
NOTES 
ROOKS NESTING IN LOMBARDY POPLARS IN 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 
WITH but the following exception I cannot personally call 
to mind the Rook (Corvus f. frugilegus) selecting this tree for 
nesting purposes. Last year several nests were built in a 
row of these spire-shaped trees at Chaddesley Corbett, 
Worcestershire, and this year the number of nests increased 
to twelve, three trees only being occupied, and one had eight 
of the nests therein. This rookery is a large one and there are 
a very considerable number of unoccupied trees that are more 
usually selected within the area of this colony. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

DESTRUCTION OF CHERRY CROPS BY CARRION-
CROWS. 

AMONGST the misdeeds of the Carrion-Crow (Corvus c. cor one) 
I have never previously known them until a year ago to 
include the raiding of our local cherry orchards in this part 
of Salop and Worcestershire. Jackdaws of course are fre
quently very troublesome, but a family party of Crows with 
their young can leave considerable destruction in their wake 
and are naturally apt in avoiding the guns of the fruit 
watchers. J. S. ELLIOTT. 

NESTING MATERIALS USED BY JACKDAWS. 
FOR the last five years I have kept careful note of the materials 
used by the Jackdaws (Corvus m. spermologus) which nest in 
the belfry of Hurstpierpoint Church, Sussex. The birds drop 
quite as much stuff as they use for their nests, and at the base 
of the tower I have found the following :— 

Innumerable sticks, from two feet five inches to three feet 
two inches in length ; sprigs of holly from an old wreath ; 
twigs of lime with buds all breaking into leaf (late April, 
1931); a strip of bark two feet long, newly torn from a branch ; 
beech mast, a tuft of cocoanut fibre, soft white rotten wood 
and pine needles. Pieces of dirty white paper, bits of news
paper and cardboard, old chocolate papers, and a hymn list 
which I had given to the organist in the previous October. 
Dirty white rag, striped shirt material, black rag, pieces of can
vas, bits of white cotton wool. A knot of rope, pieces of thin 
rope, a tangle of soft grass, dry cabbage leaves, ivy rootlets, 
bacon rind, bone and gristle, hair, pieces of bread crust, a 
piece of rubber. Sheep's wool was frequently used and was 
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often found tangled with bramble twigs. Dung, too, was found, 
usually toward the end of the building period ; horse-dung 
seemed the favourite, though cow-dung and sheep-dung were 
also present. Among the more unusual items were two clothes 
pegs, three wooden garden labels with Gladiola, Beetroot, 
Onion written on them, and last, but not least, the metal neck 
of an old Thermos flask. 

In addition to these, I have found in the nests themselves 
sacking, oak-apples, and a metal garden label marked 
" bronze ". HOWARD J. EMMET. 

TREE-SPARROW BUILDING IN A BUSH. 
ON June 14th, 1933, I watched a pair of Tree-Sparrows 
(Passer m. montanus) in Romney Marsh. They were feeding 
nearly full-fledged young that were still in the nest. This 
was not as is usual in a hole in a tree, but in a road-side 
hawthorn bush. It was a fairly neat ovoid structure about 
six inches high and four and a half inches wide, with a rather 
large entrance hole near the top. It was built of grass stems 
with a lining of chicken feathers, and was situated about 
four feet from the ground, supported by the main stem 
branches in the heart of the bush. Besides having good 
views of the parent birds through my glasses as they went to 
and fro to the nest, the young birds were sufficiently 
feathered to show their characteristic chestnut caps. In the 
particular part of the marsh referred to, Tree-Sparrows have 
considerably increased during the last three years; trees are 
not particularly numerous and buildings very few, so that 
perhaps the breeding population has locally outstripped the 
available nesting-sites, some of which are of course appro
priated by House-Sparrows. Elsewhere in the marsh, where 
trees are more plentiful, I have found Tree-Sparrows nesting 
in the normal manner. HUGH F. TICEHURST. 

LITTLE BUNTING SEEN IN NORTHUMBERLAND. 
ON the morning of September 22nd, 1932, when at Holy 
Island, I was out early with Miss Steinthal. We were return
ing by a lane, when I saw several Reed-Buntings (Emberiza 
schceniclus). I noticed one much smaller among them. 
It flew and perched on a wall within about five yards of us, 
then a male and female Reed-Bunting came and perched on 
the same wall near to it, so we were able to compare its 
size and colouring. It had very chestnut cheeks, without 
markings, a very marked buff eye-stripe, a dark line above, and 
crown, chestnut. It was smaller than the female Reed-
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Bunting, and when flying its tail looked shorter and not so 
" f l o p p y " . These characteristics, which we were able to 
note at close range with Reed-Buntings side by side for com
parison, seemed to us to identify the bird clearly as a Little 
Bunting (Emberiza pusilla). M. BARCLAY. 

