
PIOTES 
BREEDING-HABITS OF CROSSBILLS OBSERVED IN 

HAMPSHIRE. 
ON March 6th, 1932, in north-east Hampshire, I watched a 
hen Crossbill (Loxia c. curvirostra) gathering dead grass, the 
cock singing on a dead branch about 12 ft, above her. She 
flew into the tree to him, then both disappeared into the top 
of the next tree, a Scots pine about 50 ft. high, where it was 
too thick to see them. This was repeated three times in 15 
minutes. On the 9th the hen appeared with the cock, carrying 
a large feather in her bill. After alighting in the neighbouring 
tree, they flew straight to the nest. 

On March 16th I climbed to the nest, flushing the hen when 
within 10 ft. She perched on a nearby branch, calling 
rapidly a subdued " chip, chip ". The nest, which contained 
four fresh eggs, was situated on a lateral branch very near 
the top, and invisible except from directly underneath. The 
foundation was of typical twigs, the cup consisting of grass 
plaited with moss and thickly lined with brown hen's feathers 
standing up above the rim and curling inwards. The tree 
was 30 yards from the main road, with houses on both sides 
of it. 

On April 1st I saw a flock of eight birds behaving in a very 
curious manner. They were on the outskirts of a village, and 
flew round in a circle calling loudly, and repeatedly settled in 
a small group of firs. During this procedure they sometimes 
broke up into pairs, each pair fluttering nearly stationary 
in the air, appearing to court or fight, then flying back again 
to the same trees. They continued in this way on and off 
for three days, then left that place. I located what was pro
bably the same flock about a quarter of a mile away, where 
they remained throughout April and May. There was no 
sign of breeding, though several were in red plumage. 

On April 6th I watched a pair in a clump of Scots pines 
for two hours. The hen kept trying to break off twigs from 
the tips of the branches, while the cock, in red plumage, 
sang and fed alternately in the same tree. Twice he fed the 
hen, who fluttered her wings like a young bird. On the next 
day a gale was blowing and the cock was singing loudly on 
the leader of a 6-ft. seedling pine next to the nesting tree, the 
hen near the base gathering grass. Both flew to the nest, 
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which was just commenced, near the end of a lateral of the 
small pine about 20 ft. from the ground. Both birds always 
alighted on the same adjacent tree before flying to the nest 
with material. On the n t h the hen was moving her nest to 
the next tree. A big branch had been blown off just below 
the old nest and was hanging down the trunk. She made 
several trips to the first nest and carried beakfulls of grass to 
the new site. This nest was completed and quite typical, 
but was eventually destroyed by vermin. 

This site was quite different from that of the other pair— 
there were no houses for half a mile, and the isolation was 
shared by the Hobby, numerous Wood-Larks, and the Dartford 
Warbler. H. T. GOSNELL. 

[That the cock Crossbill takes no actual part in the building 
of the nest, though very faithfully accompanying the hen, as 
described above by Mr. Gosnell (see also J. K. Stanford, Vol. 
XXI . , p. 7 5 ; A. T. Wilson, Vol. XXVI. , p. 22), seems to be 
usual. But in 1910, as the result of watching a number of 
nests in Kent, Messrs. J. R. Hale and T. P. Aldworth remark : 
"we very rarely saw the cock bird building " (Vol. IV., p. 212), 
and in the same year in Hampshire, after stating that the hen 
did most of the building escorted everywhere by the cock, I 
noted " two or three times in the course of half an hour we 
saw the cock carry stuff to the nest and work it in " (Vol. I I I . , 
p. 401).—H.F.W.] 

TWO-BARRED CROSSBILL SEEN IN Y O R K S H I R E . 
DURING the spring of 1931 I had been visiting all the likely 
places for Crossbills in the neighbourhood of Goathland. 

