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NOTES FROM RESERVOIRS AND SEWAGE FARMS. 
PASSAGE ON A CHESHIRE SEWAGE-FARM IN THE AUTUMNS 

OF iQ3i AND 1932. 
BY 

T. A. COWARD. 
IN" the late summers and autumns of 193T and 1932 I visited 
the Altrincham U.D.C. sewage-farm at irregular intervals 
between the beginning of July and beginning of December. 
On many occasions I was accompanied by Mr. T. Baddeley, 
and Messrs. A. W. Boyd, A. G. Haworth and I. Whittaker 
supplied me with notes relating to their visits. These, with 
their permission, I have incorporated with mine. 

The farm covers a large area of drained and cultivated 
moss-land, formerly part of the once extensive Carrington 
Moss. It is divided into small fields or " tanks," which are 
in rotation flooded, drained, ploughed and planted. Wading 
birds and Gulls move from tank to tank, according to the 
condition of the sludge ; the tanks are evidently most pro
ductive when the water is sinking in or draining off after 
flooding. The food of the birds seems to be worms, dipterous 
larvae and flies, and some crustaceans (Daphnia). The 
numbers of various species vary greatly according to the 
volume of passage, but except with a few noticeable birds it is 
difficult to say how long individuals remain on the farm. 

Passerine birds visit the cultivated tanks, and at times 
large flocks are attracted to the big beds of seeding Persicaria 
and other weeds. No special note was kept of the fluctua
tions. Greenfinches (Chloris chloris) were in exceptionally 
large numbers on July 21st and September 30th, 1931. In 
.1931 Yellow and Pied Wagtails (Motactlla rayi and yarrellii) 
were plentiful about the middle of July, but in both years 
they were most abundant in the second and third weeks of 
August and early in September. Mr. Baddeley and I saw 
only one party of White Wagtails (Motactlla alba) ; about half-
a-dozen were on one tank on August 24th, 1932. Grey Wag
tails (Motacilla cinerea) arc very infrequent visitors ; two came 
in to roost on August 19th, 1931, and I saw four together on 
September 16th, 1932. 

In both years a few odd Wheatears (Ginanthe cenanthe) 
appeared in August, and on August 19th, 1931, there were 
numbers of Whinchats (Saxicola rubetra) on the cultivated 
fields. 

Hirundines passed in varying numbers throughout the 
whole seasons; the most remarkable movements were of 
Sand-Martins (Riparia ripariu) in the first and second weeks 
of September, 1932. after the birds had been in very small 
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numbers throughout August. On September 7th, when the 
Martins were most abundant, unusually large numbers came 
in to roost in the reeds on Knutsford Moor, about eight miles 
due south. 

In 1931 Swifts (Apus apus) were passing throughout 
August, the last being noted on September 7th, but in 1932 the 
greatest rush was towards the end of July, and on the 19th 
and 20th the crowds above some of the tanks were enormous. 

Ducks fly from the meres to feed at night, and a few may 
be seen by day, especially Mallard (Anas platyrhyncha) and 
Teal (Anas crecca) and more rarely Shovelers (Spatula 
ciypcata). Mallards and Tufted Ducks (Nyroca faligula) 
have nested on the farm, and perhaps other species. On 
November 2nd, 1932, Mr. Baddeley and I watched a Goldencye 
(Bucephala clangula) diving repeatedly in the shallow water. 

Snipe (Capella gallinago) were most numerous in 1931 
about August 12th and October 12th to 14th, and in 1932 the 
peaks of abundance were much the same, and in the third week 
of September. The only Jack Snipe (Lymnocryptes minimus) 
seen was watched at close quarters by Mr. Baddeley and me on 
August 30th, 1932. It was feeding with two Common Snipe, 
one the grey phase and the other ruddy, and the disparity in 
size struck us long before we were able, under convenient 
cover, to get within a few yards of the unsuspecting birds. 

From September 30th until October 23rd, 1931, a Little 
Stint (Calidris minuta) was with the Dunlins (Calidris alpina) ; 
none was seen in 1932. In 1931 the numbers of Dunlins 
present varied from about a score in the middle of July to 
over seventy on the 21st, after which they dropped steadily 
until the end of September, when there was a short increase, 
followed by a decline in October. On about the same date 
in July, 1932, the birds numbered about fifty, but after a 
decrease rose to well over a hundred on August 8th. There 
was a slight increase again at the beginning of November. 