BOTH BIRDS OF PAIR OF P I E D WAGTAILS BUILDING. 
I N Volume XXVI. , pp. 162-3, v ° u a s k for further observations 
on the nest-building of the Pied Wagtail (Motacilla a. yarrellii). 
During 1933 a pair again nested in the vicinity of my house 
and came under the observation of Mr. Chas. Oldham and 
myself. This year the site selected was the one chosen by the 
male last year for its independent nesting. Both cock and 
hen birds were equally busy in the early stages in taking 
material and forming the nest, but the construction seemed 
protracted and little was done except in the earlier hours of the 
morning. When, however, the nest reached the lining stage, 
the help of the male appeared to cease altogether and neither 
did we notice that the cock bird even then visited the nest. 

This raises the query as to whether the dual nesting in the 
earlier stages and the female completing, has not been over
looked in some other species to those already known to do so. 

J. S. ELLIOTT. 

LARGE BROOD OF GREAT TIT. 
O N May 13th, 1933, I examined all the nesting boxes in my 
wood, near Kings Lynn, and in one of them I found the nest 
of a Great Tit (Parus m. newtoni) containing eighteen eggs. 
This is the most I have ever found. I once found a nest of 
a Blue Tit (P. c. obscurus), in one of my nesting boxes, which 
contained fifteen eggs, but I do not remember how many of 
them hatched. On June 5th I examined the Great Tit 's 
nest again and found it full of young ones. I t was so crowded 
that they were standing on each other's backs. They left 
the box on June 9th, and on the n t h I pulled the nest out 
and examined it. All the eggs appeared to have hatched but 
there was one young one, about three-parts grown, dead and 
crushed into the corner of the box. The inside measurement 
of the box is 3f by 4 ! by 10 inches. The eggs were arranged 
in circles round the floor of the nest with about half a dozen 
on the top of the others. They all appeared to be very similar 
and I could see no evidence for the presence of a second hen. 

N. TRACY. 

[I have one record each of clutches of 15, 17 and 18 of 
this species, though personally 14 is the highest number I 
have met with. In the case of the Blue Tit, sets of 15, 16 and 
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17 have been recorded, but a case of 24 eggs in one nest was 
obviously due to two females.—F.C.R.J.] 

NOTES ON INCUBATION- AND FLEDGING- PERIODS 
OF CRESTED TIT. 

T H E following notes on the nest of a Crested Tit (Parus 
c. scoticus) taken this year (1933) in Invcrness-shire may be of 
interest. 

April 4th, nest about half made ; 7th, nest appeared to be 
finished ; 8th, bird on nes t ; 9th, no eggs seen ; n t h , no 
eggs seen, but appearance of lining suggested eggs were 
covered ; 18th, one egg seen half covered, and both birds 
came to the nest and one entered with a feather and remained 
in nes t ; 19th (at n a.m. and 5 p.m.), 20th and 21st, bird on 
nest and refused to move. 

As incubation advanced the eggs were left more uncovered, 
and on the 26th I could see eight eggs, one of which was 
broken. 

On April 30th (4 p.m.) I could see four young and two eggs, 
and on May 1st (10 a.m.) there were certainly six young and 
I think a seventh. On the 20th (7 p.m.) they were all in the 
nest but restless and " cheeping", while on the 21st ( n a.m.) 
they were all gone. 

If, as I assume, incubation began on evening of 18th or 
early 19th, the period would be twelve days if the 19th and 
the 30th (4 p.m.), when some were hatched, are both counted. 

The fledging-period was twenty-one to twenty-two days. 
W I N I F R E D M. ROSS . 

MOVEMENTS OF WOOD-WARBLER IN SEARCH 
OF MATE. 

