
MOTES 
RARE BIRDS IN LINCOLNSHIRE. 

ROSE-COLOURED STARLING {Pastor roseus).—On September 
loth, 1932, a Rose-coloured Starling was seen by Mr. J. H. 
Stubbs in a grass field close to the village of North Cotes with 
a small flock of Starlings. He saw it at a very short distance 
and his description was so good that there can scarcely be any 
mistake. There was a fresh S.W. wind and showery weather. 

EVERSMANN'S WARBLER (Phylloscopus b. borealis).—While 
hunting the old shelter hedges near the coast at North Cotes 
for Woodcock on October 24th, 1932, I detected a small 
leaf Warbler flying along in front of the beater and keeping 
close to the foot of the hedge. As this date was late for a 
Chiffchaff or Willow-Wren, I paid special attention to the 
bird and soon noticed that it had a conspicuous white eye-
stripe. I shot the bird, which was unfortunately much 
shattered, but Gunn of Norwich contrived to make a recog
nizable skin of it. It was forwarded to Mr. H. F. Witherby, 
who very kindly identified it for me as Eversmann's Warbler. 
It is the first Lincolnshire and the eleventh British example. 
There was a certain amount of migration taking place, 
Hooded Crows, Rooks, Fieldfares, Larks and Lapwings 
travelling to N.W., and I noticed Great Tits, Wrens and 
Tree-Sparrows in the hedges. The wind was light N.W. and 
the weather fine. 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER (Phylloscopus h. prcemium).— 
On October 12th, 1932, I obtained an example of the Yellow-
browed Warbler at North Cotes. I t was in a thorn hedge 
close to the sea-shore. I t was a rather dull-coloured bird, 
with little trace of the pale stripe on the crown and the eye-
stripes less yellow than usual. There was practically no 
migration in progress, the only other migratory birds seen 
were a few Rock-Pipits and a single Redstart, while a few 
Geese, Lapwings and Golden Plovers were passing over to 
N.W. The wind was light S.W. and the weather fine. This 
is, I believe, the twelfth Lincolnshire example. G. H. C. HAIGH. 

SOME RESULTS OF RINGING AND TRAPPING 
SWALLOWS IN CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

IN British Birds, Vol. XXIV., p. 128, I gave some notes 
relative to ringing pairs of Swallows (Hirundo r. rustica) in 
1929, and re-trapping their sheds in 1930 ; the result was to 
show that one bird (out of twelve) returned to the same nest, 
while another nested in an adjoining shed. 

s 
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Out of nine pairs ringed in August, 1930, not a single bird 
turned up in August, 1931. In fact, seven of the sheds were 
not occupied (but see below). 

Now we come to the following year, which was more pro
ductive ; fourteen pairs were ringed in August, 1931, and here 
are the results of re-trapping their sheds in August, 1932 :— 

Sheds 1-7.—No birds nesting. 
Sheds 8 and 9.—Different pairs. 
Sheds 10 and 11.—One bird of each pair different, the other 

not caught. 
Shed 12.—Same female, different male. 
Shed 13.—Same female, male not caught. 
Shed 14.—Same pair. 

This last one is exceedingly interesting, as I believe there is 
no previous record of a pair of Swallows being ringed together 
and recovered together in a following year. 

Going back to sheds where pairs were ringed in 1930 :— 
/In 1931. None nesting in August. 
I In 1932. Same males, different females 

Sheds X and Y. > ^one 0f t j i e p a j r s j n another shed of the 
v same farm). 

The following figures from 1927, when I first started to 
catch adult Swallows, will give an idea of what percentage of 
recoveries one is likely to make by re-trapping :— 

Year. 

1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 

Nestlings 
Ringed. 

153 
104 
164 
142 
181 
194 

Adults 
(.'aught. 

3 
8 

17 
24 
43 
56 

-IViligCU 

Adults 
Caught.-

0 

2 
3 . 
4 
5 
9 

Per 
cent. 

— 
25 
17.7 
16.7 
11.6 
16.1 

These figures seem to suggest that one can make one re
covery out of every seven or eight adults caught. Probably 
this percentage could be increased by trapping in June and 
July as well as in August. {The area worked, in my case, is 
about 15 square miles.) 