On May 3rd, 1931, I went to a very likely looking wood 
with some fine old Scots pines dotted about in clumps. As 
I entered, a single bird, about 50 yards away, flew up (I think 
off the ground) into a pine. I was looking out for Crossbills, 
but , even so, took this to be a hen Chaffinch on first sight 
owing to its white markings. The bird pitched on an out
stretching branch about 30 feet up. When I got a good view 
with glasses it was hanging back downmost, and was a t work 
on a pine cone. I watched it for about a minute and got a 
very good view at 25 yards or less. The two white wing-bars 
were quite conspicuous, and it was an undoubted Crossbill 
with the usual " parrot " movements. I ts size appeared to 
be that of a small Common Crossbill. The general colouring 
of the upper parts was a dirty greyish yellow, rather dark, 
with streaks ; rump lighter and conspicuous in flight; under-
parts lighter. I saw nothing red. 
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I have no doubt tha t this bird was a Two-barred Crossbill 
(Loxia leucoptera bifasciata). 

I t suddenly flew off and I never saw it again, though I 
searched hard that day and three or four days subsequently. 

I t did not join other Common Crossbills which were within 
ioo yards or I should certainly have seen it again, as I 
watched these (a pair) all day, and on several other days later, 
when they were with about twenty more. \Y. S. MEDLICOTT. 

SPOTTED FLYCATCHER REARING T H R E E BROODS. 
M Y cousin, Mr. R. O. L. E. Jones, informs me that a pair of 
Spotted Flycatchers [Muscicapa s. striata) raised three broods 
this summer (1932) at the Hayes, Oswestry, Shropshire. The 
nests were on the top hinges of his garage door. The birds 
began to nest on the hinge on the left-hand side in mid-May 
and the third brood was reared in the same nest in mid-
August. The second brood was in a nest on the right-hand 
side. There was only one infertile egg in the three nests. 

For some years now two broods have been raised, one on 
each side, the right side usually first. This hinge has been a 
nesting-site for more than twenty years. In August, 10,14, 
I spent much time photographing and watching the birds at 
a nest there, and some of my observations were published in 
British Birds, Vol. VIII . , p. 114. In 1925 something upset 
the birds and the nest was deserted with three pure white eggs 
in it, one of them broken. This is the only case I have known 
of pure white eggs of this bird. We expected tha t this meant 
tha t the site would not be used again, and were very pleased 
to see a pair come to it again in 1926, but the female was 
evidently a different bird. J. H. O W E N . 

NUMBER OF EGGS IN CLUTCH OF RING-OUZEL. 
T H E spring of 1932 was an exceptionally good one for the 
Ring-Ouzel (Turdits t. torquatus), and most of the favourite 
nesting-sites on the Pennines known to me were occupied 
and nests contained sets of eggs above the average in number. 
On May 28th, 1932, Mr. F. Taylor and I found a nest, 
a photograph of which is here reproduced, with an 
abnormal set of six eggs at Naden Valley, S.E. Lanes., four 
of them of the usual type, two somewhat incubated and two 
infertile, and the remaining two fertile, but pale and poorly 
marked. On the following day at Blackstone Edge, S.E. 
Lanes., we found a nest with five chipping eggs—the first 
of this number ever seen by Mr. Taylor in 50 years' experience 
on the moors of this district. 
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My own observations on Ring-Ouzels in the Peak of Derby
shire during the past eight years has shown that four is the 
regular number of eggs in a set, but this year I found the first 
set with five eggs—on May 4th near Buxton. Also on this 
day I saw nests with four, four, three and one eggs ; the last 
two nests contained incomplete clutches which were made up 
to fours later, and between May 5th and May 31st I found 
six other nests each with four eggs. On May 8th, searching 

Nest of Ring-Ouzel with six eggs, 

at Blackstone Edge, Mr. Taylor and I found four nests with 
four eggs, and at various dates in different localities in S.E. 
Lanes., Mr. Taylor saw eight more nests with four eggs. 
Mr. H. Thornton tells us that near Rishworth Moor, W. Riding 
of Yorkshire, on May 16th, 1926, he saw a nest with six fresh 
eggs ; the only one of this number out of nearly 300 nests 
personally examined, though he has seen nests with five eggs 
in this locality annually. 

