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LETTERS. 

NOTES AND BEHAVIOUR OF GREEN SANDPIPER. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SiRS]—I Slave been much interested in Messrs. Ingram and Salmon's 
note (antea, p . 41) on this subject, and 1 venture to add the following 
comments. 

My experience, in Roniney Marsh, in inland parts of Kent and by 
Midland reservoirs, confirms their observations tha t the Green Sand
piper (Tringa ochropus), when Hushed from a marsh-ditch or pool, not 
infrequently goes off quite silently over the water, to settle not far
away ; sometimes, too, it goes up and away silently. On other occa
sions, and perhaps more frequently, especially if the observer comes 
upon it suddenly, it goes off and up with an intense clamour, which 
subsides into the normal three-note cry as i t gets well up into the air. 
The sharper " wit, w i t " or " pip, pip " I have heard much less fre
quently, and the rippling " klu-ludle-lu-rudle," etc, (as syllabled by 
Messrs. Ingrain and Salmon) only once. This was on a marsh near the 

sea between Rye and Winchelsea (Sussex) on July 6th, 1912. Two 
birds flew up together, and I heard what I described in my notes a t 
the time as " the somewhat unusual pip-pip," and also, from one of the 
two, " a pleasing spring trilling note ." 1 have a clear recollection of 
watching the bird " hovering " as Redshanks and other waders do 
when uttering their spring song on the wing. 1 have never heard or 
seen this since. H. G. ALEXANDER. 

COLOUR OF IRIS IN GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL. 
To the Editors of BRITISH B I R D S . 

SIRS ,—I was interested to read Mr. Haworth's letter on this subject 
(antea, p. 100). In 1925 I handled several winged breeding Great 
Black-backed Gulls and found the iris to be of a beautiful pearl-grey 
colour without any trace of any other colour, as I mentioned in The 
Ibis, October, 1925. Might 1 suggest that the blue as described by 
Mr. Howarth was due to light reflected off the vermilion orbital ring ? 
Of course it must also be remembered tha t some bird's eyes change 
colour under stress, such as handling or wounding, as for instance that 
of the Hawfinch, which goes from blood-red to pale yellow or even white, 
and the Pochard drake, which also changes from red to pale yellow 
under stress. This may be also the case in the breeding Great Black-
backed Gull, for all those 1 handled with the pearl-grey iris were cer
tainly under stress, and in such a condition the iris may have lost the 
pale blue colour seen by your correspondent. 11. W. ROBINSON, 

[The coloration of the " soft " parts of the Great Black-backed Gull 
given in the Practical Handbook were taken from the notes of collectors 
written on the labels of a large number of specimens in collections. 
The only personal note I had of the colour of the iris of an adult was 
" grey sand-coloured with granulated appearance." This was taken on 
the spot from an adult male immediately after it was shot in the breeding-
season, but as all other collectors described the iris as yellow, chrome, 
lemon-yellow, primrose-yellow, and my note was a single observation, 
I omitted it. In most books the iris of the adult is described as yellow, 
but Eagle Clarke in his edition of Saunders's Manual states that it is 
" pale yellow (in the breeding-season pearl-grey)." I t seems to me tha t 
this is probably correct and an explanation of the discrepancy.—H.F.W.] 


	Letter 
	Notes and behaviour of Green Sandpiper
	Colour of iris in Great Black-backed Gull