The somewhat widespread opinion that the young birds 
return the following year and take their parents' nests, if the 
latter are no longer alive, is not in the least borne out by ring
ing Swallows. It will be seen above that during the five years 
1927-1931, 744 nestlings were marked, but out of the 148 
adults that were trapped from 1928-32 only three were found 
to have been ringed as young birds, and the nearest of these 
was half a mile from its birthplace. 
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To sum up the results from Swallows marked by myself 
up to the end of 1932 :— 

Adults returned to the same sheds the next year and/or a 
later year (sixteen recoveries, including repeats). Three others 
came back to the same farm, but nested in different sheds, 
while a fourth moved a distance of half a mile (its former 
shed was occupied by another pair). 

Nestlings return to the same district, but probably spread 
out very much further than adults—half a mile to thirteen 
miles (nine recoveries). J. F. THOMAS. 

NOTES ON THE SWALLOW AND SIZE OF BROODS 
IN CHESHIRE. 

DURING the summer of 1932 I paid particular attention to 
the Swallow (Hirundo h. rustica) population of several town
ships in the neighbourhood of Great Budworth, Cheshire, and 
attempted to make a fairly careful survey of certain limited 
areas and to discover the density of breeding pairs therein. 

The two townships most thoroughly surveyed are entirely 
rural, consisting of many small arable farms with a consider
able amount of meadow-land ; the acreage of the two com
bined is about 2,700 acres. I estimated the number of pairs 
of Swallows in this area to be about 112 or one pair to about 
24 acres. In the smaller township farm-houses are not far 
apart and the average worked out at one pair to 20 acres ; 
the other and larger township includes one large stretch of 
meadows without buildings and in that the average was one 
pair to 26 acres. 

Practically every farm has at least one pair of Swallows 
and seldom less than two pairs and, though the farmsteads 
are small—just a house with outbuildings—two of them held 
seven pairs apiece. 

It is obvious that in a country of farms of larger acreage 
and more widely spaced farm-houses the distribution of 
Swallows will be different and probably they will be less 
plentiful; the bigger ranges of buildings doubtless can house 
more pairs each, but every small farm contains cattle, pigs, 
etc., and the birds are associated with animals to a greater 
degree than casual observation might lead one to think. Their 
favourite nesting-sites are in stables, in shippons with the 
cattle, in pig-cotes and to a lesser degree in fowl-houses, and 
if the animals are removed the number of nesting pairs is 
very quickly reduced. Their attachment to mankind alone 
is not nearly so well defined, though there are often one or 
two pairs where no animals arc kept. 

In 1932 each pair, almost without exception, had two 
broods, but I knew only one definite case of a third brood in 
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the district. For the second brood the same nest is often 
used, but frequently enough a new one is built—the choice 
seems to be quite arbitrary. 

In addition to those built in the usual nesting-sites, I saw 
two in unusual positions : — 

A stick had been thrust into a gap in a wall and projected 
about two feet into a room ; a Swallow built its nest on the 
end of the stick (which is bent like the handle of a walking 
stick) and safely reared its young, though the stick vibrated 
violently every time the old bird left the nest. 

Another pair built their nest on the top of a Song-Thrush's 
nest from which the young had flown, a nest which itself had 
been built on an old Swallow's nest of the year before on a 
small ledge. 

Five birds ringed in 1931 were recaptured in the district 
in 1932. Of these, three were marked as adults and all three 
were found in the same farm as before—two in exactly the 
same place (one at the same nest) and the third in the next 
pig-cote, a few feet away; it is interesting to note that the 
cote in which it had nested in 1931 was occupied this year 
by another pair of birds. The other two were marked as 
nestlings : one was found 1J miles to the north and the other 
caught in a house within 100 yards of its original nest. 

The tendency of the young on their first return to scatter 
in the area in which they were born was shown in 1930 (antea, 
XXIV., pp. 160-1) and one of these records confirms this. 

