
riOTES 
NOTICE TO RINGERS.—Ringers are reminded that all 

schedules with lists of birds they have ringed during the 
season should now be sent in. A special form for the list of 
totals ringed has already been issued to each ringer, and it is 
particularly requested that this form shall be used. Separate 
lists should be sent in at the same time of all birds recovered, 
and those who have done any considerable amount of re-
trapping are asked to apply for a special form for recording 
re-trapped birds only. H.F.W. 

ACCIDENTAL ATTACHMENT OF ADULT AND 
NESTLING HOUSE-SPARROW. 

THE case recorded by H. F. Witherby (antea, p. 96) of a curious 
fatality to a Redbreast and its young is recalled by a somewhat 
similar instance which has just come to my notice. In this 
case an adult female House-Sparrow (Passer d. domesticus) 
and one of its unfledged nestlings were firmly attached to 
each other by their tarsi by a short length of fine but rather 
loose texture string. A quantity of similar string was found 
in the nest material. The length of string between the tarsi 
is 13.5 mm. In the case of the adult the string is attached 
just above the insertion of the hallux of the right leg, while 
in the case of the nestling the string is attached by a figure of 
eight loop over the lower end of the tibio-tarsus and the tarsus 
proper just above the left heel joint, causing this articulation 
to remain acutely flexed ; midway between the two tarsi the 
string appears to be knotted, and only one free end of the 
piece of string is apparent. The bird, much hampered with 
its nestling thus attached, had been flying about, no doubt 
attending its brood, until it was caught and killed by a dog, 
in a very exhausted condition. The nestling was alive 
when found, but how long it had been thus attached I am 
unable to say, as only the cut-off tarsi with the string attached 
were given to me. I am indebted to Mr. W. Norman, of 
Sevenoaks, for bringing this curious mishap to my notice. 

JAMES M. HARRISON. 

TREE-PIPIT IN IRELAND. 
THE following notes are taken from my diary, written at 
the time at Raford, Athenry, co. Galway. 
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From about May 15th to June 28th, 1932, a Pipit made 
its headquarters on a hawthorn about 25 ft. high, standing 
alone in a field, bounded by banks or sapling trees. I t used 
to perch on the top of the tree singing a loud, clear, drawn-out 
note " cheer, cheer, cheer", and would then fly up perpendicu
larly, singing and descending again to the tree, occasionally 
alighting on the rails or saplings bounding the field and singing 
all the time. On June 28th it was very restless, only singing 
slightly, and from that day to July 5th I only had occasional 
glimpses of it, never very close. On July 10th I heard what 
I believe to be the same bird in an adjoining field and since 
have only seen it once. There are Meadow-Pipits (Anthus 
pratensis) in the bog to the west of the field, but I never saw 
any in that where this Tree-Pipit {A. trivialis) was singing. 
Besides the very distinctive song, which I had good oppor
tunities of comparing with that of the Meadow-Pipits, it 
seemed to have more distinct markings on the head, and the 
feet appeared light yellowish brown through glasses when the 
bird was perched a few feet away. The song was loud and 
clear enough to be heard at over 300 yards distance. 

During the whole of the period in question I never saw 
any sign of a mate, nor did I find a nest. K A T H L E E N GOUGH. 

[It is interesting to note that while the Tree-Pipit has never 
been proved to breed in Ireland and is only an occasional 
straggler to that country, a bird, which appeared to be single, 
was heard singing in May, 1914, also in Galway.—EDS.] 

BOTH BIRDS OF PAIR OF P I E D WAGTAILS BUILDING 
NESTS. 

T H I S year (1932) a pair of Pied Wagtails {Motacilla a.yarrellii) 
that I thought were first at tempting to nest in a recess at 
the side of my out-buildings at Bewdley, Worcestershire, 
eventually reared their brood at the gable-end. During the 
second nesting I noticed that the female had selected a similar 
position within two feet of the former nest, but the male 
totally ignored it and was equally busy for several days con
structing a nest at the top of an ivy-covered wall near b y ; 
neither bird was seen to visit the other site. I t is more 
than probable that two nests were at first similarly con
structed in duplicate, but I had not noticed the hen bird's 
nest until I found for no apparent reason the other deserted. 

J . S. ELLIOTT. 

[This case has some interest apart from the fact of the 
individual birds working quite independently of one another— 
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for it has been stated by Edmund Selous (British Bird Book, 
I., p. 245) that the female alone builds. It would be of 
considerable interest to record further observations on the 
share of the sexes in building, as the normal procedure among 
the Wagtails is for the male to accompany the female when 
building, but not to take part in the actual work.—F. C. R. J.] 

