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REVIEWS. 
Bird Haunts in Wild Britain. By R. N. Winnall and G. K. Yeates. 

(Philip Allan). Illustrated, IOS. 6d. 
IN this book we have chapters on the Berkshire Downs with the 
Stone-Curlew as the chief attraction, woodland birds (Tawny Owl and 
•others), marshland (Lapwing, Snipe and Redshank), a Berkshire lake, 

a Sussex river, a moor in which Arctic Skuas figure prominently, the 
cliffs and shores of Caithness, northern lochs with Red-throated and 
Black-throated Divers, and a study of a Rookery. Thirty-one photo
graphs, representing twenty species, have been reproduced and printed 
on each side of the paper, making fifteen plates and a frontispiece. 
These are on the whole quite successful, but not in any way exceptional 
either in technique or the at t i tude of the birds, which are a t the nest— 
a much over-photographed position. 

The authors are very enthusiastic and keen and they have rather 
more to say of the birds and less of the trials and troubles incidental to 
photography than is often to be found in similar books, and many of 
their observations" are interesting, though mostly too brief. The best 
chapters perhaps are those on the Rook (with an exceptionally good 
photograph), the Divers, with some interesting notes on the behaviour 
of a Black-throated and the cries of the Red-throated, and the Arctic 
Skuas. In a long introduction we have a confession of faith, which is 
on sensible lines, and although hardly two people think quite alike 
on such questions as protection, shooting, collecting and photography, 
we have little to cavil a t in the authois ' opinions, and their outspoken 
expression may do something towards the cultivation of a middle 
course and the lessening of factions and extremes, which are detrimental 
both to birds and ornithology. 

We have noted one or two slips and may mention Scandinavian 
Meadow-Pipit instead of Rock-Pipit on page 131, and the curious 
statement on page 105 tha t diving ducks, unlike surface feeders, are not 
deprived of flight during their moult. 

Close-Ups of Birds. By H. X. Southern. Illustrated. (Hutchinson.) 
15s. net. 

ABOUT half this book is devoted to the Heron ; then follow chapters 
on a Pembrokeshire island and its Puffins, Razorbills and Guillemots, 
Texel and Avocets and Black-tailed Godwits, photographing ducks in 
winter and finally Grassholm and its Gannets. 

Turning first to the photographs, which are the raison d'etre of the 
book, there are thirty-three of these, mostly enlarged to the full size 
of the page. Many are very good, but in some, perhaps due to over-
enlargement, there is a want of sharpness or a lack of detail. The 
Guillemot and Razorbill, facing page 144, for instance, are crudely 
black and white and show none of the correct tones and detail to be 
seen in a photograph of the same two species reproduced1 opposite 
page 133. Most of the Heron photographs, both of young and old, are 
very good. Those of the Avocet, Black-tailed Godwit and Black Tern 
flying, though not technically good, are a relief from the stereotyped 
bird-at-the-nest position. The view from the sea of the Grassholm 
Gannetry is an impressive picture. Besides the photographs, the book 
is embellished with humorous head- and tail-pieces in pen and ink 
by Richard Southern. 
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So far as observations on birds go the author's remarks about the 
Herons are the best and deserve attention, because he has watched these 
birds for considerable peiiods and not merely just when the bird 
approached the nest and until the necessary photographs were secured. 
These observations were made at Buscot and Otmoor. Mr. Southern's 
statement that the Common Heron is not by nature a tree-breeder can 
hardly be borne out by the facts. One might infer from his remarks 
tha t Herons breed in reed-beds as a rule in Holland, but it was shown 
in the 1925 census in tha t country tha t out of 127 heronries only two 

were in reeds. Herons of various species in many parts of the world 
breed more often in trees than elsewhere. 

Besides the chapters on the Heron there are interesting observations 
on various birds here and there throughout the book, but, as in most 
works of the kind, too much space is devoted, in our opinion, to inci
dents of travel and difficulties connected with photography. Many 
of the incidents are trivial, and surely the doings of the birds are more 
interesting and can be told in a way which does not detract from a 
book's popular appeal: or is it considered that readers regard an observa
tion on birds as such strong meat that it can only be swallowed in a 
liberal mixture of pap ? 
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