The following table gives the size of broods in 1932 : 
Broods Total Average 

examined Average No. for 
and Broods of Brood, of the 

Month. ringed. 1 2 3 4 5 6 Broods. Year. 

103 • 4.01 

Total 103 4 4 18 41 32 4 

The average brood is slightly greater than in 1931, and, as 
in each of the five previous years, the first brood is larger than 
the second or later broods. A. W. BOYD. 
SIZE OF CLUTCHES AND BROODS OF SWALLOW IN 

YORKSHIRE IN 1932. 
DURING the spring and summer of 1932 the following figures 
were obtained—mostly in the immediate neighbourhood of 
Jixby Park, near Huddersfield. 

June 
July 
August 
September 

4 i 
25 
34 
3 

r 
1 
2 

— 

-
1 
2 
1 

8 
3 
(> 
1 

i r 
11 

18 
1 

17 
9 
6 
— 

4 
-
-
— 

4-34 
4.04 
3 7 
3<> 
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1st Broods.—Nine nests, eight with five eggs, one with four, 
average 4.88, infertile eggs 6.8 per cent., average size of 
broods 4.55. 

2nd Broods.—Eight nests, four with five eggs, two with 
four eggs and two with three eggs, average 4.25, infertile 
eggs 5.8 per cent., average size of broods 4.00. 

In one case of a second brood, when visited towards the 
end of August, the nest (which originally had five eggs) was 
found to contain three young Swallows—two infertile eggs 
and one perfectly fresh egg. j . C. S. ELLIS. 

PINE-CONE DIET OF GREAT SPOTTED 
WOODPECKER. 

I FIND that the Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dryobales m. 
anglicus) starts working the green pine-cones at about the 
end of the third week in July, and continues feeding on the 
seeds until the end of the following April. This year they 
started feeding on green cones on July 23rd, three days after 
the squirrels and at about the same time as the Crossbills. 
I have four separate birds under observation and they 
appear to be keeping roughly to their breeding territories. 
They all started on the green cones about the same time. 
The male Great Spotted Woodpecker, which has his territory 
in my wood, has consumed from August 13th, when I first 
started taking count, until October 30th, 3,021 cones, or an 
average of just over 38 a day. It works these cones at thirty-
two different places, twenty-seven in my wood and five just 
over my borders. Besides these places I have heard it 
working at five other places which up to now I have been 
unable to find. At the commencement the number consumed 
was rather irregular, some days as many as 74, and once 
only 15. Now it seems to have settled down to a regular 
40 a day. More than half of the feeding places have been 
in use for eight years, perhaps longer. The bird has four 
or five favourite feeding places, the rest are only used occa
sionally. For the last two months I have not known it to 
attack anything else except oak-root galls, which it splits 
open in situ for the grubs contained therein. 

I have spent many hours watching all three kinds of British 
Woodpeckers but have never yet seen them either drink or 
bathe, though the latter has been recorded. In the case 
of the Green and Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers, which seem to 
feed mainly upon insects, one could understand that they 
would seldom want to drink, but with the Great Spotted 
Woodpecker, which feeds largely on pine seeds for nine 
months in the year, one would expect the bird to drink fairly 
frequently. If one may judge by the frequency with which 
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the Crossbill drinks, this pine-seed diet must be very thirst 
producing. N. TRACY. 

LONG-TAILED DUCKS IN MIDDLESEX. 
I AM told that the Long-tailed Duck has, so far, not been 
recorded in Middlesex. On November n t h , 1932, I saw a 
Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis) at the Stanwell reser
voir, near Staines, and it was seen on the following day by 
two people. On the 16th at the same place I found two. 
On the 18th Mr. A. H. Macpherson saw four, and the same 
number were watched on November 20th by several 
observers. 

Since that date two, but I believe not more than two, have 
been seen on several occasions; the last known to me was on 
December 14th. DONALD GUNN. 

LONG-TAILED DUCK AND COMMON TERN IN 
ESSEX. 

