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LETTERS. 
NOTES AND BEHAVIOUR OF GREEN SANDPIPERS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to the previous notes on this subject {antea, 
pp. 41, 139 and 172) I give my 1932 notes on the bird a t Brooklands 
Sewage Farm, Surrey, in the lower Thames valley. 

July 14th.—One preening when first seen. Flushed twice, and on 
both occasions it flew low for not more than 200 yards and settled 
again. No sound heard. 

July 17th. One flushed at fairly close quarters, about 15 yards. 
Hew low for about 50 yards and settled again. Silent. 

July igth.—One flushed, flew- low (about 6 ft. up) for less than 200 
yards and went down silent. Put up again it returned silently to 
where it had first come from. 

August 16th.—Going round the farm I put up several times one which 
gave the triple call, flew a short distance and went down again. When 
I got to the last area four got up together and went off, attaining a 
fair height. They flew overhead again about two minutes later, and 
there were then six instead of four. Gave the triple call frequently. 

August 17th.—Six present. Three were flushed together and fiew 
low about 50 yards, calling " tlee-tee-tee ". One flew low silently about 
150 yards. None appeared to " t o w e r " , but it was getting dark by 
the time 1 had been all round the farm. V. A. I). HOLLOM. 

ROSEATE TERNS W I T H T H R E E EGGS 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,— 1 have read Mr. Marples' note in your last issue {antea, 
pp. 168-9). On June 20th, 1929, a t the same nesting-site, I came across 
one of these grass-covered scrapes containing three eggs of the Roseate 
Tern {Sterna d. dougallii). These I concluded were the product of 
more than one bird, the one scrape having been made use of owing to 
the highly congested condition existing a t the colony, a point which 
Mr. Marples has not taken into consideration or inadvertently omitted 
to mention in his note. 

Having examined in situ a large number of clutches of this species 
since I rediscovered the Roseate Tern breeding in Ireland (Vol. VII . , 
p. 186) I would remark that genuine clutches of two eggs usually include 
one egg shorter in length than the other, though the characteristic 
shape is retained. In the clutch of three eggs referred to by me two 
conformed to this description as regards size and shape, but the third 
was exceptionally elongated, having a flattened appearance with width 
below the average. The markings were typical of the eggs of this 
species, yet there was no uniformity of colouring between any of the 
three eggs. G. R. HUMPHREYS. 
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