MARSH-WARBLER AND BLUE-HEADED WAGTAIL 
NESTING IN KENT. 

IN Vol. XXL, p. 63, I recorded the Marsh-Warbler (Acro-
cephalus palustris) as again nesting in the Medway Valley and 
I stated that in my opinion the bird was increasing in numbers. 

This year in the Medway Valley, about two miles from the 
previous locality, my friend, Mr. Give Simson, on May 28th, 
1932, found two pairs. We watched them on several occa
sions and they both nested in tall nettles. Both cock birds 
were perfect mimics, one in particular singing occasionally 
its own note, but usually copying either Whinchat, Reed-
Bunting or Red-backed Shrike, which had nests close by. I 
do not wonder this bird is overlooked as anyone who did not 
know its natural note would imagine the song came from 
some other species of bird close by. 

On June 14th Mr. Simson saw a cock Blue-headed Wagtail 
(Motacilla f. flava) feeding one young bird near Queen-
borough in Kent; this bird is not nearly so rare as is generally 
supposed. JAMES R. HALE. 

LESSER WHITETHROAT IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON May 27th, 1932, I heard a Lesser Whitethroat singing in 
an old quarry north of Llangwm Ferry. I heard and saw the 
bird on several occasions in June, but I had no time to look 
for the nest. On July 7th I visited the quarry and saw a 
pair feeding young in the bushes there. There were at least 
three young fluttering about, and one of the adults still 
uttered the characteristic rattle, yet subdued and inaudible 
at a distance. 

The Lesser WThitethroat (Sylvia c. curruca) is a scarce visitor 
in Pembrokeshire, and as far as I am aware this is the first 
record of breeding in the county. R. M. LOCKLEY. 

SIZE OF CLUTCHES OF NIGHTINGALE. 
OF thirty-seven nests of the Nightingale (Luscinia m. mega-
rhyncha) that I have examined in Suffolk this year {1932), one 
contained 6 eggs, thirty-one 5 eggs, and five 4 eggs. 
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A noticeable fact is the number of clutches of eggs or broods 
of nestlings destroyed by vermin, there being eight cases of 
such destruction. The number of addled eggs also has been 
above the normal, most probably the result of a cold and 
wet May. 

In 1931, of thirty-four nests, twenty-nine contained 5 eggs, 
four 4 eggs, and one 3 eggs (antea, Vol. XXV., pp. 79-80). 

A. MAY ALL. 

SPARROW-HAWK USING JAY'S NEST FOR REARING 
THEIR YOUNG. 

FOR the past thirty years a pair of Sparrow-Hawks (Accipiter 
n. nisus) have nested in the forest-land vicinity of my house in 
Shropshire and have invariably, with protection, reared their 
young. Usually they have selected one of the larger oak trees 
as a site for their nest, but occasionally a Scots pine and once 
a holly. In one instance the same nest was used for many 
years until destroyed, again another for two successive years 
and then ignored. This year (1932) they were again in 
evidence, seen passing to and fro on their accustomed flight 
lines, but I failed to locate their nest until I saw the female 
brooding on a Jay's nest where young were reared last season. 
This nest was in a small oak sapling that measured not more 
than 4 ins. thick at 6 ft. from the ground and the nest only 
14 ft. high and in a most conspicuous position. It con
tained a clutch of five eggs. The nest measures but 12 ins. 
across and had been refined with the usual fir tree bark, 
sticks had been added then and subsequently, but being 
without lodgment had fallen to the ground and one wondered 
how the brood could be reared with shambles so limited. 
At times the hen bird, when incubating, would allow me and 
my two dogs to remain beneath the nest without her leaving 
it. The young were hatched and three subsequently flew— 
the fate of the other two being unknown. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

FOOD OF THE COMMON BUZZARD. 
A PAIR of Common Buzzards (Buteo b. buteo) were kept under 
observation for about half an hour on August 10th, 1932 : 
one was in the air and the other on a rock on Dartmoor. 
From the behaviour of the bird on the rock it was thought 
that it had cast up a pellet and this was found without 
difficulty. 