EARLY in the morning of May 5th, 1933, I heard a Wood-
Warbler (Phylloscopus sibilatrix) singing in a wood about 
half a mile from my bungalow at South Wootton. I t re
mained in the same place all tha t day, but the next morning 
it had moved about a hundred yards further into the wood. 
I t remained in this spot until May 10th, upon which day I 
heard it singing in the wood just over my boundary. I t 
remained here, singing all day, until May 21st, when it dis
appeared. About 6 a.m. on the 22nd I heard it singing on 
the outskirts of the wood in which I had first seen it. At 
6.30 a.m. it had moved into the place where I first heard it 
singing, and at 7 a.m. I heard it in a belt of Scots pines half
way between this place and my wood. At 9 a.m. it was sing
ing in the belt of firs about two hundred yards on the other 

D 
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side of my wood. In the afternoon it returned to the place 
just over my boundary from which it had disappeared the 
previous day and remained here until the afternoon of June 
4th, when it was again missing. 

During this period I spent several hours looking for its 
nest, but without success, and, as I neither saw nor heard a 
female, I came to the conclusion that it was unmatcd. In 
the meantime I had heard a female Wood-Warbler calling 
in the wood where the male had first appeared. On the 
morning of June 5th I saw both birds together in this place, 
and during the afternoon I sat down and watched them for 
some time. After about half an hour the female flew down 
to the ground and broke off a piece of dead grass and carried 
it to a certain place. After it had been building for some time 
I went to see what progress it had made, but there was very 
little to see. While the building was going on the male left 
off singing, only once or twice uttering the " deeur, deeur " 
note. Several times it appeared about to sing, but after two 
or three notes it suddenly stopped. For the next day or two 
I did not hear it singing, but on J une 10th it was in full song 
again, and upon going to the nest I found that it was finished 
and contained two eggs. 

I have previously observed this wandering habit of the 
Wood-Warbler when searching for a mate, but, until this 
year, I had not paid much attention to it. N. TRACY. 

BARRED WARBLER AT HOLY ISLAND, 
NORTHUMBERLAND. 

ON the evening of September 14th, 1932, members of the 
Oxford Ornithological Society were netting the hedges on 
Holy Island in hopes of catching and ringing migrants, when 
a small bird flew out of the hedge by the Bungalow and 
dropped into the grass at our feet. It was speedily captured, 
placed in a cage and taken into the house, where in the light 
its identity as a Barred Warbler (Sylvia nisoria) was com
pletely established from text-book descriptions. It was then 
ringed and put back into the hedge and was not seen subse
quently. It was presumably a bird of the year as its flanks 
were buff with only faint dark bars. The iris was black with 
a narrow yellow ring round the outside, whereas according to 
the books it should have been yellow. When held in the hand 
the bird made a low croaking note. 

The question of the colour of the iris interested me, espec
ially as I was one of several observers who watched a bird of 
this species at Blakeney Point, Norfolk, on August 25th, 1931. 
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On that occasion we had excellent views and all agreed tha t 
the eye looked completely dark, so that we hesitated to record 
it as a Barred Warbler in view of the general agreement of 
the text-books that the iris of this species is yellow. 

W. B. ALEXANDER. 

SECOND NESTING OF T H E REDWING IN SCOTLAND. 
A PAIR of Redwings (Turdus musicus) nested again this year 
(x933) m the same locality as last year (antea, Vol. XXVI. , 
p. 132). The male was first heard singing on April 4th and 
the female was first observed on April 6th. 

The nest, which was built in the fork of a rhododendron 
bush at a height of about 4 I feet from the ground, was found 
on April 20th and contained one egg on the 21st. A second 
egg was laid on the 22nd. On the 23rd the hen was on the 
nest for a long time but laid no egg. On the 24th the cock re
mained in the vicinity of the nest the whole day, perpetually 
looking into it but there was no sign of the hen. On the 25th 
the cock also disappeared and neither bird was seen again. 

From the appearance of the second egg it seems probable 
that the hen must have become eggbound or had met with 
an injury. The nest, attached to all its branches, and eggs 
have been presented to the British Museum and were ex
hibited by Dr. P. R. Lowe at the meeting of the British 
Ornithologists' Club held on May 10th, 1933 (Bull .R.O.C., 
Vol. L I I L , p. 208). A. H. D A U K E S . 

BLACKBIRD'S NEST W I T H MUD LINING. 
W I T H reference to the note on a Song-Thrush adapting a 
Blackbird's nest (antea, p. 25), in May, 1924, I found a mud-
lined nest with five eggs of a Blackbird (Turdus m. merula). 
They were hatched off successfully. 

The nest was in my garden in Norfolk and could not have 
been interfered with. J U D I T H M. F E R R I E R . 