ON December 9th, 1932, on one of the reservoirs near 
Walthamstow, on the Essex side of the River Lea, we found 
a Long-tailed Duck (Clangula hyemalis). This is the first 
occasion upon which this species has been recorded from these 
waters. This bird was not one of the Long-tailed Ducks 
which have for some weeks recently been seen at the Staines 
reservoirs, for the white on its face and neck was purer and 
more clearly denned, and its tail was short and up-turned ; 
whereas the birds at Staines, which are no doubt young, have 
their rectrices so short that they appear to possess no tails. 

On the same day we saw a Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 
flying over an adjoining reservoir. It was an adult bird and 
in good condition, apart from the fact that some of its central 
tail-feathers were imperfect. We do not know of any previous 
occurrence of the Common Tern in December in the neighbour
hood of London. J. P. HARDIMAN. 

A, HOLTE MACPHERSON. 

GREY PLOVERS IN SURREY. 
ON November 23rd, 1932, at the Barnes Reservoirs, near 
Hammersmith Bridge, I was startled by the call of a Grey 
Plover (Squatarola s. squatarola) just behind me. Before I 
could turn round two of these birds flew by at a distance of 
about fifteen yards and at a height of three or four feet from 
the ground. They did not alight, and appeared to be young 
birds. The dark axillaries were, of course, very conspicuous, 
and some yellow spots were visible on the upper parts of the 
nearer one. I believe this makes an addition to the long 
list of species known to have visited this group of reservoirs, 
while definite records of the occurrence of the Grey Plover in 
Surrey are very scarce. A. HOLTE MACPHERSON. 
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PUFFINS IN MIDDLESEX AND INLAND IN 
HAMPSHIRE. 

THE Zoological Society has recently received three specimens 
of the Puffin (Fratercula arctica) under somewhat strange 
circumstances. The first was discovered on the morning of 
October 20th, 1932, wandering about in a garden in Hamp-
stead. The second was found on December 8th in Finsbury 
Circus Gardens. It was captured by the attendant and kept 
for a week in a garden frame and fed on small pieces of fish. 
The third came from Swanmore, Hants., on December 12th, 
having been captured a day or two previously. The first of 
these died a few days after it was received and showed signs 
of having been injured, apparently by hitting a telegraph 
wire. The other two seem to be doing well. All three 
appear to be birds of the year. D. SETH-SMITH. 

IMMIGRATION OF WAXWINGS.—We have received several 
notes of the appearance of Waxwings (Bombycilla garrulus), 
and although the numbers do not appear to be so great as 
in the immigration last year (see Vol. XXV.), the occurrences 
should be recorded, and we shall be glad to receive reports 
on the subject. Readers are especially requested to give 
numbers, dates and localities. 

Inverness-shire.—Mr. W. Marshall informs us tha t a reliable observer, 
who knew the birds from previous visits, saw seven at Nethy Bridge 
on November 16th, 1932. 

Northumberland.—Mr. M. C. Tate informs us tha t he saw a Waxwing 
a t Alnmouth on November 4th, 1932. 

Durham.—Mr. J. Bishop leports considerable numbers seen this 
autumn in the Stockton-on-Tees district. One was picked up dead on 
November 7th, 1932. 

Yorkshire.—Mr.W. S. Mcdlicott writes tha t the Rev. M. Horsfall 
saw a single Waxwing feeding on elderberry at Whitby on November 
toth, 1932, and t h a t another was reported near Bridlington a t the 
beginning of the month. 

Lancashire.—Mr. T. Baddeley informs us tha t a single Waxwing 
frequented a public park in Salford for several days early in November, 
1932, and fed largely on haws, but also took a few privet berries. 

Norfolk.—Mr. J. Vincent tells us of one a t Hickling on November 
14th, 1932. 

TURTLE-DOVE USING OLD NEST OF BLACKBIRD.—Miss 
J. M. Ferrier informs us that on August 14th, 1932, she found 
in Norfolk a Turtle-Dove (Strefitopelia t. turtur) using an old 
Blackbird's nest. The bird had filled the cup of the old nest 
with pine needles and fine twigs, so that it formed a flat 
solid platform, and was sitting on two eggs, which were duly 
hatched off. We have previous records of Turtle-Doves 
using a Rook's nest, a squirrel's drey and an accumulation of 
rubbish. 
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