
LETTERS 
STARLINGS REMOVING THEIR EGGS FROM FLOODED NEST. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—A pair of Starlings (Sturnus v. vulgaris) made their nest in 
the top of a gutter pipe about thirty feet from the ground. At this 
time it was fine weather. Five eggs were laid, and incubated for five 
days, during which time the Starling that was not sitting was most 
attentive in feeding the one on the nest. 

On the sixth day, May 25th, also on the night of May 20th, it rained 
hard. On the morning of May 27th I found the five eggs had been 
deposited on the lawn some thirty yards from the nest. 

All the eggs were without cracks and were in perfect condition. Two 
were placed near together on one side of the lawn, and three near 
together the other side of the lawn. 

I have no doubt that these eggs were placed there by the two 
Starlings, as I at once looked at the nest and found it empty, and 1 
can't think of any other way by which the eggs could have come on 
to the lawn without being broken. As the nest is over my bedroom 
window and requires a long ladder to reach, I am sure it was not a 
case of human interference. 

I removed the eggs from the lawn, so I cannot say if the Starlings 
intended to take them to another nest. 

The Starlings have reoccupied the nest and laid eggs in it again. 
JUDITH M. FERRIER. 

[It is a pity the eggs were removed from the lawn as had the Starlings 
been seen to take them it would have gone far to prove that they 
originally put them there, which can now be considered only as a 
matter of inference.—EDS.] 

NEST-BUILDING OF THE CORMORANT. 

To the Editors of BRITISH BIRDS. 

SIRS,—In The British Bird Book the Rev. F. C. R. Jourdain states 
of the Cormorant (Phalacrocorax c. carbo) tha t " Both sexes share in 
the nest construction according to Naumann" . This may simply 
mean that, as in some other species, the male fetches material and passes 
it to the female, who then weaves it into the structure. I have not 
been able to find any other reference to this matter in any standard 
work. 

This year (1933) I have had the good fortune to watch two pairs of 
Cormorants building their nests in St. James's Park, London. The 
old pinioned pair which nested there in 1931 and 1932 began building 
this spring on the 20th of March and they were brooding a week later. 
I had them under observation for considerable periods on two days and 
on each occasion the male was in charge of the nest and did the actual 
building while the hen only fetched the material. She picked up one 
stick at a time and swam with it to the rock, diving and swimming 
under water the greater part of the way. The bird I take to be the 
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male displays from December onwards, while the other pays no 
attention to this except at nesting time, when she also displays, but 
hers is a comparatively indifferent performance. 

Meanwhile courtship was proceeding between the youngster hatched 
in September, 1931, and a. stranger which has taken up its abode in 
the Park. The former, judging by its mating activities, I assume to 
be a cock, though among birds, notably the Moorhen, this is not always 
reliable evidence (he has not yet assumed full adult plumage). As 1 
have already reported, this bird is full-winged and frequently perches 
on the tree tops. Unlike his parent, he was not content to pick up the 
sticks that were lying about abundantly on the banks of the lake ; 
he preferred to wrencli live twigs fiom bushes and trees. Sometimes he 
stood under a bush and, reaching up, broke off a twig, but more often 
he flew to the top of a tree, most frequently a willow, for his material. 
As most of these trees were burgeoning, the nest for a day or two was 
decorated with greenery. 

This, a common practice among Rooks, is a departure from the 
normal method of the Cormorant, which builds as a rule with dead 
seaweed or other waste which it finds laying about on the shore. Is 
there any evidence to show that Cormorants which build on trees have 
the intelligence to use the twigs which are growing so abundantly 
around them instead of troubling to fetch dead sticks from the ground ? 

In this instance I have seen both birds building and both fetching. 
The rule seems to be that whichever happens to be in charge of the 
nest for the time being acts as builder and the other fetches. On one 
occasion the hen, after several trips, hopped on to the nest and carried 
out some slight alteration in the disposition of a stick, while her mate 
was occupied at the other side. CHARLES S. .BAYNB. 

[Ussher and Warren (Birds of Ireland) state of cliff nests that they 
are " often garnished with wreaths of ivy having fresh green leaves " 
and of birds watched building in a colony on the Saltees that " one of the 
pair would arrive with materials while its mate remained on the ne s t " . 
Dresser (Birds of Europe, Vol. VI.) says both birds take part in collecting 
nesting material. In crowded colonies it is no doubt necessary during 
building for one bird to stay a t the nest to prevent it being stolen 
piece by piece by neighbours.—EDS.] 
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