CUCKOO KILLING NESTLING MEADOW-PIPITS. 
O N May 18th, 1933, I saw a Cuckoo (Cuculus c. canorus) fly 
away from a spot on Hickling Marsh where I knew of the nest 
of a Meadow-Pipit (Anthus pratensis) under some dead 
brambles. I therefore went at once to the nest and found 
all the young ones (four days old) lying dead but warm, 
six to nine inches outside the nest. Their heads had been 
nipped, as blood was oozing from their ears. Also the 
Cuckoo had left several of its feathers on the old brambles 
which covered the nest. These she would have had to go 
under to get at the nest. J . V I N C E N T . 
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[Although the evidence for the most part is circumstantial, 
there can be no real doubt that the Cuckoo docs kill young 
birds in nests from time to time. The following cases may 
be cited : Cuckoo apparently killing young Yellow Wagtails, 
J . H. Gurney, Trans. Norf. 6- Norw. Nat. Soc, VI. , pi. 4, pp. 
374-5. Cuckoo killing young Meadow-Pipits, C. E. Milburn, 
British Birds, IX. , p. 95. Cuckoo killing young Pied Wagtails, 
F . W. Headley, t.c, X I I I . , p.57, and on the same page I re
corded a case of young Hedge-Sparrows thrown out of a nest, 
which I am confident was the work of a Cuckoo.—F.C.R.J.] 

BROAD-BILLED SANDPIPER AND LITTLE STINTS 
IN NORFOLK IN J U N E . 

A MIXED party of waders was watched feeding on Salthouse 
Marsh on June 6th by Mr. E. Cohen and myself. I his party 
consisted of one Reeve, several Sanderlings and Curlew-
Sandpipers (Calidris testacea) (with examples of each in 
breeding plumage), two Little Stints {Calidris minuta), both 
in breeding dress, a Turnstone and some Dunlins and Ringed 
Plovers. 

They were still there next day, and with them was a Broad-
billed Sandpiper (Limicola falcinellus). The longitudinal 
buff stripes on the head at once at tracted our attention, 
and, as the bird was feeding between a Dunlin and a Little 
Stint, we were able to note that its size was intermediate 
between the two. Later, Miss M. Barclay joined us, and with 
Holman, the keeper on the marsh, we watched the bird for 
a considerable time at a distance of about 35 yards with 
field-glasses and telescopes. R. M. GARNETT. 

EARLY B R E E D I N G OF GUILLEMOT, RAZORBILL, 
SHAG AND GREAT BLACK-BACKED GULL 

IN CORNWALL. 

T H E following records of early nesting for 1933 in Cornwall 
may be interesting :— 

On April 24th, 1933, Lieut. J . E. S. Bush, R.N., took me 
to see both Guillemots (Uria a. albionis) and Razorbills 
(Aha torda) with eggs ; several birds of both species probably 
had eggs from their at t i tude, but we definitely observed the 
egg in the case of one Guillemot and two Razorbills. 

On April 27th he also showed me a Shag (Phalacrocorax a. 
aristotelis) with two young nearly as big as their mother, and 
the nest of a Great Black-backed Gull (Lams marinus) with 
two eggs. W. R. TAYLOR. 
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[I have no notes of the eggs of Guillemots or Razorbills so 
early. Shags lay in March so this case is not so remarkable. 
The Great Black-backed Gull does not as a rule lay before 
May, but I have a note of a clutch of three on April 19th, 
1871, in the Shetlands.—F.C.R.J.] 

YOUNG CHAFFINCH ENTANGLED IN NEST-LINING.—Mr. R. J. 
Spittle sends us the tongue of a nestling Chaffinch (Vringilla 
c. ccelebs), which has a piece of sheep's wool wound round it 
at the base behind the " spurs" . Mr. Spittle informs us that 
he found the bird, which was fully feathered, hanging dead 
over the edge of a nest at Henley on May 28th, 1933, the 
wool attached to the tongue being part of the nest-lining and 
holding the bird firmly. Accidents are not infrequently 
caused by nest-matcrial and it is as well to record the various 
ways in which these take place. 

LITTLE BUNTINGS SEEN IN NORTH UIST.—Mr. P . J . C. 
McGregor records (Scot. Nat., 1933, p. 25) tha t he saw three 
Emberiza pusilla at Vallay on October gth, 1932, but, beyond 
stating that he afterwards was able to admire the excellence 
of the plate of this bird in Coward's book, he gives no con
firmatory details of his identification. 

