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REVIEWS. 
The Trail that is always New. By Willoughby P. Lowe. (Gurncy & 

Jackson). Illustrated. i6s. net. 

MR. WILLOUGHBY LOWE is a born naturalist and has been a collector 
since early youth. He has been fortunate in being able to follow 
his bent, and has for many years accompanied expeditions as collector, 
chiefly of birds and mammals, for the British Museum. In this he 
has been eminently successful, and no climate or difficulty seem bad 
enough to prevent him from adding time after time most valuable 
material to our National collections. 

This entertaining record of some of his journeys takes us to many 
parts of Africa, as well as to the Philippines and Siam, while an inter
esting first chapter recounts early days on a ranch in Colorado, where 
collecting and observation were by no means neglected. 

Although Mr. Lowe disclaims any literary gift he writes simply and 
describes well, and his narrative has plenty of incident and varied 
interest. I t thus makes a good travel book, and has a special appeal 
to naturalists by reason of its frequent allusions to birds and animals, 
many of the observations being of great interest. 

The book is dedicated to the author's son, who was accidentally 
drowned in his 21st year. He, too, was a naturalist, and tha t by his 
sad death we have lost a bird artist of considerable merit is evidenced 
by his excellent drawings reproduced in this volume. Besides these 
and some drawings by Mr. Gronvokl, the book is well illustrated with 
photographs. 

The Nightingale: Its Story and Song, and other Familiar Song-Birds 
of Britain. By Oliver G. Pike. Illustrated. (Arrowsmith). 
i os, 6d. net. 

I N this book Mr. Pike writes an excellent chapter on the habits of the 
Nightingale as observed by him and this is illustrated by some really 
beautiful photographs, those of display atti tudes being especially 
interesting. For the rest the book consists of short essays on some 
twenty-six species. Mr. Pike is not only an excellent photographer, 
but he is observant, and knows how to treat his subject in a popular 
style, his more serious observations being relieved here and there 
by light anecdotes. He has thus been able to produce an attractive 
and informative book about the particular birds he has somewhat 
arbitrarily chosen as familiar song-birds. These include the common 
warblers, Sky-Lark and Wood-Lark, thrushes, Wren, Robin. Dipper, 
some finches, buntings, t i ts and pipits. Readers of Mr. Pike's book 
will certainly learn a good deal about these birds from his observations 
and photographs. 
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