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LETTERS. 
THE INSECT FAUNA OF BIRDS' NESTS. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 
SIRS,—We would be much obliged if you could give us space in 

your magazine to ask any of your readers to send us nests of British 
birds which they may have the chance of obtaining. We are working 
on the insect fauna of nests and records are required from all parts 
of the British Isles. 

It will be understood that it is against our wish that the nests 
should be interfered with before the young have left. 

The nests we particularly require are those of all birds of prey and 
the rarer British nesting species. 

When nests are taken we should greatly desire to have a note on 
their surroundings, height above or deptii below ground, whether in 
light, open, dark or sheltered situation and, most particularly, the 
number of young and when they left the nest, it known. If the nest 
has been used successively for two or more years, or if the original 
nest has been taken over by another species, this should be stated. 

Nests, wViich may be sent to the address below, must be 
kept separate; the smaller ones could be sent in strong brown paper 
bags, while the larger and heavier nests would have to be sent in 
insect-proof sacks, which can be obtained from us on application. All 
postage will be refunded if required. 

We invite correspondence on the above subject. 
" A L A S K A , " FARNHAM ROAD, R. J. SPITTLE, 

SLOUGH, BUCKS. K. B. BASDEN. 

GREATER SPOTTED WOODPECKERS SUCKING EGGS. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With reference to Dr. B. B. Riviere's observation in the 
April issue (Vol. XXVI. , p. 324), it may be of interest to state that in 
1910 one of the gamekeepers at Castle Rising asked me if the Greater 
Spotted Woodpecker ever sucked eggs. He said that he had often 
seen them on his Jay traps and thought that they were after the eggs. 
T remember saying at the time that I thought they were after the 
Hies that were attracted by the eggs, which were perhaps not over 
fresh. I do not think that they would attack Pheasants' eggs as they 
could always find so many eggs in the trees and bushes without troubling 
to come down to the ground for them. N. TRACY. 

REDSHANK EATING FISH. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—With regard to Mr. R. H. Brown's note re above in the May 
issue of British Birds (Vol. XXVI. , p . 368), Redshanks arc very fond 
of small fish in captivity, whatever they may be in a wild state. I have 
at times kept several in a large aviary and they were constantly given 
minnows and small roach, which they ate eagerly. They would also 
eat pieces of chopped-up fish of a larger nature, which were for Ibises 
and Egrets in the same aviary. On the other hand God wits, and Ruffs 
will never touch fish, unless it may be occasionally to " toy" with a piece. 
Oyster-catchers will eat small fishes if very hungry. G. H. GURNEY. 

PROPOSED MEMORIAL TO T, A. COWARD. 
To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—A committee, the chairman of which is the Earl of Stamford, 
has been formed to make an appeal for funds with which to purchase 
and endow a suitable bird and nature sanctuary in Cheshire in memory 
of the late T. A, Cowaid. 
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Probably many admirers of his books, who are also readers of 
British Birds, and whom an appeal may not otherwise reach, will 
wish to send a subscription to this memorial. 

I shall be very glad to receive subscriptions, or they may be paid 
direct to the T. A. Coward Memorial Fund, Lloyds Bank Ltd., Victoria 
Station Branch, Manchester. A. W. BOYD. 
FRANDLEY HOUSE, 

NEAR NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE. 
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