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ALTERATIONS T O T H E B R I T I S H L I S T . 
BY 

H. F. WITHERBY. 

I N June, 1932 (Vol. XXVI . , p. 16), we gave a complete list of 
the additions and alterations to the British List since the 
publication of the Practical Handbook. Since then the altera
tions given below have been agreed upon by the British 
Ornithologists' Union List Committee and have been pub
lished in the Ibis, 1933, pp. 343-351. The numbers and former 
names quoted below refer to the systematic list given in 
the last part of the Practical Handbook and reprinted in the 
Check-List. 

SPECIES TO BECOME SUBSPECIES. 

54. Emberiza schceniclus compilator Math. & Ired. 
T H E WESTERN LARGE-BILLED R E E D - B U N T I N G . 

55. Emberiza schasniclus tschusii Reis & Aim. 
T H E EASTERN LARGE-BILLED R E E D - B U N T I N G . 

instead of Emberiza tschusii compilator and Emberiza tschusii 
tschusii. 

I t was agreed that the views of Portenko and Steinbacher 
that schceniclus and tschusii were really one species should be 
accepted and the following explanatory statement was given 
by the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain. 

" L, Portenko (Ann. Mus. Zool. Acad. Sci. U.R.S.S. 1929, pp. 37-S1), 
after the examination of about 1,500 skins, chiefly from Asia, found 
every stage of intermediate form between thick- and thin-billed birds, 
and came to the conclusion that they were all forms of one species. 
F . Steinbacher (Journ. fur Ornith. 1930, pp. 471-487), after reviewing 
Portenko's work, and finding tha t he had little material for com
parison from Western and Southern Europe, collected a large series 
of European skins, from the Stockholm, Berlin, Tring, Munich, and 
other museums and from private collections, and came to a similar 
conclusion. It was formerly supposed tha t the two forms were to 
be found breeding side by side, but later and more exact study has 
given no support to this idea, and it is now evident that all forms 
must be regarded as geographical races of one species—Emberiza 
schceniclus L." 

CHANGES OF NAME. 

58. Melanocorypha leucoplera (Pall.). 

T H E W H I T E - W I N G E D LARK. 

ALAUDA LEUCOPTERA Pallas, Zoog. Rosso-Asiat. 1., p. 518 (1827—•' in 
desertis Barabcnsibus." Based on Alauda calandra ? Pallas, 
Reise, Vol. II . , p. 708. Type locality : Metnichnoi, Westof Omsk. 
See text. p. 447, Vol. II., taken May 16th, 1771). 

instead of Melanocorypha sibirica. 
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The name sibirica Gmelin, 17S9, is preoccupied by Tanagra 
siberica Sparrman, 1786, the type of which Count Gylden-
stolpe states {Types of Birds in the Royal N.H. Mus., Stock
holm, p. 22) is a Black Lark, M. yeltoniensis Forster, 1768. 
The next available name for the White-winged Lark is M. 
leucoptera (see C. B. Ticehurst, Ibis, 1931, p. 782). 

131. Phylloscopus inornatus inornatus (Blyth). 
T H E YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER. 

REGULTJS INORNATUS Blyth, Journ. As. Soc. Bengal, XI. , p. 191 (1842— 
locality unknown but probably neighbourhood of Darjeeling). 

instead of Phylloscopus humei prcemium Math. & Ired. 
The name inornatus has been much debated by the Com

mittee, who hitherto have been unable to agree on its accep
tance, but Dr. C. B. Ticehurst, who has an intimate knowledge 
of Indian Phylloscopi, has shown by the process of exclusion 
that Blyth 's description of his inornatus could apply to no 
other bird than the Yellow-browed Warbler. The reasons 
are given fully in the Ibis, 1933, pp. 347-9. 

As inornatus antedates humei it now, according to the 
Rules, takes precedence as the name of the species, and the 
allied forms (not on the British List) will be known as Phyllo
scopus inornatus humei and Phylloscopus inornatus mandellii. 

395. Calidris melanotos (Vieill.). 
T H E AMERICAN PECTORAL SANDPIPER. 

TRINGA MELANOTOS Vicillot, Nouv. Diet. d'Hist. Nat., nouv. ed., 
XXXIV., p. 462 (1819—Paraguay). 

instead of Calidris maculata (Vieill.) 
That this bird was described under the name melanotos 

by Vieillot three pages before the description of the same 
species under the name maculata has been agreed by the A.O.U. 
Committee, and the name melanotos has consequently been 
adopted in their recently published Check-List. 
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