A nest of six eggs in S.E. Lanes, is exceedingly rare and one 
of five eggs is uncommon ; yet on the Lancashire side of the 
Penmnes, less than 30 miles N.W. of the places mentioned, 
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Mr. R. H. Wrigley (whose knowledge of the breeding Ring-
Ouzel is unequalled) finds nests with five eggs quite frequently. 
He writes to me that once only has he found a nest of six 
eggs—" very many years ago " ; this season in one day he 
saw eleven clutches composed of ten fours and one five, 
and some days later he saw four other sets with four eggs and 
three sets each with five. 

A wet season seems beneficial to the laying Ring-Ouzel. 
I find that 1925, 1927 and 1932 were good years, and in each 
case there was a wet April in the Peakland hills. But of 
course this does not explain why the Ring-Ouzels of one dis
trict should maintain a better laying average than the Ring-
Ouzels breeding in a similar locality less than 30 miles away, 
but the fact remains. JOHN ARMITAGE. 

SONG OF SHETLAND WREN. 
WHEN in Shetland in 1932 we noticed that the song of the 
Shetland Wren (Troglodytes t. zetlandicus), although easily 
recognizable as a Wren-song, differed from that of the main
land bird. The song is shorter, with few shakes and trills, 
sweeter and less shrill. One up and down phrase of a musical 
quality recurs frequently. Also a rather harsh reeling note, 
not unlike a note in the Whinchat's song. This seems to be 
the counterpart of the English bird's trill. M. G. ROBINSON. 

[The song of the Outer Hebrides Wren (T. t. hebridensis) has 
been described by Mr. A. B. Duncan (Scot. Nat., 1929, p. 179) 
as " more of a ripple and less disjointed than that of mainland 
Wrens ". The note of the St. Kilda Wren (T. t. hirtensis) has 
been described as " louder and harsher", " louder, clearer and 
more prolonged " and " finer and less bubbling " than that 
of the Common Wren.—EDS.] 

LESSER SPOTTED WOODPECKER IN PEMBROKE
SHIRE. 

ON May 30th, 1932, I flushed a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker 
(Dryobates m. comminiitus) near Llangwm Ferry. It flew off 
in a westerly direction across the Cleddau towards Llangwm. 
Messrs. Ingram and Salmon inform me that the only recent 
record for Pembrokeshire they have note of is that of one 
seen by Mr. Bertram Lloyd near Haverfordwest on July 10th, 
1930. R. M. LOCKLEY. 

EVIDENCE FOR DOUBLE-BROOD IN STONE-CURLEW1. 
ON August 22nd, 1932, I saw a Stone-Curlew (Burhinus m. 
cedicnemus) incubating two eggs on an area of waste land 
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in east Suffolk. These eggs hatched on September 4th. I 
was informed by a thoroughly competent and trustworthy 
observer that on this same, well-defined and not extensive, 
piece of ground, there were towards the end of June a couple 
of young Stone-Curlews, approaching the flying stage, with 
their parents. I do not believe two pairs would adopt, even in 
succession, the same territory ; the circumstances seem to me 
to suggest strongly a second brood, which would be contrary 
to what most authorities say about this bird. T. G. POWELL. 

On September 13th, 1932, when walking over open heath 
land in east Suffolk, my companion, a keeper, took me to the 
site of a Stone-Curlew's nest where two or three days pre
viously there were two eggs. The eggs, however, were now 
not there, but after careful hunting we soon found, a few yards 
away, the two young chicks crouching down and just about 
one or two days old. G. BIRD. 

[In the Practical Handbook, p. 497, I described the Stone-
Curlew as single brooded. At that time the only reason for 
suspecting that a second brood was occasionally reared was 
the finding of eggs or young late in the season, which might 
well have been due to the loss of previous layings. Since then 
Mr. J. Walpole Bond has expressed his belief that this species 
is sometimes double-brooded, and Major C. Smeed (antea, 
Vol. XVII., p. 65) gives strong, but not quite conclusive, 
evidence that one pair bred twice in 1923. In this case there 
was a possibility that the chicks of the first brood had come 
to grief so that Mr. Powell's evidence is of much interest. 
Mr. Bird's record of recently hatched young on September 
13th is later than any date of which I have any note, and 
strengthens the evidence for double broodedness.— F.C.R.J.] 