The pellet was of the usual shape, of firm consistency and 
tapering at one end. It was purple in colour and studded 
with the seeds of the whortleberry, Vactinium. 
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The pellet was soaked and its contents identified as follows : 
Seeds of Vactinium (very numerous) ; skin of fruit of 
Vactinium, ripe and unripe, especially the proximal disc. 
(numerous) ; three soft shoots, J in. long (? Vactinium) ; 
one woody stem, § in. long (? Vactinium) ; one undamaged 
leaf of Vactinium ; three quartz pebbles, | in. in diameter ; 
setas of Lumbricus (very numerous) ; chitinous parts of three 
different species of beetle (numerous) ; portions of grass 
leaves about two inches long; monocotyledonous fibres, 
about two inches long, which bound the pellet together (very 
numerous). 

It is well known that beetles and earthworms form part 
of the staple diet of the Buzzard (Practical Handbook of British 
Birds), but whortleberries appear to be unrecorded. The 
leaf and stems were probably taken accidentally with the 
berries, as the Buzzard's beak is not well adapted to fruit 
picking. 

The pebbles may have been taken accidentally in the same 
way, or regurgitated with other indigestible matter from the 
bird's gizzard. 

The presence of the grass leaves and fibres, which were no 
doubt derived from them, requires further comment. There 
are three possible explanations of their presence: i. The 
bird may have eaten them accidentally in the same way in 
which the short stems were eaten. 2. The bird may eat grass 
because it likes it. 3. The bird may be unable to make 
bricks without straw, and so, when on an invertebrate and 
vegetarian diet, eats grass in order that the fibres separated, 
in the gizzard may bind the components of the pellet together 
and thus facilitate regurgitation. 

The fibres were so numerous that (1) seems improbable, and 
obviously if (2) is correct, (3) may or may not be significant. 

J. R. GROOME. 

YOUNG PINTAIL IN CAITHNESS. 

WHILE in north Scotland this year I was shown the skin of 
a Pintail (Anas a. acuta), which had been shot with another 
in Caithness in the first week of August, 1931. It was 
obviously a bird of the year, and Miss Best, who examined 
the skin with me, made the following notes : " The bird 
was about three-quarters grown and there were still big 
patches of nestling down, through which the feathers were 
growing. The bird might have fluttered a little way, but 
could not possibly have flown far". W. NORMAN MAY. 
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SLAVONIAN GREBE BREEDING IN NORTH 
SCOTLAND. 

ON June 23rd, 1932, P. D. Baird, J. D. Davis and I discovered 
a pair of Slavonian Grebe (Podiceps aurifus) breeding in the 
extreme north of Scotland in a locality which (Mr. Witherby 
informs me) is not the same as that recorded by Miss Baxter 
and Miss Rintoul (cf. antea, Vol. XXIII, page 231) in Suther
land, May, 1929, but is a further extension of the bird's range 
to the north-east. 

The nesting-site is a small loch half a mile long, a couple 
of hundred feet above sea-level. At one end the water is 
shallow with a soft bottom and extensive reed-beds. Here 
we first saw the Grebes, which were not at all shy and gave 
ample opportunities for identification. 

The bird, which swam from the nest and we took to be the 
female, had the top of the head dark grey instead of black as 
in the other bird, and the back grey and not so dark, the ear-
tufts were also smaller and paler—not such a bright orange. 

The nest was in reeds about 18 ins. high, in a foot of water, 
live yards from the shore. It was made of reeds cut up into 
various lengths. Diameter at water level 15 ins., height 
5 ins., diameter of cup 5 ins. On June 23rd there were two 
eggs slightly stained. On July 1st there was only one egg. 
On July 12th Baird visited the place alone and found a track 
through the reeds leading to the nest which was empty. 
The Grebes were at the other end of the lake and there were 
no signs of young. It must therefore be inferred that the 
brood was a failure. This was the only pair in the district, 
so far as we could discover. M. E. W. NORTH. 

