tail with its black terminal bar. 

While the occurrence of the Little Gull may be regarded 
as exceptional, records show that the Black Tern may have 
followed a definite western route. ERNEST BLEZARD. 

FOOD OF THE SPOTTED FLYCATCHER.—Miss M. Barclay 
informs us that she saw a Spotted Flycatcher (Muscicapa s. 
striata) pick up a medium-sized earthworm and devour it 
at Woodhall Spa, Lincolnshire, on July 28th, 1932. In the 
Practical Handbook (I., p. 286) the bird is stated to have 
taken earthworms in hard weather on the authority of 
J. E. Palmer (Zool,, 1886, p. 295) in co. Kildare. Mr. C. 
Oakes also saw young Flycatchers being fed by both parents 
on July 31st, 1932, at Mytton, Lanes., on wasps, of which 
there was a nest close by. As mentioned by Mr. Oakes, this 
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habit has already been recorded by Mr. J. H. Owen (B.B., 
Vol. VIII., p. 115), and is probably not very unusual, for Mr. 
R. Ncwstead by post-mortem examinations of four birds 
detected the presence of Hymenoptera (Bombus sp., Vesfia 
vulgaris and Vespa sp. ?). Mr. Oakes also notes that a 
sac containing fasces, which had been accidentally dropped 
by one of the parents within three yards of the nest, was 
picked up again and removed to a distance. 

SWALLOW'S NEST WITH EIGHT EGGS.—Mr. J. A. Sweetlove 
writes that on June 12th, 1932, he found a nest of Hirundo 
r. rustica at Acklington, Northumberland, containing eight 
almost fresh eggs, apparently all the product of one female. 
Nests with eight young have been recorded in Vol. IX., p.71, 
and Vol. XII., p. 91. 

These appear to be the only recorded cases from Great 
Britain, but Mr. C. H. Gowland mentions a nest with eight 
young in south Spain in 1926. This is interesting in view of 
the fact that nearly all the large clutches of seven and eight 
recorded from England come from the northern counties. 

OSPREY IN NORFOLK.—Mr. E. F. Ladds informs us that 
on May 16th, 1932, he watched an Osprey (Pandion haticetus) 
at Thornham, Norfolk. The bird stayed, hovering over a 
freshwater lake near the beach, for about a quarter of an 
hour, and its large size, white crest and green feet were 
particularly noticeable. All the time it was in the vicinity 
it was attacked by a Heron, a crowd of Terns, and a Carrion-
Crow which had nest and young in the neighbourhood. 
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