I saw no Curlew-Sandpipers (Calidris testaeea) in 1932, but 
in 1931 four were present on August 27th, seven or eight a 
few days later, and the number rose to ten or more at the 
beginning of September. On July 15th, 1931, I saw a single 
earl}- Sanderling (Crocethia alba). 

In 1931 a Ruff (Philomachus piignax) remained from about 
September 6th to 12th, and in 1932 the first appeared about 
July 15th and remained at least a week. Another was noticed 
on August 20th and on the 30th a Reeve. How many were 
seen and missed in September it is difficult to say, for on the 
4th and 7th there was a Ruff and two Reeves, on the 16th 
one Ruff only was detected, but on the 17th, 21st and 27th 
a Ruff and Reeve. 
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In 1932 a single Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) was 
on the tanks from August 16th to 30th. Curlews (Numenius 
arquata) passed occasionally and more rarely alighted in 
August and September. 

Redshanks (Tringa totanns) are present all the year round, 
but there are always marked fluctuations in numbers. Thus 
from 30-35 early in August, 1931, the number rose to well over 
a hundred at the end of the month, declined to about half 
that number on September 12th and rose again to over 100 
on the 14th. In 1932 over 200 were present on July 19th, 
but after that the number fell, decreasing and increasing a 
little until the end of October. 

In 1931 a Grecnshank [Tringa nebularia) was noted on 
August 9th, and in 1932 one on August 16th and another on 
September 21st. Common Sandpipers (T. hypoleitcos) are 
about the tanks in July and August, sometimes three or four, 
sometimes as many as a dozen at once. Green Sandpipers 
(T. ochropus) and Wood-Sandpipers (7". glareola) are usually 
present, the former more frequently, though it is not always 
easy to distinguish the birds when on the wing. In 1931 from 
one to six Greens were seen on various dates from July 21st 
to October 14th, six on August gth and five on September 
19th. In 1932 three was the largest number on any one day, 
but birds were noted on twelve dates between July 15th and 
September 21st. Woods were clearly identified on three: 
dates in 1931 and six in 1932. 

Ringed Plovers (Charadrius hiaticula), usually with Dunlins, 
were seen on ten visits in 1931 and fourteen in 1932, the 
numbers varying from single birds at the end of July and late 
September to fifteen on August 27th, 1931, and twenty-three 
on August 20th, 1932. Golden Plover (C. apricarius) came 
to the tanks three or four together on a few occasions, but 
Lapwings {Vanellus vanellus) were often in immense numbers. 
On August 18th and 19th, 1931, three Turnstones (Arenaria 
interpret) were on the farm, and one remained until the 23rd. 

Gulls of three species come to the tanks, sometimes the 
Black-headed Gulls (Lams ridibundus) in exceptional numbers 
in August and September. On September 7th, 1932, a Black 
Tern (Chlidonias niger) was feeding over one or two tanks, 
on the 15th and 16th it was joined by another, and one 
remained until the 18th. 

STAFFORDSHIRE RESERVOIRS. 
B Y A. \V. BOYD. 

THE following notes from Staffordshire Reservoirs for the 
twelve months ending September, 1932, refer (except where 
otherwise stated) to the most westerly of the large reservoirs 



VOL. xxvi ] NOTES FROM RESERVOIRS. 249 

in south Staffordshire, to which previous notes in recent years 
have referred. 

In addition I include notes kindly sent me by Mr. H. G. 
Alexander, which cover the period from April, 1929, to Sep
tember, 1932, and comprise records from Messrs. F. R. Barlow 
and J. D. Wood. Some of these notes confirmed within a few 
days occurrences already published in the three previous 
volumes of British Birds and to these 1 have not referred. 
I give the initials of the recorder and the year of each record, 
except of those records for which I am responsible. 

WHITE WAGTAIL (Motacilla a. alba).—One seen on March 
19th, 1932 (H.G.A.). 

SHELD-DUCK (Tadoma tadorna).—One on December 7th, 
1931 (F.R.B. and J.D.W.). On February 7th, 1931,1 saw five 
at Gailey Pool and on the same day three others at Doddington 
Fool in S. Cheshire, two miles from the Staffs, border—-two 
occurrences which possibly suggest a movement at this time 
of the year. 