EAMILY LIFE OF COMMON SANDPIPER. 
ON June 9th, 1932, while motoring with Dr. H. B. Elton 
through Lanark, south of Abington, we came to a quiet spot 
with a burn close to the road and a peat hag beyond. A Sand
piper (Tringa hypoleucos) was very noisy and excited as if 
breeding, but we could see no nest. After we had been there 
for some time, the Sandpiper, which had kept on calling with
out intermission, settled on the shingle not far from us. 
Presently we saw a downy young one running towards it. 
As the chick ran it kept dipping its tail (which showed up con
spicuously white) exactly like an old bird ; once it fell over on 
its back among the stones and had difficulty in righting itself. 
As it reached the old bird, it puffed out its breast feathers 
and brooded it, at ten yards distance from where we were 
sitting. We then noticed a second youngster hurrying from 
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another direction to the old bird. When both young had 
been brooded for some minutes the parent got up and flew 
across the burn. We noticed that the young, though not 
many days old, were able to search for and pick up food for 
themselves and received no assistance from the parent. 
The old bird was now calling again and the two young were 
moving towards it. First one and then the second arrived 
at the burn, took to the water without hesitation and swam 
easily in the slack water, but though swept down where the 
current was rapid, managed to land on the opposite side and 
made their way to where the parent was calling, and were 
then again brooded. Meantime the second bird appeared for 
the first time on the shingle on our side of the stream and called 
up two more chicks. The same performance was gone through 
till at last all four chicks had crossed the burn and made their 
way along the shingle up-stream till almost out of sight. I 
think, however/that the two lots of young must have joined 
forces with one parent in charge of the family, as presently 
one of the adults appeared and took up a position on a peat 
hag about fifteen feet up, and settled down in silence to watch 
us from this commanding site, giving the alarm directly we 
moved. 

It is interesting to note that though in the first case the 
four young were scattered over the same area, only two re
sponded to the call of the first parent, the other birds appar
ently remaining quiescent, but coming at once when the second 
parent called. The division into father's and mother's chicks 
(at any rate in emergency) has, of course, parallels in other 
species. F. C. R. JOURDAIN. 

SANDWICH TERNS IN CUMBERLAND—LARGE 
INCREASE. 

FEW seasons pass without the nesting of Sandwich Terns 
{Sterna s. sandvicensis) among the sand-hills at Ravenglass 
in Cumberland, their numbers fluctuating, but this season 
(1932) they have increased enormously and beaten all previous 
fecords. Between 365 and 370 pairs nested there this year, 
as compared with about 70 pairs last year and a mere dozen 
in 1930. The largest colony numbered 170 nests, and the 
second largest 71. There were no clutches of three this year, 
but one of that number last year. 

This remarkable increase is probably clue to the larger of 
two colonies in north Lancashire, a few miles away, being 
wiped out by a colony of Lesser Black-backed and Herring-
Gulls, which only became established there five years ago. 
These robbers broke practically all the eggs and only 21 
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hatched out, so that probably the Terns moved north to 
Ravenglass. 

The Sandwich Tern is always an early arrival at Ravenglass, 
three arriving there this year on March 8th, the same date 
as last year. H. W. ROBINSON. 

MORTALITY AMONG YOUNG COMMON TERNS. 
IN Vol. XXV., p. 135, I gave the percentage of deaths of 
young Common Terns {Sterna h. hirundo) in a north Lancashire 
colony for the last three years as judged by the number of 
ringed ones recovered on the ground. 

This year the mortality was greater than ever. 
1929 460 marked, percentage of dead = 4.13 
1930 610 ,, ,, ,, = 4.87 
1931 355 .. ,, „ = 2.81 
1932 549 „ „ „ = 5.44 

In a near-by colony of Lesser Black-backed Gulls the 
death rate was enormous, over 120 dead chicks being counted, 
but only 14 ringed ones. H. W. ROBINSON. 

ROSEATE TERNS WITH THREE EGGS. 
IN the Practical Handbook of British Birds, under Roseate 
Tern {Sterna d. dougallii), p. 707, is this statement " Eggs— 
two, but often one only (evidence of three in British Isles 
unsatisfactory)," etc. 

Roseate Terns changing over. Owners of three eggs. 
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In June, 1932, I visited a large Irish colony of Roseate 
Terns. Among the many nests were two, each containing 
three eggs which were, undoubtedly, Roseate Terns'. To 
make quite certain I watched the owners on to the nests and 
after photographing a Roseate sitting on three eggs and a 
pair changing places photographed one of the nests. 

I was, in my hide, within four feet of the nests. I could 
not mistake the birds, particularly as there were dozens 
of other Roseates round me. Moreover, the length of the 
tail in the photograph proves the species. 

Three eggs in Roseate Tern's nest. 

The grass had to be pressed back in order to photograph 
the eggs as they were in a sort of alcove, an arrangement which 
I found was not unusual. This makes the nest photograph 
look different from that with the parent birds. 

The eggs had every appearance of being a clutch, all were 
similar in colouring and marking and typical of the species. 
And though one looks a little short in comparison with the 
others, it was longer than an average Common Tern, of which 
species no nest was near. GEO. MARPLES. 