SIZE OF CLUTCHES OF COMMON TERN. 
WITH reference to the note (antea, Vol. XXV., p. 104) on 
clutches of eggs of the Common Tern (Sterna hirundo), it may 
be of interest to state the conditions which occurred in a 
north Lancashire colony this year. Out of a total of 367 
clutches counted there was only one with four eggs, 210 had 
three eggs each and 156 had two or one eggs. The eggs were 
deposited this yeax rather earlier than usual and there were 
a number of full clutches on May 29th. E. LI. SAVAGE. 

SISKIN BREEDING IN SHROPSHIRE.—Mr. H. E. Forrest in
forms us that a reliable correspondent of his has given him 
details of the breeding of two pairs of Siskins (Carduelis 
spinus) in Shropshire in 1932, and of at least one pair in 1931, 
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when one of a brood was caught in August. The nest was 
in a damson tree in an orchard. 

ICELAND R E D W I N G IN DONEGAL.—Mr. G. R. Humphreys 
has recorded the occurrence of two Iceland Redwings (Turdus 
m. coburni) at lighthouses in Galway and Mayo (Vol. XXV., 
p. 223). I can now add a third. Mr. C. B. Moffat kindly 
sent me a cutting from the People's Press in which it was 
recorded t ha t Mr. B . Smyth had found in a field a t St. John
ston, co. Donegal, on April 9th, 1932, a " thrush " bearing 
a ring marked Skovgaard, 26553 Eur. Mr. Skovgaard kindly 
informs me that this ring was put on a nestling Redwing 
a t Hof, south-east Iceland, on June 20th, 1930.—II.F.W. 

HOOPOE IN LANCASHIRE.—Mr. E. Hardy informs us tha t 
on September 3rd, 1932, a Hoopoe (Upupa epops) visited 
Allerton Tower Gardens, a Liverpool Corporation park on 
the southern border of the city, adjacent to Woolton, and 
spent the afternoon on the lawn where it also at tracted the 
interest of the gardener and local bird-watchers, its black and 
white barring drawing the attention of passers-by. It was 
apparently feeding on earthworms or insects. Mr. Hardy 
recorded the occurrence of a Hoopoe at Birkenhead on June 
n t h (antea, p. 98). 

G R E E N WOODPECKER IN INVERNESS-SHIRE.—Mrs. F . E. 
Skelton states {Scot. Nat., 1932, p, 72) tha t " last year " (no 
date given) she saw on two occasions a Green Woodpecker 
(Picus viridis) between Foyers and Inverness. 

OSPREY IN YORKSHIRE.—Sir A. E. Pease informs us that 
on September 24th, 1932, he had a splendid view of an Osprey 
[Pandion halicetus) flying over Guisbrough Park. After 
soaring about for some minutes the bird disappeared in the 
direction of Teesmouth. 

G R E E N SANDPIPER IN ANGLESEY.—Dr . W. H. Dobie informs 
us tha t two Green Sandpipers (Tringa ochropus) were put up 
on September 19th, 1932 (one of them being shot and sent to 
him), a t a pool near Llynon Hall, about three miles from the 
east coast, north of Holyhead Island. Previous occurrences 
in Anglesey were reported in 1921 and 1922 (see British Birds, 
Vol. XVI. , pp. 112 and 193). 


	Breeding-habits of Crossbills observed in Hampshire
	Two-Barred Crossbill seen in Yorkshire
	Spotted Flycatcher rearing three broods
	Number of eggs in clutch of Ring-Ouzel
	Song of Shetland Wren
	Lesser Spotted Woodpecker in Pembrokeshire
	Evidence for double-brood in Stone-Curlew
	Size of clutches of Common Tern
	Siskin breeding in Shropshire
	Iceland Redwing in Donegal
	Hoopoe in Lancashire
	Green Woodpecker in Inverness-shire
	Osprey in Yorkshire
	Green Sandpiper in Anglesey