GAD WALL (Anas strepera).—A pair on May 17th, 1930 
(H.G.A.). 

GARGANEY (Anas querquedula).—A drake on May 17th, 
1930 (H.G.A.). 

WIGEON (Anas penelope).—As before, Wigeon remained in 
considerable numbers till the spring of 1932 ; on March 28th 
there were still 150 present and I noticed a group of drakes 
swimming about in a close bunch with their tails held erect— 
evidently some form of display. On July 24th there was a 
drake on Copmere, further north in the county. 

SHOVELER (Spatula clypeata).—Always present and much 
more plentiful than in the last few years, during which there 
had been a distinct falling off in the numbers of this species. 
H.G.A. reports about forty in April, 1931, and at the begin
ning of March, 1932, I noticed that they had increased to 
about forty from a dozen or so in early February ; the forty 
included thirteen pairs in one spot. On March 28th I 
counted about fifty and watched a display in which drake 
and duck acted identically: they stretched their necks up 
straight and then bobbed their heads, bowing to one another 
—a display similar to that described by Millais in British 
Surface-feeding Ducks, but rather more emphatic. 

POCHARD (Nyroca f. ferina).—Little in evidence during the 
summer of 1932 on the days when I visited the reservoirs 
(I saw two drakes on June 12th) ; but by July 24th there were 
more than twenty present and twenty-five on Copmere. 

TUFTED DUCK (Nyroca fwligula).—Bred freely—one brood 
of twelve on July 24th. On September 12th I noted that 
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their numbers were definitely reduced, and on the previous 
day found that almost all Tufteds had left a S. Cheshire 
water where seven pairs had been seen with young some six 
weeks before. Is an extensive movement at this time of tin: 
year recognized ? 

GOLDENEYE (Bucephala c. clangtda).— In small numbers 
till at least April 24th ; not exceeding a dozen ; not so 
plentiful as usual. 

GOOSANDER (Mergus in. merganser).—The usual occur
rences from December 7th (F.R.B. and J.D.W.) till March. 
The largest number seen together was eleven (including six 
adult drakes) on March 6th on Gailey Pool. 

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax c. carbo).—Several records: 
1931. -January ist, one on Gailey Pool; December 7th, three 
on Gailey Pool and two on the most westerly reservoir 
(F.E.B., J.D.W.). On March 28th, 1932,1 saw four flying over 
at some height to the west. Cormorants are not often seen on 
these Staffs, reservoirs and yet on the Ellesmere group of 
meres in N. Shropshire—between 30 and 40 miles to the 
N.W. -they occur regularly and in considerable numbers, 
often on every mere in the group. For example, on March 
13th on White Mere, one of the Ellesmere group, I counted 
26 Cormorants, 16 or 18 of which were swimming in a close 
bunch. 

RED-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps griseigena).—On December 
7th, 1931, one at Gailey Pool (Mr. W. B. Alexander and 
J.D.W.). 

OYSTER-CATCHER (Htematopus ostralegus).—On February 
7th, 1932, I saw the first that I personally have seen in 
Staffs. ' 

RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius h. hiaticula).—Further records: 
1929.—April 6th (F.R.B. and J.D.W.) ; May 20th, four 
passing (H.G.A.). 1930.—May 17th, two passing (H.G.A.). 
1932.—September 12th, one. 

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina).—1932, one, March 19th; two, 
April 14th (H.G.A.). 

WIHMBREL {Numenius p. pluvopus).—On May 20th, 1929, 
heard passing (H.G.A.). 

JACK SNIPE (Lymnocryptes minimus).—Two on Jan. ist, 
1932 (H.G.A.). I have never seen this species at the reservoir. 

BLACK TERN (Chlidonias n. niger).—Two on September 
12th, 1932, one of which showed a fair amount of black on 
the breast. 

COMMON TERN (Sterna h. Mr undo).—Seen on three dates in 
1932 : one on June 12th, one on July 24th and one on Sep
tember 12th. That seen on July 24th was certainly a Common 
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Tern and the other two probably the same. H.G.A. saw an 
adult Common Tern on September 27th. 

ARCTIC TERN (Sterna macrura).—On September 27th 
H.G.A. identified an immature Arctic Tern resting on the mud 
with an adult Common Tern—seeing it within a distance of 
six or eight yards. 