BLACK GUILLEMOT IN PEMBROKESHIRE. 
ON July 15th, 1932, I disturbed a Black Guillemot (Una g. 
grylle) from the sea a few yards from the point marked on the 
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ordnance as Wooltack Point on the north side of Jack Sound. 
I followed it in my boat, as it had settled again at some dis
tance, but it eventually flew off in a north-westerly direction. 

This is the third recent occurrence in Pembrokeshire : 
Messrs. Oldham and Lloyd record one near Ramsey Sound, 
July 16th, 1925 {British Birds, Vol. XIX., p. 256), and Miss 
C. M. Acland watched one near St. David's Head on June 
18th, 1924 (Vol. XVIII., p. 143). These dates are very close, 
and seem to be significant of a summer movement, probably 
of immature birds. R. M. LOCKI.EY. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING IN DEVONSHIRE.—Colonel R. M. 
Byne informs us that he had good views, both flying and 
perched, of a Rose-coloured Starling (Pastor roseus) in his 
garden at Exmouth on August 4th, 1932. As the head, neck, 
wings and tail showed black and the rest of the body pink, 
the bird was no doubt an adult. M. A. Mathcw (Birds of 
Devon) gives details of some twenty-three occurrences in the 
county, but there seem to be no recent records. 

BLACKBIRD USING PREVIOUS YEAR'S NEST.—With reference 
to Mr. C. Oakes's note on this subject (antea, p. 98), Miss O. S. 
Wilshere writes from Kirby Muxloe, Leicester, that she has 
known several cases of this, and gives details of three instances 
of which she has records. In the first the same nest was used 
by Blackbirds (Turdus m. menda) in 1928 and 1931 ; in the 
second the same nest was used in 1928, 1929 and 1932 
(possibly also in 1931, but no definite record of this). A third 
nest was used in March, 1930, and May, 1932. The nests 
were apparently re-lined in each case. Miss H. Terras also 
informs us that a Blackbird's nest, built at Mickle Trafford, 
Cheshire, in 1929, was used for rearing two broods in that year 
and in 1930 no fewer than three broods were reared from it, 
making a total of five broods from a single nest in two years. 

Mr. G. A. Levett-Yeats also sends us some observations on 
a pair of Blackbirds which bred in the garden of his house in 
Surrey in very favourable circumstances for observation in 
1932. As the hen had lost her tail she was readily recognizable. 
In this case the whole of the building of the nest was done by 
the female, as well as all the incubation, but the male helped 
diligently to feed the nestling, for only one was hatched out 
of the first brood. Unfortunately it was deserted owing to 
interference by workmen, and the dead young was thrown 
away. 
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By the end of April the hen returned to the nest and laid 
five eggs, four of which were hatched, the male as before assid
uously helping to feed the young but taking no other part. 
Fledging period 14 days. On June 2nd the hen was appar
ently repairing the nest and laid again, but this time the cock 
occasionally visited the nest during incubation. Two young 
were hatched, both parents feeding them in turn, and left 
the nest on July 3rd. Although the hen appeared to repair 
the nest on July 18th no more eggs were laid, though she has 
regularly roosted in or on the edge of the nest—up to August 
3rd. The tailless state of the hen in this case makes it certain 
that the nest was used by the same birds in one season for 
three broods of young. 

STOCK-DOVE LAYING T H R E E EGGS.—Captain J. S. Reeve 
informs us that on June 28th, 1921, he took three eggs of 
Stock-Dove (Columba cenas) from a nesting block near Lincoln, 
from which a brood of two young had already been reared, 
and on September 19th, 1925, also found another clutch of 
three eggs in the' same block. This, together with the case 
reported (antea, p. 99), brings the number of recorded instances 
of three eggs up to at least sixteen in the case of this species. 

G R E E N SANDPIPER IN ORKNEY.—Mr. Duncan J . Robertson 
informs us that he saw a Green Sandpiper (Tringa ochropus) 
on a moor on St. Ola, Orkney, on August 13th, 1932. The 
bird has been recorded very rarely from the Orkneys, although 
it has occurred fairly frequently on Fair Isle. 

BLACK TERN IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. A. J . Ross informs us 
tha t he watched a Black Tern [Chlidonias niger) " hawking " 
over a tarn at Scorton on June 9th, 1932. The bird was not 
seen after this date, but had been observed near Carnforth 
in the latter part of May. 
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