ICTERINE W A R B L E R ON ISLE OF MAY.—Miss E. V. Baxter 
and Miss L. J . Rintoul record (Scot. Nat., 1932, p. 172) a 
Hippolais icterina on September 9th, 1932, at the Isle of 
May, the first recorded occurrence of the bird in the Forth 
area. 

LATE BLACK REDSTART IN SHROPSHIRE.—Mr. H. E. Forrest 
informs us that a Phcenicurus 0. gibraltariensis was clearly 
identified by Mr. A. H. Hanbury Sparrow, who has had 
previous acquaintance with the bird, on May 25th, 1933, at 
Church Stretton. This is a late date, especially so far to the 
north-west, where the bird is very infrequent. 

NIGHTINGALE IN NORTH-EAST YORKSHIRE.—Mr. H. E. 
Bentham writes that a Lusbinia megarhyncha was in full song 
for a number of nights in the middle of May, 1933, near Scar
borough. This is outside its regular range and its appearance 
in this district has not been authenticated for many years. 

B I R D S IN OUTER HEBRIDES.—Miss L. J. Rintoul and Miss 
E. V. Baxter contribute notes of interest on certain birds 
seen in the Outer Hebrides during May and June, 1932 
(Scot. Nat., 1932, pp. 179-181). The planting and growth 
of woods a t Stornoway Castle has had a marked effect on 
certain species previously scarce in these islands and such 
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birds as Goldcrests, Willow-Warblers, Robins and Wood-
Pigeons breed there in good numbers, while the British Song-
Thrush (Turdus ph. clarkei) is recorded as breeding plentifully. 

The authors also record seeing the following, very rarely 
recorded from the Outer Hebrides : Spotted Flycatcher 
(Muscicapa s. striata) on June is t in two places (a single bird 
and a pair) ; a pair of Grey Wagtails (Motacilla c. cinerea) 
at Stornoway on May 30th ; Pied Wagtails (M. a. yarrellii) 
on Benbecula and feeding young at Stornoway ; a White-
throat [Sylvia communis) at Stornoway on May 31st. Herons 
(Ardea cinerea) bred in 1932 on Wiay, a small island off 
Benbecula, and first bred about seven years ago in S. Uist 
and now nest in two places. 

HOOPOE IN ORKNEY.—Mr. J . G. Marwick reports (Scot. 
Nat., 1932, p. 168) that a specimen of Upupa epops was caught 
by a cat in Birsay on September 23rd, 1932. 

R U D D Y SHELD-DUCK IN O R K N E Y . — A specimen of Casarca 
ferruginea with a damaged wing-tip is recorded (Scot. Nat., 
1932, p. 136) by Mr. J. G. Marwick as having been caught 
on Sanday on April 30th, 1932. 

UNUSUAL DUCKS IN NORTHAMPTONSHIRE.—Mr. R. M. Carey 
sends us the following records of ducks rather infrequently 
recorded in the midlands, which were identified at Stamford 
reservoirs, near Rugby. 

SHELD-DUCK (Tadorna tadorna)—One on May 6th, 1933. 
GARGANEY (Anas querquedula)—A pair on May 6th, 1933. 
SMEW (Mergus albellus)—A male on December 20th, 1932. 
BLACK-NECKED G R E B E IN SCOTLAND.—Mr. W. Serle, Junr. , 

states (Scot. Nat., 1932, p. 168) that three pairs of Podiceps 
nigricollis were observed in June, 1931, on Loch Lochy, 
Inverness-shire, but that the same observer failed to see them 
there in 1932. Mr. Serle also states that the Black-necked 
Grebes discovered breeding in the Midlothians in 1928 (see 
Brit. Birds, Vol. XXIV. , p. 174) rear comparatively few 
young and for this he blames a colony of Black-headed Gulls. 

E A R L Y BLACK T E R N IN WORCESTERSHIRE.—Mr. T. J . 
Beeston writes that he watched two Chlidonias niger at Broad-
waters Pool, Kidderminster, for some time on April 4th, 1933. 
This is an early date and the birds appear to be infrequently 
observed in spring in Worcestershire. 

ICELAND GULL IN SUMMER IN FIFESHIRE.—Miss E. V. 
Baxter records (Scot. Nat., 1932, p. 167) an immature Larus 
leucopterus in Fifeshire on Ju ly 7th, 1932—an unusual date. 
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