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Lams r. ridibundus).—In small 
numbers throughout the year except that I saw none during 
a visit in June. Twenty-five at Gailey Pool on March 6th 
was the largest number seen together. 

COMMON GULL (Lams c. canus).—One or two on March 29th, 
1930 (F.R.B., J.D.W.). 

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Lams fuscus).—On May 
17th, 1930, two immature birds passing (H.G.A.). On April 
24th, 1932, seven adults passing. 

COOT (Fulica a. atra).—There is evidence of considerable 
movement at times. The bird breeds freely and I counted 
more than 70 on the water on June 12th; but, whereas on 
February 7th there were few on the reservoir, on March 6th 
I saw three close groups of 150, 50 and 30 ; and on September 
12th counted 150 on Cannock Chase Reservoir, a bare pool 
which lacks suitable breeding sites, and almost 100 on Gailey 
Pool on the same day. 

NORTH WORCESTERSHIRE RESERVOIRS, 1932. 

B Y H. G. ALRXANDKR. 

A NUMBER of observers have visited the Upper and Lower 
Bittell reservoirs during the past year, and have contributed 
to the following records. The most notable feature of the 
year has been the exceptional number of Terns that have 
been seen at the reservoirs during the autumn. Mr. E. St. G. 
Betts, whose visits have been most frequent, tells me that 
between June 28th and October 16th he observed Terns on 
twelve separate occasions, but unfortunately not all of them 
could be identified. The total number seen must be nearly 
twenty. A Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis) was identified 
on July 25th, an Arctic Tern (S. macrura) on September 
3rd, single Black Terns (Chlidonias niger) were present on 
September 19th and October 10th and 12th, and a Common 
Tern (S. hirundo) was present each day from September 23rd 
to September 27th and on the 29th; and a second bird of 
the same species was with it on the 26th, and was seen to 
leave in a south-easterly direction. A Tern, probably 
Common, was present as late as October 15th. 

Although there has been more mud than for several years 
past during the autumn, surprisingly few waders have been 
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seen. Single Green Sandpipers (Tringa ochropus) were present 
on August 20th, September 9th, 10th and 14th ; single 
Dunlins (Calidris alpina) appeared from time to time from 
September 9th, twice there were two together, and on 
December 10th there were six. To the best of my knowledge, 
this is the first record of Dunlins at these reservoirs in 
December. 

The passage of Common Sandpipers (T. hypoleucos) was 
considerable and unusually prolonged, the last being seen 
on October 8th. The only two unusual waders have been 
seen by Miss C. James : a Whimbrel (Ntimenhis phceopus) on 
March 6th, and a Grey Plover (Squatarola squatarola) on 
November 7th. Single Curlews, Redshank and Golden 
Plover have been noted, and a probable Greenshank, but no 
Ringed Plovers. 

A Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) was swimming on the 
Upper Bittell reservoir on February 6th, and flying at ease 
over the water. The weather was dull and not very cold; 
there had been no high winds for over a fortnight. On 
November 6th, in the late afternoon, six immature Common 
Gulls (Larus canus) flew over the reservoirs in an easterly 
direction ; and on November 26th seven, also immature, 
were seen to fly over to the north-west. The species is not 
at all commonly seen in the district, though it appears from 
time to time on migration. Probably its nearest winter 
haunts, in Gloucestershire, are fifty miles away. 

The Great Northern Diver (Colymbus immer) that was 
present in the middle of January has already been recorded 
by Mr. Betts. Two Cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo) were 
also present on January 18th. 

Of ducks, a pair of Garganey (Anas querquedtila) were seen 
between November 26th and April 15th; a Golden-eye 
(Bucephala clangula) was seen as late as May 7th, and the 
first autumn appearance (three immature birds) was on 
October 19th, rather an early date. The first Wigeon 
(.4. pendope) on October 7th was also unusually early. Single 
Scoters (Oidemia nigra) were seen on October 19th and 
November 19th. 

A single Swift (Apus apus) was present with Hirundines 
on September 5th. This is the first September record I 
know of in the district. White Wagtails (Motacilla a. alba) 
were observed by the Upper Bittell reservoir on April 9th, 
22nd and 23rd. A black-legged Phylloscopus, making the 
distinctive call-note which I believe to be characteristic of 
Ph. collybita abietinus, was observed in a bush by the Upper 
Bittell reservoir on September 23rd. 
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